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ABSTRACT 

S oroholt -,11• 11 located 6 tm 10 the ..,, of 1h• aw.is c:,pi1al of\Vmch•ster and ~lonp 10 1 "11111 er..., J' villas on southun JlnaJand th1t ha,-. b<nefiued from • rclau,..,ly complct• •xcavanon, It II a typ,-,
11
e ro, 

Hampsh,r, vrlla, of comparable plan and a an 1mponan1 ,,re tn the Iron Ag• and Rornano-Bnlish kql,..xt 
for «ntnll Hampshire 

At the end of the 19th «ntury an archacolog,cal cxcavauon unco-·crcd an unumally ,...,11•-...i-a( 
remains, but the full 1igrulicancc of the site was only m1'alcd throua), the mVC11uga11ons conducted by Dav,d 
E Johnston. In 1965 l>.rv,J unJcnook an e>'ltluation that dunonstratcd the Prcknee of•~ °'"'tll-pr,. 
scn..,J bu,ldinp and r<Sultcd in a further '<>'CO ~sons of excavation. The villa began as a sinale rectangular 
aisled bu,IJmg of the ntid 10 lote 2nd century; durma the followong century the Slle .,..,1,~ 11110 a """1Jlrd 
villa and 111 t:be •arly 4th «nwry it wuncskd a 11gnifican1 -a; .. of ahttauons before b<mg abandoned in the 
liner pan of th• «ncury, In adJ111on, a duchcd cnclo,ur,, with occupation from the Mid.tic 10 the uc, 1,.,. 
Age ..... al10 CllJIITlUIN. 

Th11 r,pon dcscnbcs the excavations, pttscnung delllils of each bu1ldm1 wbde outJuuns the duoooloc...i 
dn..,lopm<nt of the villa compk-x. In the Discussion Spanholt a li>eSScd ag11ns1 the backdrop of Roman 
Hamp$htr< and the soc,af and cconom,c background of the villa is considered A scnes of spcaalnt "POr1J, 

which include the pouery, mosa,~, wall pla,rcc, <mall finds and the hunw, and 1.nimal bon<s, att provided 

RESUMB 

I.a ,illa romaioc d• Sparshoh sc uou,-. 6 l:m i l'cs, d• la capnal• de etv,ta1 d• Winchest<r et (1/1 panic d'w, 
P<tlt groupc de VIiia., snuc .. dan1 I• sud de l'Afllletem: 1yan1 bcneficic de fou,Ucs rcla1wcmcn1 cornpktn. 
C'at un tile de rHttfflec pour lcs VIiia• du con,,~ de Hamp.hire: 1yan1 un• disposnion similaitt, qui ocnt unc 
place 1mporran1e dans la chronoloai• I¼• du Fer pcnode Romtno-8nrann,que du centre du Hamp,hU'\:. 
~ la fin du 19c Uttk, des fouillcs arcbcolog,qucs y a,,1tn1 de,-o,le un< acri< d< •'CStigcs retau,"fflcnt bl<ll 

conserves, tou1ef0,s, la vcruable 1mporrance du Sn• n'a ctc misc en <Vlden« qu'en 1965 par Jes rr<:hm:hcs 
meoccs par David E. Johnston, !ors d'unc <valuanon qui a Mmon1tt Ja ptttence d'un •nscmblc d• blumcni, 
btcn ~~rvcs, donnant hcu a sept saisons de fouallcs aupplfmcntatttS. 

A 
I 

Clngl,n<-, la ,,lfa <tilt con,l'Okc d'un =I bit:Jmcnt =tangulain, dote de ira,ics er daran, deb fin du 2e 
ll<clc , •u cour, du socck, su1van1, ell< • C\l>luc pour d"""" une Vllla l cour centralc pu.11 1 connu au dcbut du 4• <i«lc unc d' · ' 

'"'
1
• ""'J'Onan•cs moddicabOns "''"' son abandon '"" la fin de cc sxde. Pu 11lkun. un r.'~ fo,;!IO),; P...,.n,ant d<1 vestigcs d'occ:upauon dates du nuh•u i la fin de l'l\ge du Fer• es,lemcnt n• 

~ ~" dtcr:
1 

lcs fou, llcs •
1 

pn!~nte lcs derail, de chaque biumcnt en ttsumanr le dC\..:loppcmefll 0 
uc ck 

I 
cnscn,blc de la •illa. Unc smc de nppons de specialm•s compr,nanc la cbm,jquc, l<t fflOSatqucs, le, cndu1u muraux et J • b't· · - ' "-m 

le cha 'ttt final S _ c J>Cllt mo 'Jct ams1 quc lc-s os huma1ns et arumaux, cs1 auss1 mcluse. u• I p, • ' Parshoh «t C\'llucc dans '• cadre chrono-cultuttl du Hampshire Romoan, et le coorc,at IIOCla et cconom,qu• de la VIiia ell crudic. 

(Trodun,on: Chnmne Burls) 
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG 

Oie Villa von Spars.hoh liegt 6 km 6stlich des civitas-Hauptortes Winchester. Sie gcbOrt zu einer kleinen 
Gruppc sUdenglischcr Villco, die nabczu vollst-5nrug ausgegraben wcrden konntcn un,d ist der name.n,gcbcndc 
Fundorc filrVillen mi, vergleichbarem Grundriss io der Grafschaft Hampshire. Darilber hioau! ist Spar.sholt 
ein bedcure.nde·r Fundplatz filr die c.isenzcidiche und romano-britisc.he Chronologic in Mittel-Hampshirc. 

Ende des 19. Jahrhundens wurden in einer arcb8ologi scheo Ausgrabung einige erst:aunJicb gut erha1tene 
Grundmauern gefunden, abcr c:.rst die Untcrsuchungcn von David E. Johnston machtcn die Bedeumng des 
FundplatUs deutlich. 1n ciner 1965 durchgefilhrten Voruntersuchung gelang David der Nachweis zahlreicher 
gut erholtener Gebiiude, die darouffolgeod in Sieben Kampagnen ausgegraben wurdcn. Die Villa wurde 
zu.nichst im sp§ren 2. Jahrhundert n.Chr. als ein rechtec'.kiger, einschiffiger Bau enichtet) der sich dann im 
foJgenden Jahrhundert zu einer Villa rnit lnncnhof eatwic.kelte, die im 4. Jahrbundcrt cine Reihe erheblicher 
Umbaucen cri'uhr, bcvor sic dann gcgen Ende des Jahrhunderts aufgegeben wurde. AuBerdem konnte auch 
cine von cinem Graben umgebene Einfriedung dcr mittlcren und sparen vorromischen Eisenzei't untcrsucht 
wcrden. 

In diesem Band werden die Ergebnisse der Ausgrabung<:n beschrieben, in dem die Details jedes Gebiiudes 
vorgelegt und in die chrooologiscbe Encwicklung des gesamteo Villenkomplexes eingeordnet werdtn. In einer 
Reihe von Einzeluntersuchungen wcrden die Auswerrungsergebnisse zu Kcramik, Mosaiken, Wandvcrputz) 
den Kleinfunden sowie den mcnschlichen und tieriscben Resten vorgelegt. Das SchJusskapiteJ widmet sich 
der Diskussion Sparsholts vor dem Himcrgrund des rOmische.n Hampshire unter Beriicks.ichti,gung des sozi­
alen und okonomischeo Umfeldes der Villa. 

(Ubersetzung: Jorn Sehuster) 
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FOREWORD 

The excavalion ol the Sparshoh viU3 over eight seasons from 1965 to 1972 was one of the last triumphs of the 
age of the local volunteer before the greening of archneology and the view of excavation as destruction gradu­
ally brought research excavation l<> a virtual halt in the I 980s. 

David Johnston was 3 g0od excavator who insisted on a standord of excavntion which Is weU demonstrated 
in many of the photograph• of carefully-cleaned fl iot waits and spreads of fallen flint ,vo,k which appear in 
this volume. He was well up to the tim<..>:S and gradually abandoned the box cypc excavation in favour of open­
area exca,'lltfon as dcmons,rated by Figure 6 (of the Iron Age area Site L) and Figure 8 (of the area of Aisled 
Building l and m which g-ive a clearer indication of Davi-d's developed approach to the investigation of the 
site. 

It was indeed one I.be first villa sites rn be e.nensively excavated in modern times with attention given_, as far 
as was possible, to all its components. As such David's Spars.bolt gives us ao important glimpse into the rural 
background of neighbouring ~,,ra Bclgarum (\Vinchesrer), r,he cantonaJ capital_, ooJy 6 kilometres away. Some 
chronologkal comparison between the cwo is possible. 

The small late Middle lron Age scttlcmont under the Sparsholt Roman villa seems to be approximately con­
[e.mporary wilh the use of the 20.hecrare Oram's Arbour enclosure al Winchester_, bolh coming to an end after 
the arrival of fragments of halinn Dressel Type IA amphorae which arrived probabl)' through Hengistbury 
Head not much later than abom 50 BC. 

Roman activiry at Sparsho1t, seen in the consuucrion of Aisled Building I, did not begin until the middle of 
the 2nd century AO, long after the erection of the first urban defenc,,s of Winchester perhaps in the 80. AD, 
the: consrruction of the forum and the provision of an aqucduct•fed water supply soon after 100. h was not 
unri.l the mid 10 late 3rd cenrury that the Spars.holt corridor row-house was built and the pl;m of a courtyard 
villa emerged. The first part of the 4th century was the high-point in the villa's. d<:\>eJopment with additions 
10 the main house and the l~yin5 Qf <!ecomicd mosaic floors but wilhin a short season contraction and aban­
donment set in. This \Vas the period when the population ofWinchesrer, as -reflcetcd in a vast increase in the 
number of burials in its cemeleries, rose sharply and the defences were strengthened, perhaps by the addition 
ofbastioos. That there might be some common factor in these conuasting fortunes seems possible. 

There are sharp contrasts too with the viUa at Twyford> 5 km south-east of\Xlinchcstcr, exca:vaced in pan 
only under very different circumstances in 1958. There occupation began in the Flavian period and lasted 
until the end of the 4th century, a chronologkal span matching that of\'7inchester itself. 

The imponance of the Sparsholt excavarion and its publication is precisely this, that it enables us to make 
such comparisons. \Ve may well wonder what lies behind the contrasts which seem to begin to appear. They 
might reflect significant changes in the status or\Winchesccr itself, from civitas capital to hue Roman re-distri­
bution centre with a significant military presence, or the.y may be no more than the physical record of the rise 
and fall of the fortunes of an individual farming family, the ArcbetS of their day. 

This publication of David Johns1on1s excavation ac Sparsbolt is lhus an important evenr in our developing 
comprehension of the Romano•British region. The editors deserve our warmest thanks for their successful 
completion of what has been a considerable task, and the Hampshire Field CJub for including the volume: in 
il.$ now long-running and prestigious monograph series. 

Marrin Biddle 
March 2014 
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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

Summary 

Spa.rsholt is a Hampshire viHage situated to the wesr 
of Winchester (Fig. I). The Roman villa is located 
2.25 km to the south-west of the modern ,,mage in 
West Wood, part of Farley Mount Country Park 
(Fig. 2). In the Roman period the civiras eapiral of 
Winchester (J❖ma Bdgarmn) was 6 km ro 1he cast 
while the Roman road fron'I \'v'inchcster to oid 
Sarum (Soroiodwmm) was only 650 m ro the south. 
Work on the villa was direc,ed by the late David E 
Johnston, who for many years was- lecturer in the 
Adult Education Centrei University of Southampton. 
His cxca\lation of approximately 3 acres (120m by 
I 00m) began ,vith an evaluation in 1965 which 
demonstrated the presence of a range of weu ... 
preserved buildings and resulted ia a further seven 
seasons of investigation (1966-72). The d(scoverv of 
an almost intact mosaic in the vWa 's principal ;esi­
dencc initiated a fundraising projec, which enabled 
it to be conserved. lt is now displayed in \~incbester 
City Museum (cover). The viUa began as a rectan­
gular aisled building of I.be late 2nd oenrury; during 
U;e follo,~mg century it evolved into a courtyard 
villa and m the early 4th century wimessed a series 
of significant altetations, before being abandoned in 

the lauer pan of the century. ln addition, a ditched 
enclosure with Middle to Late Iron Age occupation 
was also examined. The site is a Sc.hedulcd Ancient 
Monument (HA 163). 

Structure and aims of the report 

Ac the time of Johnston's death in 2011 the si,e 
remained unpublished. Post•exc.avation work was 
underway, particularly on I.be Iron Age settle• 
ment and parts of the villa, while certain groups of 
finds had been srudicd and specialist reports writ• 
ten. Generous granrs from The Hampshire Field 
Club, Hampshire County Council, Winchester City 
Counc,I and English Heri13ge have enabled the 
completion of the finds analysis and thjs report on 
the excu .... ations. The report is based upon Johnston's 
manuscripcs and archival records. The primary data 
and finds have been deposited with Winchester 
Museums Service (Accession number \VINCM 
2923). 

The report consists of 16 chapters. This inttoduc• 
cion ouclinc,o the backgro~d to the project, describes 
the excavatcon and recording methodology and pro­
vides an overview oflhc site. Chapters 2--7 summarise 

-. ...__ 

Fig I Location of Hampshire in the United Kingdom and Sparsholc in Hampshire 
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c excavalcd e\,jde.occ b)' area. A Discussion of_ the 
!den,-e follows which aims to answer qu.csuon; 
about We chronological development of ~c ~,r~ a~ 
. ociaJ and economic basisJ whilst placmg lt m its 
;~~ and regional context. The Discussion is followe~ 
b the specialist reports (Chapters 9-:16). A plan o 
Y ,. pr~'ded m addiaon to detailed every structure "' vu , 

plans and sections of significunr fcaru.rcs. 

The site and its setting 

The villa is situated in \Xlest Wood (SU 4149 3012) 
2.25 km to the south-west of Sparsholt (Fig. 3), on 
a slight spur ot approximorely l 00 m OD, overlook­
ing a sballo,V"dry valley. The ground falls away scntly 
co the aorth, affording views of the surrounding 
countryside. TIie villa was probably approached by 
3 track,,,\.'a)' from the main Roman road (route 45a, 
\Vinchesrer--Old Sarum, Matgary I 967, I 00-1 ), 
some 650m to the south. 

\\7cs1 Wood ii; ancient woodland, now part of Far~ey 
Mount Country Park. The place-name Sparsholt 
is first recorded in 90 I as Speoresholu (OE spere + 
llolr) •wood oflhe spear', which .may refer to a spe:ir­
trap for wild animals, or a wooded area where spear 
shafts were acquired, although the first element may 
be sp,arr 'a spar' or 'rafter' (Mills 1993, 304). This 
woodland would also have provided fuel and timtxr, 
in addition to pannage for pigs. 

The local geology is dominaced by Cretaceous 
chalk capped by a thin layer of clay-with-flints (Cha­
twin 1948}. The chalk produces rend:<inas and brown 
calcareous soils which dominate the landscape. The 
calcareous soils normalJy ha\•e a neutrnl or alka­
line reaction throughout their soil horizon profiles 
(Courtne)' & TrudgiU 1984} and were ideal for both 
arable and pastoral farming (\'<lade-Martins 2004}. 
The chalk slopes of the dry valley to the west would 
have provided ideal grazing for sheep and goats 
whilst the more level ground to the south and east 
could have bcca culrivated. The area immediately 
around the villa was probably covered by scrub, oot 
forest Oohnston 1981, 113): the el(cavation did 001 
find the humus charactcristk of an accwnulation of 
roued leaves. 

By 1965 the cast-facing slope of the spur was 
totally obscured by trees, but fieldwork found faint 
~ccs_ of lynchets and the three ntate$l the site wete 
invesr~guted. Th~ topmost lynchet appears to h:n·e 
bee~ mregrated mro a track serving the villa: a layer 
of flints had been laid directly upon the chalk surface 
~nd ~any of .m_em were weathered and worn. A worn 
~a.nk' comaming Roman pottery and building mate­

rio,Js, apparent!>• formed the lower limit of (he track 
n 1988, the course of th" k • · Js trac was surveyed and 

,31) waCsl shown to connect to the Roman road (Fig 
• osc ro the· • . • • lied Juncaoo wuh the road h was idcoti• 

As. . as a narrow unmeutlled terrace some 9 m wide 

b it a~~roacbed the villa it was just a slight scarp· 
ut us .. ~ the uppc 1 • • , 

N . rmost ynchet as noted abo o me1aJhng was •d •6 
1 ve. 

villa altho gh J cm1 ed at the entrance to the 
, u a complex <,f 'wheel-marks' was rcc• 

osnised as traces of solifluxion. The track ma, ha 
branched here before it passed the nonh-eos ! '' 
fth C d 

.. teon,., 
o e ounyar , arnv1ng at the entrance 
aisled building and a small gate giving access ~: 
Courtyatd. Just outside the north-cast comer 0~ 
C~urcyard a linear feature {Ditch 602), about 1 ~ 
wide ran north-west to south-Casl. Undated it COUid 
have belonged to either an Iron Age or Ri>man 
British field system. o--

Archaeological background 

Unless otherwise stated the information is from lhe 
Hampshire Archaeology and Historic Buikling, 
Record (AHBR). 

Prehistoric 

Evidence of early prehistoric activity in the Sparsboh 
area is rare. Flint flakes and scrapers or the. 
Palaeolithic period were found 12 km to the noru,. 
east ar Lainston House and a flint scatter dated to 
the Mesolithic-Neolithic was recovered during fi<Jd. 
walking in the area of Crab Wood (Boismier 1994). 

TI,e Bronze Age is represented by burial monu• 
ments. A large round barrow lies at a distance 
of about 1.5 km to the soutb-east in West Wood. 
ln I 968 it had a diameter of 36 m and a height of 
1.8 m. One km south of the villa is a ditched "°"1 
barrow. The mound survives co a height of 2 m and 
it has a diameter of about 20 m; surrounding the 
mound is a shallow ditch up to 6 m "ide and 0.2 m 
deep. In 1991 the mound and ditch had a combined 
diameter of 32 m. It is depicted on a 16th-«nturY 
manorial map as 'Robin Hode's Barrow' and in 1955 
was known locally as 'Skilling's Bartow'. To the north 
and north east of the villa lie three groups of plough 
damaged barrows, some surveyed by Grinscll and 
others visible on NM.R photographs. (Grinscll 1938· 
40, RCAHM(E) Air Photographs SU4232/16,l4), 

A hilltop enclosure, about 2.5 ha in eXtcnt and 
of probable Iron Age date lies 1.5 km to the soulh· 
west of the villa at Farley Mount. Air photog,aphs 
show that it is roughly circular, with 1wo por>Jlel 
banks flanking a ditch. On the easrem side • sing!< 
ditch projecting out approximately 35 m wouJd 
have guided animals into the enclosure. The lO~­

rior is divided by a ditched bank wruch creoies "" 
inner enclosure in the oonh-west corner (Craw­
ford & Keiller I 928). Further west, Ashley Cani: 
(SU 394 30 l) (Williams-Freeman I 933; Bowen 
Fowler 1966, fig. I) lies juSt north ofthe\Vinch~<t<r• 
Old Sarum Roman road and is ~ univallate hillforl 
abouc which little is known. In contrast, exc..a\<aD~~s 
at Little Somborne, 3. 75 km nort:b-west of the " '; 
sampled an enclosure of mainly Middle J~n id 
dal,c comaining two round houses, graoane:s e 
storage pits (Neal 1980). Close by, ~t Som~, 
Park Farm, n D-shapcd enclosure dating to th< "'' 
Iron Age., bur with evidence of earlier occupaoon,{1 1,1r 
also been invcstigoced (Harding 20 I O). Three or.~' 
km to the north-east of rhe villa, air photogra?hl 

l"',/1 r \ 
\) 

/ N 
I P 

' I • 
\ /• 'v • 

0 .. 

' 

I 
I 

', 
I 

l 
I , 
I 
I 



:r ":""" o .:i... a: n !;; ::: tr -o • n :::. ·~· ::i ::r :; ..,, . N c, - o -.,. < w ti) ;;;. :; '& "" ::, 5· ., ~ o. ,4 ... ~ ~ 
o~nOuce:to.vi - <n~~On \M ,...5~ -C:.• .. Q.c,.~,..~ 11 -cr:3 ... --ol"'!.. 
,... ~IP - .~;;-,..."' ~~~s,a :,- • \.h~,i"O O ~i;!- ... ,~ ~~ 0: ~ n- g O ;::;·» ~ a n•Q..ij O ~ i; 

\ ~~l!1~l•11•~1~a!~1,i~lt~1:f 8 lJ~iw2;~;J.ta• 
~\\~1~.,1t,~H¥!,lll~li~i~l~~ijt~~:r!tE,~,;1!I 

w' ,-

;l· g n Q. N;::; '4 •~ -
O
=- :, ... ~ .., .... .. 81,)fi - ;J a.~a nsin o:::I z;• 

.I! l
"';,f <t BRN; 

l
f!-S..OsB.!f 

• ,Hflfl-!<i?.f{ 

N \ .& PaJaeOlltlie -Neoblhic 

\ * Brooz• Age \ i \ - Iron Age __ .., / - ,, \ ( I 
,-- ', 1 \ \ • Aomanc,.Snooh l 

1 / ....,, • \ I I 
I I 1 

\ - 12 ( \ / : ;' ,-· - 11 
' \ \ ,' I / / .#10 ,-., ', ,-/.., \\ l \L, ~l .,-, , __ .._ ,-',) ', * 7 \ t -, / 

I - '-J ' I \ ' I I I { .._ _ _. I \ \ I 
I l I / \ _ _ _ J, .... _, ..... , ........ *6 / 4 1 ,::: ___ , 

/ 
.... _ .... , I I 

/ .... \ - ' ,' ;____ C)-✓ ', !'\ 
/ •1 6 ' ~s I / 

I , 11111 1 \ / 
I I ' , s arsholt _, , ~17 I ,..-\ 100M'"'--, I \ !-. ,-" l \ /. 
---, \ I I ,. ,1 .... ______ ,.., I \ 'I 

I \ I l \
1 

I I I I ( • 

/ 
1 

1 • ~./ • TheSite 
2 

1 • 15 13, 
/ I ,.._ I • '- t \ ,_ _..., / 

~~-\..~---l..!.~-:___ * 3 V \," \ ----,• 
'Route 458

1

- ' --------,...___ _ _...,Venta Belgarum I 
. 4 

-------- - - ' / • 8 ----- -- I I I \ 

/ / 90 ~ 
I / / 
I I I 
\ I I I I 
• I 
• I 

I 

S<atot:50000 

1 °f I U 2 ¥ 1 km 
I 

I 
I 

• 14 

/✓--1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I , 

/ , 
I 
\ 
I 
I 

oo m 
I 
I 
( 
( 
I 
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Fig 4 Aerial phorograph showing rhe 'ride' cutting through rhe site ( 1968, Army School of Aviarion) 

identified a possibl<: 'banjo' enclosure near to Kir1on 
Farm; finds of pottery and worked and burnt flint 
have been made in the vicinity. A gas trench exca­
,,ared in 1958, about 2 km to rhe east of Sparshoh 
vil.Jage, produced two ditche.1o and a pit with lron 
Age ponery, while an Iron Age glass bead (aqua in 
colour) was found close to Sparsholt Colle.ge. More 
sign.ificanr lroo Age sites are found closer to \X'in• 
chester. The enclosed scttlcmc.nr at Orem's Arbour is 
6 km to the east and St Carherinc's hillforr is 7 km to 
the SOUth-c:3St, 

Aerial photographs show undated prehistoric field 
systems to rhe north of the villa and an associated 
curvilinear feature (HCC composite aerinJ photo­
graphic plot: AQ2 27-8, CPEIUK/1927:5080, F22 
82/RAF/1954:26. 2) extending in a north-cast to 
sourh-west direction. PoJlen evidence indicates that 
by the end of the Iron Age much of southern Eng­
land was being exploited for agricultural purpo$<i\ 
(Dark & Dark 1997, 94). The evidence shows that 
the landscape around Lhe vilJ3 was no different and 
h.ad been under I.he plough for centuries before U'u! 
.Romans arrived. 

Roman 

Span;holr villa was located 6 km 10 the ea.~, of the 
citricos cap,ial of 1/4:mo Betiarum (Winchester) in the 

tribal area of the Belgnc. The Roman road from 1-l'ma 
ro Sorviodumm, pa$ses to the south of the villa and in 
the 19th century it was noted that it 'remains hard 
and fit for tr8\•el' Oacob 1895, 202). 

There is a local, but unsubstantiated_, report of 
Roman building material, which included a qunntiry 
of tessellaled pa\·emem, being discovered close to 
Sp:irsbolt village. at Mere Coun Manor Farm, now 
Moor Court Farm (Moss 1993, 49; Scort 1993, 87). 
A smaU c:nclosure at Teg Down (4.5 km to the cast 
of the villa) is associated with a 6cld system and has 
been interprch .. >d as a faanstead. 

The aforemc:ntioncd Ashley Camp witnessed a 
phase of reoccupation in the Roman period. -Pot­
[cry and other objects were recovered from the upper 
levels of the defensive dhch aod were also spread 
cht"Oughout the interior. In the 1860s a '(ank' with 
steps leading into it, presumably ra Romon bath, was 
discovered in the south-west corner of the sire. 

About I km to the north-casr of Ashlc)' Camp lies 
Great Up Sombornc Wood where a probable Roman 
villa has been identified from building material, pot­
tery and coins of mninly 4th-cenmry date (Scott 
1993, 85). There arc additional records of portery 
and other finds from this localiry and the sire may 
have ex,endcd over a wide 3re3. According to Neal 
(19 80, l 42), rhere is o villa a.t Up Somborne, which 
is probably the sh~ in question. Tu the west of the 
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eerfal hotogrophy has located. an cxtensi\ic 
wood P L .. h. eh hos been interpreted as 
ystcm or cropmar...,. w 1 . • A . • I 

s I en, assochued wJth lhc vdJa. cna a Roman sett em • d ed 
• h I'" show other ancient, but un ac, , pt,orograp s a ~ • r 

.c .c of ,he wood A sencs o recr:m-fields to u,c soum • . , 
I .pprooched by a hnear u!ature, gular enc osurcs . lh 

robably a trackway, have been rccogmsed at e 
iron Age site at JJtde Somborne (Neal 1980, 91, :fig. 
2), The complex has been identified as a Romano-
British .settlement. . 

E.\:ca,-ation and geophysic&J survey at 3 sue 0.8 km 
east of J(ing's Soroborne (SU 371 3 I 0) revealed a 
series of cnt.losures and plots dating from the ear~y to 
late Roman period. One of the enclosures cooui1ned 
a possible $trUC'Wtt and 4th-century ponccy was 
found in an oven and a post-hole 

Roman activity in the vicinity of Sparsbolt villa is 
also represented by [he chance discovery or artefacts. 
A mterti11s of Severus Alexander (AO 222- 235) was 
found just to the south, a d,narifls of Camcalla (AD 
188-217) was a strO)' 6nd from Ham Green and a 
bronie coin of Gallienus (AD 253-268) was found 
in a rabbit scrape to the <ast of Sparsbolt. In Crab 
Wood o de11arius of Philip (AO 244-49) was discov­
ered and, in 1899, twenty sherds of Roman pottery 
were found, along with bone ftagmems, suggesting 
a disturbed cremation burial (Collis I 977, 69-72). 
Roman finds, in addition to artefacts of medieval and 
posr--medieval date., were recovered by a metal detec­
corisc about 4 km to the nocth-east. Final!)', a coin of 
Max1mian (AD 286-305) was discovered in a garden 
nt Up Somborac. 

Pon-Roman 

Sparshol1 has produced little archaeological evidence 
for the Anglo-Saxon period. The place-name is 
first recorded in the 10th century and may refer to 
a spear-trap for wild animals, or to a wooded area 
where_ spear shllfts were acquired. The closest ph)ISi­
c,,J ev1dencc for early Anglo-Soxon activity is a later 
Sth- to 6th-ccnrury inhumation burial accompa­
nied by• shield boss from Mount Down, 1.75 1<m 
to the soutb-we_st of the villa (Meaney 1964, 97-8), 
but an evaluatlon at Sparsholt AllotmentS rccov .. 
cred evid~occ of pits, pos:t .. holcs, and a lynchet or 
terrace, with several features produdng pottery of the 
I 0th-12th centuries. 

Previous investigations 

Thc woo~lond that grew around the villa oidcd its 
Preservauon and ~rotected ir from agricultural distur-­
:ncc, an~ the ex1st~ncc of ruined buildings anracred 
.... e an_ennon of anoquarics. During the 19th centur1.1 
u1c n.uns we~ pron,· h , , mcm cnoug . to be pro(ceted by 
•. v.ooden fence O•cob 1895 201) Fo I . 
ogauons be • ' • rma mv,es... 
M . gan in 1890 when Winch,-ster's Cb.ief 
H ag1s-trn_tc, ~long with several members of the 

P
;•mpshirc Field Club, visited the site (ibid) The 
ny was itruck by th . • 

cvidcnctd by th 'al • cxt~m of the buildings as 
e moSt buned w3lls'. Plans ror an 

investig.:nion were put in mot-ion and the OWn 
the area (the Ecclesiastical Commissionen) •n °1 

permission. ln September 1895, W H Jacob,{'; 
Shore ~nd No.r~an C N~sbet~ carried out the fill( 

exca,,anon pubhshed, albeit bnefly, in the />me, di 
of tlM Hampshire Field Clflb Qacob 1895) Th• ' •gr . . • .. rePOr, 
states that a survey of the sne identified 'an und . 
loting surface and foundations in every dirccuo ll , 

aod _,hat • day'~ digging !'rodu~d Jar&" quanuti~ 
of flints of varymg •=, m addinon to brge roof. 
ing tiles and tiles from a hypocaust. 'Very mas,h· 
walls formed with flints, bedded in mortar and al~ 
pieces of worked chalk' were uncovered and ont of 
the walls was excavated 'down to a smooth .surface 
fon,,ed on the footing of flints' (ibid, 203). No delJlil, 
of lhe suucturcs, or any Qthcr features, arc gi\"tn in 
the repon and . the work was referred to as 'ttpen. 
me.maJ excavations', i.e. a ttial \!XCa\•ation. Around 
this time • local gamekeeper found a cknaruu of L 
Marcus Julius Philippus ( I 04 BC) (ibid). Neiiher lh< 
coin nor any of the finds from the excavation ha\"t 

survived, although there is a record that they wm 
scot to Southampton Museum Qohnston 1981, 114). 

The next documented investigation took pbct 
in April 1961 when Edward Bannister, a Sparsholt 
resident, and Robert C Turner ofWinches1cr estab­
lished the location of the site by tracing a line oflow 
banks through the undc,:growth Qohnston 1981, 
114). They were successful in defining a large rea­
angle, which was later foUnd to equate with the fuU 
extent of the villa Courtyard (ibid) . The existence oi 
the euthW◊rks was reported to the Field Club wh~ 
secretary notified the Ministry of Public Building; 
and Works (MPBW) and in August 1962 an im-.s1i­
gator wa.s dispatched to makt a record (ibid). 

The excavation project 

By 1919 the Forestry Commission bad token Ol'tt 

the management of the site and bad replanted th< 
area with tre<:S (Fig, 4), It was tree-root damnge to 
the villa and the threat from the proposal 10 bull­
doze • ride through an adjacent area thni initiated 
a formal programme of investigation. In 196; ~• 
MPBW approached David E Johnston, a mastct in 
the Classics Department of Raynes Park Grammar 
School, to supervise an exp!oriuory excavotion aud 

evaluation of the site. This resulced io St\'Cn years 
of excavation ( 1965-72), with an additional season 
taking place in 1985, under the auspi~es of the 
University of Southampton and Hampshire Counl)' 
Councilj to resolve several problems that arose 
during post•excavation analysis. 

As a scholar of the Roman period with • par­
ticular interest in vilJas, Johnston b~d a dec~r­
sonal interest in the site. When work commen 21 

Spars.bolt, few viJlai; in southern Brimin had bee~ 
invesr-iaated in their entirely and c.he site pment ...., ,. 1a111•· 
Johnston with the opportuniry 10 underta"'-c_ 8 . 

1 
scale excavation. The aim was to rcco\'e-r suffk~~. le~ u, 
evideocc to reconsr.ruct the plan of the comp. " the 
St.ructutt of individual buildings and ro outline 
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Fig 5 The Barn showing the typi~I Wheeler box•type c~cavation (photographed 1968) 

chronological development of the site. Although the 
final reporc re,mained unpublished_, the dissemination 
of information through teetun.-s, interim reports and 
arriclcs (e.g. Johnston 1972, 1981, 2004) ensured 
that Sparsbol1 quickly became a iype-si1e for the 
courtyard villa in centrnJ southern Britain. 

Exc:.avation and rcc;:ording methodology 

The investigation ar Sparshoh began at a time when 
the favoured approach to excavation was the grid, 
or box, system devised by Mortime.r \Vheelcr and 
Kathleen Kenyon. This was popular because stratig­
raphy was exposed in sections, i.e. the bauJ~, while 
allowing layers and features to be recorded in cht 
horizontal plane. The method does presen1 several 
problems, howe;.-ver, especially when a site consists of 
numerous features spread out over a relatively large 
area: I.he baulks often obscure details and make it 
difficult co connect layers across the sit.e. 

At Sparsholt che method was used over several 
seasons. A series of 3m1 trenches was la.id out and 
exoava1ed by hand (Fig. 5). The J 970 season sow a 
change in tactics, however. A mechanical digger WR$ 

used 1.0 cut a series of trial trenches across both the 
Courtyard and the lroo Age site. This change was 
a rc:s~nse co the need ro investigate a large area 
rapidly and wos dcvelop<:d further in 1972 when o 

machine was used ro e.'Ct:avatc a large trench over the 
Iron Age site (Fig. 6) . lrus was effectively an 'open­
area_. excavation aimed ar exposing the plan and 
structure of the sire first identified in 1970. 

For recording purposes the complex was divided 
into individual sites, each being given an alpha­
betic code (A-L, Fig. 7) which IJlrgely corresponded 
10 buildings. The rooms were aumbered 1-23 
UU'-0ughout; a new sequence was not started for each 
building. RomM numeraJs were used for pns and 
ditches found on Site L. \'v'ithin each site, trenches., 
'sub-trenches' and baulks were given unique num• 
bers. Greek ltners were sometimes used ro 1.wojd 
(or increase!) co11fusion: on Sires G (lbc Hall) and 
F (The Aislod Buildings, east end). L1ycrs (and this 
term might have bee.n used as a convenience) arc 
numbered within each trench, or area ff applicable. 

A brief description of the activities was recorded in 
the trench/area supervisors' note book. Jn the earlier 
years these books recorded the different layers, with 
a brief description and o simple sketch, but for the 
later $C.8Sons they included. a slatcment aboul the 
objectives of the excavation and a conclusion. 

Ponery a.nd bones were collected in bags, which 
also rec(lrdf!d the location of tht finds: excawtion 
code (SP), site let1er (e.g. G) and a bag code which 
was a unique sequ<!ntial idenrifier altOC3LCd each day, 
for ~xampJe SPOAY. The contents of each bag were 
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recorded in the site •bag books' as well as in lhe site 
note books for each area. ln addition, there are lists 
of bags which detail the finds and give their prove• 
nancc. The sma11 finds were numbered consecudvcly 
throughout the excavation. Although the recording 
methodology was .structured, in the earlier yea~ it 
did not clcady tie anefact.S to fcarures, or identify 
11.ratigraphical relationships, which was mainly a con­
sequence or using the _grid method of excavating~ 

A fuU survey of lhe area around the site was not 
possible because of the trees and undergrowth (Figs 
3 & 4). 

Excflva1io11S in 1965 .... 
96" The R,resu, The first year of excavation wos I ' ·. ·e,;: or trial 

• • d h it• and a sen • .,. Comm1ss1on cleare t e 5 c , h exte.nl of u,.; 
trenches were dug co dete~in~~ ~~tion of the 
Courtyard walls and ascena,n I find \\'ilS :Ill 

Th l spectacu or s main buildings. e mos • House { itc 
• , the Main ., almost intact mosaic 1rom . (co\'er aou 

• • .L. c,rv Museum D), now on display m u, -
pp.113- 115). 

Hxcawrio,u in 1966 _ rJ 
3 program, ••• 

Based on the results of 1965 d funded bY tb< 
annual excavaoon was im • • plemt!at.: , 

ij 
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I during August and MPBWI. Each season took P ace eh 3 " 
I 1966 a grid of26 trenches (ea m" 

Septtmbec. •dn over the Aisled Building (Sites A and 
wts excavat... :) , the 
I') and a grid of24 trenches (each 2.74m 'o,er 
Maio House. 

Ex,avati'o11s in 1967 

ln lhc following year, Rooms 9, 9A, I 0 and I J of the 
Main House were re.-cxan1jned, plus an area of the 
Baths io lhe Aisled Building,;. 

E.;«m.,VlllOtts ;,, 1968 

'Jne year 1968 saw the excavation of four uenches of 
v•rying length, from 3 10 11 m, over a building: j~st 
10 lhe south of the Courtyard wall (The Hall, Sttc 
G)t while an exploratory trench was open~ to inves­
tigate no area ou,side che Courtyard on its eastern 
side (Sire D. ln addition, a tteoch over 73 m long 
and 1.5 m wide was OJl"Ded along the line of the 
eastern Courtyard wall, and the Well (She I), first 
identified in 1966, was re-examined. Twenty uenches 
were dug over the Barn (Sire C), which bad first been 
identified during trial i:renching in J 965. 

E.Tcat;0t1'cms ;,, /969 

The excavation of lhe Barn was completed and 
further work was done on the bath house in the 
Aisled Building (Fig. 8). Rooms 2, 3 and 7 of the 
Main HOU$<: were re-investigated, along with the 
north-east comer of the building, to establish the 
relationship becwecn c.he Main House aod the 
Courly.lrd wall. 

E.x.c(l'l}(ltio11s it1 1970 

The year 1970 saw further work on the Hall, but the 
major actMty was the excavation of 20 rria.l trenches 
across the Courtyard (Site K), and outside its west 
side (Sire L). The trenches (about 0.60 m wide) ,...,re 
c:xcavared usjng a, mechanical digger, No featur~s 
were recorded within the Courcyard but several 
diLChes and pit$ were identified outside it. 

Hxtava:U>l,s ;,, 197 J 

The Aisled Building wimessed additional work and 
~n ea~lie~ buiJding wa.~ discovered beneath it. The 
lnYCSuganon of the Hall continued with the op,en-

bin~ of a large 13.5 m x 4 m trench which traced ·the 
u1ld1ng's north wall. 

Exc.atJaiiom iu 1972 

By I 972 the focus had L" d 
or the Cou . s,mte back ro <he area wcsr 
di r w rtytlrd (Sne L) (Fig. 6). A mechanical 
c.x::atio~s :sed kto dear lhe to?soil> allowing area 
earlier Aisled e:n~i place. ;'I• investigation of lhc 
Wh•1 '" ng ond its balh house concioued • I C JOU[ ttcnches . . , 35SOCJated with the exploration of 

t?e M~ln House were re:o~ned ~o e-scablish the re ~ 
11onsh1p between the ong,nal budding and iis !a 
wing. SOUllt 

Excat,'atr'om in 1985 

Johnston returned ro Sparshol, for a final tini . 
I 985. The work involved a re-excavation 0/.:; 
later Aisled Building to try to establish the rel>ti . 
ship and function of several of the walls within: 
building. ' 

Outline of the site 

The site occupies a small spur of land orientated 
north-south; to its east is a s.ma.ll dry valley nnd 
the location afforded a dear view o\'er mos1 of the 
surrounding countryside. A ditched lron Age enclo­
sure was located to the west of the villa. Althougb 
several beehive-shaped pits were discovered during 
excavation, no evidence was t'Ound for an}' sttucrures 
or buildings. 

The villa complex consisted of an Aisled Building, 
a rectangular Main House and • Barn. These sttuc­
t1Jres were arranged around three sides of a Court­
yard and were jointd by a wall which also formed me 
front of each building (Fig. 7). The Hall was sitwted 
just outside the south-east corner of the Cour,yard. 
An earlier Aisled Building (AB !) was disc01<r<d 
beneath its larger successor (Aisled Building II). Tu 
original north Courtyard wall was aligned with th,s 
building and formed ai't inglc with the WC$tern .,-.J~ 
enclosing a regular trapezium-shaped area roughly 
76 m by 55 m. The rhomboidal plan was cmttd 
when rhe successor building was consD'uc1ed on t 
different alignment, probably to make the Courtyard 
more rectangular. 

The western limits of Aisled Building I w<rt nem 
established, but in common with irs successor it ccin· 
tained a bath house. Dating evidence for the originli 
building was limited, bur it was probably constrUC'led 
during the mid to late 2nd cenrury AD. During cbt 
late 3rd cenrury it was replaced by the much larg,t 
strucrure (AB II) whose roof was supp<>rt<d on 
wooden posts sec on stone bases. The \vestern eod 
of the building was extended by the addirion of• 
suite of lhree rooms., two of which bnd red tessellaud 
floors, while the third had a mosaic. 

The main residential buildfag (the Main House) 
'd bv was probably n singlc-srorey structur~ 9 rn_ \\1 e. • 

30 m long, with a Corridor on the front which on: 
na!Jy gave access co a series of seven rooms, one 

7
) 

which was heated by a hypocaust; another room ( 
had o geomecric mosaic. Several of the other room~ 
including the Corridor, had patterned 1e.-sellill r 
floors. [n the late 3rd or early 4th cenrury pairs;, 
rooms~ or pseudo ... 'wings', were added to botb . 
north and south ends of the building. Walls were con 

tb • ccrnnJ sur· scructcd from morrared ffinrs, whiJe e 10 roo( 
faces were decorated with paimed plaster. :be ne 
and the Corridor were covered by Purbeck hn;~":m 
riles, but the twq rooms at eidtcr end were aJ ' 
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Fig 8 Aerial photograph of the Aisled Buildings under excavation (Army School of Aviation) 

clay 1cgulae and t'mbrices. Ponery and coio evidence 
suggest a main period of occupation from the mid 
3rd century up to at lease the middle or the 4th cen• 
cu.ryAD. 

The Barn was a s'inglc-stQrcy agriculrural building, 
16 m long by 5 m wide, constructed of faced flints 
witb a mortar render. Coin 3nd pouery evidence 
indicace a period of use from the mid-3.rd to mid..JJth 

century. The Hall, which was siruaced just Qutside the 
Counyard, probjbly comprised a timber frame sec 
on low masonry walls. h was 18 m by 12 m and of 
a single span. h contained an oven and a small grave 
with o multiple buri31 or possibly five neonate ske1-
erons. Dating evidence was Hmitedi but the building 
ma:-,1 have been occupied after the abandonment of 
the main villa. 



Chapter 2 

The Iron Age (Site L) 

Introduction 

An Iron Ag< 1<1tkmm1 (Sne L), lymg to the "~' of 
tbr nib a,mpkx, ,.., in\'CSUllllcd m IQ70 and I '172. 
In 1970, 20 1rcnehe11 \\ere m1ct11ne dug. They "ere 
aprroicim•rdy 0.60 m ,.l<lc and th,· sotl was r<m<wcd 
down 10 chalk bedrock, with feAlur« bc1ns hand 
cin,l<d td rc,:ord,d. Ar, opm--vca caaa,-.1,on rook 
place w I 972 wuh • full ,m..,,1igau11n or the features 
prc,1t>USl) ldcnuficd 

The c:xcavatlon revealed three 11de:1 of a rcctan• 
sulu ditched mcfo,Utt of unkno,m tx1m1 and the 
,Prctf:nce of e:arU)w{lrk.s mdic1tcd lhat it ~"'as part of a 
far larger compla. Th-ch·c pn, and an enn-.nc.. were 
ID\fltigaltd but oo •truau.rn or dwdlinp w,re iJcn­
nficd. 

l>bu lnf 

Pha,c I: prc-encl0$ure (Middle Iron A&e?) 
PI,..., 2: mdO\urc M,dJJc-.Late lroo Asel 
Pha-. 2b: Pit VIU 

The pba11ng of the pits and d1tc:hc, ha, been "'tab­
lnhcd through sn-.11~ph1c rclauonsh1p. and dated 
P<>11«>'· Tu-., main ~ ba,-c been klmufi<d. The 
carl,m ""!dcncc 1s pro_v1dcd by Dnch m and two pns 
,.IX and XXJJI ,; no diacnootac pottery -.-., found so 
the features arc oss1ened to Phase I bccau,c th~ a 
.tnr1111......._,a, carbcr -, re 

•·•-; than D11ch I. The ne.r acu,·-
1.ty (Phase 2) II represented by the enclosure d11ch 
~'':"' I and XXf1, 9,fl,ch" dated to the Middle to 
r t~on Age. The POttery al-o shOWs that a numbc,r 
' . th tb pm 6:'>m the ,ntcnor \\:~re contemporary 

wi e ercauon of thl, bollndar)· Po.r-,bting uu, 
~,ty ".-.. Plt VITI which cut 01tch 1. Th 
daune C\.idmcc but the •btcnc f crc- is no 
Roman marenal • o set:un,ly •tratlficd 
Middle, La, auggem that the pn is part of the 

< Iron Ace '<ttlcmcm The 
qucmly dtSrurbcd b P11 "·•• sub..,. 
in th< Ro Ya rc-cumng of Ouch I, probab ly 

man penod 1\,'0 uf<hc - .. firom -" sure "''ere 1iubsc ... ,.nc enc lo-
..,..., , ,f P,1 XJfl q~~ m~~ficd, ie. the enl•~­
(XIV b) over the .. iic of J:°'~~ dtcimc of• n,-- pn 
.,. undated. n •• but both episode, 

•-~-~uBmb<Jmr of fcan,r,s ,..,,. IU-.tilicd bcnca·" .L 
"""""' "' p (p.20) TI, u, u,e 

• cy ...,,. probobly p,r1 of 

the Iron Age sculcmem but could noc be ~ 
dated. 

Rcs-uJta of the excavation 

D11.:MJ 
Ouch Ill 

The carbc,,r acuvity on the sue compn,cd 1 >1r:,p­
s1Jed, round-bottomed dnch 1ppro,anu1dy 1 ~ ■ 
9.-'idt, with • rounded end, runn.ina \\bl~\t :nc 
9) It 11 of unknown lenath or purpose aad , t:. 
conlllJllcd 1n1m1I bones. The dneh had been tN'\11 

before bcina allowed to silt up naturally and 111 -
611 contamed a •angle bone and thr~ sherds of Iron 
Age 81nt-tempettd pottery 

Ouchn I and XXI 

D1tchC1 I and XXI created three sides of the mdo­
sure, Onch I 0<CUp)1ng the cast .nd IOutlt \Ida 
(F1p I O & 11 ) . The primary >1lts of Duch I prob­
ably dcm-.J from a banlt. Both ditches -crc ,rccp­
s,dcd but of ,-aryma d1meruion, with a rounded 
bottom The cornen \\'Cre oglltly CW'\-.d, bc«­
narrowcr in the north-<ean sector A 4 SO m •idr 
gap m Duch XXI II mterpretcd a, an cnll'IO<t 
At some pou,t the ditches "= re-cur. but oal! 
the upper fill was remO\,'Cd (to a depth of 0.4~ m;. 
The re-cur was &encralfy V-$1upcd . The ..,.., lilb 
of Duch I produced 171 •herds of Iron Age ftm<· 
tempered pottery, but the UPl'ff fills c,,own<d OI 

sherds of predominately l11e 3rd 10 late ·Ill• ccnntt> 
AD date, 1ndica11ng a Roman penod re-cur. Dil<l 
X.XI produC'Cd 93 •herd, of Iron Age pon,ry, but 1• 
its upper till was a <hallo-. s,a,·c coown11l1! • ;,male 
bunal. Thi, -.-as Cl I dared to the l<t ccn1ury BC. 
conlirmana that by the Late Iron Age (c.100 BC-AD 
50) the duchca had <1l1ed up and the cncloolll< bJd 
probably bc..n abandoned. 

Pu, 

Inside lhc e-nclo,urt wctt 10c Iron Aae storage 1"" 
(VD, xn, XIII, XIV, xv and XVlf), ('"ll ""' """. * 
•<>oaatcd with the earlier Duch Ill (IX and XX~I~ 
and thttc shallow holl""> wh1cb were cith<f "'· 

-
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geological features or ane:ie.nt tree throws (Vl, X, and 
XVI). Oursidc t.hc cnc:Josurc we.re two Roman pit's 
(V and XX) ond four narural hollows (XVU, XXIl, 
XXl\l and XXV). 

Pi!S IX and XXIII 

The two pits were roughly circular and steep-sided. 
Both were cu1 by Di1ch I and probably preda1ed 
the enclosure .. There was some slight "'eat.hering or 
undercutting on their north faces. The pits did not 
produce any finds and \.;•ere not mirrored on the 
other sid.e of lhe entrance. 

Pi, Vll (Fig. 12) 

This was a steep-sided 8at-bouomcd pir 1 m in 
diameter and 0.5 m deep. lt may ruive been of 
beehive shape; the top had crumbled inwards, prob­
ably during deliberate infilling. The lower fills, which 
conrained a mass of closely packed fire-fractured 
flints, appear to have entered from the north side of 
the feature, The uppermost layers, however, appar-­
ently entered from the south. The two uppermost 
layers represent the re-use of a panly-filled pit and 
concaioed burnt mo1eriaJ and a sherd of late .3rd- to 
4th-ccntuty AO pottery. The lower levels contained 
11 sherds of flint-tempered pottery, including a sand-
1empercd saucepan pot (Fig. 88, no.l 5), animal bone 
and antler. 

Pit Xll (Fig. 12) 

llus was an abnost perfectly circular pit 2.45 m in 
diame1or and 2.40 m deep. Toe original profile would 
have been beehive-shaped with a flat bonom, but 
the narrow opening had been deliberately widened. 
The complex imerleaving of layers suggests detiber­
a1e infilling in two stages, with J.inle or no interval 
ber.veen them (conjoining sherds were noted from 
widely separated contexts). The initial 611, introduced 
through the narrow opening, formed o convex heap 
at the bouom; the opening was then widened to form 
wedges of chalk n,bble, while the final 611 followed a 
non1ral profile. The upper 611 produced tw0 sherds of 
amphora. Ninery $herds of flin,-tempered and shell­
tempered pottery "'-ere recovered from the tower tills. 
Four layers contained a mass of burnt Aims. 

Pi1 Xlll (Fig. 12) 

This may have been a beehive pit that wa~ subse­
quently and incompletely enlarged. The original pi, 
was circular in shape and 1.15 m deep. The smooth 
base showed signs of burning which might indicate 
fire-<:lcaning. The bottom 0.60 m of the pi, was 
almost perfectly circular, 1.40 m io diame,cr, wir.h 
near vertical sides. On the west side, the to_p part 
of the pit had concave sides, while on the cast there 
wa., a horiiontal shelf with large ftin, nodul ... The 
remainder of the upper side of the ph wns almost 
vertical, probably r-esuhmg from an abortive anempr 

10 enlarge ir ... nie west end bad signs of unsystematic 
concave hacking with a small axe,,.Hkc implement, the 
onJy cool-marks from the Iron Age site. The east end 
had a neat shelf o.nd a straight working face corre­
sponding co the seam of flint. There were three broad 
phases of fill: rapid silting {11 ) probably ttampled 
by workers enlarging the pil; natural silting (7) and 
dclibera1e backfill (Layers 5 and 2) incorporating 
much burnt material. The upper layers contained 89 
sherds of Iron Age flin1-1empered Pottery and masses 
of'burnt flints. 

Pits XIV (a) and (b) 

These we.re two relatively shallow i1:ne.rsecting pits. 
The earlier pit (X!Va} was 0.66 m deep and circular, 
with a ma.ximum diameter of I.SO m.Tht chalk base 
was burnt. The fill contained a large quantity of fire• 
era.eked flints and 18 sherds of predominandy flint­
rempered pottery. 

Pit XJVb, which cut XlVa1 was an irregular shallow 
depression only 0.53 m deep. There were no finds 
except for a few bones, and it mi.ght have been a nac­
ura.J depression caused by a rrec throw. 

Pit XV (Fig. 12) 

Thfa was a small beehive pi, with an aperture of only 
1.3 7 m and a depth of less than 1.0 m. Originally i, 
would ha\•e been about 1.40 m in diamere.r with a 
nacrow opening. It had been deliberately backfilled 
wilh burn, flint and clay containing domestic debtis 
in~luding a bronze loopeheaded pin (SF 52 I) and 
a tiny bronze ring (SF 64 I). The pi, also produced 
169 sherds of flint-tempered panery. A layer of chalk 
rubble could have resulted ftom the sides collapsing 
during backfilling. 

Pit xvn (Fig. 12) 

This small beehive pi1 was the most perfcaly-shaped 
on the site; it had an aperture diameter of l .67 m, a 
maximum diameter of 1.90 m and a base diameter of 
I. 77 m. The fla, base was 1.27 m below chalk level, 
suggesting an original depth of I. 70 m. The upper 
fill contained l 15 sh.erds of Iron Age flint-tempered 
poncry. A rare fearurt (and unique on this site) was n 
miniature bee.hive-shaped, round-botcomcd pit in the 
floor, dug to a depth of 0.43 m. The 611, of clay and 
chalk with some charc031 flecks, gave no indication of 
its purpose. The lowest level ,vas of loose, granulared 
chalk - the result of burrowing by rodenlS. The fill 
produced the remains of ar least l 7 voles and three 
shrews, comprising 76% of the rodent bones from 
the si,e (192 of 253). The quantiry of bones and 
their differing states of fusion may indicate o nest site 
{p.J 82). 

Pi1 Vtn (Fig. 11) 

Tbis elong'3ted pitJ approximately 0.50 m de,epJ c-ut 
in,o the fill of Oi1cb I, was $Ubsoqucndy disturbed by 
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1 hll 01 rc-dcro,itc<I cla)· and flint• 
the J1lch rc-cu1 H L- o( lhc re-<u1 and rq,tttcnh 

'C'f\' um·• · (1 rrui;t 
-.-n, . the Rom:an pcnod. No poncry 
n•tural ,dunR durm, (SI' 429 and 

!owld but ""' t,ronz, frilim•n" • IQ1 one '"r which might be part of • ,.~mpk \\11T 
s.3n.,..... ~ertd The ltk.""St 1,11tmhcan1 layer 
~~K"lt 11-.:rt' It 

. be• thick anti ,ucky d3rk bn:mn clay a,ncalf'I• 
ma, b .,. "·-• _ chalk. cattfull\' wnc><>thcd owr ,ng ''tfY tuc ,..... •• • I 
a l•wr of clean ch•lk rut>blc, l""'"hly ~• c>rrg,na 

, . -•- •-,tt con1amcd an\'lind,. Inc l<1turc up.'I\L .,cru= ~, .
1 

d 
is tnttrptt1cd a~ an .:nfaracmcnc or t.h~ rartJy ,, tt 
Ditch I 10 rom, a cby-bnc<I sump, ro,,..bly 10 toll«t 
watrr. 

Pn- XXII and XXJV (Fi;. 11) 

Ju,t 10 th, \Oulh of the enclosure \\·at a p.a1r of \'U'tu • 
all) conUIUQUS pn or OOpl lha1 nearl)· '"'uchcd 
the "~•ll>crc<I \Ide or ou,h XXJ. Pu XXII WU I m 
m d,amctcr bu1 only 0A0 m <kq>. It .. .,., filkd "lth 
re-<kp()\lrc<I natural Pu XXJV ,.. .. , alw I m ,.;Jc, 
but ,lightly shalloott at 0.37 m. The fill wa, dark 
brown M blade. da)· \loith '4.4.lmt e,.iJtncc i1f burning. 
l\e11hcr lotun: proJuc:<d find, 

Ovtrview 

Dam11 et 14/enu 

The ,uc pui m che Cihtem end of the cncl05utt \\'ere 
•'dl-dclircd "onts• pn cootauunJ Iron Ago, lhnt• 
tempered pottery, ,..,th ,mailer •moum, of "111J 
aaJ J>dl-remr,ttd -.-.re Tabk I Pu, VU and XV 
also produced sherds of Romam>-Bnu,b r<>ttery, 
bu1 ~ .., "'"1 ""'' m ~ ~ UJ'l.'tt • lb and probably 
lntrU\1\-'C, 

Pt, XJI °" ,taU>cJ a tlau-t<mp,rcd r.httcl deco­
rated with simple vertical striation, (Fia;. 88, no..t), 
.tr 1iot.c1. I\ -mabr Ii• 3rd to ht ccnn,n· BC ma.renal 
from St Cothcnnc'< I fill (CunhlTc 2005, 627), In th< 
UPP<f fill of the pn •= "''O l•ri• amphora <herd, rn 
• hard, smoou, <andy fabrrc. with buff outer and red 
U1MT -..ut...,. 11mdar to hahan ,-..,..1,. Pctr0log,cal 
and typolo31c•I C\1dencc ,ugaou that th<)· arc from 
a 0...,....,1 I form, a date be"'"" I )0 BC and 1he 
cod ofll>e ht century BC" •1'1'ropna1e (p,94), 

Pit XJII contained l<\-cral sherds rn • <oar1e funt­
:'pcrcd _material wrth a cordoned and llnated dec­

lloll IF,g. 88, nos. 9 & I)), <imll•r to J)l'lller;· from 
me Iron Ace settl<m<nt at \lt'orthl' Down I Hool-· 
192,, pi, .. I\'), ., 

Hu Hm,~ SJ,.J. 
~ 

SW. 7"'4/ - - ,_,.,,,d Pu VII 10 I p,, xr: 66 3 II 
P11X111 IQ ~· 80 l P1tXI\' •• •• fl'nX\' lb!> l 17 Puxvu "" 2 ••• ,,_ 

HI • 110 12 20 IHI lat,k I 
-._ umber ol 1-,... thn,h b)· I'll 

Pn XV contarncd sherds from a , . .,, 
~-ep~""' 

1 Jar w1th oblique lines between f'\Jt\4, of do IQ! 

no,.2 & 5:, rn St Cathtnnc\ H1!1-W,,rah,· ~'11\ 
l~t XVII contarncd a ,man -.herd from S t:ilt 
ennc'1 H1II-Worth1· Oown-sl}'le Jar (Frg. :'l,t Caih­
anothcr from • Trundtc .. cyle pot (Fig. ~~ Do.I 
and another fn,m a Gla,tunbur}' wart bOl..i ;'Fino.~?, 
no. IC,) (p.<l2J. 1', 

Thnt \.'lriou, ~t)·Jc-s of po1t.:ry "'tff 111 tllC hta 
the .\lrddl< Iron Asc to the l>t ecnrury BC 8oih 
St Catherme's Hill and V('orthy Ix..,, ltt ~~ 

1 •horl dmance from Spa,..holt, but the Gla<""'1,in 
bowl 11nd 'f"rundle-,tyle rot "~re lrad,d °'"'..,.;; 
11n:ater dm•ncc•. There arc al\O se,-cra] <herd & 
1 number of dl)tlncta\"C •,aucc-rm·.q.-pc P0b.. ~ 
were part1culart1· probfic and charactemu, o/ the 
Middle Iron Age in wu~m l'.ngbnd 'Goioc,~ 
120). ~ 

The ,v1Jence indicate. tl-.. ,, the ..,. ,... .., 
•=pied from the mid• Ith ccntur)' BC um~ tit, 
bcgmnrng of the ht <:mtun BC. Gta,,r .....,. 
l<>gical prc,ision ma)' be pro,·rdcd by the ,rz, o1 t1t, 
pus ( rabk 2). It ha, b«n ,uggmcd that ltmllcr r,u 
bclona to the hh ccntur)· BC, while by 1hc 3rd ""1 
Znd centuries IIC they "ere lal'Jl'f, <>n "'ffl;;'< ~ 
2 m Jeer (Cunhtre 2005, ~11 ). Th11 would~ 
that Prts \'II anJ XI\' w,,rc the earl1<>1, Pin Xlll,X'\' 
•nd XVII •lrghtly later, and Pu Xll the latcn,da:, 
to the )rd or 2nd century BC. 

1\1 Op,,,,., .,\1J.nnt11,.. U"iJ1Aot o.;,i 
d,J-,,. rriJ:I, -Prt VII 0.7'm 1.00m OQSm OJ<l; 

l'u XII 2.11 m 2.•sm 2.JOm Ula 
Prt XIII 2.21 m 2 ,:,0m I ~Om 1 llm 
Pu XIV 1.71 m C'll 1.80 m 145 ■ UOa 
Pu X\' 1.50 m 1.70 m I iOm O.'iia 
Prt X\11 1.50m 1.80m I ;om I "1■ 

'libk 2: l>unt"n~aon\'. nf Iron Age- ,wrtJI! p1h 

Srru.:nmJ/ tt·&J.i:,,u 

Only the ea<tern end of the enclo<urt "~' ..,,ut<d 
and no eV1dcnce of un.1cturc~ ur grananc,; al foaD! 
If the ,uc contains ,uch f~aru~ thcr att 1oa1td 11 

the uncxca\-ated atta, 



cncfosur, ._ 
►' BC 1lllli 11, 
Jreattr­
' the <u:< ml!, 
Ilia t srn,Da lD 
by thcJnl..­
n a,·mll< a11c:, 
wouldindi:z, 

t, Pits XJD.I 
lie lotC!l,d&:q 

iJ1I, ar lliF' 
1(0,r, 

>Sm 0511 
JO m Hll 
IOm I II, 
l5m ae, 
'Om 011, 
'0m 1,;• 

pttJ 

·was~ 
rits wa~faas 
, arc Jocaod, 

THU IRON AOE (Sn-EL) 19 

evidence come-:,: mai.nly from animal bone found 
in thl!' pits. Sheep \YCrc more numerous lhan cattle 
(p.1&3-84) and tlus may indicate the rearingofsbcep 
on site and the slaughrering of them for meat at an 
earlier age t:ban cartle. A grea.cer pror,ortion of sheep 
ro caule was also found at Lhe Andover sites or Old 
Down Farm and Knights Enham (Stoodley 2013), a 
pattern typical in WeS$ex (Hambleton 1999, 87). In 
addition, Sparshoh produced a small amount or pig 
and a large quantity of roe deer, although most of the 
latter came from a single aaimaJ recovered from Pil 
Xill. 

Ritual 

The left hind leg of a cow of around 2- 3 years was 
found at the base of Pir XUI; the bones from the ribia 
:md foot were articulated and the femur_, although 
disa.rcicuhned, wa.s in lioe with the resl. The pit also 
produced a ju\'eniJc roe deer represented by parts 
of its vertebrae and most of its limb bones, suggest­
ing that the animal llJld been buried largely intact. 
The deposition of animals> and in some instances 
humans, in the basal fills of piu has been recorded 

on many Iron Age sites. Such 'special deposit~~ ha\'e 
be~~n interpreted as ritoa.l behaviour, offerings and 
sacrifices to the gods for a $ucccssful harvest or to 
secure victory in war (Cunliffe I 992, 79; Hill 1995). 
Examples can be deed from Winnall Down (Fa.sham 
1985), Weston Down, Micheldever (Gibson & Knight 
2007, 30) and Knights Enham (Stoodley 2013). 

D"Jine and aharzdqmntm 

The enclosure was occupied from the mid-4th 
cenrury BC and abandoned tov.rards the beginning 
of the lst cenrury BC. Settlement discontinuity wa., 
common at many J\.1..idd.Jc Iron Age sites in south­
ern England i.n the I st century BC and has been 
attributed to the emergence of a new socio-p0litical 
regional elite and the establishment of local tribal 
clticfs (Cunliffe 2005, 141). A Belgic incursion imo 
the Solent region in the decades around 13(}-l 00 
BC may have been the catalyst for 1hesc changes: the 
arrival of refugees in advance of the Roman conquest 
in Gaul in the S0s BC would have caused \Videsprcad 
social and economic d,isruprion (ibid, 127- 35). 



Chapter 3 

The Aisled Buildings (Sites A & F) 

tntroduction 

Investigation of the Aisled Buildings rook place in 
seve:n of the eight years of excavation. Initially it was 
though< that there were 1wo separate structures (A 
and F} bu1 in 1969 ir was confirmed thar the-y were 
parts of the same building, which resolved itself as 
Aisled Building [I (AB Jl). In 1971, it was realised 
!hat AB [I was construc\ed over an earlier building 
(AB I) which was on a slightly differem alignment 
(Fig. 13). Further excavation 100k place in 1985 to 
in\lestigate questions raised during the post--excava­
tion proceSs. 

Evidence for AB I was limited, because most of it 
was destr0yed during the construction of AB 11 and 
its full cxrem was nev<r identified. The surviving 
foundations_ indicate thnt it was at least .30 m long 
and approx.unately 12 m wide, with a bath-suite in 
the south-eaSt corner of the building. AB [I was a 
larger stru.crure, nearly 36 m long and 14 m wide. It 
also conra.med a bath-suite in its south-east corner. 

Results of the. excavation 

Ftau,m pro-da1i11g ,1,, Ai,led Building, 

Du~n_g the excavation SL"< fearures, four pies and rwo 
f'lhes were found sealed beneath the floor of AB 
• They are probably of Iron Age date. All the its 

were shallow, about O 4 5 to O -o d p · • .:, m eep and none 
comamed artefactS. The two gull' • . 
shape and O J . ies were lrregular m 

Pit' 12 n y o~e contoincd Iron Age pottery. 
Onl was an ITTegular shallow pit, 0.45 m deep 
dee: :~~ ::drn:S of Pit 14, approximately 0.50 ~ 
of r;-depositc~"":1a; "f!'~ ~ I consisted of three layers 
l88 contained flint -w~ • mts ~d some chalk. Pit 
rial. h was probably•~n ~dcposu"? building mate• 
Roman period. Pit 206 ' '""~na Age Pll levelled in the 
contained a complex fil l m~o_ut 0.50 m deep and 
through ,o mixtures of I gmg from pure clay 
brown matrix possibly CfJc ay_ 8:"d monar, to a dark 
layer. h was sealed b bu ntammg ~tves in its lowest 
stming sire clearanc! for ~t materiaJ ~robabJy irepre-

Fcaiurc 19 w•• . • cons<ruct,on of AB II 
I . - an ,rregula II • ow,,r of 114 rwo fills . r gu Y or scoop. The 
d b comamed lro A :.u ~nd some charcoal fte ~ ge pottery and 
IJlry dnch or gully cu, i, •turc >6 was a fragmen­

y the cast wall foundation 

trench of AB I. The trench and wall b d '-'•· . 
I. ghtl • h a su.....,. s 1 y mto t . e ditch. \Vhcn rbe area 

d • 1985 • was ,...,,.,._ \1are 1D no s1gn of the ditth was ft . nd 
east of the building. ou 10 the 

Aisled Building l 

The excavation produced little information r, a,, 
plan of AB l and crucially no evidence for the 7...,. 
o~t pos~. Its sha~e and si2c arc consistent, h~-e\·tr, 
w11h aisled buildings from southern England 
(Cunliffe 2008). ft is estimated 10 ha, .. b<:to ju" 
over 30 m m length. At 12 m wide, it could ha•,, 
accommodated a central aisle of 20 Roman r .. , 
(about 6 m) and two naves of 10 feet. Large stone 
column bases were used in the consrruction of AB ff 
and it is possible that these were salvaged from AB 
I, which would explain their 3bsence. Aisled build­
ings are known to have replaced similar stru<tutt! 
on slightly different al.ignments at Casdt Cop,,, 
Wiltshire (Hostetter & Howe I 997), Dunkirt &m, 
Abbotts Ann, Hampshire (Cunliffe & Poole 2008') 
and Beddington, Londo!) (Adkins & Adi-ins 1986), 
to give just 1hree examples. 

Foundations and walls 

The north wall of the building was laid dir<(liy 0010 
the clay-with-flints subsoil. It was approxima«lr 
Im wide and had an outer face of flinl nodules 
and an inner face of chalk blocks, while !he ct1llR" 

was packed with small chalk pieces. The nor~• 
corner of the building was identified under tbc door 
of AB U and this allowed the eastern limi1 of !ht 
building to be estoblished. 

The south wall was only dctectoble as a founda· 
tion trench although the wall formed part or dt< 
north Courtyard wall. It was constrUcted in ash•~ 
trench, 0.90 m wide and O. LO m deep, fill«! .,II> 
compacted chalk. Originally the Courl)"ard ":'' [111· 

pezium-shaped, only becoming recumgular ,.,,h lb< 
construction of AB TI. iht 

AU trace of the we.stern \IJ8LI was e.ro:sed dunng of 
consuuction of AB a1 bur there were 3 nuut~dtli 
clues, includin,g differential foundation tt<llch •:..,8 
and packing, which showed where lhc soutbCfJI 
rurned westwards. 

. . 

I 
I 
.I 

I 
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A shallO\\', roughly circular grave \~as discovered 
next to the south foundation rrencb (F,g_. 14), Jr con• 
taioed the remains of a neonate wb~ d1ed at 39-:42 
weeks gesrnrion (p.172-173). Radiocarbon daung 
places the burial in the 16th century AD. 

The Baths 
A simple bath house was siruated in the south-east 
corner of the building. hs walls were cons~cted 
emirt:ly of mortartd ftint nodules. ll was dcrno~tshed 
during the construction of AB U and the debris \WS 

dumped into the hypocaust to create a ~evel surface 
for the later building. Sufficient remained of the 
roundations and the hypocaust, however, to idendfy 
the floor plan and function of the rooms (Fig. 15). 

Room 26 
Room 26 coorained the lower part of a D-sbaped 
plunge bath, lined with bright red painted plaster. 
The full dimensions of the room are unknown, but 
it could have extended east of the plunge bath (Fig. 
16). The room may have functioned as the changing 
room (ap<!dyrcri11m) as well as a cold room (lripdar­
irml) with cold bath. The northern wall and: south­
east comer were truncated by the foundation.s of AB 
II. The doorway, probably the only entrance to the 
bath-suite and possibly in the east wall, was defined 
by -a threshold of limestone slabs. 

Fig 14 

Room 25 
This room, 1.75 m by 5.25 m, was defined b • . 
apse and the remaios of the wall that sepa 1d •~ 
from Room 24. It was probably the warm r!l(I tate 11 

darium), but no trace of pi/ae were found in th: :"P•· 
caust pit. Two small rectangular holes migl:\t ~: 
held wooden pos1s that supported the Boor rln .... 
construction. --~ 

Room 24 
Room 24 wss positioned at the western end of tht 
bath-suite and was next to the hypocaust stokthol 
It had a _flinr-buil~ apse .' .80 ~ wide and contain~ 
the remams of a single pzlae ahgned with the external 
flue. This hot room (caldarillm) would have conuiiocd 
a hot plunge bath. 

The dare of AB I 

AB I was the earliest Rort)ao building on site and 
pre-dates the Couriyard (p.79). No s1mified mate­
rial was recovered to indicate the date of «>ns.rruc­
tion bur 73 sherds of imported fine wares, including 
Central Gaulish Black colour-coated wares (c. AD 
150-250), Central Gaulish samian (AD 120-210), 
and Mos,tkeramik (c. AD 180-250) were probably 
contemporary with its use. Fifteen fragmems ofbJoc­
green glass were found in the debris of the two Aisl<d 
Buildings. They probably come from botdes d•ting 
to the I sr and earlier 2nd century AD. 1wo unstrati· 

,.. 

l. 
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F1a 16 All I plunge ba1h below AB II (phomgrophed 1972) 

fi«I coins (SF S l anJ 4l0) of th< la1c 1st to mKl-2nd 
ttn1ur)· v.--ctt also found in the tamt arra. None of 
th11 ev1dcncc. i, concluti1vc, but It strongly 11uggcs-tS 
WI the buddina ..-. lint ocarp, :-d durin1 chc: rrud•to 
la1e 2nd century AD. 

'!be plunge pool ond hyJ)(>Cau,1 for Room, 24 1nd 
2S "'IC filkd , .. lb J,m.,bn<,n matcrul and domc,tic 
ruhbl\h, mdud1ng I ,5Q, g of po1tcry. A further 633 
g '"tt< m:0\-cml from tht Stoke hole. The po11CT)· 
mcJud,. Nev.• Fon:,t ,..aro. both lw and coa"", 
soulh-eas1 Dor«1 BB I ond Joie grog-1cmp<rcd 
"'"n, all of •-hlCb can be <h1cJ to the late lrd aod 
4th ecnturl<s, ,ugge,tin11 a late lrd ccn1u.ry d21c for 
the demol111on of AB I nnd ,11 rcplocomen1 by All a. 
1nctt ,......,, ~. """ \herd, frorn I bla.:k, rou­
Jtntd Afoidkmmuk beukcr and • 1thtrd from a Ccn­
::1 Gaulnh mortanum, which can be dated from the 

le 2nd 10 the mid-3rd ccniu.ry 
~very harJ-packed chalk nnd mortar dcposi1 

1 the foundal.lOD> of the ,ou1hcm w11ll of AB 
A,,oc,all-d with it was I Wll<rcJ po1 (SPFNX) 

and "• com, (SF 440 41 • 
175) Thr..: ' 6, 450, 454, -158 ond 
""°' I (AD arc '1ks,t,k, but the other arc of Tn­
thc ·_., 27 1 74) orTm,cu• II (AD 272 74) All 

....,,Ilona] pottery ., <d • 
(SPFOG, SPFQN, SPFW~Pf.;~~ ~• ~~n1ex1 

~-';;~•::;,~I 
10 

~~•her 1hon lhc m,d-3rd c:c,'::J~ 
the la,~ 2nd y, ort, ~ 1 AB l \\a~ ln u"" fn.,m 
)rd century unuJ •t.s dcmohUon m ·•~ la <:cntur')· u-. tc 

A 'sleJ B,,, 'Ji111 II 

Foltndannns and wall, 

Only the lowest cou~ of lh< walls of AB D 
"-Uf'\,\'Cd, but enough to \hO\, that they ,'Cft 

subs1•nnal and 1h01 1herc \\-CIC a1 "'2<1 ""' p!,, ,a 

of consuuctmn. Tht ori,11nal wall, were \Cl u, • I 
m wiJc and 0 .30 m deep foundacwn trtn<h, pa,.'tN 
w,th ,halk and mortar upon ,.hich ,. .. , laJJ • b<J ol 
ftm1 nodul,s 0.88 m wid< crorina off-= on r11h<r 
•id• nf tht wall. The ,.all 11>tll \\'U 0.60 m •>de, wido 
nn nuter foc,ng ol Hint noJuln, inner f•~• of chalk 
blocb an.I a lllhna of chalk. Thon hmc<1one <labl haJ 
been uS<d a< • <onna-<0un<. A brg,, Jrn><d bl<xl 
of Bcmbt1dgc limestone was found i.n tht n<'nh•tasl 

corn ·r of the t>wldmti, and 11 11 pn>bablc th.,1 an rour 
comers had ~mular quoin-... ~ 10ut.h--ea:\I coroct 
had bttn hca\11}' robbed . The bu1ld1na .-at <nltmi 
throufl), a tars<, 1.85 m \\ode, Joo.,.-.> ,n d,c ct<t<n 
wull. '!be cntrane< "" dchno1cJ by • lhrr.JK>id of 
hmn1onc •lab> ,.., on a found1uon of mortared ilin1 
nodules ( Fig1 17 & 18), d 

The founJauons ,nd irrucl\Jtt o( tht nNth an 
oUth wall, wm, ••milar and both ,ho.-td • clw1'< 11 

<<>n,ttucuon 27 m from the Clbt cnJ, '"""""' ,b,I 
lhc ongmal con!ttrucuun 1crm.mauxl htte (F,a, 191• 
From thi, pom1 the wall• were 001 •• lhick a,.! w,re 
le ... , well cunuructcJ anJ rq,n:st1U • "otrrn tX1dt' 
1tt..,n. A nonh-,outh paruuon "'.tll f<'undauc_m ~ 
0.Q() m w1d< and 0.30 m d~, wa, al,,, kX!l 

... 



... ... - - - · 

THE A!SLl!D BIJYLOINGS (SITES A & F) 

Room 19 

Enttance 

• ...... M JJl nr. 

151 ...... 0 

Fig 17 Plan of the envancc 10 AB n (dtawn by JO, based on original by CC) 

Fig 18 Entrance co Al'I n in the eastern wall (photographed 1971) 
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The ardrioo was 0.56 m wide and buih from mor--
/ nd shaped chalk blocks inserted after the com­

~o; of lhc exu:osioo. Where the north an~ south 
~alls met the partition wall they showed s,gns of 
modificatioo. The \ves-t end of the sou eh \YaJI was ~cry 
different in construction from the east ec1d: the width 
f th all was reduced from 0.75 m to 0.65 m and 

:rra:o:a o1es- were used in its construction (Fig. 2-0). 
The extended west end of the building creat~d _a new 
suire of rooms (J 2, 13 and 14) giving the bw.ldmg an 
overall length of 36 m. A chalk and monar layer at 
the west end of Room 19, which <:,<tended beneath 
the partition, was probably levelling laid down after 
the demolition of the original gable end wall. Red and 
white wall plaster was found in the demolition rubble 
and also in mu at the wesr end of the hall. 

AB 11 was laid out on n different alignmern to irs 
predecessor and the Courcyard wall was adj1:1s1ed to 
accommodate this. The north stretch of the Coun­
yard wall was demolished and a new one built, 
making the Courtyard more rectangular in shape. 
At the cast end a smalJ section of the original wall 
was retained snd it is possible that a small gate was 
inserted between the Courtyard and the entrance to 
the ne1v aisled building (Fig. 21). 

Roof 

In irs original form, AB IT was 27 m long and 14 m 
wide and it would have had two rows of nlnc (seven 
free-smnding) substantial timber roof supports 3. 50 
m apart. Only five of the original stone colwnn bases 
and rwo mortar pads were identified., however. Each 
of these bases was roughly 0.48 m by 0.40 m and 
0.27 m thick. Eacb block had been set on a mor1ar 
base (0.10 m thick) in the natural clay-wirh-flints 
which left the top 0.12 m proud. The upper faces had 
been worked co a 6ne flat surface, and the chisel tool­
ing marks were still visible; the edges were bevelled 
and chamfered. Four of the bases were set into the 
gable end walls of the building; the rwo in the west 
wall ha_d been incorporated imo the new partition 
wall (Fig. 22). The aave was 7 m wide and the aisles 
3.50 m, bur the exact nature of the superstructure is 
unkn?wn. The nave may have pro;ecred high above 
th~ a1sle roofs to alJow for clerestory windows. The 
evidence from the demolition debris suggests that the 
roof ?fr.he nave was covered wirb limestone bexago­
nal tdes held in position whh nails, while the aisles 
were CO\'Cred by ceramic ugu/ae and imbrius. 

The rooms 

The use Of a bulldozer to construct a forest ride prior 
t~ the exc~vations destroyed parts of lhe ,vescern end 
o the bwld.ing, particularly the south.,;vtst corner 
and Room 12. 

Room 12 

~?m 12 measun,d 5.18 m by 2.74 m a"d was 
bu,•:d fro':' Room I 3 by • wall built of chalk b locks 

agamst the nor·r.h-south partiti.oa waU of 

AB U. lr was not clear whether it also aburt d lh 
western gable wall, although this seems p,:b oi' 
because the dividing wall between Rooms 13 • • 
14 was bonded into the external gable wan and ~d 
north-south partition wall. This suggests that R~ 
l 2 and 13 \\.'ere originally one and their icpa:ran 
probably CQincided with the laying of a gcomc on 
panerne.d mosaic, 1.95 m by 2. 75 m, which was:• 
latest in ~ series of floors (Fig. 24). A large portion 

0
~ 

the mosaic: had been damaged. but sufficient sun·i,'td 
(Fig. 23) to identify the panern (see p.115). It had 

1 
coarse tessellared border of red brick and white lin,e­
stone: rwerae and several, seemingly randoni) Him 
tesJerae. 

Beneath the mosaic was a red monar floor. This 
was the some layer encoumered in Room 13 (see 
below), supporting the theory that Rooms 12 and 
13 were originally one. There was no clear evidence 
of a doorway between them, but a gap in the middle 
of the dividing wall may mark the location. No orhcr 
features remained in siw within the room, but a small 
stone column (SF 396) was found in the rubble on 
the mosaic floor. 

Dating evidence was restricred to 60 sherds of pot• 
tery from the late 3rd to the 4rh century AD. The 
Style of the mosaic links it to chose in Rooms 7 and 
11 of the Main House and suggeSts that they are 
contemporary, i.e. early 4th century AO. 

Room 13 
Room 13, measured 5.16 m by 5.80 m, and was lllt 
middle of the three rooms, probably giving a<c<ss 
from Room I 9 to Rooms 12 and 14 via a Im wide 
doorway. Room 13 had a red tesseUared pavemem 
and a strip of red, white and black uu,,a, marl:td 
the entrance threshold. The rmmu were set In • 
thin chalky material thar formed the top ltyer of• 
0.02 m thick bed of morcar. Beneath the ressellartd 
floor was -a 0.0 I m thick floor of compacted mortar, 
topped with a surface of crushed red brick (Fig. 2~). 
This was che same bedding identified in Room 12 
and a similar compacted red monar layer was fo~ 
beneath the mosaic in Room 7 of the house. This 
may be coincidental or an iodicatioo that the floors 
are contemporary. . 

The room produced no fe:nurcs and daring ~'1-

dence was limited 10 a coin (SF I 6) of Constanune 
n Caesar (AD 3 17- 37) recovered from the tcss<~ 
latcd floor and 44 sherds of late 3rd ro Jare 4th ceo­
rury pone.ry. The pottery evidence indicates thal the 
rooms were in use un1,il ar Jeasr the middle of lhe 4th 

centuty ADJ if not later. 

Room 14 . ,­
This room, 5.18 m by 2.60 m, bad simple floo 

1 ing and no obvious doorway co the ball. In . SC\':, 
places a red mortar quarrer-mouldi,1g seabng 

• • u•""''" wall and floor junction remained m mu, 5 bb~v 

ing thnt the walls "'ere ori.;nally plasrered. On rl:e 
o• of ·1 .ssoa· floor was a Jargc scaucr of the rypc_ oai 5 inic 

atcd with hexagonal limestone roof ulcs and cer.a 

... 
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Fig 19 North wall of AB Il showing change in method of construction (drawn by JD, based on original by CC) 
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Fig 20 Pion of the western section of the south wall of A8 II (drawn by JO, based on original by CC) 
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Courtyard 

..!!" .. N 

o- -==-- ='·o m i 
Fig 21 Plan oforiginal pa.rt of the north Courtyard wall and the side entrance (drawn by ID, based on origi­
n;!] by DEJ) 

Fig 22 Column base set im th 0 
• western goble wall (photographed 1971) 
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Fig 23 Mosaic in Room I 2 (phocog,-aphcd 197 I) 

Room'f3 

,. __ 
Room 19 
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@]- E] -·-~-- ~ ---- Im --- ~--- ea --
Fig 24 Section through Room 13 Ooor layers and partitjon ,,·all (drawn by JD, based on no orittim,1 from 3 
site note book) 
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F,a 25 Plan of the hearth budt into the south wall of Room 19 (drawn by JO, based on an onJUW from• mt 
note book: 

u,.,ia,, pos.,bly evidence of the 'lllwg,ns of budding 
matcnah, 

A sinal< coin (SF 343), a fellu of Cnspus (AD 
317 26 )1 w1> tteo\ttcd from rubble .,.,thin the room 
In addnion, 137 sherds of la« 3rd to late 4th c:en­
tw}· pottery "= tteo\ttcd Thi• a consistent with 
a mam period of oceup:1uon in the early 4th century. 

Room 19 

Tbt mam 'hall' of AB U .... , 29 m Ions and J 2. 70 
m wide, w11h a la,ae 3.85 m wide door 1n the <ast­

ern flll It ""' drl-idtd into &i•ln by "'"" pairs of 
roof supporu crcat1n& • nave 7 m wide with 3. 50 m 
wide artl« The, tlaor "'11 butcn earth with trodden­
'" chalk and tile,. Thi, wa.1 supcncded at the <ast­
ern end by • <obbl<d rurface and at the Wt<ltern end 
by la)'tt1 of chalk and mortar. The various surface, 
I\IUNt that d.ifl'ett.nt IC'l.l\10C1 V.'ttt earned OUl It 
e11hcr end o( the hall 

A hearth was bualt into the wall near th• touth­
.,..,, <omcr. It •butted th< rtma1n, of the original 
fl,n, wall and employed ccn.rruc tilts in • mariner 
1"1M1lar to the- txten,1on or the IOuth wall IO it tccm1 

hkcly to haw, been • la«r add11Jon The hear th ""' 
,.,..i,Jy "IUlrt (0.85 m by 0.80 m), made of rtctan• 

suJar chalk blocks, fhnu 1nd 1Jlt1, held toS'<lhtt •d 
monar (F1a. 25); 11 was probably the ba,e of• much 
ttll<r fearure. The hearth wu sunounded bi • bunll 
area and 1hc associated dt.bri.i contained quannnn 
of 01,>1<r and mu, .. 1 shell>, a< v.-.U ,. &....,,. i 
• large late 3rd to 4th-ccnrury New Forest Sit)' ••rt 
coolung bowl (SPAb4AU) Other >h<rdl of sr<' 
ware were 5"alcd by the consirucnon or th• hearth 
(SPAb4BT) and also incorponted 11110 ,u r>t« 
(SPAb48V). 

A pau- of oven,, one ,upenmpoocd onto the oth<r. 
was located b<l'<·een two roof picn 1n the southem 

fl ,aJ ..... 1111<. The la1cr O\'CD (I) hid • •mck uc 
hearth 0. 70 m by 0.80 m and was cut through 1 

-·-' cla ••• .i,. chalk and mortar floor inro the nan,,-~ ~· 
H,nu. It ""' conuructed of chalk block,, .. nd~,: 
and flints 1et 1t1 uran,c monar ~ ceram..: o,,,, 
(Ul(Uku) lined the o,·cn (Fig. 21>) •nd floor. . < 
I "''" full of ash and there wert ><sn> of ":. 
bummg, but no coolung dcbns or dauns " 

42 ,.u found Shctd, from a l'ulfotd (JQ7S) 1\1"_ 
• AD l<'' ·• New l'ores1 colour-coated beaker (c. AD 

2
10-

ancl a C30 New f'o=t gr<). watt JU (c. 
350) were recovered from the dcmohoon ~ 

11 ·••-tl\' t,eneau, 1 the O\'en Th, carl1<r 0\1:n (2) lay uu~ 

' I 
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Fig 26 Oven I in Room 19 (drnwn by VH) 

successor a.od was of a similar construction (Fig. 27) . 
It produced no dating evidence. 

Dating evideace for Room L 9 was limi<ed. A single 
denarius (SF 24) of Commodus (AO 180-92), 
found in the rubble covering the floor at the wesrcm 
end of !he hall, was probably residual from AB l. 
An assemblage of 5407 g of pottery was recovered 
from the area, aU of whic.h can be dared to the late 
3rd to late 4th century AD. Several came from New 
Forest gr,ey ware vcs-sels, including Fulford cype G6 
bowls, G20 jugs and G30 jars. The New Foresr fine 
wares included a Fulford red-slipped T63 bowl (c. 
AD 270-400), T27 beakers (c. AO 270-400) and a 
T87 parchment ware lid (c. AD 320-40); <he tarter 
was recovered from an occupation layer on the floor 
of !he hall. 

0 .5 
m 

, f..., ..,_. 
,; ... .... ' 

Although Room 19 may not originally have been 
divided joro separate nreasJ the features within it and 
the v::irious tloors suggest that different functions 
evolved over !he lifetime of the hall. The cooking 
hearth indicates that the west end was more domestic 
in nature, ,vhile the cobbled floors at the easrem end 
were possibly laid to house livestock, allho11gb there 
was no evidence of stalling or drainage. 

Room 23 
Room 2.3 was in the nonh~easr comer of the build­
ing, close co the entrance. It had been created by 
erecting a wall between two of the roof supporr:s and 
the gable-cod. The partition wall was 0.46 m wide, 
constructed of chalk blocks and Riot 11odulcs mixed 
in random fashion. The room was associated with a 
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Fog 27 Ov,,n 2, under o,..,, I in Room 19 (dra"'n by VI-{) 

1toac-wab llooc 0.1) m abo\-r the beaten earth floor 
that extended throughuut the building, ,how,ng that 
u • ·u n01 an oriau'l,al feature-. Th,, room ma)· IIMl 
have had a domc,tic funcuon: ~et into the parunoo 
• all ,.... • hearth 000,tructcd of Ilk (Fog. :?8), •nd 
nn carhcr hearth, scaled by the part1oon wall. ·w2~ 
<or>tcmrora,y ,.,th the carhc>t arthen floor 

There were 2l'l •herd< or POttery found (3516 gJ 
all of •·luch can be d.it<d to the late 3rd to late ~th 
century. !\'cw For,.t ond grog-tempered grey ware, 
d<>nunatc the aucmblagc ,.,th exampl .. of Fulford 
Type G}0 and G)2 jar, and • rcd-,hppcd Fulford 
T5Q bQ..-1 (e. AD 320-IOOJ Aho prncnt ,.,., a com­
plete 1outh--ca,1 o,,,,.., 88 I mm111urc 1ar (SF )90) 
wull obu™' lama: dcct,nuon (c. AO 270-100+). 
The stone floor \Caled -nil •hcrd, (SP,\g2G, 
SPAg2AB, Sl'Ag2AE, SPAKlAO, and SPA,2AQJ, 
Crum the l1tc lrd to lotc Ith century AD. 

The Bath--sunc 

The S.w, •1uch "= an 1ntcan,I pan ol the bwlJ . 
ln~, were buUt into the 1outh-a.i1. comer of the hall 
il·ag. 2'<J,They CO\-rrcd fourot the 11\le l>Ai-. anJ .....,,. 
a t~mplctc iiunc cumpn"og a cold rluna,e bath t.friti· 
~ - Room IN), n.-o room, h<otcJ bi·• hi1•<1au,t 

(the coJd.iriu,n and t,p,d,mum Room< 17a and b), 
and the h)'poc>Ust >tou area :J'l'r,,I', =- - R.XIIII 
16), An add,uonal ·room' (IS) 10 the wc>1 "" also 
heated, bur ,...,. not part of the bo.th ... wrc Wig JO). 

The outer walls or the bath-•u1tc were con•ttU<tcd 
from fbnr, buih In • b<Cmng-b<>nc ll}'k .,r ,.,.. 4'lt 
thickne .. which rc<uhcd from the •P"'• of Room, 
17a and b rrwccnng 0.60 m be)-ond Ilk """MU 
wall Thc ar,.et wtrc not outwardly ""ble h.-· 
e,-cr· the wall prc.c:ntcd a fl.11 Cxt<ll<>f, pintmd onJ 
r11ntcd red . In conrn\l, the north wall wn • doubi< 
wall w,th an outcr l:rycr or chalk blocb "' ,.-,tbio 1 

common foundauc,n trench , 
The h)'l)ocau<ts of the tolJ..,nJDff and the /It" 

d"'""'" would ha,·c: had veruc:a1 oox Rues 10 C'tfftt 
the ne,;c,,,ary drau(lht to dn,.· th.- ho< air thn>l,cll lht 
SV\tem and while none wa, found m mu there "" 
• rh ~~1 --'• '""'""" many broken examplo m c ru~• c. 'w, 

were found ,n the rubble from the hypo<>::: 
bcn, ,ho,,1in1t that the r-oof< of both the • " 
and"· piJ..-,num were barrcl•,·aultcd. 1; ... , 

,. • red ''"'" u' P:untcd wall plaster "-21 llou ff'C'O\'C d • 
dcmohuon rubble and several r,1«e1 ""j; U nu,.., 
ritu "-llhm th~ ,a1Jari111,r. u-r,Jan""' anJ 'It. -~ cl 
In adduion to pta,n cream there "ere tr,;:r>< i ••J 

B I.,; ... , n,atcr,a , .. muh1-1.:t,louttd piancli tp.130) ua uu• 
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Pig 28 Hearth in Room 23 

bee-n removed after the abandonment of the building, 
and demolirion rubble and debris filled tbe hypo­
caus,s and Baths. 

Room 15 
Th.is room, which contained a T-shaped corn drier_, 
was approximately 2 m square and was constructed 
within the south wall of the building (Fig. 31). 
The main corn drie.r flue_, neatly vaulted wiih chalk 
blocks, and the ventilation shafrs had been cut 1.30 
m through the infill of Room 24 of AB I and in.10 the 
natural chalk. The drier was heated through a brick­
bui1t praefurnium arch that led from the stoke hole in 
Room 16. Although the masonry showed little sign 
of intense heat, the floor of the flue had layers of ash 
aod charcoal containing charred grain. 

There was no evidence of a doorway co Room I 5. 
The floor above the ventihttion shafts cons.isted of a 
0.12 m thick layer of mortar covered by beaten chalk, 
although much of it had collapsed into the Aue along 
with the vaulting. The unplastered walls of the room, 
0.28 m thick, were cormrucied of rough chalk blocks 
and random Aint nodules. 

1:.sh.1ped corn driers have bce1\ found at ma.ny 
sites including Abbotlll Ano (Cunliffe & Poole 2008c, 
56-60) and Cratelcy South (Cunliffe & Poole 2008b, 
1-7), both in Hampshire. Analysis of the grain from 
both sites showed that the structures were used to 
dry speh wheat prior to grinding into Hour. Both 
ovens date from the lare 3rd to late 4r:h cenrury AD. 
At Sparsholt, Room 15 may have beeo huilr to t3kc 

advanmge of the already existing stoking are-a (Room 
!~). The dating evidence cannot confirm this, how• 
ever: the :.1ssemblage comprises 40 late 3rd to late 
4th century sherd$ consisting of New Forest colour• 
coated and grey wares including :J Fulford J 03 mor­
tarium (c. AD 270-350), and late grog-tempered 
wares. 

Room 16 
R.,oom 16 was the praefi,r,,ium for the hypocaust,. 
heocing both the bath suite (Rooms I 7a and b) and 
the corn drier (Room 15). Originally it was an open 
area acting as the stoke hole to cbe bath-.suite hypo­
caust, but was enclosed \Vhto the corn drier was 
built. Access 10 the stoke bole was through a narrow 
(0.45 m) gop in ,he northern waU, between two srone 
nod brick-built pier, which measure 0.58 m by 0.48 
m and were probably bases for cold water cistern~ 
supplying the hot water mnk (1,s111do), olthough the 
tanks and associated pipe work have not survived. 
The sides of the flue ond the praefurui11111 arch (0.60 
m wide ond 1.45 m long) leading to the taldarium 
hypocaust were intact. This subsmntiRI archway had 
been constructed io rwo parts, utilising the waJI or 
the caJdariw,, and an abutting wall of the stoke hole. 
The flluc was raced with ceramic bricks and 1qgu/(u 
plncedl on chnlk block foundations nnd hod a floor 
constructed from 1egulae. Part of the Hue may not 
hs,·e Deen arched as the walls were vertjcal and could 
ba\'C supported a hot ,vat~r mnk, as :n Dunkirt Bi,rn, 
Abbol1tS Ann (Cunliffe & Poole 2008c, 35). 
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Fig 30 View of the bath suite in A.B ll looking west (photographed 1972) 

The Hoor of the working area had been modified 
several times. It was dug to opproximately 1.20 m 
below the original floor level ro accommodate and 
allow access to the new flue of Room l 5, at the same 
time giving continued access at a higher level to lhe 
txisting flue to Rooms l 7a-b. The enlargement of 
me stoke hole had cut through, and largely removed, 
earlier levels and only a small area remained on the 
north $idc, resulting io a step and o~ lhe south .side 
a shelf or seat. The lo,vest level con$isted or trampled 
chalk on which had accumulated a layer of ash and 
charcoal. Thls was seated by a monar layer con­
t'aining Sl'nall flincs covered by another layer of ash 
and charcoal. 

Set imo and projecting from the southern wall 
of AB IT were two large grog-tempered srnrage ;ars 
which must have been part of the original fabric of 
the structure (Fig. 32). The bowl of each jar, which 
had ropc--cffecl outer rims and herring-bone dcco. 
ration on the interior_, was filled with layers of ash, 
\Vhen Room 15 was constructed lhe easternmost jar 
was incorporated int:o the new wall. Pottery recov­
ered from withjn rhc jars including sherds Crom an 
Oxford red colour-coated mortarium (Youog Type 
CJ00), the base of a New Forest parchment ware 
bowl and a lorge piece of Dressel 20 amphora, sug­
gtsls lha1 they were used for cooking. 

After the building was abandoned Lhe stoke hole 
was filled with dtbris I.hat compri.S,ed fl.im nodules, 
chalk blocks~ Hmestonc slabs and cera-mlc tiles_, plus 
an as:sornnent of late 3rd co late 4th cencu.ry pottery. 

Tbe pmcfurmilm arch was blocked by a massive lime• 
$!One slob and it is unclear whc(hcr this was a delib­
erate act of'sealing' or an accidental occurreace, 

Rooms 17a-b 
This double room consisted of a pair of matching 
apsidal...,nded rooms heated by the hypocaust. Access 
was from Room l 81 the frigidarr'um, through a 0.65 
m \\~de doorway in the nortb~cast side or 17b. Both 
rooms were 2.13 m wide by 3.30 m. to the apex of the 
apse. Room 17a was. the caldan{mr and origin;'llly had 
a hot bath in the apse, while J 7b was the 1-epidorimn 
(Fig.33). 

The hypocau$t had been heavily robbed, but in 
places che bases of the p11oe wen: still m s,'w set in 
morra rand the position of others was apparent from 
thi.: •ghost' impressions of mortar patches. preserved 
in c.he ash layers. In the nort.b-wCSl corner of Room 
17a ,, stack of five tiles survi\'od to a height of 0.35 
m. There was a1so a set of larger ti1es under the floor 
nt the southern end of rhe Apse in 17a, supporting 
the hc~ted bath. The position of the bath was marked 
by pi/ae projecting from the walls and green and red 
painted wall plaster stilJ m srtrt around the cun>cd 
apsido I end. 

Box flue tiJes were present amongst the demolition 
rubble but n<me was fowld in tizu suggesting that 
the)' \\/Crc built onto rather than into the masonry 
walls. A set of lorgt tiles on the hypocaust floor 
marked the entrance bctwcc:n the ca/darw,,, and the 
repidarium. 



-
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Fig 31 View ofT-shaped corn drier, stoke hole and Baths (photographed 19?2) 
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Fig.32 Room 16, cwo large grog•temp~red storage jars 

Fig 33 H)'pOC3ust under lhe r,pidarit1111 looking south (photographed 1972) 



b ·k 11 h:,d t><en dm-.:n 
A scrtti of ~•x ,mJ.U in:'n ra~ c - I , 0 1 J 

... - --nh ,.,.u of RO(•m J 7• arrrox1m:nc ) .• 
mto u~ •~ th ,,,,:.,,-m:d trom 
m obO\'t' floor level iod n ,-c\.'C'n \u, 

·rb(">C t,rack.tli, "luch wrrc h.,O llim.all to 
the rubNc. • I couJJ ha,,. bttn uscJ n:(.'un ,1r sea.an! bt,x uuc Cl n. th II f 

r .. ,.-... ,...___. s.LKh 11 marble, _co c \\a ll to ,astcn -""'- H.......... f J 
lhc '"MJr,um, although no '\U'"h m.11cnal wai <,un 

in thuuN,k • ,J . 
The Joorway from R,,om I b hl the up t1nunt 

•-u through th< time parurion w11IJ and had • rilcJ 
thresholJ 0<·crlaid ,.,th "f'1JS ng,,mum O. I~ m higher 
dwi the floor '"'"' ID R,,om 17b. This ccmenl p2J, 
\\hich p~umably $urronN .mvtt Illes, c.'On'C'• 
11, 11ndcJ ,,;th the ,ucccu,\-e nu,mg of ft~,or lewis an 
Ruom 111 (<tt bclo.. ). 

\'f"astc watC"r rn,,m the c,,IJt1r1Mt1 ~;H tmptJ.cJ 
thmush a dn1n an the 1pst ,ull formed from "''' 
unbriw wluch could h.o,·c hou-,d a lcaJ p1~. The 
water '",uld ha\~ bttn channdkJ to the woc\dcn 
dmn ,uuated m the Courl}'-anl (sec below). 

Be,,.ttn the p,1,.- the 6- of !he h)'pocau,1 "'"' 
ctwcttd with a bhh::k woty layer - 1,h from lhC' ,.,okc 
bok Th-. contameJ 22 >herds of pollery and • 11ngle 
coan (Sf; 38). an ,1111or,1111.JmL1 C'I( the emperor \'icto,. 
rmus AD 2t,Q 71), 11,-Juch gn-. • general Ja1c for the 
firing of the hypocaust In I.he 13te lnl century. The 
pottery can l,c doted t<> the founh quarter of I.he 
3r<I century, "' later, and mcludcs • Fulfonl 1>'1'<' 5) 
:,;,.. Fornt colour-coa1ed cup .,,c.h 1nci<c-d wa\'y line 
de,onmlln. 

Room 18 
11>< "'utlwa., c<•mcr of the buoldmg contained 
Room IR, which measureJ 2.7S m by 3.b() m mt<r• 
nally. n,,. room had ,uffcred badli· from 1ttt-roo1 
d1,turbanc:c and ,hpp:aac mlO the ncarb,· trau:r 
caui,J b)· th< cull•i- of the Well . It wo~JJ bave 
~cn-cd 11 dual funcuon a, a cold room (/rip,1.Jrium), 
mcorpont11i, a cold plunge bac.h and drn»na room 
(~f'<JJytmum), 

The room 11,~ cnccred throuah a door in the north 
wall about 1.50 m wide. The cold plw,ge bath h.lJ 
btt-n m~ three umn. The ~rba.t vcrc,.1(\n me-a ... 
lured 2. 70 m by I , 17 m and wa, only O. J8 m deep. 
Tot' ba1e ~a, CO\'crcd m red ccnm1c tile'§ t.ct m 
duck _41J'fu J1,n11,u,n ccmc-nt and the \\.._ll"I we~ c<w .. 
«ed m cream-colour paon1cJ rla.1«. the edg<1 of 
\\htch were -.c-alcd "'Uh opus srg,u"'"'' qu.1Jrant fiJ­
ltts. AU0c1ated with this phat.(' ..,..._, a ftoo r of mortar 
conta1nmg Cl'\l'-hcd chalk. The ncxi ita~ uw I Mtp 
added •• I.he ea,tern end, con,tructed III r•tt b)· 
tdn let ~ ed~e (F1". J.I) and rendered with <'/'W 
nt,umm,. rhen:- was no match•ni ittp to the wc,.t 

but " the, northern end the edge of the both "a> lllcd 
•• floor lev,I. At the .. me time •k- tl- . -~ 
~ the UK '""r was ra,~ 

add.non of bnMn ao,J conrainmg frapncnts 
of opm s1Kmnum ton-.i,hd.a1rd v.uh a iurf'acc of com­
pacted chalk, Ille fnlsment, and monar 
u~c fin,11 rnoJ1ficat10~ law lhc adJ1;,on ,,f d<,ublc 
de,, or IOIS, at boll, end, of the P<><•I, nw O llb m 

P (Pig. )5). The lloor lc..el wa, ,..
1
,<J th ~k 

the rcw of the- 1... J'\)u.,_.,nut 
""'"' v,- larma • new 6-r o( red 

cc:ram1,, ul« on • bed of <>pu, Jig,mum,. Tht bit\ 
laiJ ur 10 the cdK!' or •he both Ind ~ IJ .... 
created by .-tendmg 1hc tile, mto both ~o ''"' 
hl the nlOm and the d1J1lr\\-ay um.:, the~ 

A 11ap in 1he ma,onry of 1he ea" wall and ._, 
c.,nt ""bra ,. pou,ble n-idcnce for a dram. : add, 
u,,n, • mortar .fillc-d mvcncd '"'""" PI-Htng ~ 
the .. ,11 c,,n1amcJ the ompte<,jon or I pip,. lber, 
wa~1 hnv.--C\'cr, a drain alrc.idy 1,soc1a1cd "' th die 
t,;uh (ttt below). ·n,, di>turbcd llrllllgnph;a ~ 
et•mer of the building made 1mcrprct111on di~ 
bu1 another dnun at thio P<'<nt ,.owd i,.,,. ~ 
the removal of water when ,Juicing duwn tht bltd 
tloor. 

Whole 11 .,. .. P<"Siblc 10 1denufy the ''lnOu• mod,. 
fic.ations to Room 18, th~ .-.u 1muffi~1CD1~ 
to dace lh<m accurately Som• 12) sherd, of lace 3rd 
t<> -Ith century p •tltt) =· m:, 0,u,d. mood) troo, 
the ruhble hlltnR, but the low overage <herd ""idu ol 
the group '1u" c, .,,, 6 c) dcmon,ira,n 1hr <1qn," 
d1\turbancit. 

\\'ooden drain 
,\ IC! m Iona "'ooden dn, .. . UO<artbcd ■ 11,i 
COW1)-ard (Fig. :.?9). The drain was about 0.lO m 11 

d1amet<r anJ corutructcd of sec11e,,,s abool J ~ 11 

in Jcn"th. Th= were J<>incd by non collan, chr« ol 
wluch wett •llll rn r111, .SF 265, l-11. J"O IDd l.~ 
A, the dnon CUI the masonry of the AB I Bad!, 11 
probably bc1<>11$<J 10 the orogmal con,,rucu - '* 
b1tb-,u11<. At the sou1h-ta\t com<r of lhe bvlldlll1 
the dr.1,n p»'lcd, after tumu,g a w,r anck, aoda 
th• Courl)'11nl wall in n cull'Ctt compo,,cd of 11,:,,:.. 
and imb~n. The cln1n contmu<J m 111 --o<r.!> 
c1,tttl)· dJttcliC'n and wa., protected by a Ctl\ff (If 

rc-u<cJ, and often fnlcn,cntari·. r,,of oles. Th< drJ:I 
showcJ • •hJl),1 but con<1>ten1 fall to the casc, mdiCII• 
mg th31 lhc outfall ""' °"'"''-IKrc t,e,.,,nJ di<,_. 
em gal>Jc wall of AB II The 1unc11on b<1>1«n dorl 
drain and the m ,n ou1Ro,. Jrau, " "'" i,jaiimrd. 

Summa'} of lhe d.i11ng C\idct1« 

A et'tn (SF38 dn1td 10 AD 26Q 7 I) =·cttd i;..,. 
the llootofthe hypocau,t 1n R,,.,m 1,ar,,-c-11.-cb 
da1< for the u,c of the bath•suuc. The modih<"><,,.. 
to the culd plunge. the 110kt hole and tht (l)CCIIC· 

110n of tbe T-,har<J corn drier ct1ru101 be: a«ur~ 
d>1cJ The Jechnc and abandormxnt ol cht &:l>­
>Ulle probably e<tineidcd \\lth elm of the "'1,14ioJ 
O.uni: b.10<d on ponery ,u~" th.or c.h" «,uld bltt 
been•• <arh• •• the nnd-lth century AD.and"''""' 
than the ,hi;,i quarter. 

<hcrvlcw 

~o J1rc<:1 e\"IJcnce for the d21e of lhc ~..,-::: 
of All I «im, bu1 the p,...cncc of late _nJ demolo· 
potter}· and tw,, late .?nd «ntur}' coan~ LD ~ ~ 
non rubble md1c21u lh•t Ille buildonJ "" ;'unuam·, 
b)' the cnJ of 1he :.?nJ ccn1ury •• the latnl • ,t 
lhcre wa. no -.h~c.:l n,den« h,,r the J~\« 
All l, bu1 three cow d.,cJ .~I) 271 7~ '"'"' • 
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Fig '.34 View of the riles used in the construction of the steps inro the bath in Room 18 (photographed 1972) 

-
Fig 35 View of the steps into the plunge both in Room 18 (photographed 1972) 
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thot sealed the foundations make it probable ,hat the 
building was replaced by the end of the 3rd century. 

A lack of evidence has made 1t difficult c~ recon .. 

h 
r~rm of AB I with ony ceriauny. No 

scruct ' e ~ • d th all postholcs or stone pads \1w-·e.rc foun , yet e over 
dimensions of 30 m long by 12 m wide correspond 
,o the prop0rtioos of aisled buildings generally 
(Smith 1997). On the basis of these me~surcments 
the nave would have been rough!)• 6 m Md~ and the 
aisles about 3 m. The presence of a b~th .. su1te_lJ\. the 
south-east corner is also cypical of aasled butld•?S"" 
but is wiique in not adopting the hnc of the aisle 
posts. Similarly, there was insufficient evide~~ to 
interpret the use of the hall area but such bu,ldmgs 
have been designated as 'work halls', being ex,rem_ely 
adapmble spaces (Hadm•n 1978, 187- 95; Cuohfk 
2008, ll 4-17). 

ln its original form AB II was 27 m long by l 4 m 
wide with a nave twice the width of its aisles. It was ' . 
built as a direct replacement for AB I, alben on a 
slightly different alignment, no earlier than AD 27?· 
This date was supp0rted by the recovery of a coin 
from the black soot on the floor of the hypocaust. 
The latest coin (SF 135 dated AD 353--57), recov­
ered from the cop fill of the Well, indicates that the 
building, if not already abandoned, was in s.erious 
decline by the mid-4th cenrury AD. 

Aisled buildiugs ru:e relatively common in Hamp­
shire, rbe Isle of Wight and West Sussex (Cunliffe 
2008}, but !here is limited evidence concerning their 
archirecrure, particularly wall height and the s'l)'le of 
the roof. Th•o roof forms ore p0ssible: a simple one 
in which the roof was of n single sweep from ridge 
to eaves (Smith I 964, 25- 7) and <he two-tier ve,­
sion with clerestory windows (Collingwood & Rich­
mond 1969, 149). Limestone slates with nail or peg 
holes and ceramic 1egu/ae. and imbrius were abundant 
amongst the demolition debris and imply that AB 
n was indeed a basilica with a clerestory roof (King 
1996, 61). The rwo cypes of roofing material could be 
associated with different roof pitches, the limestone 
na.ilc~ to. the steeper roof over the nave, the reg,dae 
and rmbrtus covermg the gentler pitch over the ais1es. 

The l\int walls we.re interspersed a, regular inter• 
vals with bori1.ontal lines of limestone slabs which 

were bolh structural and dec:0111tive, and wouJd ha\' 
given the building a distinctive appearance. s "' 

• d d 'fi • "''Cral alcerouons an mo 1 cations were made dudng th 
life of AB n, although close daring is nor po,;s bi• 
It was constructed on a slightly different align~e:~ 
to it$ predecessor, probably 10 alter the rrope:roidal 
shape of the first Courcynrd and make it more rect­
angular. It has been argued rhat this was designed 10 
emphasise the importance of the Main House wlucl, 
foced the entrance (Smith 1997, 250). 

The ,vestcrn gable end \Vall was demolished, the 
ball extended by 9m and two rooms created. Th, 
southern room ( 13) was later sub-divided 1o m,ic 
an additional room ( 12). A mosaic pa\'ement wn 
then installed. 

The c:old plunge bath in the frigidari,m, was modi­
fied at least three rimes, while the praefumium wa, 

adapted ,o accommodtne a corn drier. Then~ V.'tt? 

signs of modifications and maintenance to the stoke 
hole and beating system, but no specific dates could 
be assigned to these changes. 

The main hall c:onrained two ovens, two h•• 
and a corn drier as well as a large ceramic Storage jar 
sunk into the floor. \Vith domestic accommodatic)n 
at t.he wesccrn end and a bath-suite in chc south-ast 
corner, the building ptovided both living and worlung 
quarters. The large barn-sized door in the east w,U 
would have allowed easy access for both animals and 
vehicles thus keeping them outside the Courcyaro. At 
some point a partition wall was constrUcted which 
enclooed a tile-built hearth and created a scp,111tt 
area (Room 23). Combining domestic ac<ommod>· 
tion and agrarian working space was not u.nusual in 
rural aisled buildings (Smith J 997, 36). The painted 
plasrer and mosaic floor in Room 12 suggest thltt this 
WllS home for part of rhe owner's extended frunify 
or perhaps a bailiff, but certainly no, the workers or 
slaves. 

The building was abandoned in the late 4th cen­
tury AD. No signs of disaster such as fire or ,_;den« 
of systematic demolition was noted, but some of ihc 
useablc building material was removed. Owrall lh< 
structure was allowed to decay and collapse; th~s wai 

seen very cleiuly jn 1985 when t~ca\iatioo re1-"ea.led 
that the southern wall had collapsed inwards. 
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Chapter 4 

The Main House (Site D) 

Introd uc tion 

The buHding later 1dendfied as the Main House was 
rusco,·ered during the 1965 trial excavations when a 
trench 2.75 m by 2.50 m was opened O\'cr Room 7 
and • mosaic ftoor found at a depth of 0.84 m (Fig. 
96). In l 966 a grid of 3 l trenches of varying sizes, 
separated by baulks, revealed Lhe plan of the building 
(Fig. 36), Subsequent excavations in 1967, 1969 and 
l 972. conce.ntnned on specific areas to try m darify 
the sequence of construc.cion. AU the r:renches were 
dug by hand. Work in 1967 focused on Rooms 9, 
9a, I 0 and 11 (the latter conroining a hypocaust), in 
I 969 Rooms 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 were targeted and 
in 1972 the relationship of the Corridor 10 Rooms 2, 
9, 9a and 10 was re-c~amined. ft was confirmed that 
the original building CQnsisted of a range of Rooms 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 fronted by a Corridor {Room I). 
Rooms 2, 3, 9a and 10 were added later (Fig. 37). 

Results of the excavation 

Pounda/Ums 

The foundation$ of the building were set in a trl!ncb 
0.90 m wide and 0.46 m 10 0.61 m deep, packed wich 
small ehal~ blocks to che level of the narurru. The first 
ftint course \VS<; one or cwo flinrs wider than the waJJ 
above, producing an e.xtcmaJ offset, sealed by a layer 
of mortar. 

Before C8cavarion the location of the building was 
marked by a significant mound ond the large quantity 
of Hint and timeston.e rubble encountered suggested 
that masonry walls v.-e.re originally employed to the 
full height of the House. On excavation it w;i.s found 
that the walls survived to the sixth course. 

The initial building comprised seven rooms 
fronted by a Corridor. This was defined by Bern­
bridge limestone quoins at each corner (Figs 36, 38 
& 39). Allhough limestone blocks were used in t.be 
construction of the Courtyard \\'laUt Lhc only use of 
this mate.rial in the Main House was for quoins and 
door jambs. At s.omc point tv..·o rooms were ndded at 
each end of Lhc house (Fig. 37) and addi,ional lime­
stone blocks were used at the corners. The extensions 

removed some of the odgioal Courtyard \\?aU but it 
wns subsequently rebuilt (p.80). 

The cxtc.rnal waUs, \'3rying in v.idth from 0.68 ru 
co 0.56 m, were carefully built of flint nodules, each 
of which interlocked with ns neighbour. The inte­
rior flints were set with the pointed end embedded 
in m.onar. Facing flints were laid lengthwise with the 
sharp edge embedded in mormr. The internal parti­
tion walls, 0.50 m in width, we.re constructed of mor­
tared chalk blocks and included the occasional flint 
(Fig. 38). 

In contrast 10 the wall$ of other buildings, there 
was no srring .. course of limesrnne slabs. At imet­
vals die masonry was levclltd with a mortar 'pad' 
on which the next course rested. At one point the. 
mortar carried the single imprint of a hobnailed 
boot. There were signs that some or the flinrs had 
been roughly knapped, as w11ste flskes were found. 

The exterior of the house was not obviously ren­
dered!, but had probably been generously pointed. 
The mortar was of poor qualicy however, (p.137-
138) and any outer finish had disappeared. In one 
area of tbe souchern wall there we.re long horizontal 
m~ a\'eraging 0.05 m in width. They extended 
b<,lo"• ground level and had been made before the 
foundation r.rench was backfilled. 

Quani:irles Qf both hexagonal limestone slates and 
red ceramic ugJ,/ae and imbrcx tiles were found. The 
main roof was evidently covered with JimcslOne and 
tiles were f<.,und lying direc-rly upoo rhe floors. The 
Corridor and c.hc end rooms (2, 3, 9n and I 0) were 
probably riled with irgulaa and imbrices.. 

lndhn'Jual rtJQms 

Room I: the Corridor 

The Corridor mn along lhe from of the house: it 
was 2.l.65 m long by 2.75 m wide ond gave access ro 
several of the tQoms. "rhe outer wall, at 0.59 m wide 
was Jess substantial than c.be other ex{erior walls> 
and this suggcs1s that the Corridor may ha"c been 
fronted by n low wall. It also bore n<> troce of the 
yellow painted plaster evidenc on the inner wall. The 
2.60 m wide entrance was not central, being nearer 
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Fig 37 Outline plan of Phases I and II ofc:hc House (drawn by JO) 

(by about 3 m) to the southem end of the building, 
nor was n directly opposite the principal room (7).1t 
was defined by two limestone blocks, and the coarse 
red and pale grey r,nera, of the Corridor floor, a 
tessdlarcd_ pavement in a swastika-meander pattern, 
extended mto the gap to create a threshold (Fig. 40) 
(Cosb & Neal 2005, 240) 

The reuerae of this floor were set into a bed of 
morur_ and chalk approximately 0.09 m thick over 
a lcvtlling •prcad of brown clay (0.13 m thick) lying 
d,cectly on the natural chalk (Fig. 41 ). 

nzc "',. • 1 enching • bro During !he 1965 ma tr discO\,i,d 111 

Gordian III {AD 238-:44) (SF ~)ro:~ inner • ..n 
the foundation material of the recO\er,d ftolll 
Allhough 191 sher<b of pottery were 'n n 51111tiii<J 

'd one was l !he vicinity of the Com or, 0 th lnt< 3rd to I•" 
context, but all can be dattd to e 
4th century. 

Room 2 Hou"' .,,J 
th end of th< 'Ill< 'Room 2 wa$ at the sou tr~ in (see abOrt), 

was an addition ro the bmlrl g 
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Fig 38 Example of an ashlar cornerstone (photographed 1972) 
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Fig 39 Plan of the soulh-cast comer of lhe original building and Room 2 (drawn by JO, based on a sketch in 
a site note book) 
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Fig 40 View oflhe 1essella1cd floor of lhc Corridor of the Main House (photograph by Jonalhan Erskine) 
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room was 3 m by 2.45 m and wns ente,cd from 
the Corridor through • door 0.85 m in width. The 
floor consisted of a red and grey chequered tessel­
lated povemem ~t in • red border (Fig. 42) (Cosb 
& NeaJ 2005, 240). The pavement was se1 in a thin 
bed of red mortar above a layer 0.10 m thick of 
mortar, chalk,. 1.esserae and animal bones, Beneath 
lhis was o spread of dark brown cloy up to 0.18 m 
thick containing fragments of red rile {Fig. 43). lo 
the north-east corner of the room l.he resscrrat- showed 
signs of intense burning, possibly caused by the heat 
from a brnticr. Bright yellow wall plaster, with red 
splashes, survived in places to a height of 0.33 m 
above the Aoor. 

Two sherds of pottery (south east Dorset BB l and 
Hampshire late grog-tempered) were recovered from 
the north-south external wall of Room 2 (SPDLB 
and SPD LJ). Born can be dated to <he vecy lote 3rd 
to early 4th century, indicating that this part of the 
wall could not have been constructed before <hen. 

Room 3 

Room 3 (3.00 m by 5.80 m) was located to the rear 
of Room 2, through which it was accessed. The parti• 
tioo between the rooms was built of chalk blocks on 
a flint base. Room 3 bod a floor of bearen chalk and 
crushed brick about 0.13 m lower than <he pave­
ment in Room 2. The plastered walls were covered in 
bright splashes of yellow, red, white and black painr. 
A q11i11arius of Allectus (AD 293-96) (SF I 61) was 
found oo the surface of the chalk floor. Pottery recov­
ered from what may have b«n an occupacion la)'Cr 
wilhin the room (SPDEZ) da,es from the late 3rd to 
at least the middle of the 4<h cenrury. 

Room 4 

1rus was the largest room in the House, measuring 
5.80 m loog by 5.50 m wide internally. A doorway 
0.90 m wide between Rooms 4 and 6 appears 10 

have been the only point of entry; there \\'1lS no dirtct 
access from I.he Corridor. This room was part of the 
original building layout, but there was- evidc.rtce of 
later modification. 

The original floor, laid when it was built, was a 
simple surface of crushed red brick and mortar, 0.09 
m thick, above the narural chalk. This was replaced 
by a simple red 1esscllated floor. Some of the tesserae 
had comb marks, showing that they were cut from 
box flue tiles. 

The room contained the: remains of 3 firepJace 
built directly onto the earliest floor and set into the 
eastern wall (Fig. 44). A splayed arrangement of 
three large ugulae survived in Situ, forming the fire­
placel but in the debris were other tiles, flints and 
chalk which had been pan of ics construction. The 
fireplac.c exhibited clear evidence of burning, with 
charring of the riles and wall, and a soocy layer in 
the vicinity. The .shaneccd remains of a large g:rog­
tempc:red storage jar stood besidt the fireplace on the 
tessellared ftoor and can be broadly dated to <he 4<h 

century AD. Apart from this jar, very liule dating evi-­
dc.nce was ttcovered. 

Room 5 

This was o small room, only 2.82 m by 2.28 m, 
accessed through a large (1.14 m wide) doorway 
from Room 6. The walls were undecorated. Toe Boor 
was rough and u.ncven, consisting of beaten chalky 
mormr some 0. I 5 m below the level of the other 
rooms. Two smaU pits were c:uc into the floor (Figs 45 
& 46). In the north-west corner an oval pit, 0.90 m 
x 0.45 m, had been covered by tiles. It was only 0.15 
m deep and its loose mortar fill contained a coin (SF 
144) of Claudius (imitation RIC 66) (AD 41 -54). ln 
the north-cast corner was another oval pit measuring 
0.76 m x 0.46 m x 0.30 m, cov,,red by two lime~tone 
slubs. It con1ained <he skeleton of an infao1 who died 
around 38-41 weeks (p.170-72). Radiocarbon daring 
produced a date from the mid-3rd century co the late 
4th century AD. 

A coin (SF 44) of Terricus I (AD 27 l-74) was 
found oo the chalk floor and 27 sherds of pottery 
came from lhe room; all date co the late 3rd to late 
4th century. 

Room 6 

Thjs room was entered from lhe Corridor by a 
narrow doorway 1.20m wide. As the room was only 
1.75 m by 2.28 m, it probably acted as an anteroom 
for Rooms 4 and 5 (Figs 46 & 47). It had a coarse 
red and grey ressellalcd ftoor in conjunction with 
a scrip of red r.esse.rae running from the entrance co 
Room 5. It is conceivable that <he red srrip led to a 
staircase in Room 5, giving acces$ to an upper storey, 
or the roof space. The sides of the tcsselhued pave­
ment were either poorly laid or poorly repaired, and 
some of the cesserae had been replaced by chalk and 
Him a:nd even a shcrd from a beaded-rim monarium 
(SF 182) in a brown-buff fabric. The form is compa­
rable to the Ml 7 mormria produced by the Oxford 
polterics {Young 1977) but in a local fabric, prob­
ably from a Hampshire source dated c. AD 240-300 
(Hartley 2012). The walls of the room were covered 
with rE:d or pink--colourcd plaster. 

Room 7 

Th.is, the central room of the building, measured 
S.80 by 4.30 m and conltlincd an almost complere 
$eometric mosaic (p.l 13-115, Fig. 96). There 
~ppear.. to have been onJy one enttanee, a wjde 2.40 
m door from the Corridor. The doorway had been 
badly dam<1ged, but was defined by an arrangemenr 
of several usserae set on edge forming a shallow step 
up imo the room. There: was clear evidence that the 
room had been re-floored. 

The original surface comprised a thin layer of red 
crushed brick on a monar base and a flint nodule 
foundation. This lay above • win coai of chalky 
morta~, covering the natural clBy (Fig. 48). Fh-e small 
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Fig 42 View of the tcsseUated floor in Room 2 of the Main House (photograph by Jonathan Erskine) 
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Fig 43 Section through floor layers of Room 2 (drawn by VH) 
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Fig 44 Fireplace built into lhe wall of Room 4 (photographed 1969) 

gr<y wure sherds (SPDKN) were recovered from lhe 
make--up of the floor, but cannot provide o dos.: date 
for its construction. A bordu of qua.dram moulding, 
60 mm widet ra.n around the junction of the red floor 
and plastered walls; the latte-r were painted mau,ie 
with light green paint splashes, giving a marbled 
effect. A similar floor made from ccushed brick was 
found in Room,s 12 and 13 in AB II. The floors could 
be contemporary but this cannot be proven. 

At some point the red floor was replaced with the 
decorative mosaic (CO$h & Neal 2005, 24 1) and 
attendant border. A morrnr quadrant mouJding, 
pain<ed red, edged ,he floor and the plastered walls 
wtre decorated with octagonal panels in deep red> 
outlined in ,,.,hite with green and \Vhite strips. The 
interior of the panels were painted Hght ran with 
oblique white strips. ln the south-ease corneT of the 
room pan of the mosaic was discoloured, probably 
the result of hear, perhaps from a brazier. 

A silvered 11111011inia11w (SF 39) of Gallicnus (AD 
253-68) was found in !he north-east comer. Only 11 
picc.es of ponery were recovered from the room_, all 
grey wure, dating from t.he mid 3rd co late 41h century. 

Room 8 

Room 6 measured 5.80 m by 4.50 m and was prob• 
ably accessed through an anteroom (Room 9). The 
floor was made or coarse red rcssmz4, and saffron• 
coloured plaster was stllJ ;,, situ in the north•west 
corner. This room provided the only acces:; to the 
hypocau.st•hc.ated Room 11. There was nothing in 
1he room to help date its construction or determine 
its function~ 

Room 9 

Room 9 was n vestibule or antechamber:, providing 
the only ac«ss from lhe Corridor 10 Rooms 8 and 
11. It was 3.30 m by I.SO m "ith a simple pat«rncd 
tessellated ftoor. Traces of saffron and white painted 
plas,cc survived i11 siw on the western and southern 
walls and reflected the colour scheme in Room 8. 

The doorway from 1he Corridor was 1.52 m wide, 
with door jambs of flint and a lhreshold consuuc,ed 
from a neat double line of flints which would have 
been covered by the u.sserae. The site of the aperture 
suggeslS it had double doors (as in Room 7); an iron 
bracket: and nQi.ls. might have derived from .such fea,-. 
rurcs (SF 67, 68 and 7Z). The doorway co Room 8 
was 0.91 m wide. 

Rooms 9a and I O 

Rooms 9a and I 0 \,.'ere part of the extension to the 
norrhe.rn end of the building: the walls have straight 
joints with lhe original house and arc 0. l 0 m wider. 
The vesdgial remains of Ditches IV and I, which lie 
beneath t.be rooms, may have created structural prob-­
lems, 0$J>CCially in lhe case of Ditch 1 which had been 
backfilled with flints. The floors of both rooms wore 
of bea1en chalk and the walls were not plastered. 
The roo,ns were separated by a party wall, the line of 
which was marked by the faint uaces of a chalk•filled 
founda.tion trl!nch. 

Room 9a measured 5.50 m by 2.70 m and con-
1;1ined the stoke hole for the hypocaus1 system heating 
Room 11 (Fig. 49), h could be entered from Room 
I 0, which provided access from the corridor. The 
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Fig 46 Rooms 5 and 6 (photographed 1969) 

chalk floor dipped towards the pit of the furnace. 
Ash from cbe last firings was still evident as a thick 
depo..it. The stoke hole wo.s offset some 45°, pos• 
sibly to avoid the direct beat of the Rre at the prae­
/umium arch. The arch had been thoroughly robbed 
out, with only the base, a brick with a Jjmestonc sJab 
on it at the western cht:ek and three tegulaa, lining 
the eastern side of the passage., surviving. A flat layer 
of hard buff mortar lay against the northern wall. 
Ir incorporated at least one limest.onc slab and was 
bordered by a brick set on edge. Associated with this 
spread was an amo11inia11us (SF 36) of Claudius D 
(AD 268-70). There were indications of a niche in 
the northern wall of the room, although this may 
have resuhed from stone robbing activity. 

Se1 in the floor was rhe b:ise of a large grog•tem~ 
pered pot about 0.35 m in diameter (SPDCO) cu1 
otT at floor level. lt contained limescalc aad had 
probably been used as a water container. Some 159 
sherds were recovered from ROQm 9a., Lhe majority 
from the hypo-caust stoke hole. AU the fine wares 
were New Forest colour-coated ve-ssels, daced l0 c. 
AD 27Q-4-00. There were rwo conjo.ining sbcrcb from 
a New forest parcbmcnl ware mortarium (Fulford 
Type 103), dated to c. AD 270-350. 

Room I 0 mcosurcd 2. 70 m by 2. 70m nod was 
accessed by a doorwa~• from the Corridor. Toe 
ea~tcrn wall of lhe room h3d a straight joint with dte 
Corridor wa.11 and part of the northern Corridor wnJI 
survived on1y :.s a foundation (Fig. 50), $h0wing that 
the door was koocked through when Room I 0 was 

added. An external door in the oorth wall ga\1e access 
to the back of the House, presumably for bringing in 
fuel oad for the disposal of rubbish; a midden was 
(ound in this locality. 

The floor of Room I 0 was beaten chalk, the walls 
were undecorated. The only feature was a simple 
structure of four large tiles and limestone slabs (Figs 
51 & 52), the surface of which was heavily burnt. The 
burning extended deep into the surrounding chalk 
floor_, showing lhal the strucrurc served as- a he.arlh. 

Forty-seven sherds (SPDCE, SPOED) -.·ere found 
in the room, including New Fo.resc grey ware jugs, 
jars and dishes all doting to c. AD 27()-400. There 
was also a sht:trl from an Oxford colour-coated mor,,, 
tarium (Cool 2006). No other significant artefacts 
were reco\l'ered1 bur the disturbed skeletons of two 
infants were found bcneaih the floor (p.170-172). 

Room II 

Room 11 measured 3.50 m by 3.40 m and was the 
only heated room (fig. 49). The hypocaust wos 
stoked from Room 9a (above). The only way tn was 
from Room 8, to which it forms on inner cham­
ber, while its mosaic floor indicates a room of simi­
lar statwi. to Room 7. i\ttost of the mosaic bad been 
destroy,ed over the centuries and pans of it had 
collapsed into the bypocaust, but some large frag~ 
monts ~urvivcd (Fig. 53) (Cosh & Neal 2005, 242), 
as well .as coarse red tes.urae. 
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Roal 

Fig 48 Room 7 floor layers {pho,0grophed 1969) 

Fig 49 Plan of Room 9a and Room 11 (drawn by JD, based on original by CC) 
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Fig 50 PI an of Room 10 ( 
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Fig 51 Possible hearth in Room I O (photographed I 966) 
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Fig 52 Hearth and buu joint of tbc corner of the north wing (drawn by JO, based on a sktt<;h in a site note 
book) 
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, . JO ,. d on original by OE]) Fig 54 Sec11on through hypocaust flues m Room 11 (drawn by , vase 

To install the hypocaust the entire l'QOm had been 
excavated to a depth of 0.60 m, destroying the evi­
dence of earlier floors. The hypoc:ausr $upports were 
constructed from chalk capped with limesroi,e slabs. 
~ome of these were also built into the walls for addi­
tional stobility. Bricks formed me final capping and 
~)~hole arrangement was capped with mortar (Fig, 

Vcnically aligned box ftue tiles survi,•ed set into 
lhe \\--a1l at the nonh. ... e:ast corner of the room (Fig. 

• ffu«iD!h< 
th re were sinul:ir ~ 

55) and presumably CC • •1,. "~" dis«l' 
other corners. Fragments~~ flue ~~w floor IC\~L 
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Fig 55 View of Room 11 showing hypocaust box flues (photographed 1967) 

several vosscl forms that had ceased to be produced 
by the mid 4th ~entllfy, such as Fulford Type 97 
jars and Fulford Type 105 monaritl. The grey wares 
included bowls, dishes, jars and jugs, the majority 
from the Ntw forest and Dorset BB I industries, 
and all were mid 3rd to late 4th century types, Other 
finds include fragmenrs of window glass and painted 
wall plaster in saffron and red with splashes of block, 
red and white. 

A disturbed area near the west wall of Room 11 
may mark the location of the J 895 excavation (p.6), 

Associated phs, di,ches a11d mlddem 

PitV 

Pit V, loco,cd 10 the north of the House (Fig. 56), wns 
2 m in diameter and 1.30 m deep; it cut the edge of 
Ditch IV. The contents of the pit wtre mainly poaery 
and animal bones. The uppermost fill contained rwo 
iron Staple• (SF 287 and 329) and I.he pit produced 
l 18 sherds including a piece: of New Forest red• 
slipped ware bowl (Fulford Type 61) daring lO c. AD 
340-70, which indicates that the pit was open in the 
mid-4th century AD. 

Pit XIX 

Pit XIX, which cut in10 Ditch U (Fig. 56), ,vas 3.50 
rn f-rom the north-west comer of the. House. It was 
ov:11 in shape measuring 3.5() m by 2.50 m, but wa$ 

only Im deep. The upper fiU conrained a glass object 
(SF 467), possibly the head of a large pin, bur mcm 
of finds were of pottery. The assemblage "as late 
Romano-British and comprised a uniform range 
of fubrics and forms. The high p,oportion of Late 
Ro11Jon grog-tempered wore (36%) might suggest a 
Jater4th century date for this feature. 

Pit XX 

This was. a deep n:cumgular pit, wic.h near verti­
cal sides measuring 2.35 m by 2.80 m, \Yilh • depth 
of 2.30 m (Figs 56 & 57). h was less than 2m from 
the south-west corner of the House and was cut by 
Ditch rv. The primary silt (10) MIS ashen in colour 
and contained pottery) bronze and inm objects, and 
a fine moulded glass bowl (SF 570) (p.156-157). 
Later layers (9, 8 and 7) re-p·rescntcd n graduaJ accu• 
mulation of organic refuse, fine and slighdy sandy in 
tcxrure. A near complete skeleton of a fox {p, l 82) 
and a barbarous radiate coin (SF 502) dated c. AD 
270-SO were found in layer 8. The upper 611 of the 
pit consisted or building debris1 including rQOf tjll.-s1 

slntes1 f1inrs1 fragments of painted wall plaSlcr and 
usscra,, and yielded three coins (SF 533, 586 and 
594 - two barbarous radiates and one illegible) dared 
c. AD 270-80. Fragments of several bone pins were 
also tecovered from 1his feature. 

A wide range or animal bones were found in the 
pit, rcprcscnti.og several species of which sh~cp/goats 
dominate, fo11owed by cattle and pigS. The majoriry 
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Fig 58 Section of Ditches I and IV at the junction with the north ws.11 of House (drawn by OED 

of the sheep/goars and pig bones s),ow cut marks 
suggesting that they could have been butchered on 
site (p. 187). 

The pit produced a large assemblage (2,499 
sherds) of late Romano-British pottery. A single Cen• 
tral Gaulish black-slipped ware base ond rims from 
three Central Gaulish samian (Dragendorff form 
33) cups, all of la.re 2nd co 3rd century date, were 
residual finds. The British fine wares were domi­
nated by NC\"\• Forest colour-coated wares, predomi .. 
narely indented beakers, but also ba_g•shaped and 
globular-bodied beakers, flagons and n,d-slip ware 
bowls. Indented beakers were made throughout the 
life of the New Forest industry, but the other beakers 
belong to the 4th cenrury. 

Diu:h I and Ditch IV 

The House was built across the line of two ditches. 
Ditch I was pan of the Iron Age enclosure (p.12). 
It must have been visible when the House was 
constructed, but that did not deter the builders 
although they (or their successors) had co underpin 
the north wall to prevent ir subsiding int<> the feature 
(Fig. 58). The ditch produced quantities of Iron Age 
Him-tempered pottery. Late 3rd co late 4th century 
New Forest wares had accumulated in its uppermo-st 
levels> presumably as a result of subside.nee. 

Ditch IV wns not part or the Iron Age occupation 
but had probable lial<s with Ditch XXIX (see_ below). 
It had a V-shaped profile and wos 0.60 m wide but 
on1y 0.50 m deep. It wns shallower at rhe southern 
end where it reappeared from under the House. The 
oaly finds of note were a few sherds of grog-tern~ 
pered ware of Lat~ Roman date. 

Ditch a 
This ditch was co the west of the house (Fig. 56). Jc 
was fairly straight buc gave the impres.sion of having 
beeo dug. in short section$ <>f varying accuracy. ft wa$ 

also of variable width and only 0.45 m deep. The 
chalky 611 suggested natural weathering. It produced 
a large assemblage of 491 sherds of late 3rd to late 
4th eenrury pottery including New Forest grey 
ware bowls (Fulford Type G6), jars (Fulford T)'Pe 
30) and dishes (Fulford 1ype 19) . Among the fine 
wares were flagons (Fulford Type 93) (Fig. 90, 19) 
and bowls (Fulford Type 89) in a parchment fabric 
dared to c. AD 320-40 (Fulford 1975, 72). A sherd 
rccove«d from the primary ditch fill (from a Type 
G6 bowl with pare of• _g.caffiti inscription) matched 
rwo conjoining sherds from the primary fill of Pit XX 
(Fig. ~I, 42). 

Ditch xxrx 
Ditch XXIX was probably contemporary "~th Ditch 
IV, each forming one side of a recrongular enclosure. 
It was a precisely dug U-shoixd feature, 0.45 m wide 
(Fig. 56). It produced quantities of animal bone and 
a few I.ate 3rd to late 4th century •herds, including a 
fragment of New Forest colour-coated beaker. 

Ditch '603 

This ditch, which produced burnt flint and one 
Roman sherd, may hove been pan of the field system. 

Ditch '604 

This V-shaped ditch also eont-ained a linJc Romon 
material. 

Middc,:is 

On the north, west and south sides of the Main 
House were IArge quantities of domestic rubbish, 
including Rornano-Bridsh pottery, coins and other 
occupation debris. The most subsmntlal deposit 
w~ o midden to the south of the building, which 
contained a coin ofTctricus I (AD 270-S0), pottery 



and other m:itcr1al. ~l"hc: pottery a"<1.~~lagc ind uJc:d 
,an, t,.,,.h and duhn from lhc :--:cw Fott.i lain>, 
all l>te Jrd to lot< •Ith cc,ntury, echoing the da<mg 
,.;J,ncc from tM House n<df. 

0\--crvle"' 
Sm< =• ~ found dunng lhc cxca,-,,uon or the 
Mo.in Hou,c. Thr« v.ien: unsuttificd, and • com or 
ClouJIUI AD t I S4) found m a shallow pit in the 
corn<r of Room S, m•y rcptt>Cnt a foundauon bunal 
cmrk'lm~ a famtl1· hcitloom O\ff two hundttd ycan 
after 1t w:a\ 1nucd. Thie: othtr fi'"-e coUl'h found on the 
S.,--..'tf'\ ofuriol,,L'll room,. m·cal that the central core or 
lhc building w8' oonstructcd ,n lhe mid to lac• 3rd 
century and the n<>rth and soulh wings wett oddcd 
• lmle later, a conclu<1on supponed b)' lhc construc­
oonal ,.-idcncc, 

Amons the tmpR>'-tmcnts made 10 the Hou«e wa, 
lhc la1-ini of the mooa1c in Room 1 . Styh,ucally, th11 

pe\"cmcnt can be d.11cd to the fin.t q, a.nc. ~ 
cc!'tur)' AO (C:o,h & 1':ul 2005) and co,, d 11!> 
evaJc:ncc comn from potter)· found u, tbc :bo-rli"' 
includltla • complete New Forc.t pedestal i/:"''""' 
ford T)'J'C 17) dated AD 300-50, ,.lucb ~, {Fu). 

been a dehberatcl)' placed dCp(»1t. ...,. i:.,. 
The chanan 10 the: building may inwatc 

mct-ttim& aftluwcc of the owners and th lilt 
embrace the Roman ""I' of doma ~•~Ill'< to 
central room w11h the dccorau,-. momc w bq, 
acc••"bl• from the Corridor and m ... t " only 
an _audience chamber. Room 11, on the oth"::,­
wb,ch wa, heated and may ha, .. been either 1 ~ 
room or bedroom, \\'I, only ICCC\s1b1t thr 
Room 8 an an...n~eniont that cooirollcd ....., °: 
pn>\'ldcd pnv2cy. A \1m1lar arnnaemcnt can be 
11 B11111<>r, \\:est Su•scx (Frere 19~2: ""' 
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Chapter 5 

The Barn (Site C) 

This building was situated oo the southern s-ide of 
r.he s1le, where the ground sJopes gently to the cast. 
Jt was visible as a mound comprising a dense layer­
of flints, Jimestone slates and stabs. It was first inves­
tigated during trial trenching {El) in I 965 and was 
fully excavated in I 968 and 1969. The 'box exca­
vation· involved 16 hand-dug 3m> trenches, but the 
baulks were later removed creating an open area. The 
rectangular building measuring approximately 26 m 
by 7 .30 m (Figs 59 & 60) was defined as a barn on 
the bas-is of its simple layout and similarity co other 
known examples, such as Building 4 at Chilgrove 2, 
West Sussex (Down 1979, 92), and barns at Dunkin 
Barn {Cunliffe & Poole 2008c) and Stroud (Moray­
Williams 1909), both in Hampshire. 

The north wall of the 8am formed part of the 
Courtyard Wall. The central room (Room 21) 
was approximately 16.90 m by 5.95 m, with rwo 3 
m wide rooms (20 and 22) at either end (Fig. 59) . 
Room 21 was entered through a can-sized entrance, 
1.8 m wide, in !.he north wall. The western room (22) 
was accessed from the Courcyard by a smaller door, 
approximately l m wide. 

The foundatfons were not investigated but it seems 
reasonable to a"ume that in common with the other 
buildiogs trenches were used. The walls were sol­
idly constructed of mortared flints and although 
much robbed io placco they survived to a height of 
six courses {Fig. 6 I). The flints were laid laterally 
to the direction of the walJs and in places appear to 
have been faced. In tbe interior there was evidence of 
mortar render, but no indication that the walls had 
been painted. 

The outer walls of the building were approximately 
0,60 m thick and had Bembridgc limestone blocks, 
approximately 0.30 m1

, at the corners {Fig. 62) . The 
partition walls were 0.50 m thick a.nd had been keyed 
into the northern and southern walls indicating that 
lhe building was of a single conso-uction. The Court­
yard Wall abutted the Barn (Figs 62 & 63), demon­
strating that the walling of the Courtyard pose-dated 
the construction of the building. 

The entrance to the Barn was marked by large 
limestone slabs, creating a threshold exactly halfway 
along !.he northern wall. Morn,r had been laid 
dittetly Onto lhis threshold and set into it were flints 
and broken limestone roof tiles - probable evidence 
thar the entrance had been blocked {Fig. 64). If 

correct, it is difficult to understand how access was 
obtained. There was an entrance from the Court­
yard into Room 22 but this would not have provided 
:access to the main hall. 

No evidence for a floor wos identified in the cen­
tral room (Room 21) , although a layer, probably of 
beaten chalk and flints, may have su.fllced. Nothing 
was cut into this layer and internally the room was 
bereft -of fearurcs. The floor of the eastern room 
(Room 20) comprised a spread of mortar overlaid 
by a scatter of broken limestone roof slates; again 
there were no associated features. This flooring was 
over an earlier level of beaten cbalk. 1n Room 22 a 
beaten cbalk surface lay above the narural clay-with­
ftinis and had bei:n replaced by a surface comprising 
discarded Purbeck limestone tiles. This layer sealed a 
coin ofTetricus I (AD 271- 74). A layer (8) of dark 
humic soil_, which conurined flecks of charcoal on 
top of the tiled surface, i$ interpme<I •S evidence of 
occupation. A large quantity of Purbeck limestone 
tiles in the demolition rubble denotes a tiled roof. 
There were_, however, large quantities of ceramic 
,egu/ae and imlmx outside the north and south walls 
of Room 21 suggesting that this part may have been 
re-roofed with red tiles. 

The majority of the pottery was recovered from 
unstratiified conre.xts_, either outside the Courtyard 
Wall or in the Courtyard, but a single sherd from an 
imported Trier black--sUpped be.nker, with the char­
acteristic roulerted design {SPCJW), wo.s discovered 
under the mortared floor in Room 20. This can be 
dated to c. AD J 80-250 and indicates a date for the 
floor of the early to mid-3rd ccnrury AD. 

Room 22 contained the largest amount of ponery 
(41 sbcrds). All CJl.o be assigned to the lore 3rd to late 
4th century AD; productS of New Forest kilos, which 
were in use from c;:. AO 270 to 400, dominate the 
assemblage, A relatively high number of sherds were 
recovered from the probable occupational deposits~ 
suggesting that Room 22 provided domestic accom• 
modatioo. 

A small amount of animal bone: was recovered 
from an unknown location. The majority belonged 
to juvenile sheep/goats, in addition to the scancred 
remains of ai.ttle and a large qunnticy of maxillary 
and mandibular teeth from adult shes-p/goar.,. The 
juvenile $-heep/goacs we-re probably butchered for 
their meat. OvcroU, the small quantity of bone coufd 
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Pig 60 General view or 1he Barn under excavation, looking west (pho1ographed 1969} 
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Fig 62 Junction of the wall of the Barn with I.be Courcyard wall (Drawn by JD) 

Fig 63 The n u, ) 
or •WeSl corner of the Barn sbowiag tlte abutted Courl}'llrd wall (photographed 1969 
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Fig 64 The blocked emrance 10 Room 21, lookin_g south (pho1,ographed 1969) 

ha\'C come from t.be. sporadic dumping of mate• 
rial from other parts of the site and probably indi­
cates that little, if any, processing cook plac.c in t;he 
building. The teeth, however, may have derived from 
ante-mortem tooth loss from sheep/goats stabled in 
the building. 

Metalwork finds were restricted to four objects 
and cannot help identify the purpose of the building, 
although the general dearth of material suggests that 
it was syste.motica11y stripped of its fhaures and fit­
tings. 

Overview 

The robustly constructed walls and tiled roof indi­
cate. a subsUtntial masonry structure. ·Ponery, and 
tht single Stratified coin, suggests a period of us.age 
during the mid-3rd to mid-4th century AD. A 
con$truction date around the mid-3rd century is 
likely and the su,.,crure was probably abandoned 
with lhc other buildings in the later 4th century. 

The relationship of the Courcyard Wall 10 the Barn 
demonsu-ates lha.i the Courtyard was walled after the 
construction of lhe Barn. Tb.is is supported by the 
(act that the walls of the Barn and Courcyard differed 
in chc.ir styles of consuucdon. 1\1\ore.over the ,-..ta.Us of 
the Barn were buHt entirely of Aints, in COL1C1"8St ro 
the other buildings thnr had been cooStructcd from 
flints •nd chalk blocks. The difference may be chron-

ological: it pre-d•tcs the Courcyard Wall and is there­
fore earlier than Aisled Building II and probably the 
Maio House. The small 8SSemblagc of 2od-ccnrury 
AD samian ponery from unstratified layers by the 
Hall, which may b;we originally been associated with 
the Sam_, is therefore potentially significant. 

The Barn was probably associated ,vith agri­
culture> but irs precise function is unknown. The 
absence of corn-drying ovens and or.her internal 
features indicares that it may have housed stock, 
although the lack of druinage argues against this idea. 
Alrernative.ly, it may ba,·ebcen used for the storage of 
equipment, a notion that 1$ suppotted b;1 the width 
of tbe entrance. The two entrances to lbc Barn were 
from the Courryatd, suggesting a strong association 
wil.h lhis area and the activities conducted within it. 
The separate entrance co Room 22, in conjunction 
with the occupational-type deposits, suggests chat it 
was used for domestic occupation, perhaps b)1 rarm 
workers. 

There was no sign that the building had been 
destroyed or systematically demolished; ratlter it 
seems to have been obandoncd and allowed to col• 
l::ips.e. The fact that the main entrance was blocked 
suggestS a uansformation in how the building was 
utilised .. 1t rnay indicale that 3t som~ point in the 4th 
century the central parr of the building had dererio,. 
rated to such ao cxtem that it wns no Ion.get safe 10 

use. 



Chapter 6 

The Hall (Site G) 

11,e Hall (Site G (Fig. 65)) was iiwestigaied through 
a series of eighl hand-<!xcava,ed trenches (G 1-S) over 
three seasons (1968, 1970 and 1971). The build­
ing was located just out:S:ide the south~east corner or 
{he Courtyard on !he upper slopes of the dry valley 
and alongSide the track that swung southwards to 
meet the main Winchester to Old $arum road (p.2). 
Over the centuries the site had been badly affected 
by soil erosion but more receotJy the activities of 
the Forestry Commission l)OSed a greater threat. 
Not onlv had the area been mechanically levelled 
but slo~ were cul in preparation for tree pla,ntlng, 
which truncated the archaeology and made ir.s imer­
pretation problematic. A 1933 halfpenny (SF 109) 
found during the excavation probably belongs 10 this 
acci,'icy. 

The stone foundations of a rectangular building, 
approximately 18 m by 12 m, were uncovered (Fig. 
66), although much of the eastern wall had gradu­
ally eroded down the vnlley slope. The walls were 
0. 70 m thkl<. and seem to have been laid directly 
onto the chalk bedrock; in places, however, broken 
limestone roof slates appear co have been used to 
create a 1C\'CI surface. The walls were cons tructcd 
of two rows of ftints with chalk packing between. 
The external wall flints were faced and produced a 
pardcu1arly fine edge, but no more than one: course 
had survived. 

lkinbridgc limestone blocks, measuring 0.38 m 
by 0.46 m aad similar to !hose found at !he corners 
of the Courtyard Wall, were discovered at both the 
north-west an_d t~e north-<!aSt corners of the building 
(Fig. 67). It ,. likely that similar blocks were origi­
nally built into the other comers. 

The entr:1ncc to the building was in the eastern 
wa~I and was de,fioed by two large flint-packed 
post-boles_ 0. 70 m an~ 0.90 m deep. Two Steps had 
~en cut mto the h1lls,de to facilitate access to this 
doorway. 

~espi_~• ihc damage to !he building it was possible 
~n enn Y the ~o?r and some of the features that had 

~t into u. fhe surface was very variable and 
~conslS:nt and_ w~s composed of a cobbled layer of 

O
n" anr th ccram1e oles set in a thin layer ot ired clay 
neo efcwre ·bi, • m f . ;eogrusa e 1carurcs was an arrange-
cm o discoloured tiles/bricks ( 0 ) • 

cast comer h"ch . . 4 4 in the south-
roughly 0.30 ';;,,

1 
(Fi;~ ~;;~rprmd as • small hearth, 

Cut into the floor in the op~sing corner was an 
oven constructed from limestone blocks and tiles 
bric~ (Figs 69 & 70). ll was roughly circular with 1 
square end and measured I. I O m by 0.95 m, but did 
not have a stoke hole. Tbe reddish discolouration or 
the limestone blocks suggests tha, the tcmpera1111<S 
reached in the hearth and the oven were 001 txu-cme, 
demonstrating that both were probably associated 
with domestic use, rather that industrial acti\itics. 

Near the foundation of the southern wall ,m a 
small shallow grave, essentially a scoop (Fig. ii), 
which contained the bones of J>OSSibly fi,~ neo­
nates (p.170-172). There is evidence tha, 1he gnr, 
was disturbed and that the remains had possibly 
been reinten:ed from elsewhere possibly as part or 
a fowidation rilll•I. Radiocarbon date,; produe<d 
a relatively broad date range of the mid-3rd lO bit 
4th century AD. Although it is not unusual 10 find 
infants and foetuses buried below Roman buildmgi it 
is relatively rare to encounter multiple intermots in 
a single grave (Cocks 1920-21; Moore 2009, 33->I), 

The insubstantial foundations and the limited 
amount of flinr rubble suggest that the Hall •"' 
probably timber-framed and rested on low mOIIJml 
walls. It appears, however., thnt much of the rnasonrJ 
had been reclaimed from the other villa build~ 
Also amongst the demolition rubble was a.''"' 
quantity of Purbeck limestone slaces sugg.srutg 1 

tiled roof. 
No securely stratified evidence was :wai~bk '° 

date the construction of thi; building. Five coms Vi~ 

recovered from the demolition rubble. The earlte!l 

was a de11ari14 of Elagabalus (AD 218-22) aod ~ 
latest was an imitation of a coin of Claudius II (, 

. • "1lS of the bl< 270-80). The maioncy of the pottery ' rifi<d 
3rd to late. 4th century and came from uns-:ra iib 
layers, probably domestic refuse from the m•t "~ 
'"There was, boweverj a vi:ry smoll amount_ 0 ~ 
material, mainly 2nd-cenrury samian, which ,8 • Ar cldl«,. 
hnve been residual from Ule occupauon v 

I or the Barn. go11 
The animal bones demonstrate that ~;;c,,,,d 

and e:auJe were the most abundant speCIC>i fro am· 
bv horse but there were vcr)' few bones ~...n,· 
• ' d repi~· ' 

other animal. Some fallow and red etr a tors: ,wo 
however, including n number of red deer ian~td js -S 
app-ear to have been collecced, while ibe . rvpical 
probable sawn .. off tine point. 1l1c eddence is • 

C 
l 
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Fig 67 North-west corner of the Hall (photographed 1970) 

Fig 68 171ed hearth agoins, the wall of the Hall (pho<ograph~d 1970) 



THI! J-IAU. (S1'11l G) 

68 

-· 
~ fEJ .... Mol'Wr N . 

• IQJ Ch_,,. Q] ClaywltltdNllt T . 
. 

• • H - ---I -__,_. 

-- - · 
Fig 69 Plan of the oven in the Hall (drawn by VH & DJ) 

of domestic refuse - a mixrurc of nQn-mear bo.nes 
and bones discarded after the consumption of meat. 

The majority of the metalwork from the villa 
comes from the Hall, but unfortunately the largest 
group comprises miscellaneous pieces that eannor 
be readily identified or could have served a range 
of purposes, such as iron rings and phucs. The site, 
however, produced the greatest nu.mbe:r of nail$ and 
Structural pieces, suggesting that it was not as thor­
oughly stripped of its fittings as I.he other buildings. 

Overview 

The paucity of the archaeology has limited what can 
be &atd about I.he building. Nevertheless, tb.e lack of 

, • 10 lhe siru,noo\ 
foundation crenches 1s m concraS1 b 'Id' g •PI""' 
elsewhere on the site. OveraU, the 01 10.,;th (C\\\ if 

t ucture \\. 
10 bavc been a simple ball-type ! ~ fboth.,, "'"' 
any> djvisions within it. The J?rOV1sio

3
n :omesdc build· 

and a hearth suggests that II wns tb lac~ of u-all 
iog, but the narurc of the floor and . epl< dwelling, 
plaster would have made for 9 ve1i ~1~ was siiuato:i 
There is no evidence to suggeSl w } 1 

t tht cour1~ 
outside the Courtyard \\7all, altbough_ •·i•r building. rw· -"t a s,m, • 
yard villa at Brading, Isle O '"'~ kitchen (l'()tl!Slln 
has been interpreted as • detach e 10 di< H.U 
& Hanworth 1998, 17). That the ~-::~nnec<«I di< 
probably opened onto the rrack w I n, rood sullS""' 
villa with the Winchester ro Old !~:on,seni<rt«· 
that it may have been s1ted here 
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Fig 70 Post-exc,wation view of the oven (photographed 1970) 
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No strntified dadng evidence was found, but the 
c,tidencc from the coins rutd ponery indicates thot 
the building might have been inhabited ira the late 
3rd 10 the 4th cenl\lry AD, The insignificant nature 
of its construclion, in conjuncrion with ics locacion 
outside the Court)'3l'd, may indicate that the stn1c-

ture was occupied nftet th . • 
b d 

c mam viU •-
• an oned, a date that could b a mod bc,o 
4th AD 

e a, late a th 
century . The re-use of b • . 8 

' ill, 
would support this theory, although udd1ng_ ITlllteri,J 
dence to demonstrate where the ma r:here 1$ no CV.. 
ally salvaged from. The StrUcru ~nry .. -., acn,. re rtmams an coi&inl. 

'l<1'1o; (',o:t] 
':)c.dJ=o.l<• 

·-nlJ I it lie> H<i;,<. ll 
"al,l>l i!;:t,.'I! 
II' - ll iht -= » Ix 
l:i:;tln ihtf 

lit~ .. 



Chapter 7 

The Courtyard 

The walled Courtyard was rhomboidal in shape. 
The nonbern side incorport'lted lhe Aisled Building, 
the southern w;i)l the .Barn, and the western wall 
the Main House. In the midway poinc of the east­
ern waU, and directly opposite the Main House, was 
1he entrance 10 the Courtyard (Fig. 72) . The only 
major fearurc to be identl.fied in the interior of the 
Counyard was <he Well. 

The Courtyard wall 

J,urtxim:nim 

The wall that enclosed the Courtyard connected 
the othc1;wisc separate buildings. The northern and 
souchem walls were approximately 55 m long; the 
eaSLern aad western waUs approximately 78 m long. 
The main entrance to the Courcyard was in the 
middle of the eastern wall and there was a smaller 
one at t.he ea.:st end of the northern wall. 

The eastern wall was sampled in I 965 (Trenches 
E4-E9) and its extent was esrablishcd. In 1966 a 
series of 1.80 m wide trenches were dug over its full 
length (Fig. 73) and the main entrance to the villa 
(sec below) was revealed. 

The southern wall was sampled in 1965 (Trenches 
81-4 and C2-3) and again in 1968 as part of the 
investigation of the Barn (C). Four trenches were 
dug over lhc wall and close attention was paid to 
where it jomed the Barn. 

The western wall was first investigated in 1966. 
Four trenches (Tl8, 23, 30 and 31) wcre dug which 
examined the relationship bet\veen the wall and the 
Main House. In I 972, Trench 23 was re--excovatcd co 
try to establish the relationship berween the southern 
wing and the Corridor of the Hou..,. Additionally, 
as part of an excavation to the west of the House, a 
trench was dug to cs1ablish the relationship between 
the Courtyard Woll and the north-easr corner of the 
House. 

In 1965 the northern wall was first sampled and 
an are-a at the western end or AB LI was t:argeced. In 
the following year bolh ends of AB ll were txcavatcd 
(Trenches FI, F2 and F9) and this showed that the 
Courryard Wall formed the southern wall of rhe 
building. In 1967 the north-east corner of the wall 
":OS lcx:ared (Trench FI 8), \Vhile in 1970 on extcn­
'10n to Tccnchcs 9 and 27 revealed the southern wall 

of an eaclier building (AB I). The area wos reinves­
tigated in 1985 (Trench F38) and this building was 
found to be integral with an earlier Courtyard Wall. 
A minor e.nttance into the Courtyard was also dis­
covered. 

Resulu of the excawtio11 

Each side of the Courtyard Wall demonstrated simi­
lar metb.ods of construction: mortared flint nodules 
set in a c:halk-paeked foundation trench. Some subde 
variations were observed: the flint nodules of che 
eastern wall were SCt longirudinnl co the line of the 
wall, while large roughly rectangular flints formed 
the foundation layer of the southe.rn wall and ,,·ere 
followed by smaller flint nodules. The eastern wall 
was app roximately 0.60 m wide, and both this wall 
and the southern wall were in trencbes 0.90 m wide 
(Fig. 74) . By c9ncran Ille f9un<1@tion u-encb for lhe 
western wall was slightly wider at just over 1.00 m. 

The p,reservarion of the wells was va.riable. Parts of 
lhc easte rn wall bad. been complctcly robbed our.., buc 
in places up to two strings of flints .survived; sections 
of the southern wall survived m Six courses high. At 
the south-west corner of the southern wall (Trench 
C2) a large corner scone of Bembridge limescone 
was discovered which was probably both strucrural 
and decoracive (Fig. 75). Investigations at the three 
other corners uncovered Ja.rgc Bembridge ashJar 
blocks, suggesting that there had also been limestone 
quoi.os at each of these too. DemoJition rubble alQng 
the line of the eastern wall consisted of limestone 
slabs_, ceramic roofing tiles and mo·rtar which sug• 
gem that the wall may have been faced w ith morc.ar 
and copped with either limesrone or ceramic tiles, or 
possibly both. There was no evidence that the other 
walls were similarly treated. 

The relacionship between the Courtyard Wall 
and individual buildings wos examined, producing 
important evidence for the development of the viUa. 
The rcl• tionship bctw,-en the Courtyard Wall and the 
Barn (Site C) was investigated in 1968 and rcvealod 
that the oortbcm wall of the building abuaed the 
Courtyard Wall. Limestone foundations hnd been 
inserted into the Counyard \"X'all to bond it \Yith che 
Barn. This shows lhar lhc Courtyard was enclosed 
ofcer th< construction of this building (p.63). 
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Fig 72 Site plan showing area enclosed by lhe Courtyard Wall (drawn by JD) 

\'<19rk on lhc western wall revealed the association 
be=en it and the Main House. Large llmestone 
ashlar blocks had been placed at the corner junc­
tions where the House joined the Courty.ard Wall 
thus delineating the two. The flints of the Couct­
yard Wall had been aligned longitudinally at right 
angles to the direction of the wall and carefully laid 
1n mortar. white the tr(:nch for the Main House was 
much deeper (Fig. 76). In particular, the walls for 
Room 2 and the Corridor were far more substantial 
than rbose of the Courtyard Wall. 

A tomplicatfd sequence of fearures was investi• 
gated duriog work on the northern Wall. An cxten­
!'on _to Trench F9 and Trenches F29, 31 and 32 
1den11fied two walls on the southern side of AB U: a 
flint and chalk wall con,tructcd as pan of A8 U and 

• h. h was on a differ<nl 
lO its south an earlier wall w · JC ked chalk 
alignment. Only a few _flints and chc %3~. ,atli<t 
foundation trench of the lartet survt'"r· • ·milllf sil< 

AB] dwasoas1 wall was integral to an C rcyattil\"Jll, 
and s~le 10 the other stretches of the ou 

1 
... , bi· " 

., . fully enc oocv · 
demonstrating that the villa was chem wall of 

• AD 1ne sou least the m,d-3rd cenrury • . p-•cc<S$"' 
• ·fil than 1~ ""' AB II was far more substantt d Hint nodules -,,It 

and was constructed of monare -·r a.ad brid:s bsd 
an infilling of chalk blocks. Red \~nstr11ccion. 11,e 
also been incorporated 1.nt0. 1ts Iteration 10 [br 
nlignmcol of AB D resulted tn •~d: chc (:ouro,a;td 
angle of the northern wall ""d 01 

more rectangular in shape. rial roonnSS •~~ 
Trench F38 located th~ sub.•tn~ 

3 
l•lll" P"''""'"' 

northern wall and also idennftc 
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probably from a gate po$t (Fig. 77), This gate ga,c 

0ccc,;s to the Courtyard and the Well. 

Summary 
The origlnaJ area enclosed by the Courtyard \'<!all wa.$ 
tmpt'Zoidal in shape and measured approximate!)' 70 
m x 50 m. bul the replacement of AB l resulted in the 
cntargemcnt of the area and a conc()mitant change to 
its shnpe. The northern wall was now at a different 
:angle rn the ea.stem and western wallsJ resuJting in a 
more rectangular Courtyard. 1\vo entrances afforded 
acce:ss to the Courtyard: through the main gate in 
the eastern wall (sec below), and via :i. smaller side 
entrance in r.he northern wall. 

That each stretch of the Courr:yacd \Vall was built 
in a similar way demonstrates that the villa \Vas 

wnUcd in one episode over a very short period of 
time. In fact, re...excavncion of the south.east corner 
in J 966 (frencb E4) indicated that that the eastem 
and southc:rn walls were consuucted at the same 
time. Ver)' little dating evidence was recovered, how­
C\iet, so it is difficult to ascertain when the Courtyard 
was enclosed. A coin (SF 89) of ADtoninus Pius (AD 
138-o I) was recovered from unslt3tified rubble, pos­
sibly from an earlier bank/ditch associated with AB 
I. There is no direct evidence for such an earthwork, 
however; if there had been one it is assumed that the 
construction of the masonry wall destroyed all evi­
dence ofil. 

The walls may have been rendered and capJX'd 
with either ceramic tiles or limes1one slabs and whllst 
their heitplt is unknown they v.rere certainly subsrnn .. 
tial and would hsvt made an imposing feature. The 
walling of the villa complex would have been a sig­
nificant evem in the development of the villa estate 
and was a clear Statement of the wealth and status of 
the owners. 

\Valled courtyards villas were not uncommon in 
southern England. Exomplcs at Bignor (Aldsworth 
I 983), Binsted (Cole 1988), Chilgrovc 2 (Down 
1979) and Stroud (Moray,Williams 1909) are all 
comparable 10 Sporsholt. These villas comprised a 
o;eries of seporate buildings am,oged around a court­
yard; the wall brought order and srrucrure to a hith­
erto unenclosed space and probably acted as a status 
$)'tnbol, 

The entrance to the Courtyard 

ln:roduukm 

In 1966 seven trenches {E3--E9) w,:re dug 10 establish 
the ea.stern limit of the Courtyard Wall. In uenches 
87 to E9 no trace of it was found, but the presence 
of pits filled with disturbed soil wns assumed to be 
evidence of robbing. In 1969 the area was reinvesti­
gated and an 8.4 m b}' 3.5 m trench revealed a series 
of intersecting pits that have been interpreted as the 
remains or at least three sepatace phase$ of gates that 
formed the cntr•nce 10 the Court)'llrd (Site H). 

I 
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\'('all would seem to and1ca1c I lrd­
ctntut')' J,nc for ns cun\tf'Ucl "SQ 
wmc ,h(:'nb J,mng l1 aruund QI( 
middle of che century. 

Tiu,, h~ t g,tt<Wll)" .. -., ttph,<4 t,, 
far more- ,ubM11nt1a1 •truccurt. In the: 
n«t pha"" two large l'«l.lnrub, r 
(113 and H4, contcxh 19-2} llld ll 
cu, the carhcr post-hnlc._ Il l Ind HI 
"•"' •1>rroxmwcly 1.65 m <kcp 
would hnvc supported a very ,ubsun 
tial suuctutt with an rntrauct ab, 
3.0 m \\tdc ·Fig. 7Q. Both J'O'<·P•• 
were: packed w11b l•ycrs of flints aod 
mortar ~o tlCD of poM \'OIJ, ._ 

1dcnuficd which su3gcs1> elm " ,., 
1 ma«,nry gatC'\\a)', or that m&U.";t 

umber posts r<,tcd on none rad• The 
con.)trucuon of ltrac monumental 
sates "uuld clcarl} ,,anaJ the ~ 
or the owners and, althou)lh con1«• 
rural, th1,. ph..~ ml) bt .;1..w~ 

rary wuh the constnacnon or tht ~hm 
llou<e. 

GatN•)~ ofthi> <uc att 1:n,...,.rn.. 
8,gnor, We51 Sussex (Aldsworth 198)), 
and Stroud, H•ffll)lh,tt \\.m­
W11hom< 190'1). Davtd John>1,>n ,u,­
i<>ted that the Spanholt cumpk 1111!' 
ha\'C compn<cd a tarsc ard>cd pttn!, 
but there it no s.ubsranlh-C cv1denoe t~ 
,uppon th1> Idea c,<ecp< fur the mr cl 
the pies and che nature of chcor 611,. 

Tb" ,ncnncc was dcm<~t<hcJ ml 
replaced by • much \Jmpl<r d,,......,. 
lea\'cd gate ( Pha-e 3). °Tho JX>'l•hok< 
HS and Ho, CQlltcxt'S 16 ,nJ I 

<et onto backfilled pose-holes (Hl and 
. L . ' •,, H4 ,, both ..,.,. cuculu . ..,. • r.,co 

Fig 71 Eastern "'"II under uca,-auon (phocogniphed I 9oR) 
m an diameter, imd \\ere ipm 
,.;th flint• thac proi>ably «r-:,;; 
paclung. The po," w<re •PI""'· • ll~ 

Rtsulu of tlu ~xt.itutwn 

·n,, cntnncc , .. , u, the, middle or the Chtem slJ'Ctch 
llf \\--all and on cilhc:r ~Kie ,,( it \\Cf"C thrtt "Cl• of 
d,ffercntly •iud ))Mt-holn 1nd1c.11ng 11 least three 
pha~ (Fig. 78). Ph•~ one wa, ttpttknted br a 
pair or roughly rcciangwar post-holes (HI and H2, 
«•nl<xh 14 and 2Q, 1.20 m'} approximately 3 m 
•ran and dua ,nto eh, chalk to a depth 0.'11 m (Fi~ 
7Q & 110). The hot.,., whtth were packed with chalk 
and lltne<, """Id probably Im~ surporc~ a ,..,>Oden 
doubl<-lcavcd ptc •bout ) m "'iJc; HQ, a •hallo,, 
doprn\Km 0.20 m dc..-p. prubably ttpr<><:nts a gate• 
ro,.t \h,S,, 

The J'O<t•holn did noc produce daung e,,1Jcnce 
but n t-Cemi hkcl)• that the aatcwn wa, con..~uuctcd 
at the umc tame a, the Counya,j '-''11' walled. Tht" 
f>o>t•h"I<> had l>c<,n d1>turb<d by lacer 1<11>,f> which 
ttfflO\'t'J t\idco« of the J'Ult ,·uii.h.. Pt.-,,tct) rccoi.·• 
c~ frum lhc foundation 1tcnch of the Counrard 

,1 m aparc and a ~,nailer posc-h,,)c ( ' 
nu, ha,~ ac.:tcd a, a ptc•poit ~tl,P. . cJ t,,-

A linal mod1fknuon (Phase I) w,1 rcr=i:, CSU 
H7 'conte.i, to, 17 and 18), 1 probal<lc Kl' m.,. 
for i'to that reduced the width of the ptC'II d lhr« 
than 3 m The Mly daung c,•,Jencc et~..,,.! 
,htrd• of p._,nc-r)· from• ~cw hlfnt C\ dlr'll trom 
beaker, which ha- a long date range c'<t: en"'"" 
c. AD 270 to too. dernonnraung that . 
conunutd m uM: "ell mu> the hh ttniuo:, 
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Fig 75 South-west corner of the Courtyard Woll (photographed 1965) 

While dating evidence was limited, the f\m 
gateway was probably construc,ed along with the 
Courtyard Wall, in the mid- co Ince 3rd century AD, 
and the last would have gone out of use with the villa 
in the later 4th century AO. 

The interior of the Courtyard 

lmroduc:io11 

la J 965, 12 hand•excavared uenches, about I m wide 
and of varying length, were dug across the middle of 
the Courtyard (Site 8). Another ten machine-cut 
trenchesi using a toothed bucket, 0.60 m wide aod of 
various lengths, were dug in 1970 (Site K) . Despite 
the extensive sampling of the Courtyard the only 
major featu[e found was a welt. 

The existence of a well was known and is refer­
enced in Hampshire Notes and Qucn·es which states 
•~ somewhat extensive hollow appears to mark the 
sne of the wel.1' (Godwin I 924, 75). Over the cen• 
turics much of the outer rim o'f lhe Well had col­
lapsed imo the shaft creating a large •crater' (Fig. 
81). The \"'ell was situated in the norlh~ast comer 
of the Court)1'rd and was S3mplcd in I 966 (Trench 
F4) and re-examined in 1968 (Site l). Hampshire 
River Authority suggested that the Well might be as 
deep •• 61 m (200 ft), an estimate thot was based 
0.n the depths- of the three well~ nea.rest co the villa 
me (Headwonh 1970) and the costs and dlfficul-

ties as$o-ciated with an excavation to that deplh pre­
cluded a full investigation. 

Resu/Lt cef the dxcatJa1w11 

.. nie crater was excavated in quadrentS down to the 
top of the Well shaft at which point, for safety reasons, 
the excavation was stopped. Tbe crater \WS funnel 
shaped and angular io profile, while the top of the 
Well shaft was approxim>tely 5.5 m below the surface 
with a dliameter of 1.22 m. Over 70% of the pottery 
from the crater was from the topsoil, or a Jayer of 
rubble immediately below ir. All the pottery from the 
lower la\'ers co.n be dated to the 4th cenrury AD; in 
additioO: there was a coin (SF 135) of the Emperor 
Constantine l1 (AD 353-57), which was the only 
example from the site of common 4th-cen1ury coin­
age minced ofter AD 330. 

The quantity of 3rtefnccs recovered from the 
Courtya.rd, all of which came from che copsoU, 
was minimal. On.c coin (SF 3), an imitation of a 
coin of the Emperor Claudius 11 (AD 270-80), 
was recovered fi-om Trench BS. lo addition, thfre 
were only 11 shtrds of Roman pottery, \Vhich had 
a dare range e.xcendin& from the early 2nd ce.ntury 
(Central Gaulish samion) through to the mid-4th 
cenrury (New Forest colour-coated cup). AH this 
material was unstratified and on]}• Indicates that Lhe 
Courryo.rd wo.s in use during this period. 



THI! COURTYARD 
76 

I 

' / 
I 

I 
ii._/ ___ , 

-
N...._ • 

Fig 7~ Plan of the junction of the Courcy3rd Wall and the Main House (drnwn Y ' b JD based on a skeich in a 
site note book) 

The surface of the Coun)'ard appears 10 have 
consisted of tJie narurnl clay-with-flincs and had 
the appearance of a farmyard rather than a cobbled 
area or cultivated garden. An amorphous, coughly 
semi-ci~ular feature (600), which had been partly 
destroyed by a mechanical digger, was id~nti.fied. It 
had the appearance of a natural hole that had ••arced 
10 silt up bu, which had been topped up with a layer 
of rc'"°epositcd chalk; although it is undated, it may 
represcm a levelling-up of the Courtyard in Roman 
times. 

Summary ftl>t 
I cavation the date o As a result of incornp _et~ ex onablt to assurm tlW 

Well is unknown, bur it •s reas I (he occupants or 
it would have been dug 10 su~p Y cnvated from di• 
AB I wi1h water. All the material exderi1·ed fN)m di• 
cra1er of the well head probably. 's abandonmt111 

• , 11 ·cd the s11e narural erosion that io ow 
in the mid• to late 4th century AD. 

Overview . ·m domestic. 
·11 ' d nores one w1 'd ctJ The ierm 'courtyard vt •. e 99• I 63) as e1·1 en ()QI), 

rooms on three sides (Smith 1 1
' shit< (J'ri«l 

by the villa at Frocestcr> Gloucester 

• Gate· : 
post \ 

0 ---
ff; Pi,:, ~r tb 
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Plan Locadon 

Fig 77 Plan of the eastern end of the north wall of the Courtyard (drawn by JO) 

105-9). Sparsholt had domestic buildings on two 
sides, ofwbich the Aisled Building was used for both 
domestic and agricultural purposes, in addition to 
an agricultural building (the Barn) on the third side. 
The Courtyard \'(la1J was an integral p3rt of che sitet 
linking the otherwise separotc buildings, while the 
arrangement of the buildings around the Courtyard 
may have bad iocial and economic: significance 
(Smith 1997, 17 1). 

Apart from the Well, the lack of any recognisable 
eV'ldcnce) such as cobbling or garden fcarures. sug­
gests that lhe Courtyard was a farmyard. There are 
similarities to Chilgrove 1 and 2 (Down 1979), which 
were bolh courtyard villas with -stockyards'. More ... 
over, these villas we.re on similar chalk downlands 
to Sparsholt and probably had the same agricultural 
rt'gimes. The skelewns of two foxes were discovered 
at Sparsholt (Pit XX and Site F) indicating the threat 
of predator.. The wall wa, probably dual purp0se: to 
keep s1ock in and predators out. 

An understanding of ,he rdarionsh.ip of the Court ... 
Y•rd \'ilall to the indiVidual buildings is essential if 
the O\'Crall development of the villa complex is co 
be u.ndcr$lood and a chronology for the silc cstab--

lished. This i.$ vc:ry difficult to achieve because s1.rati• 
graphic relationships were lin1i~ed and only a small 
amount of scrotified dating evidence was recovered. 
In particular there is a lack or evidence for the rela­
tionship between the Courl}'lltd Wall and both the 
Main House and the Aisled iluildings. So although 
it is fairly certain that Al3 I was the flr$t building in 
lhe Romano-British period, and that the end of the 
villa is c:harac-,crised by the demolition of the maln 
buildings and possibly the construction of the Hall, 
le is the sequence of activity between these events 
which is unclear. Be.low is the preferred sequence; it 
describes the growth. decline and eventual abandon~ 
mcnt of the villa complex, but at ccr1ain points the 
lack of evidence allows for alternative models. 

Phase I (mid 10 late 2nd ec11tury AD) 

Unenclosed. This phase. consisted of the construc­
tion and occupation of AB I. The presence or both 
2nd-cenrury AD po«ery and blue-green bottle glass 
in demolitioa layers associated with this scruc:rure 
indicate that. it was occupied by at least the l:uc 2nd 
century AO. There may well have been a simple bank 
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Fig 78 Excavated entrance looking south (photographed 1969) 
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Fig 80 Section through the entrance (dmwn by JD, based on original by CC) 

and ditch enclosing the Courty:ird but all evidence 
of this would probably have been destroyed by the 
construction of the Courtyard walls. The Well was 
probably dug during this phase, but because it wBS 

not fully excavated this remains conjectural. 

Phase II (mid• <o late 3rd cenwry) 

Enclosurt. This phase saw the construction o( the 
Barn and Main House in addition to the enclosure 
of 1he Cour1y.1rd (Fig. 82). The exact sequence of 
events is unclea.c but ic is kno\vn that the Courtyard 
Wall abuued the Barn, indicating that it post-dated 
the construction of the building. Evidence of the 
Juncnon between the Courtyord Wall and I.he south 
wall Of AB I had been destroyed when the scruc• 
tu(e was demolished 10 make wny for AB 11. Yer 
the dimensions of the foundation r;rench for the 
Courtyard \Vall indicate thai it was similar in style co 
the southern strelch of wGUing 3Dd is therefore likely 
IO be comcmpomry. The other streteheo of the wall 
'Ne.re also similar in si2c and style demonstrating that 

the Courcyard was cnclosod as • single net after the 
Barn was conscructed. Coin and pOttery C\~dence 
from the 8am suggests th3t it was in use by the mid-
10 lnte '3rd cenrury AD. 

The j unc1ion betwCco the Main House and rhe 
Courtyard \Vall was desrroyed when the wings were 
added in Phase m so the relationship between them 
is unknown. The dating evidence demonstnlte5 
char the Mein House was built around the mid .. 3rd 
century, so it seems Hkely that it also pre-dares the 
enclosing of the Cou,ryard. Thus the principnl build­
ings originally faced each other across an uoe.nclosed 
Courtyard~ the Barn was. added :,md then the c:om• 
plex enclosed. A possible problem with this model is 
r.hat il pieces the enclosure of the Courcyard close to 
the demolition of AB I and the consuuction of the 
new strcrch of wn11 that accompanied AB n {Phase 
111). 

The villa wb entered vfa -a 3 m wide double---lca\·ed 
door, which was probably contemporary to the 
walling of the Courtyard in this phase. 
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/>has, 111 ( md of rhe 3rd ctnWY)...,arly 4rh ce11auy) 

Rebuilding and refurbishment. Towards the end of 
the 3rd century, AB I was d~molished and replaced 
by_AB n, which was on a slightly different alignment 
(F,g. 83), probably to make the Courtyard mo.re rect­
angular. The norihcra wall was also demolished and 
replaced '.vith a more substantial one. A small pare 
of the ongmal wall was retained at its eastern end 
and a. gap between this nnd AB U is e'Vidence for a 
smaU gate that provided access into the Courtyard. 
Rob~mg. and modern disturbance bave meaint that 
the iuocuons between the Courtyard Wall and AB n 
were not properly investigated, but it seems probable 
tha~ tb~ new wall was integral to AB n in o rde.r to 
m~t:•:'n the_sccurity oftbe Courtyard. 

unng this phi!$e the Main House was signifi­
eanth tly ~pgraded with che inscallation of a hypocaust 

e laying of cwo • ' . · mosaics and the construction of 
Cxtenscons ac both ends of th• b 'Jd' Th' •• · d .... ui mg. 1s actsvny 
" aced to the early 4th centuty The • • I C yard w I • origma oun-
••t . a I was demolished and rebuilt up to rhe new 
- en.<1ons. At both d f • 
lion wberc the ~n s o the building the junc• 
delineated b txtens~ons and lhe walls abutted were 
north Y arge hmcstone ashlar blocks. At thA 

ern end of the M • H ' was narrower J: ~m ouse the Courtyard \Vall 
the oucer wall a::?;:~: ~~•llow~r foundations than 
walls \,1ere constr d > md1caung that che two 
. ucte at d'ttt• • t1on ac thi . . m ... rent umes In "'dd'1 ' s Junction the r . • "' .. unestone ch1ppings that had 

lined the foundation trench of che COUil)'ard '><'lcll 
had been re-laid above the foundations of che Hom, 
extension, also indicating different periods of coo• 
strUction but demonstrating that lhe Courl}~rd 11iU 
bad been in place prior 10 the addirion of rooms a, 

either end of the building. 
Ac this scage it is p.robable c:hat c:hc entrance 10 chi 

Courtyard was enlarged, an act tbat wimessed lht 
addition of a far more substantial strucrure, probal,ly 
of stone. This phase seems 10 rep.rcsenr lhe pinnll<lc 
of the viUa owner's affluence. 

Phase IV (late 4th u,uury) 

Decline. TI1e final phase of ,he si1e sow !he abandon­
ment of the principal buildings. The conscructioo ~r 
c:he Hall outside c:he Cout1vard 10 ics souch.,.St • 
also placed in this phase, ahhough the e,ideoce is JI 

best renuous.1'be coin sequence from the sire comes 
to an end: there are no coins that date after AD JS1 

(SF 135 is c:he latost); in fact there arc only four roilll 
that were minted during the 4th cenrul')', AJd,ougb 
in a state of ruin, the main buildings were _probab¾ 
subna.ndally imac-t. There was.> howe\ler, t\'tdcnc< 
robbing, wilh mate.rial being used in lh• conscn><­
rion of the Hall, including pilae from !he hypo<••~ 
and limest0ne roof tiles. The insubstantial naiutt .

0

1 
the ball and the re-use of saJ\'ngcd building m•""' 
sugges1 a la1e •lth-ceni:ury AD dace for this phn'<· 
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Chapter 8 

Discussion 

The site of Spnrsholt villa is located io ancient wood· 
land and it ,,.,as the tree cover that largely protected 
the ruins ftom agricultural ,,·tar and tcaL Although 
ttte~rooc damage had taken its toll, triaJ excavations 
revealed tha1 the Jtvel of archaeological preserva­
tion was excellent. This) along with the threat posed 
by the proposal to bulldoze n new woodland ride 
lhtough the area, led to the programme of excavation 
from 1965 onwards. 

At the rime, relativcly few British villas ha:d been 
investigated on such a scale, and even today the 
extent of the undertaking, in conjunction with the 
recovery of the complete plan of this courcyard 
villa> ma.rks Sparsholt out as noteworthy. Despite 
the size of the investigation, however,_ the evidence 
do<:s suffer from a number of limitations. Tb c oxca­
vation did not benefit from a S}'$tematic approach, 
with trenching, open.area excavation 3.0d a box ... grid 
system being used variously. The laner was mainly 
employed during the first few seasons with the con .. 
sequence thin che initial emphasis was p]aced on 
defining suarigraphical relationships, rather than 
revealing the layout of the buildings. 

A number of reasons can be identified for the 
sitiog of the villa. Topography was clearly important; 
the small spur overlooking a shallow valley afforded 
views of the surrounding countryside, and al though 
•oday the valley is dry, in the past it could ha'l'e sup­
phed wacer. Th.e occupams were also able to sink a 
well. The chalky soils pro,,jded good drainage and the 
slopes 10 the west would have been ideal pasru re. The 
more level ground to the south and east could have 
been used for arable. Access to a major ro uteway 
would also ,:,have been. sigoificant, with the !Roman 
~ad from I ema Be/ganm, co Sor,,,.iodwum, lying only 
6oO m to the south. Johnston estimated that it would 
have taken only rwcnry minutes to travel by catrioge 
to Ve11ta and about two hou~ d . 1• ~~ to nve 1vestock to 
~•~et th~re. A funher factor may well have been 
l at the ~1te had been occupied previously jn the 
not•too--dutam past. , 

The lron Age period (Fig, 84) r:: 'f,':;, firghst saw significant use during the Iron 
. • ou sealed panly beneath the viii th :~t J~rt :{ t . prehistoric senlcmcnt lies :~ m: 

ig. • . e. full extent or the sire vn:, not 

explored but three sides of an enclosure were"""· 
ioed as well as an entrance on the soulh side 11, 
complex is estimated to cover about 0.25 ba but ~ 
is quite possible that Iron Age Sparsbolt consisted or 
more Lhan one enclosure. Earthworks evident in tht 
adjacent woodland may represent more substantial 
features than just an extensive field system. 

The site is da1ed by itS ponery, wluch p!.,co, n 
firmly in the Middle and Late Iron Age periods (,lOO 
- 50 BC). A radiocarbon date of the 1st century BC 
from the female skeleton buried in the upper lilb o[ 
the enclosure ditch shows that by the Late Iron Age 
the features had silted up and it appears to be around 
this lime that the site was abandoned. 

Sub-rectangular coclosures up to a hectare 10 

extent occurred widely throughout Wessex in the 
Middle lron Age (Cunliffe 1993, 180). lt is «1mmoo 
for them lO have contained roundhouses,. stor2,gt 
pirs, post-built granaries and other fearores and !hey 
functioned as farmlteads, occupied by an extended 
family or small community (Cunliffe 2005, 43). 
Sparsholt produced a number of pits bu1 no suuc­
tural evidence, and the relevant features may wcU Oe 
ln the unexcavaced areas. 

Pies also occur widely on Iron Age sites throu~ 
Wess« (Cunliffe 1993, 186) and have been assoo­
ated with the storage of grain such as emmer ml 
spelt wheat (>'lln der Veen 1989, 302--19). The,, l\l'O 

crops would ha,•c been quite suit3ble for culdv.inoo 
on the local soils. Pollen evidence indicates tlu• by 
the end of the Iron Age much of southern Engw,d 
was being exploited for agricultural purposes (Datt 
& Dark l 997, 94) and the Sparsholt a.re• was no 
exception. m,I 

The pits and ditches also produced ""' 
bones, indicating Lhnt the economy included P"· 

• • • es \~·ert catdei toral farmmg. The three mruo •P.~1 • h>'• 
sheep and pig and the local cond111ons ,,ould & 
suited the rearing of sheep in particular (D:ut . 1 
Dark l 997 112) There was also evidence of's~ ' • • inuJt 11'1 
deposits', the deliberate burial of p~rts 0_f ';.,;n; to 
this case the leg of a cow, as propiaalor) 0 

the gods (p. 184). . dewl«I 
The Oanebury Environs project, ,vitb us Culliiif< 

study 11f -150 square km of cbnlk Jands~P" ~loll& lh< 
2000) and co a lesser extent the <.,ca,,mons • d JIOII' 
M3 corrido, (Fasham 1985), ~low the eb~ ~pshii< 
of Inter prehisroric seulement m ccntrnl 11 
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. cd The comparatively isolated naru.rc 
~~ :;:c 1:.:::~t c~dencc mc:.ns chat '!1cre no known 

'ghbouring sites ro consider as possible precursorsl 
oe:1 rcsencc of pieces of Dressel I A amphora 
~ul the fpthe pits is evidence of late trading ,comact 
mooco . • r 

• th a.re-as outside the region. Th1s type o . pot~ery 
Wt • ed from the Mediterranean regmn into was 1mp0rt h 
southern England between I 00 3IJd S? BC throug 

umber of ports including Hengistbury Head 
~P:'.cock !971, 161-88, Cunliffe 1987). 

By this period the Roman annexation of Gaul (~2 
BC) may have precipirnted the movement of Belg,c 
jmmig:rnnts inro southern England. Indeed, the 
Roman name for \Vinchcster was J.tma BeJgamm 
(th< market town of the &Igo•). It is possible that 
rhis influx 10 the native forerunner of the Roman 
town (Oram's Arbour) caused disruption to the local 
farming population (Cunliffe 2005, 127) and may 
have been a facrnr in the abandonment of the sectle-­
rnenr at Sparsbolt. 

The Romano-British period (Fig. SS) 

Mid .. 2nd unmry 1q mi.tJ .. Jrd c.emury AD 

The Iron Age enclosure was abandoned dw:ing the 
1st ceorury BC and it appears to have been at least 
150 years before the si,e was re-occupied. The period 
immediately following the Roman conquest (AD 43) 
was a rcl.ach..-ely peace.Cul ooe for southern England 
and some Hampshire villa sites were devclop<:d, e.g. 
Twyford in the ltchenValley Qohnston 1981, 50) ond 
Rockbourne near the Ri\-er Avon (RCHME 1980) 
but not, it would seem, Sparsh,oll. 

The first building in the new settlement appears m 
have been Aisled Building I (AB I). Coins, imported 
rma s;g,7/ata ponery and glass, all recovered frorn 
demolition layers indicate a date of construction in 
the mid-2nd century. As the first structure on site 
it "'?uld have been the principal building, but few 
details ar,c known because much of it was erased 
when Aisled Building IT was constructed. As the 
main building, fr could have provided shelter and 
accommodation for both humans and animals and 
may have conralne:d a suite of roo.ms. It certainly 
?o~scd a bath--suitc in the south-east corner although 
IL is not clear whether this was part of the original 
layout. 

_The plan and dimeosions of AB 1 are consistent 
wuh examples of aisled buildings from southern 
England (Cunliffe 2008, 114-20) and ahbough the 
cxcavaoon did not reveal ( lc-ar a.rcbitectuml foarures 
~use of the later activicy, it was replaced by an 
~disputable aisled structure (AB Il). Aisled build­
ings we.re often the earliest structure:s on villa sites in 
~ -c region, as at Thrmaon, Clanville and HolJghton 

own_, for e~m.ple, while at Gratelcy Soullh and 
Dunkin Bara ,1 IS believed that the aisled buildings 
preceded the Corridor houses (ibid 125) 

From the mid-2nd centu S h. I 
of a single bu·id· , . ry, pars o t consisted 1• mg 1ronnng onto a vard 
men1 similar to the vUla at Cla .,·, ., ao arrange• 

nvi c, near Andover 

(Percival 1976, 100). It is not known if the l'llrd 
Sparsholt had been enclosed by a wall at !hi$ " 
nnd i, is possible that the area was demare.1t d 1~~ 
bank, ditch or hedge. • Ya 

The Barn was located on the opposite •idc o( tho 
yard to AB I. It was probably consttucccd in·• · 

• • u11: carl)-
to m1d•3rd century and signals rcne-wcd de•--lo 

• " pnien1 
of the sue and the yard was formaUy enclosed •th 
the Courcyard Wall. At Brading, on the Isle of\v; 
a farm building and aisled building were on oppo~ 
•ides of a walled C?~rtyard (Smith 1978, 126). 

The 8nm was d1vtded into three rooms, a ,,,.,0 boll 
with a room !' either end and although sn-ucrur,s ol 
comparable size are known, e.g. from Grateley South 
and Dunkirt Barn, no direct parallels for SparshoJ, 
hove been identified. Grateley South and Balt.sbury 
come closest, encb having a single small room "' the 
west end of the building (Cunliffe & Poole 2006b, 
121, fig. 3.23). lbe Barn was probabl)' a multi-p,u. 
pose building used for the storage of agriculnu,I 
equipment and produce. It was entered via a doorway 
in the north wall, which although relativclv wid, 11 

1.8 m, is smaller than the entrances ...;..rded a, 
Pitney, Somerset (2.6 m), Great Casterton, Ru~and 
(2.44 m), and Langton, Yorkshire (2.47 m) (Mom, 
1979, 67). At $Orne point the main enirana, wu 
blocked, thus preventing access ,o the central room, 
which perhaps signals a change in the economic 
practices of the villa. No other modifications) or t\i• 

dence of deliberate destruction, were recorded and n 
appears that the Barn was abandoned along "'th th, 
other buildings in the mid-4th century. 

The entrance 10 the villa we, locared in the middle 
of the eastern boundary of the yard and in the early 
3rd century probably comprised a timber gmew,y. 
Also taking i,s place in the yard was the w,n 
Although undated, it is likely 10 have been •• early 
feature, Mid to late 3rd century. 

Significant changes occurred in the mid 10 i,ie 
3rd cenmry when a new building - the Main Hou$t 
- was consuucted along the \VCSt side of tht c~tt­
yard. Architecturally it can be viewed as marking a 
clear departure from th.e styles previously cmph,J-.d 
on the site. The building was a 'row•, or Corn~, 
house, consisting of a set of five rooms, rwo o£whicb 
were sub-divided. The entrance to the Corridor was 
located direcdy opposite the main villa gateway. Cord 
ridor houses appear in Ha,mpshirc from th(' 

2~ 
century onwards, e.g. Rocl<bourne (RCHME~ di 
particularly in the 3rd cenrucy, e.g. Gt111cl<Y u 
(Cunliffe & Poole 2008b, 125). Similar row h;; 
have also been discovered at Cbilgrovc (Down \v ,;. 
Dunkirt Baro (Cunliffe & Poole 2008c) ' nd • 
lingron (Dicks 2010). . 

0 
"'di 

The Moin House was built to • Cl1'1cal pi• ~,
11
«! 

an enrrancc giving access 10 a Corndor rh•~
3 

Th< 
a standard range of rooms (Perring 2002, .!~ .. , • line \\'JUI UI 
large middle room (7) was almost ,n di< 
entrance an arrangement designed ,o P~t11tlY 
emphasis on lhc middle room. ~oom 7 ~! \,,bJr;h 
an audience chamber, or recepnon room, ., ....... 4 • ss wa .. 1...,... 
guests were received and estate busine 
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I to either side of Room 7; csch 
ducted. Rooms •Y hamber that led 10 a 
,i,.•::as accessed from an antec th 

. ,h·I• r.here was a smaller room to . e 
main room, " 1 ·g1, ( th) 

( 'b'd 187-8) The suite to the r, t nor 
rear II ' • ' a (R 11) • d room with a mosaic uoor oom ' eontmn~ 8 • ( "b ·d 

ed
• b hypo""USt Ac.:ording to Pernng , , ' 

heat v 3 - • h d • • • -•room ,voutd have been a eatc 191) lhe main.,...., . . . 
and wcn .. furnishtd space.1 o descnpuon cotlS1stent 
wich (he character and location of Room ~ 1. Two 

th I -·-• (4 ond 8) could have funcuoned as o er arge •=u~ E h 
informal dining rooms or additional bedroo~s. ac 
suite may have belonged to a different family group 
(Smith 1997, 46-8), served as private quart•~••. or 
been used scasonaUy (Perring 2002, 203). A similar 

3.rr3ngemtnt of rooms is found at Newport (]sic_ of 
Wight), while good examples o~ central recepuon 
rooms can be cited from both Cbllgrovc I (Room 6) 
and Chilgrove 2 (Building I, Room 2) (Down. I_ 979), 
and Dunkin Barn (Buildings 2 and 4) (Cunliffe & 
Poole 2008c). The discovery of an infant burial, in 
addition to the scparace burial of a coin of Cl.audius, 
in Room 5 at Sparsholt may indicate that the room 
contained a shrine. 

It was the construction of the Main House at 
right angles to AB I that resulted in the creation of a 
'courtyard villa'. Sparsholr belongs 10 the 'encrance­
coun-1 type of villa, with the yard acting as the 
approach 10 che Main House (Morris 1979, 53-4). 
A similar development took place at Houghton 
Down, where a modest central hall house and work­
shop were added 10 an aisled building, while at both 
Grateley Soulh and Dunkin Bam an aisled building 
preceded a corridor house (Cunliffe 2008, 125). 
Sparshok is closest in form., however, to the wa.Ued 
oourtyard villas at Brading (Isle ofWight) and Clao­
ville (Hampshlrc) where an aisled building and house 
faced each other across a rectangular walled. enclo­
sure Oobnston 1978, 78, Smith 1978, 78, Scon 
1993, 86). 

The corridor house provided a suite of private 
spaceS and is evidence for the movement away from 
communal and vernacular architecture to a style 
more closely allied with Rome (Cunliffe 2008, 121). 
The allocation of space m such a way probably repre­
sents a change in lhe social status of the owru:rs and 
3 desire t~ articulate ic symbolically by creating sepa­
rate public and pcivatc spaces. 

A further major development occurred shorliy 
aft~r _the complct1on of the corridor house. }\j5Jed 
Building I was demolished and replaced by o larger 
s?"ucture (AB II). The roof structure of 1his large 
aisled ?arn stood on square stone post .. pads with 
two P••~ of supports sc, in the gable ends. Th~ high 
cemral nave was pr b bi ·1i • 

• . 0 a Y I ununated by clerestory 
;nd?"'s ond the building "'Ould have dominated 
b e si~c nnd (~e surrounding landscape. It seem,5 to 

ave een a direct replacement for the earlier Struc-
ture and based on o d . . , . P ttery an coin ev-idence it was 
constructed in the I 
In • 1

, ast quarter of the 3rd century 
1t:s ear 1es1 phase • l'k • 

PI• d . H wa.$-• 1 e its predecessor, open 
.... n 3n comamed a b r.h • • 

Com I a · sune m I.he south-east er. t was not uncommon for baths to be housed 

in aisled buildings, e.g. Combley (Isle of w· 
Houghton Down (Cunliffe 2008, 117) and nt~ 
Barn (Cunliffe & Puole, 2008c). Baths gen,.,

11 comprised n compact g_roup of rooms with a Y 
bined af)Qdy1ermm and Jr;gidarium With a cold tOfn• 

bath, a repMarium and a ,aldarut111 Oohnsio,,P 1~~! 
78-82) and Sparaholt conformed to this pattern 

Aisled buildings nre paniculnrly commo~ . 
Hampshire and occupied a key place in the layou ~ 
villas (ibid, 80). Where they were pan of a com:,• 
within a walled courcynrd, they were usually loc:u: 
at right angles to. a m~i~ house (Perring 2002, 53),., 
at Sparsbolt. In its ongmal form AB JI was probably 
subsidiary co the Main Hou.se and itS chief PUl'pO\< 

was probably agricultural (Morris 1979, >:45) 
coupled with some domestic provisiQn. The .~ 
could have been divided into stalls to accommodate 
cattle (Hadmao 1978, 192) bm the lack of drair,,go 
suggests otherwise and it is more likely that some o( 

the large open space was used for storage (Perring 
2002, 53). Crop pro=sing is indicated by the coro 
d.rier in Room 15 and the hearths suggest workshop­
cype activities, while the ovens could have providtd 
food for the entire establishment. The open spoct, 
or al least part of it, could have pt0\1ded accommo­
dation for members of the extended family or farm 
workers, while the Baths would have been utilised by 
all the occupants of the villa. Evidence for di,iding 
up an aisled barn comes from Thru.··<ton, wbert the 
southern end of the building may ha,'C been =-.d 
for livjng and sleeping, while the north-west coma 
was used for cooking (Cunliffe & Poole 2008c, 107) 
and Dunkin Barn, where sepame rooms and corn 
driers were u.nder the same roof (Cunliffe & Pook 
2008c.). 

Access co AB ll was :-tl the east end ,~a a large 3.85 
m wide doorway, approached by the track th:11 fol­
lowed the edge of the Courtyard Wall and also led 10 
the small entrance by the WeU. The main door "" 
considerably wider than entrances of 'cart width' 
found in some barns, e.g. at Meoostokc where lh• 
ccntraUy positioned entrance was 2.85 m "id< (King 
1996 61) while the average from Great CastettQll, ) :) . . thlt 
Langton and Pimcy is 2.5 m. Tus suggests . 
vchlcles were expected 10 enter the building b<ll>',' 
offloading. It is significant, however, that the door 11 

located outside the courtyard, po1enrio!ly exdudm~ 
some agriculrural activities from the hean of di(' 

villa complex, The cour1yard may ha"e be<n lefi.: 
a formnl empty space to create a buffer bctWt<D and 
private areas and the outside world (Scon 1990) ihc 
could explain why the buildings arc lo<:ated 00 • 
periphery of the walled area, an unusual situation, 

though mirrored at Clanville. the""" 
That AB r was replaced by a srruccurc of r me 

• • • pott3nct o type demonstrates the conunumg im was 
aisled building. At Sparsbolr the new Saucrur:o its 
conscn.,cted on a slighdy different nhgnm•~.1o~ 
p~decessor and this ,va!t also the cas_~ 3

:, ea)'.tl" 
Barn (Cunliffe & Poole 2008c), wh• :uildiog 1\,1· 
Copse, 0-reac Bedwyn, the rcpl3cemcot r one but 
lowed the same orie.ncation ns the car icr ' 
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oved co the sourh-east (Hostetter & Howe 1997, 

~9). The greater capacicy of AB n probably reflects 
the increase jn ourput thnt the cststc was now 

11·oving. The historic-al c:onlcx1 for the$e dcvelop­
~;n~ rnay be sought in the political and economic 
changes to l.he Empire in the 3rd century. Barbarian 
incursions led to chc loss of major grain-producing 
r,gions on the ~onti~ent (Watson 1999) and Britain 
became iocreasangJy Jmporram as a source of food, 
particularly for the R_oo:1ao army_ on the Rhine:"!'• 
im.oestmenr in oew bwld1ngs at this rune could signify 
greater confidence, or opportunis":', by the existing 
propriet·ors, or a change of ownership. 

Eatly 4th c,.m1w:,,1 AD 

This economic upturn may have been responsible for 
the next phase of development when both the Main 
House and Aisled Building U were extensively modi­
fied. The House was enlarged with the addition of a 
pair of rooms nt eilher eod (Fig. 37). Datio,gevidencc 
indicates that eh.is work look place no earlier than 
tb• late 3rd century and possibly in the 4th century. 
Toe building was further enhanced ,vith the laying 
of a fine mosaic floor in Room 7, daced on scylis­
tic grounds to !he first quarter of the 4th century 
(p.113-1 l 5 and Fig. 96). 

lo \vingcd-conidor villas the small end rooms Cre­
ated corner pavilions that projected outwards and 
were given arch.itecrotal emphasis, e.g. Fullerton 
(Cunliffe & Poole 2008d). Ar Sparsholt they did nor 
extend be~-ond the line of the Corridor and are bc..-st 
termed pseudo-wings (Perring 2002, 73-4, Smi!h 
1978, 126). Nevertheless, the Main House w11s 
directly opposite the cntra.oce to the villa and -visi­
tors entering through this gate wouJd have been prc­
$Cnted wich an impressive view. 

The House now provided 230 m2 of accommo­
d:nion, divided into public or $Ocial and private or 
domestic areas. Room 7 continued to be the main 
reception room and the rich deco(ation of the mosaic 
floor and paioted \ValJs were clearly intended co 
impress on the visitor the wealth of the villa owners. 

The modifications to AS a involved !he demoli• 
tion of the west wall and addition of a suite of rooms 
which extcnded the length of the building. This par­
titioning may reflect a need for more privttle space 
~•d is a common development (Perring 2002, I 69). 
There was no daring evidence for the changes ar 
Sparsholt but at Hough100 Dowo such a develop• 
ment took place in the mid .. 3rd 10 mid-4tb cenrurv 
{Cunliffe & Poole 2008a, 59) while at Thru."on i·c 
was the second half of the 4th centur)' {Cunliffe & 
Poole 2008c, I 08). The aisled building at Claoville 
~ extended and saw a subdivision of space th8l 
mcluded the addition of baths (Cunliffe 2008, 117). 

The result of the changes ac Sparshoh w.is that AB 
11 was no\\· divided inlO at least three functional areas 
•ad in itS final guise belongs 10 Pcrrlng's 'Devel• 
•?Cd lype' (2002, 53) which has a set of rooms at 
one cod, but $till contained o larg~ open communal 
area. Such structures are interpreted as cypicsJ farm 

b~ildin~! Lhat coupled domestic accommodation 
With agncultural s1oragc _{l'<.ing 2006, 357). At Spar­
sholt the bath-suite conoaued ro serve the needs or 
t!1e whole villa, while 3 new hearth, for the prcpara­
uon of food, was built in I.he south•west corner of the 
hall. ~c presence of a mosaic in Room l 2 suggests 
that this ma.y have been a dloiog room the mosaic 
perhaps intended to demonstrate a level, of opulence 
tom~a.rab1e to that in the Main House .. aod impJie, 
lha1 1t was not used by farm labourc.rs. Ahema.tlvcly 
the DC\V rooms, including Room 12, may have been 
created lo provide a formal location where estate 
business wns conducted. The iron plough coulter 
discovered in Room J 2, which from irs Position was 
either leaning against or hanging on the wall, may 
suppon this idea. In contrast, Smith (1997, 45) has 
suggested that the presence of different suites of 
rooms may indicalc separate family groups, although 
this has been challenged by Perring (2002, 202-6). 
Either way it seems clear tha1 the non•ag:ricultural 
function of AB JI increased over time. 

Although undated, ic seems likelv thac the refur­
bishment of the entrance to the • oounvard coin­
cided with the other early 4thMccnrury de~lopmcots 
c3t Sparsholt. The entrance was widened and the 
gateway replaced with .a more substantial structure, 
possibly in stone. A consequence of constructing AB 
a on a slightly different alignment tQ its predecessor 
wa.s to make the Courtyard more rectangular. It has 
been suggesced thac this was me30t to emphasise the 
imporm:nce of the Main House by drawing anention 
to the building (Smith 1997, 250). 

The interregnum and disruption caused by the 
rwo usurpe.r•emperors, Carausius and AUectus (AD 
286-96), docs not seem to have had a long-lasting 
effect on the agricultural economy of southern 
England. C-Onsolidarion of the Empire under Con­
stantine and the n..-storarion of pe-ace seem to have 
ushered in a. n~w affluent phase. Rural villa owners 
invC1i,t·ed in l"vish bath houses and mosaic pavements 
as at Bignor (Frere 1982, I 35-95), Woodchester 
(Mann l963) and Chedworth (Esmonde Cleary 
2012). It is intriguing, therefore, that at Sparsbolt the 
Main House was not enlarged even further and this 
presumably indicates that the own,e.r could not afford 
to rebuild on such a scale. 

By the 4th cenrury the elite were investhlg in villas_, 
using this as a way to improve see-uriry and express 
their status and many were now predominnntly based 
in !he countryside (Esmond< Cleary 2012, 109- 10). 
11icre appear ro be relatively few vi.Uas in the viciniry 
of Spa.r.iliolt, however, in an area defined to the north 
and sou.th by the Roman roads and to the west by 
the River Test. There is the possible sic• Ut Up Som• 
borne, but larger groups of viUas exist to the nor'!' 
and east of\Vinch~lcr and in lhc Andover area. It 1s 

always p-0ssible that Sparsholt was the centre of an 
agricult11ral e-stote containing a number of s.econda._ry 
settlement'S. Vnua Belgarum would have been 1rs 
principal market where produ~ ~YRS sold and taxes 
paid. The development of I.be sue m_ t!1c late 3rd ~en­
tory n1ay ha\.-e come from wealthy cmzcns (decun,ms) 
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of lirma perhaps wishing to invesl in the country.Side 
after Ojoclct:ian's ta.:< reforms, as ?'ay have happened 

., .. (Ch"ichester) (Pere,val 1976, 145-65), at ,,w,omagr.., 

Decline and abandonmmt 
Th Hall ,vas c:onscrucrcd outside <he CoUTtYard 
waf1 in [he south-east part of [he sire. The ,absence 
of foundation cre.ncbcs, at odds with the ~ther stru~­
tures nod the re-use or build.il)g mater1aJ. sho~1 n 
was Qf comparaclvcly rudin:ie.nrary consttucaon. 
There: wns an oven and hearth, however, suggest­
ing that 1t provided 11ccommoclation ~{ sorts. Th~re 
"':J.S no doting evidence for chc Halls construcnon 
but <he relatively large quantity of 4tb-cenrury grog­
tempered p0nery shows that it was in ~se during th~t 
centurv. \'Qhar is nor clear is whether 1t was an addi­
tional isset to the villa layout or represents a decline 
in fotnmcs and was used in place of the earlier 
structures. 

Sparsholr was abandoned during the 4th century. 
There are only four 4th century coins from a 1oial of 
43 found and the sequence ends wilh a coin ,of Con­
srantius U dated 353-57 from the upper fill of the 
Well and three worn late 4th century copies. A sim­
ilar pattern was de1ected at Houghton Down (Cun­
liffe & Poole 2008a), Dunkirt Sam (Cunliffe & Poole 
2008c) and Chilgrove I (Down 1979). This is not 
the normal coin loss picture for villas in the south 
of England, however, with mosr showing an abun­
dance of coins from 330 ro 378 (Reece 1991, Fig. 
86). Venl4 also records a profusion of coinage during 
these yea.rs (Reece 1991, Fig. 87). While comme.r­
ciaJ activities continued in Winchester, at Sparsholt 

the coinage suggcots a marked decline. Altha 8h 
difficult ro draw conclusions from such lim,~cd u" 
den.cc, there appears to have been a signjfican dev, • 
.•• th, fth ..... nonmon 10 e ,orrunes o . e villa owners Ptth 

as early as the $econd quancr of the 4th. cen~ aps 
Th ' .d S l')'. ere 1s no ev1 ence at parsholt- for a u-a . 

[h h 
. uma11c 

event at may ave caused this dese.rtion 
as the fire at Gratelcy Soul.b which resulted'. ~~ 

, f ID""' desn-ucoon o a crop-pr<i<:essing building (C 
Uffe & Poole 2008b, 178). Nor is there cvideo ~n­
a decline in the upkeep of <he villa buildinM oe "' 

d •• th b f =••ta re ucuon m c nwn er o rooms in use. Thtrc 
h 'd th · ~.,, owevcr> some ev1 ence at bullding material bad 
been salvaged from the site, although it is iml)OSjibJ 
lO know when Lhis occurred and whether it wu pa; 
of a gradual process of demolition and decay. 

While cnviroruncotal or economic factors rnar 
have caused Sparsholt's demise a hislorical e,q,I; 
nation may be Sought in the political and mili,ary 
e,-ents of <he mid 4lh century. Af1cr lh< deau, or 
Constantine I (AD 33 7) there was u period of chil 
unrest as two of his sons fought for control of Ille 
Western Empire. Toe winner was himself lill,d in 
a coup in 350 by the followers of Magnentius, who 
then took the purple. It has been claimed lhat Mag­
nentius was of British origin and <hat on his d,f,.t, 
by Consrantius ll (353), a campaign was launched 
against his British supporters (Moorhead & Snll• 
tard 2012, 202-4). While some villas in soulllcm 
England continued ro flourish until the end of the 
cenrury, others were deserted because of these repri­
sals. \1C'hatever the reason, <he second half of lhe 41h 
century wimessed the abandonment of SpAl!holt 
Roman villa. 
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Fig $6 Coin loss p3tt~m comparisons with rural villas 
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Chapter 9 

Pottery 

The Iron Age pottery 

David E Johnston 

/,itrtxfuttion 

The Iron Age fearun:s b;,low the Aisled Building 
(p.20) cannot be phased precisely; they produced 
very little ponery and are not considered here. This 
analysis therefore comprises the pottery from the 
enclosure ditch of the settlement and the pits inside it 
(all Phase 2). After the removal of 29 Roman sherds 
(contamination from the re-culling of the ditch) and 
the amphora, some 578 sherds were examined, all of 
which are of Middle Iron Age date. This is a small 
sample, and sophisticated sratisrica1 analysis was 
thought to be inappropriate. Method and pTesema­
tion arc based on those of J W Hawkes in the- repOrts 
of comparable sites in Micheldever Wood (Fasbam 
1987), at Easton Lane (Fasham et al. 1989) and at 
Winnall Down, Winchester (Fasham 1985) and of 
SM Davies at Old Down Farm (Davies 1981). The 
analysis of potttery from Danebury (Cunliffe 1984) 
has alsQ been used. Tbc respective distances from 
Sparsbolt 10 tbese sites arc (in miles): Mfoheldever 
Wood 13½, Easton Lane 8½, Winnall Down 8'/2, 
Oanebury 12 and Old Down Farm 18½. 

The ~•liability of this analysis is affected by the 
.small size of the samplet statistical distortion is 
caused_ by the fact that some pots were represented 
by • smglc sberd, others by 50 or more, and one 
almost complete saucepan in two pieces is counted 
as two _sherds. !here were, however, few matching 
or connguous run sherds, and the figure of 75 rim 
sherds gives a reasonably accurate minimum :number 
of about 65 vessels. At a rough estimate the whole 
assernblagc comprises the remains of 

1
about 150 

vessels. It should be remembered that lhe material 
°?mes from the excavation of approximately half of 
sne L, wh1ch was itself one clemem ln a larger com­
plex (p.12). 

Vruiations within the material were not sufficient 
10 _augment or refin_e the phasing of the site from the 
O\thad~nce of excavanon. Ditch and piis display a unity 

at 1s reflected in the h m . pottery; t e material remains 
us, represent occupation from th.e Middl [ A 

to the ISl cenrury BC. e ron ge 

Methodology 

The p0ttery is stored in bags, as received from tht 
sit·e. Within each bag the material was SQrted vnu~ 
ally ac<:ording ro fabric, surface finish, rim form lllld 
vessel form, and quantities recorded and ,abwtcd. 
Form-fabric correlation was nor anempted. Simila: 
information was drawn from reports on the ,\~ddk 
Iron Age phases of the four sites mencioned •bol• 
and compared. Statistical comparison with Dan,buty 
has not been attempted. Individual specimens l\'tr< 

then selected for drawing and description. These ar, 
now boxed and stored separately; the detailed rt<onl 
sbee1s, pouery catalogues and drawings form pan of 
the Level III archive. Only a summary of cooclusion1 
is presented here. 

Fabrics 

Three fabric types were identified on visual exam,, 
nation: those with fine sand in the paste, thost "ith 
crushed Hint (of varying particle sizes and conCffl· 

rrations) and those with organic temper. With the 
exception of 14 and 15, no predominanrly grog- q< 
shell-tempered fabrics were re-cognised (see Fig. 88). 
The quantities (in sherds) were: sand (106), flint 
(445), organic {10), undetermined (6) and non-local 
( I 1) (nos 14, 15, 16). Table 3 compares Sp•rsholt 
with conremp0rary phases of four local sites. 

The high ratio 6f Riot to sand temper a, Spa~lt 
mjgh1 indicate a relatively late date in the ,Wddk 
Tron Age, on the evidence of Easton Lane whrrt 1 

transition from sand to flint fabrks wns suggested 
in phases 7 and 8 (Fashrun er al. I 989, 94); on th; 
other hand, the exceptionally high incidence of san 

Fabrit SP WO MW EL ooF -
Sand 18.6 5.2 17.6 30.3 69.5 

Flint 78.0 89.0 70.7 60.6 24,0 
).i 

Organic 1.7 1.0 3.9 9. 1 -
Table 3: Sparsholt fabric type$ compartd 10 

D0'i\'01 
local sites (SP=Spa<11boll, WD=\Vorthy 

)..ant, 
MW=Michcldever Wood, Et.,,Easton 

OOF=Old Down Farm) 
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per "' Old Down Farm probably merely rcflectS 
: chamctcr or the nc3r~1 nvailab1e :in~ source. 
Fabric ,·ariil.dons between sncs therefore mdkace that 

st of the pottery was made in or near the scnle­
m:nr as was che case at Dane bury (Cunliffe l 984, 
;44-5). The Spn.rshoJc ratios are in fa<:t mosL closely 
matched ot MJchcldever Wood. 

Forms 
Six general forms \Ve.re used for identificatiQn, ro 
-,hieh J 62 sherds could be assigned; 405 sherds were 
of indeterminate form. Forms were; 

1. Simple bowl (20 sherds) 
2. Bipartite snuccpanlnarrow-mouthed jar (4) 
3. Straight-sided saucepan (5) 
4. Incurving saucepan (J I ) 
;. Omward-llaring saucepan (40) 
6. Round-shouldered jar (62) 

lnter--site comparison was difficult, owing to differ­
ences of presenU1tion and classification (especially 
jars). For example, o{ Old Down Farm the sauce• 
pans were undiffe.rentia1ed. At \Vinnall Down the 
pot count was used, at the olhers the s.herd count. 
Toe Easton t.ane darn (Fasham ,r al. 1989, table 
12) coveted the entire lron Age; since, however, the 
Middle J,ron Age pars were only in fabrics Al, A2, 
BI and 83 only these parts of the rnble were used 
for percentages of fabric (above) and form. All the 
sbcrd counrs suffer from two disadvantages: first, 
certain pot forms were more robust than others, 
and produced fewer sherds when broken; second, an 
assessment by weigh{ would have produced different 
figures (markedly so at Old Down where both «·ere 
used in Davies 1981, fig. 27). Nevertheless, accept• 
ing these variables, the comparative percentages are 
presented in Table 4. 

The range of forms is typical of si,es in the 
saucepao-cype tradition. The percentages of different 
fabrics suggest that all or most of the pots were made 
locally; the anl!lysis of the forms points 10 the same 
conclusion. At Sparsholt there arc high percentages 
of bowls, ourward-fl3ring saucepans and incurviog 
saucepans and a particularly low percentage of 
straiglu-sided ones. This is presumobly a local pref• 
crcnc:c, and of no functional significance. However, 
the small size of the sample should be stressed. The 
~ for jars, too, should be treated with caution, 
s1nce they are hard to classify with confidence and 
som.c cannot c-asHy be distinguished, wilhout a full 
profile, from incurving saucepans (e.g. 8 and I J). 

Tb~ poner (or potters) may have been experi­
mennog cauttous):y \\.'ith rim forms1 occasionally (e.g. 
I) P':"'1ucing a true bead rim and in one case {11) 
fonn,ng the bead i11side the pot. One possible idio­
•l'lcr~•Y should be noted: some jars (e.g. 4 and 8) 
e~ibn a carefully tooled facet inside the rim. When 
~his occurs on Roman jars (and especially when it 
irms ~o 1~ternal ledge) it 1s taken to be a I.id-searing. 

tramic hds, however, are not found with pottery of 
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Form SP WD MW EL ODF 

I 12.J 16.0 2.9 ? 6.9 
2 2.4 ? 4.0 ? 3.0 
3 3.0 29.6 29.6 24.2 ? 
4 19.J 37.5 6.1 23.2 ? 
5 24.6 7.8 0.6 I l.J ? 
6 38.2 ? 1.7 ? ? 

T.1ble 4: Sparsholt form types compan,d ro local 
sites 

the sauocp~ tradition, and these facets arc 100 steep 
to be effectJVe. They are best regarded as a stylistic 
peculiacicy. 

Decoration 

The decoration, with lightly burnished Jines and 
impressed dots, ls unremarkable and generally rather 
faim. (ni common with all pottery in this tradition, 
there is litlle interesl in 9 cidy tegufarity. Those who 
handled and used this pottery must have been aware 
of the contrasting confidence and surface relief of 
the imported Glnstonbury ware, a good example 
of which was recovered ( 16). This latter find, as Dr 
\Villiams points out bclow, may be 3t the most east­
erly limits of its range. Its rarity would have drawn 
attentio111 to its decoration, and it is at least pOSSible 
that the apparently elliptical elements (n the decora• 
tion of no.5 were inspired by their deeply grooved 
counterparts in the imported piece. 

Manufacture and use 

It is seldom acknowledged that baodmade pots bear 
in themselves lhe e'(lidence for their manufacture and 
use - evidence that can be verified by a few hours• 
practical pot making. It is generally assumed that 
pottery of this period was either coil- or rjng-built> 
and made without the use of a fasc-rurning wheel. 
Jn fact> a skilled potter can produce an exactly circu­
lar pot thar looks wheel-thrown. This, however, takes 
a long time and the use of a turntable or toumette 
can produce a similar effect more quickly. There arc 
signs lh.at some of tbe pots in this study might ha_ve 
been made on such 3 simple turntable, though va.na­
tions of density and thlckness remain. Some of these 
irregufariries were the result of adding plates of cloy 
to thlcken the walls and carefully smoothing them 
down to match the profile. On the other hand, no 
signs of rings or coils were de.teci.1ble in th~ sectio~J 
as they sometimes arc in experimental rephcas; th!s 
fact, wilh che occas:ionally faceted surface and ~n­
ations of densiry and thickness, could be explained 
by the practice o[ beari,,g - a technique that hos 
not been advanced in any of the spec1ahst reports 
consulted in this study, although d,ere is plenty of 
ethnographic evidence Cot its use in more mockrn 

times. 
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Beating C8n produce the bard, shi~ areas that 
are conventionally ascribed to burrushmg. lo (act, 
the surfnce finish of these pots could not. be char­
acterised simply as burnished or unburmshed. At 
times the surface, inside and our, resembled the 
man ~coating which on Roman pots is described as 
slip. This effect can acruolly be produced by working 
very \vet, I.he band~ dripping with liquid slu.ny, and 
ii is suggested that this was the ease with some of the 
Sparsholt pots (one or two, by contrast, usfog clay 
that was roo dry, or 'short', resulting on firj.ng in a 
crackled surface of fine hairlines) . Sometimes this 
wet slu.rry was then evidendy \Vipcd.t either \Vith a 
coarse 1Cxtile or a handful of grass. As the pot dried, 
it was often smoothed with a polished tool (a bone 
or pebble), cvcnruaUy producing 11 true burnish. This 
too1 was also ::i finishing tool, used with bold verticol 
or oblique strokes to remove the final surface irregu­
larities and also 10 shape the rim. On no. I I the lancr 
operation left an irregular lip of excess clay still vis. 
ible just inside the top of the rim, At its broadest, the 
finishing tool left a mark nearly 4 mm wide; gener• 
ally it left a faint groove some 1.5 mm wide. On no. I 
the marks of a scraping tool, imentiooaUy or unin• 
tentionaUy serrated, were noted. In most cases the 
true decoration of lines and dots, probably done with 
the blunted point of the finishing tool, was as faint as 
the random burnishing, and recognisable only by its 
regularity. 

Within each pot the density of the added temper 
varied, often quite considerably. i'his, and the ever-. 
changing thickness of W111ls and bases, will have 
made rhese pots vulnerable to thermal shock. Pre­
sumably only those that survived the potter's bon­
fire reached the site, the casualties being crushed for 
grog temper. Many, of course, "1-ere not 1hen used for 
Open .. fire ~ooking, and most breakages are therefore 
to be _ascnbed 10 rough Qr careless handling, or to 
throwmg away pots that had gone foul. 

Som~ shc:rds, h~wcver, ex.hibitc.."<1 deposits o.f coarse 
c~rbomscd organic matter inside the pot, an.d occa­
:onally even on the broken edges, which might 

present _food residues and suggest that the pots 
~ctually _d1smtegn1tcd into the fire while beimg used 
,or cooking. 

II is understood th t 1 c, th . a pots crave led long- distances 
i . er as ObJCctS of \'3luc in their own right or as con-

18~ers for _valuable subsrnnc~s. The first cate o 
might explain the arrival of no 16 fro d' g ry 
west Bricain. Nos 14 • , • • m istant south-
of local nianufacture (:;: .:.,~, to)~' •p:ar not to be 
was also undecorated su ow i t.t:1e . • et that no.15 
for someth' ggests chat u was a container 

mg unusual. 
The role of the am h • . 

Dressel I and 2-4 (th P. orac " ~u11e ambiguous; 
f ere LS unccrtamty o ·e •'- ' o the latter., sec below . v . r u,e ,orm 

(Dressel I for F•I . ) were containers for wine 
fu . • erruan)· whatever th • • 

ncr1on, these vessels wouid h e1r pruna.ry 
when empty, and the m· ave been valuable even 
settlement for "~t• Y >ght have been used in the 

-• "r scorage. 

Co,ielusio11 

A relatively small assemblage of Middle 
P?rtcry was recovered from the enclosure ~ron Age: 
p11s. Too much emphasis should not~- 1 tcb •nd 

ul 
. II ~ . . uepacedon(h 

res ts, espec1a y wi-.en n 1s remcrnbered tha . c 
was only partially excavnted. However l ~ site 
with other Hampshire sites confirm tl1 cornpanson, 
were, mad~ locally'. although the 'Gla,i:~:OS! POi> 
bowl tesafics to links with souch-weste ~ ""' 
while the Roman amphora is probably ;:diC:~ 
external contncts over a much wider area. tl\e or 

Unusual pitus 

Four specimens from Iron Age levels a, th • 
· 1d· es," me u mg an amphora sherd (not illustm d) ' 
examined by D11vidWilliams, who reporis a.'rou::: 

I. (Fig. 88, I 6). Part of the shoulder and n«:I: or 
·~tastonbury . ware' bowl, displaying tonlal ewvi~ 
hnear decoraoon. The fabric is hard, smooth on m, 
outer. surface but rough on the inner, and dams!,. 
grey m colour throughout. Thin-sectioning and stud 
under the petrological microscope shows a clav main! 
containing frequent rounded fragmems ;r sand• 
stone, ~ha]e, siltstone. and mudstonc, togethtr ,,1:ith 
some igneous macenal, flec~s of musoovite mit1 
and quara:ite. However, the most prominent indu-­
sions are discrete grains of alkali feldspar, in partic­
ular sanidinc. The fabric of the sherd from Sparsholt 
very closely matches Peacock's (1969) Group l 
(Sanidine) fabric division of Glastonburi• wm. It 
was suggested by Peacock that the inclusions in du, 
group were probably derived from the Permi>n et 
south-western England, in particular the area nonh or 
Watcombe to Exeter and along the Crediton Valley u 
far as Colebrook (ibid). -nus particular fabric of di< 
G1asconbury ware series has a wide but thin distri­
bution, even reaching across the Channel to ft'!nct 
(Williams 2005, 100- 1). Close dating is difficult for 
the various divisions of Glastonbury ware, bul th< 
vessel probably reached the site during the later Iron 
Age (Cunliffe & Brown 1987). 

2. (Fig. 88, 9). Three small adjoining sherds •'1h 
cordoned decoration, in a fairly hard, smoothishJ 
sandy fabric containing visible inclusions of angu~ 
flint and some argiUaceou~ material. As Spanholt l:<S 
on the Upper Chalk, this Rincy fabric may well b:11~ "' 
origin fairly close by ( I in Geologirol Survey Map of 
England, sheet 299). 

3. (Fig. 88, 15). Plain rim with large suaighMid<d 
undecorated body sberd from a middle Jron ~ 
saucepan pot. It is in a hard, rough sandy C.btic•1rh 
large pieces of shell clearly visible in ~e h•

nd-,
:; 

,men, greyish-buff in colour. Thin-see1100Uli "'. • 
some re-crystallisation of the shell suggesting tb~t • .• 
fossiliferous. The lack of any sign of chalk or ft,nl "' 

the sherd, which might point to • more l_oca1 °': 
suggests inst<ad that the fossil shell most bl«IY eo 

r 
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t,h<Uy bmc.i,,ne rqpon, h ,~ difhualt _h,. be 
«nam. ",thout the WcnuhOltwn of J13"'011llC tcn.,ib, 
wtu'"h ~m to be la(kang in tht$ rJ\crJ, bu1 it~ l"'l!-,1• 

blc that the <J><II Ill lb,. fabn<: ,. dem-..l from the 

J 
· ·•· ---1 1orma1K>n> or ..,111,h h< t0mc 30 

""'""'• UK , __ ., ,... 1 cal 
miln 10 the south·-'"' or Spal'hoh ( I Ill ,iCO "" 

Sur'\"<'> M•p of f.ni;laoo, i,hm 20H). 

4 (n<>< iDu>mtcJ). u~ rlaan 1><.Jy ,J,cn1 ora Rnman 
•mphora ,n a hanl, ,mooth, '41ldy fabnc, bgh1 bulT 
ouuiJc .uif>« and ~ IDl1<1' ,urface ond <Ott, Thn• 
scc:nonmg ,bo...,, a clay mitn..'< conuuruna puam of 
p«n •IC'" anJ quuu, 1og<1Mf _.,th a httlc hmc­
s.tonc and ..omc volcaruc material. anJ o texturally 
,muJar 10 lw,an amphot'K pm10u,h analy...S by the 
wr11cr. Unfortunat<l>, the Sp;,nhoh ,herd exlut,111 no 
l)l)Ol<,pcal ru,urc1. but 11 =• likely that u belong, 
10 r11hcr the form Drcncl I or Dro.«I 2~1, both of 
•iuch ,...,.. made an Italy, nonnall, carmd wme and 
were widely d1>1nbu1cd (l'tacock & Wtlliams 1<18'>, 
Cbsta 3, 4 and 10; \1t'1llwn1 & Keay, 200<,). The 
eort1«1 form of Dn:,.cl I amphora, the A v&nct)-. " .. ' 
pn,duord &,,,n about 140 I }O BC, "htle the main 
Italian produroon or Dn:,-el 2-1 d,d not ou1la.i the 
lint «nrury AD (,kl). 111corctiaalli·, the Sp.lr<h<•ll 
sh<rd could he onrwbcrr within that date nmg< 
Ho-..c,,:r, the ~ oi the "..U of the <herd mdJ. 
c-,10 1h•t II oome, from the ~\Cl I form rather 
than the thanncr-"all<d Drns<I 2•4, and thc:ttforr 
probabl> dates from bctw«n c. I 10 no BC: and 
lh< end of the lint ccnrury BC, wh,n th• D=scl Ill 
,-anel)· cea>Cd to be made 

c:-1,p, <I il•,,,,,,,,11_ A" ,-..,,,, tF,c 18) 

I DillA I Ja m lmd err,' fabric 6ttd bbd. amidt cd t"-lt •·rth 
Mr dine lffftPC1", bumahni miJ,c anJ OUt-The bnJ nm ha l,c,cft 
lhk.--kt'OCJ in.tttnally .-,tb additional rMU"nal Tbc- ,urtK>t ha, btta 
ICnpfd nll'mAI,- WJdl • r0QP or ~cd ~-ia, the m.ar•• Muia 
b~ly obt11,nntJ by butnr-hu,a. 

1 l"tt .n: L.:l'.vm 6. ,o. "· J,t m un,,,utb IN'Y fabric: with tanJ 
-.bol,llllh<Jmmwly.ThcJ«watioo"..-J md p,-.l 

l l\t XII, t 4l)'W 1 ~r 1n bard IN'J' f.abuc.: Wl\h ~ t\mt icmno-r 
tate"diofflmly ··-~· 

5 1't XII, /.....,. J. Rwnd-.-.i 
bt,,1ie •idli .. tcmpa lmilDIDldllOlf nmku iar in ha,J Sl'C'Y 
--.......... -.tlipdytw,,i,hal..,,...i. 
area ~ an..t ,OOOA, °'~ brOIJ bwN,.hcJ 

0. 1\1 XIII, I,.,.,.. 4 s« n;,on..,. Dr I> F..._,1'0: 

10 Iv XI'//, 1.- J Ju., 1-, 1N7 fa1oric - ._ _ond ___ ond_,,._:;:,,,. 
wafll mc-rnal fao1 auw-J b)' f•old.tna 1'¥1:t and toolina l1w "" 1 
-n,ut,bcd...,,uy!aim!J....,_ ...._ 

The Romano-Brlthh pottery 

Rachael Seager Smith ond Kayt Maner Brown 

Jnrn,ductitm 

In total, 11,221 sherds (202,9(>0 &) of Rom1no-
8nn,h potttr)" ,,,en, l'«<)\'Ctt<I 'ld mmod. 
R,coan1sably t~rly Romano-Bnush ma1tnal .,., 
.arc• and m;oinly n,.triacJ 10 ,ml""" <d linC'nm; 

the maionty of ,herd, wc:rc assigned a post· 10 m,J, 
lace )rd-<:cnrury AD date 0,-,nll. lb< tm!cml 
(,Un'ived in mod~ra1c cond1tinn, with an .wtraic 
,herd we1g)u of about 14 g ,.,..,....,. of t,c,, ,ea< 10 
a and 20 g an, generally expected for Romano-Bnmh 
11.~blagn, from s1h.·, a,f'OS) ,\tU~·rn Enpai 
ahhoull,h there was ,omc ,-araobil,ey (, l2-2Sal 
b<f\\'<cn the c!Jlfcrrnt bu,khnir- arc,,, .,,,ni:p:td 
during thc1-c cxcavauons. 'fhe majoruy of i.haJ., 
•howcJ lh• 1urf•<e abrasi,,,n ""d ~ ~ dw­
aucmuc of repeatedly rc-dcpos11cd ma1cnat, 

l.11ni1J11,ms 1,J th~ as.umNar.. 

In common '"'-ith many other snc,,: o:ca,,.teJ Jllllffl 
th• lat< 1960s and ,arly I Q70.. th< spanholt ~ 
budd1n1111 w<re m\'csagatcd by mcons ,,f • -cn<S , 
ttvular tttnchcs """""cd by baulk> On< of tht.,... 
d1 advanllljl<> of this meth,,d is that • trench~ 
cxarrun m<,n: than one room or ft'acu.tt, •-hilt tt· 
t>nl trcnche, could abo exanunc chc same fcat\JI't ff , of ,tr1U· 
dcpo,u. thu, complicaung the d..cni'1"'° · 
11rapb1< rela11onsh1p, and making II ddli,uh "' ,U: 
lth:fact1 to the cortte"f co,ilcXtt. Furthcra>l'~~ 
11rtcfact1 ,wrc c~,Ucctcd in ba&\ 1ss1gncd_ 1 ,nd • 
leucr code (A-L), md1orin1 •ite ,ub-J""'i:i, ~ 
duubk-lcncr 'b•t1' co.fr (e.a, A. B, CGl " -,, 

~•-·• • the "" •­to fcalUl"N and Jc~1t1 dL"M:rnxu 1D 

II, 

-IIC:lil&t .. .._. 
111.<,ic, H~ 
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ks I( more than one individual exc3Vtttcd n single 
bOO : thev were c:ach ossigoed different bag codes; 
de::t~t~\'()rked on the $-llIDC deposit for several day.s., 
,f C) and different bag codes were used. Although 
more ... U-malnrained bag lisu and thi: siw ,,otc bookJ 
die 11' "bi • ' '--n used as far as poss1 e ro ass1gn artc1ttcts 
nave =• th 1· • • f th .d th ir correct corncxts, c 1m1tat1ons o e gt1 
to .i.~ of excav:nion and Lhe finds coJlcctioo proce• 
m•• · fth • h • 
d . ... while standard techniques o e ome, ave, m 

u .. , • d 'ffi I • th 
\ 1 instance$, made n very 1 cu t co assign c 

m•n, ' h d f • finds 10 specific contexts wst any cgrcc o cerrru.nty. 
Securely stratified groups are therefore rore and a 
considerable proporti?~ of the assem_blage is. effec­
tJ\'C.ly unstrarified, ~erwt~g from to?Soll, subsoil and/ 
or other insecurely 1denu61;:d deposits. 

The (r:igmen1ary natw:e and abraded condition of 
die sherds has also limiied the level of analysis pos­
s,blc or appropriate for this assemblage. Many of the 
sherds ha,·c lost their surfaces., limiting the poten­
tial to assign chem co specific ware groups ,•.ritb any 
degree of certaincy, Similarly, with the exception of 
mnterfa.l from Site L, there were few complete or re-­
=•tnictiole profiles. Rims represented some J 3% of 
die 101al assemblage b)' sherd coun1, but the majority 
wett broken at or above I.he neck/shoulder junction, 
ham~ring !be precise identification of vessel forms. 

Mahodlliogy 

As a consequence of the limitations discussed abovt!_, 
di< assemblage was subjec1ed co a derailed scan 
radicr !ban fully quantified fabric and form analy­
sis. !1 was recorded using the sice sub-division and 
double leucr code bag numbers described above. 
The conten1s of the lodividual bags were exainined 
nod assigned 10 broad fabric groups (e.g. oxidised 
wires, flint-tempered wares) or, where appropri­
aic, 10 •~cific fabric types from known sources (e.g. 
New Forcst parchment ware). Given the condition of 
die assemblage and well-known difficulties in diSlin­
guishmg between lhe products of various major grey• 
ware industries {e.g. New Forest, Rowlands Castle 
•nd Alice Holt) 3$ weU as other, unsourced local 
centre$, the grcywares were recorded as a single 
group, The oxidised wares, too, represent a catch-all 
group encompassing all the unsourced pale-firing 
(~~hite, buff, orange) ,vares containing variable quan­
ntte~ of ,and aod/or mica. Jn o rder to provide a basic 
a~hw~ conforming to nationaUy recommended 
guidelines for Roman pottery (Darling 1994, 3-5), 
the sherds in each bag were quantified by sherd 
coum a~d weight within these fabric groups; this 
mf'."mauon is Summarised in Table 5. Standard 1ypc 
~ncs (such as Fulford 1975, Young 1977) were used 
lo d ·be escr, !be range of vessel forms present. These 
were quanrified by rim coum (Tables 6 and 7) while 
Other dem ·1 h ' 1 s sue as the p~scncc of unusual surface 
treatments, decoration and evidence of use or repair 
~•re no1ed in a free-rcx1 field. These data bas bc<en 
••1tred imo ., . of the . an i:.x_ceJ spre.adsheet which forms part 
iUus ~fOJ«:t arch1Vc. Vessels h:1ve been selected for 

traUQn. based primarily, though not cxclusivcl}•, 
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on intrinsic <:cra.mic interest r..uhcr than Stmtio--f'ft h' 
grounds. ~ .. p 1c 

R.csulu 
Fabrics and forms 

The Romano-British assemblage conforms lo 
that exp,ected of a late Roman villa in the south of 
Eng]a~d;_ coarse, fine and specialist wares f-rom all 
the. prmc1pal ponery manufacturing industries in the 
regi~n axe r~presemed, whilst dte range of forms is 
cons1ste_nr w1tb dome-stic activity. Detailed inter""Sitc 
comp~nsons are, however, hampered by the lack of 
qua~uficd assemblages from other sites in the area, 
parttcularJy the late Roman groups from \-Vinchcster 
whic~, as c.a~tonal c:apira1, is likely 10 have pla)·ed 
a ma1or role in the marketing and redisr.ributfon of 
ceramics and other commodities produced and used 
in its hinterland. 

Following the definitions proposed by Boolh 
(_1991, 5) a?d shown 10 be effective in distinguishing 
Site siarus m Roman Oxfordshire (Henig & Boolb 
2000), the as$emblage was divided into two main 
groups: fi.ne- and specialist wares and coa.rsewares. 
The fine- and specialist war:.es here comprise samian 
and other imported finewarcs, ampbQrae, mortaria, 
Oxfordshire a.nd New Fores1 products as well as a 
sma.U number of unsou.rced colour-coated wares, 
including one piece probably from the Nene Valley. 
The coarseware group encompasses all the remaining 
fabrics, focusing on the more utilitarian \'CSSCls used 
predominantly in a variety of food preparation and 
scornge roles, although ic is recognised char some of 
these, especially the finer gre},vares and oxidised 
wares, could also have been used as serving ve:sseJs, 
providing a range of medium-quality vessels within 
the assemblage. 

Fine- and specialist wares 
O\1erall, these wares represented 13% of the Romano-­
British assemblage. fmports were limited to samian, 
Central Gaulish black-slipped ware, Moselkeramik 
and a single body shecd from a Dressel 20 amphora 
in a Baedcan fabric, the production of which 
commenced in chc laie 2nd century AD (BAT AM 2; 
Tomber & Dore 1998, 85). These vessels were used 
to transport olive oil from southern Spsin, but were 
subsequently cxcensively traded in their own right as 
empty conminers. The samian indudcd undccor:ned 
cup and bowl/dish forms (forms 18131,27,31,33,_36 
and 79) from southern, central and eastern Gaulish 
sources spanning the period from the late Is• t? the 
early 3rd century AO, but all the sherds were rcs1dual 
in the contexts in which they occurred. Ont Central 
Gaulish form 31 bowl base preserved pare of a stamp 
(Fig. 92, 54), unfortunately loo in':°m~Jetc aad worn 

10 be legible; 8 small (e 2-3mm u, d1nme1er) post­
firing pe:rforntion drilled through cite cencre of_ the 
base of eh.is vessel suggests that it had been reprured 
using metal stnples in antiquity. . 

Mose of the Central Gaulish black-shppcd wore 
nod Mosclkeramik beaker sherds were found ass<>-
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No. 117, (g) 
Fabrics 
Fine 0 ,,d SJ1(dali'st «,ares: 
Somum: Soucb Gaulish 
Somian: Ccncrnl Gaulish 
Samian: East Gaulish 
Ccncrnl G,iulish black-slipped ware 

Moselketamik 
Dmsel 20 amphom 
Mortaria: New forest colour-coated ware 
Mortaria: New Fort:st white-ware 
Mortari:i: Oson red colour.coated ware 
Mortaria: Oxon white colour-coated ware 
Mortoria: Ox:on whneware 
New Forest colour-coated ware 
New ForeSl parchment ware 
Ne1v Forest red-slipped ware 
O~on red coJour-<oilted ware 

Oxon parchment ware 
Oxon whirewarc 
Misc oolour-coat.cd ,vare 

subtotal: 
C.,,n,wares: 

Greywarc 

Grog-rempered ware 
South .. ast Dorset BB I 
Oxidised ware 
Overweyfrilford type 

subtoral: 

Overall total 

Table 5: Fabric totals 

ciatcd wicb the Baths (Site F, particula.rly Trenches 
25-28). The Cen1ral Gaulish sherds were derived 
from at lem two fairly globular beakers (Symonds 
1992, 21-4, fig. 9, 173-93), one indented and one 
dimpled form (ibid, 26, fig. 12, '241-54) with rou­
le11cd decoration. The Moselkeramik sherds were 
from similar beakers (ibid, 49-53, figs 24 and 25) 
including one funnel-necked, Huted or indcmed fo~ 
(Fig. 89, 10) and at least one other globular-bodied 
vessel. The Cemral Gaulish black-slipped wares 
were imported from c AD 150/160-2001250 while 
the Moselkeramik vessels are slightly later 'mostly 
arrivin~ during the 3rd «intury AD. The ovc~all pau­
city of unported wares is eotirely consistent with the 
late Roman date of the assemblage as a whole which 
falls outside the main period of ceramjc impo:ution. 

~arty Roz:nan imported mortaria were absent, 
agam reftcc:tmg the later Roman chronology of this 
ass:e1nblagc, rather than dclibe.ra.re con,sumer choice 
(wnh chc .exception of Satnil\n monaria, these vessels 
were not imparted much aftet < AD 150) Rim fr 
"' C 1 . • s om 

" en1ra Gaulish samion morraria (form 45) of 1st
e 2"d- lO e,arly 3rd-ccnnu:y AD date were identi-
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1038 
351 
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20 
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1871 

tied, one (Fig. 91, 45) unsrratificd from Site L,_tb, 
other preserving the lion-headed spout (F,g. 92, ,9). 
Central and Eastern Gaulish samian mortana bodr 
sherds were also found in Pit XX on Site L, as well 
as in Layer 6 in the well located close 10 the Baths, in 

a rubble layer over chalk in Trench 26 and m Laytr 
6c in an unknown 1rench, all on Site F. With tit< 

• ,ose,tl e.~ception of these vessels, all the monana P 
··' rd hir ,ndu,­derived from the New Forest and O,uO s < rd 

cries, represented by almost equal numbers of she . 1 

(Table 5). Pale-coloured mormria were almost nl'I« 

as common as their colour~coated countc~;J 
with New Forest parchment ware vessels (F) 105 1975, types 102 (Fig. 89, 2), 103 (Fig. 9l, 43 ' 19 
and l 06) being the single most _nwneroos ::~,tt. 
vessels being re.presented . by nm count. . prod· 
'IJilong the colour-coat<-d vessels, O,ford':~ tJi>i· 
ucts tvotmg 1977 ~s C97 and CIOO), ' ... , ' .. ,.,.. e commo0 
cally of 4th-cenrury AD date, were mot fi«dllll 
lhan those from lhe New ForeSt, pcrh3_1" ~ sels °' 

• • d , o··'ordshlr< "' a longer producoon pcno ior ;,u, 

their better quality. 

• 
' F 
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2 

19 
g 

2 
2 

137 

51 

?8 
21 
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292 

1038 

351 
170 

20 
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,.,.. 
FuJ27 
PulJO 
J"~ul 33 
Ful 35 
Fu! 38 
Ful42.2 
Ful4•1 
Ful 49 
FulS2 
FulGl 
W/110 
YoungC22 
Youn3Cl8 
bead rim beaker 
funnd•n«..ktd btakc,r 

rorm 181'3 l stries­
form 31 
form 36 
Ful 59 
Ful 60 
ful61 
~ul63 
'FW:6i 
Ful70 
Ful 71 
Fu! 86 
Ful 88 
Fu! 89 
FuJ IOI 
FuJG3 
FulG6 
Fu1G7 
FuJGS 
FulG9 
FulGIO 
Ful Gl5 
WA22 
WA24 
WA25 
YoungC15 
Y<>un..sCSI 
Young P24 
dropped tl:inge: bowl 
llat tlaogtd bowl 
groc;n~ rim bowl 
imitation form 38 
Incipient ftangN bowl 
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No.-VJ<rd, 

Hl 
II 

I 
3 
4 
J 
5 
I 
I 

10 
I 
J 
I 
4 
J 

bt.akw 1Mol I 91 

3 
3 
I 
5 
4 
I 

21 
3 
2 
I 

II 
3 

18 
5 
2 

2l5 
3 
5 
3 
2 
2 
I 
I 

165 
23 
10 

4 
103 

3 

• 
I 
5 

b«:1,~.,, 635 

form 33 J5 
Nn I 

form 79 
Ful99 
FuJG5 
FulG19 
W/120 
WA2l 
dog..cti"' 

cup t'1tal i6 

4 
5 

127 
93 

I 
77 

dis!, 10141 308 

Fu! 11 3 
Pul 03 <II 
,bung CS Z 

//g~m t.>1al -16 

lablc 6: ~ 
F1'I _ cssel forms assigned to specific cypes (continued 01J<Jrieaf) 
l&J-- Fu.l!onJ 1975; WA -= Seagt'r Smith nnd Oa\'ICII 1991; Young 

-L)neat1d Jeffttics 1979; D = Dicb 2009 

79 
7 
I 

I I I 

2 
3 
l 
4 
3 
I 
9 
3 
2 
I 
7 
3 

15 
3 
I 

145 
J 
3 
3 
2 

I 
l>8 

7 

• J 
11 
I 
•I 
I 
4 

358 

7 
l 
8 

I 
l 
4 

102 
58 

I 
34 

JOJ 

3 
I 
2 
6 

97 

; l)tng('ndorff; 
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No. ,h~'flls R11NCOfl'AI 
__ , 

1~01'< r«"' ,. -
2 2 

:, 
0...k f'ul J I I 

Fut 7 • 2 
"'118 flask u,,ol 7 .s 

Ful 97 
17 11 ,., I I 

Ful 98 I I Ful G24 
Ful G2l 

12 II • 
FuJG2• • I 

FuJG27 7 4 

FulG28 
I I 

FulG)O 584 458 

FuJG30.4 IJ 8 

Ful G)0.11 I I 

Ful G)I 37 41 

Ful G)2 10 7 

Ful Gll 5 5 

Ful G3J,2 I I 

Ful G3$ Ill 17 

L&J eatly dMt- I 4 3 
L&J btccbu 1 12 10 • 
L&J lut dn.iS 4 2 I 

\l:'A2 4 2 
WA2/3 18 ,, 
WA1 47 20 •! • 
IVA9 6 I 
Youn,;Cl6 I I 
0181 s I 
~-erctd nm jar 306 189 
ncdood, eotdoncd ju I I 
upngln•ned:cd Jn_r I I 

jarrou,l 1112 8/S 

i"ll Fu! 23 2 I 
FuJOW 119 38 
Ful G20 I I 

]Ugw<al 122 40 
., 

lid FuJ 87 4 2 
Fu! G23 10 10 
bd I I 

lid t()la/ IS /J 

ffl<lmuiwn f.Qrm 41 2 2 
Ful 102 2 2 
Ful 103 8 7 
Ful 104 I I :• ........ ,. 

• Ful 105 J 3 
Ful 106 6 J 
\'oungCIOO 8 5 
\Oung C97 4 3 .. -, 
YoungMli I I 
Young MIS I I 

} Youngi\\22 6 I 
Young\VC7 2 2 " ~ 

MQrtOritms unaJ 44 ]/ 

4lotll,it' jar Fu1G40 13 9 
large1 high--th<>uldtttd f~rms 141 3 
C'VCtted rim form.i 37 25 
rope rimmed forms 23 17 

SIO~"t jar tltlal Z/4 S4 
nnmtt FuJ GJ7 !!I 5 ,, 

b,,.. 
12 II lt1 

"! Ur1Ji,i,:r IDtal 17 JS •~i i Ovcn,.U total . :.: .. 
2$18 16.$9 ·it i ! ! 

Table 6: (co11#11u~d) •1,, ., 
• ll. 'J . . ~ .. \ i•,i•.1 . C 
• i¾l 1 l -~ 



\ // 
--- - ----lffll'l,\1'C"f 

Ru,,,._ 1:,.,..:,/t,..,. 11,.,m.-l 'f"" ,tub ,,...,. Jf.,,,,,. ,.. ... l,J '"()l'f.;rn~'"•torl.lq ju!' .,..,.,...,. """' 
,Sito/\ .. I Gtt'f",~"' ' II I 41 

Gr()f-'lcmpt"ttd w11n:. 8 • •• ' l7 
Ntw Pon-51 colour-c:uu1cd WJN.'. •I I 
New Fattlil pan:hmcm watt l I • New Purest ttd-tHppcd \l,"JI~ • • Oxjd1fe'd W.1rt' J 1 

South•Cll.st l)QNcl JlB I l 1 J • 15 
A TiNM 8 14 9 46 , I 3 I 106 

Sh<tC 
Grey-·wal(' 2 14 6 " l7 
Groa:~1cmpcn:i.l w11tt 6 I 8 15 
Mm-1111'1-i: OlMn ttd cofour-coot wA.tt I 1 
New Fottti co1our--co:ited watt I I 
New F0rc11t p:ll'Ch.ment Wlltt 4 4 
New r-ora.t rcd-slipptd ware I I 
Oxon red colour--ooaicd watt 2 I 3 
Sam.ian: Ct.nmiJ Ga'al.ish I 1 2 
South-case OorKI 881 6 l I 8 

CTOlol 5 J3 I 8 24 I 11 
Sh.eO 
G«ywm I }5 28 ll7 4 } I 189 
Grog•lcmpercd Wllf'(' JI 7 39 l 2 60 

~ Moruuia: New Forest pM'Chmcnt wan- 7 7 
Mon.aria: Oxon wlutc: t"Olour-coatcd W'lt'C 2 2 
N(!',I,' Fortst C()10UK'03'1ed w:ire " I 16 

~ New r"t'ttst p.1t'fflmtn1 WA.re 3 3 I I II 
O,c;idb.cd ware I I 
O~tm red «ilour-coatt:d wore I 4 2 I 8 
Satnian: Central G11uhsh I 
South"'Cll\.t O(ml(t 881 10 II II .. 

D'lbral 17 73 •9 2 I 17] , 5 9 3 .?36 
She E. 
Grci....,. 
South-cau Dorm BBi I I 

E11>,a/ I I 2 
Site F 
~ntr:11 Gaufol,h bl:iek•tU-ppcd "'11tc I l 
Greyu,'ltc 3 29 25 194 1 z 3 3 21>6 
Groa:•tffltp,ercd w-att. ,,, 

9 64 16 I 104 
Mon..,na: Ne-w PQ:m.l parchment w:.rc I • M.ortaria: <hon ttd CQ,lour<0:1tcd wart •I ~ 
~l)f1.ariA: Oxoo whitC"A'lltt ' 

, 
MMClkttamik 2 2 
New Fo~ c:iOlour•ooatcd "":.re 40 } I I ., 
NC'YI' l'otc"lot parchment v.,u-c 6 • ,o 
Ne:w For,..,t mS--sbppcd ~'llrt 6 6 
Ox.id1.scd Wll.l'.: s I • Oxon parehm«u wlltt • • <> .., 
Table 7: Vcs~el types from eac:h site correlated with fabric (rim cou11t shown) (com,'m,ed over/ea/) 
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R,/,ri,r h<o.\n boo,/ cup dnh ft-• ft<Mlf "'' ;,,, lld ,.,4Wtan'u1'U~ p suum,r T....i 
Oxor.i ttd rolOUNIO~t~ ware 2 1 
S1un£on: ("..ctlttfl.l G1tulhh I 0 

1 0 
Sou~~, Oorse-r- R:SJ 16 19 H •i 

F"•JI 16 86 I .S] J 116 1 2 ,o 19 4 SOS 
ShcG 
Ottywatt 26 2l 6 86 6 l4S 
G~Jo.tcmpertd WA~ '3 20 8 31 
.M011uri:t: New Fatt$t parchment \\-a.re 2 2 
MorUt.ria: Oxon n:d colour--coarcd wan: I 1 
Mort11n1: Oxon whit!M\11rc l l 
Ntw F0ttS1 colour-co11:icd ware 24 2 26 
New For«t p.an'.h.meoc ware 3 2 s 
New FottSt rt'd~,Jipl)N! w11re 3 l 
Oxidised W'a~ 2 2 
Oxon ttd colour-coated ware I ) 4 
Samfan: Ccatral Ciaulish I I 
Soulh-.cut Dorset BBi 5 2 7 

G tcc.tl 2S 4$ 1 13 2 
ShcH 

6 /10 6 4 8 230 

Greywve I I 7 I 10 
GtQJ•t•mP<rcd "'" I 2 l 5 
M.ortoria: New Forest parchmcn1 ware I l 
New f'Orcst colou:r~ted wart' 2 l 3 
Smuan: South Gnulidl I l 6 HT<IUII 2 2 z I 9 1 1 z zo 

i Siter 
c;,,,y., .. ,. 5 I 23 I 30 
Groa,,tffl'lpcn:d ware I l 2- • New Forest colour-costed \\'an: 3 I I 5 
South-e:tit Oor&et BBi 5 I 6 

!Total 3 12 2 
S11•1 

1 26 1 45 

Gr'eywarc 1 10 2 I 20 
Orog-tcmpcttd ware I 
Morwia: NCY.· f-ottSt pMCM:litot wn.rc 
Ni:w Fort1t cofour-<'Ollted ware 
Si11t1ian; Cmtnl G0;ullib 
South-cut D~t \l8 l 2 2 

S ite(. 
JThtal 1 10 II 2 1 I 26 

Gteywarc 1 25 10 141 17 3 207 
Grog-tcmp«td Wire 7 6 ,,. I) 70 
Mortaria: New Fut~t p.i«:bmcnt watt 
Mc>mri•t Ox.Qn red C<>lour-<00.t wart I I 
New ForC11t ~0ur-<:oa.tcd w:n-c 26 I I I 29 
New Fornt puchmcm wll.l'I! • I 4 , . 
'N~ PorcM ~hr,pcd wu.re. II I 12 
O~"«1 w11.r-c 2 • • S..mia.n.1 Cenmi.\ O•ulit.h • I • $,;.ml-»~ lta-t.\ (',11.uhV\ 

' 
I ~~-u .. ,,_,uu, ? ,. 7 
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' , .. " ' 
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B ·ash finewores wcr< dominar.:d by New 
The ~ucts principally the colour•coatcd 

foCCSI ~ to 11 '1esser excem_, the red-slipped and 
..,,.. an 

1
' wares (Fulford 1975, 24-6, fabrics Ja, 

••rctuneO f th ~' r b) Despite the prevalence o ese wares, w1,1ch 
2'- .~ -presented almost 80% of nll the fine• and 
10&•••<' .. th f ' d:ilist wares by shcrd count, c range o lOrms 
spe mcwh3 t limited (Table 6). Among the colour-
_., so • )'d dbek coaicd wa.res (Fulford fabnc la ) in e-nte a ers 

27; Fig. 90, 34) were by far the most common 
(type ccounril1g for 79 (74%) of the 107 vessels by 
t)'J>C-:: .. nt in this ware group, with smaJI numbers of 
nm,v• ' ' 
l•in (l)'P• 44; fig. 90, 35; five examples, and dcco-

p ed (types 49 and 52; one each) bag-shaped bca­
~;., globular be3k<rs (rype~ 3()-38; Fig. 92, 56, l J 
"'"mples), cups (l)'Pe 53; F,g. 90, 24), flasks (ryp_cs 

1, 7 and 8; four examples) and flagons (type l l ;_ Fig. 
90 28). The red-slipped ware forms were restricted 
,.' the mos, common types produced in this fabric 
(IJ'PCS 59-61, 63, 67, 70, 71; Fig. 90, 33 and Fig. 
92, 53) - all bowls imitaril1g earlier sa,nian forms. 
Although heovily obraded and thus only tentatively 
assigned to this fabric, o small fragment from a flat 
bas, with pre-firing perforations, found in rhe top­
soil of Site L (SF no. 437; not illustrated), indicates 
the at least occasional production of strainer ves­
sels in thest wares. The parchment wares included 
pieces from at least three Jjds (type 87) as \Vell as 
bowls (rypes 86 (Fig. 89, l), 88 (Fig. 90, Zl), 89, 90 
and 101 (Fig. 90, 31)), jars (rype 97; Fig. 90, 27), 
dishes (l)'PC 99) and a flagon (cype 93; Fig. 90, 19). 
The majority of the New forest forms were made 
throughout the period of production from the third 
qu•rter of the 3rd century AD through to the late 4th 
«nruty AD, although rypcs J, 7, 8, 35, 44, 52, 61, 
69-71 and 90 have more m;tricted, specifically 4th­
«ntury dates, None of the red-slipped wares exhib­
ired the roscne stamped decoration characteristic of 
s«<>nd half of the 4th century AD, but this may be 
du, in part 10 !be poor condition of the sherds thcm­
sclvts, rather than any scarcity of later 4th-century 
AD l't1'S<ls in Ibis particular fabric type. 

Products of the Oxfordshire industry occurred in 
far smaller quantities, repre.senting approximately 
9% of this group by sherd count. Only the red/brown 
colour-coated wares occurred in any quantity aod oil 
the: """•I forms are paralleled within the repertoire 
of forms made by this industry (Young 1977, rypes 
S, l~, 22, 23, 45 and 51). Three smilll dimples wom 
into mterior surface of a small, flanged bowl (Fig. 89, 
~ found on ~it• F (l 966, Trench 18, Layer 2) are 
, mpaiable with marks recorded on samian (Taylor 
.007,_ 242; Seager Smith " al. 2011, 119, pl. 1) and 
O<atsionally other tablewares (Seager Smith in prep) 
~ Kem, bu, these are generaUy of later lst- to 
-~d-«nn.ry AD date. It is possible tba1 these dim­
Pfctthdcrivt. from attempts to reduce sma11 quantities 
• cfab· 
.. 11.. nc to a powder for use elsewhere as a •,·ew-
11.Utr's • ' ~aste l for use in the preparation of foodstuffs, 
COS:mi:b~ or ,.,,.ir • tllho m'-"WCtnal substances, for example, 
,em,?gh the reasons why this should be desirable 

'
0 unclear. The single piece of Oxfordshire 

10! 

whit<Wtlr,: (an abraded base fragme ) d 
h d f m an all sev,:n 

s . e.r, so parchment ware from this rtgion were from 
Sttc F. Th~ parchment wares included sherds from 
two wall-sided bowls (Young 1977 l=e p24 . 'll . , •J..- ; one 
Wl " traces of pru.med decoration surviving (Trench 
29,. Layer 2), the other more abnided and from an 
u_nbsted context) as well as a fragment from 8 bead 
nmrned bowl form (Room 15, Layer 2). 

I~ co:nrrast ro the mortarin, where deliberate 
choices appear to have been made between the 
products of the New ForeSl and Oxfordshire indus­
,n~, th,e frequency of the tablewarcs from these 
regions appears lO reflect the r~lativc distnnccs of 
the industries from villa itself, the New Forest kilns 
being loa,ed some 25 miles 10 the south or the site 
while the Oxfordshire pottery kilns were twice that 
distance_, 54 miles to the norlh-west. The miscella~ 
neou.~ colour-coated wares comprised two unsourced 
beaker body sherds both from the rubble in Room 
23 of AB n, as well as a single piece of Nene Valley 
colour-coated ware, derived from a beaker \Vith rou• 
Jetted decomtion. This was found in the subsoil (G3) 
of Site G, the Hall; its presence may reflect informal, 
hand-to-hand exchange or I.he movement or indi­
viduals within the late Roman villa community rather 
than any deliberate ttade between these two very dis .. 
tant areas. 

Coarsewarcs 
The coarseware group formed the bulk of the assem­
blage, 8 7% by &herd count. The sandy greywares 
were the single JargeSt fabric, representing 64% of the 
coarsewarc sherds and 56% of the whole Romano­
British assemblage. These wares arc likely 10 include 
products from a varlery or different centres, perhaps 
spannjng a wide dote range.. Some m.ay derive from 
as-yet unlocated, local kilns, but the pro.ximity of the 
New Forest pottery industr)' suggests that the major­
ity are likely to be from this source. A few sherds 
were., however, attriburoble to the Rowlands Castle 
and Alice Holt production centres, highlighting the 
possibility of greater quantities from these sources 
amongsr the less diagnostic pieces. Definite Rowlands 
Castle produc!S included, for example, an everted 
rim jar (Dicks 2009, 60-l, class Dl) (SF 162; S11e D, 
baulk 28/31/33, topsoil) and part of a necked jar from 
Pit XX (Layer 5) on Site L. The Alice Holt greywarc 
vessels of lacer Ron1.an date included rims from t~ 
cordoned jars with nm-topped rims (Lyne & Jcl'fertes 
1979, :n, fig. 22, late class !A) and two sherds from 
a single bead rimmed jar (ibid, 28, fig. l 5, class 4) 
found in Layer 6e in Trench 28, Sttc F. The handful 
of Ov~rweyffilford-type wares mode from c /\D 330 
into the 5th cenrury AD (ibid, 35-7) were all found 
on She F (Layers 2 (rubble) and 3 in Trench 29 nnd 
the backfill ofTrench 31). Sherds from ~•• nec~ed 
cordom:d jars skin ro \'CSsels produced m. ~e Ahce 
Holt district between AD 50 •nd t 5o (ibtd, 20-:2• 
fig. 6, class I), from Trench !Oil 5, Room I l on S11c 

D .nd Trench 518 ro the case of tbe Baths on S,te 
• • • hesc areas F may him at c!lrlier Roman acuv1ty in t • ! 

although none are de.fioit.e Alice Hoh products. 
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J 
d minated the gre)'ware assemblage, primarily 

nrs o . d mroughou, ,he lau,r 3rd 
the c,-crtcd run forms ma e F (F '" rd 

d 4th eenmries AD, in the New orest u ~ 
an 0 30'' •• Alice Holt (Lyne & Jelfenes 1975, 10 , rypc ,, • od 
I 979, 42, late class 3B) and the more m,_no~ pr uc-

ntr- The: rim of a sma.11 evened nm Jar found 
uon cc -~ • 16 • s· , F • a rubbJc luyer io ~ulk 1/2/3 an Room m ne , 
:rried • pos1-firing graffito (Fig. 89, 11) scratched 

th ·nner part of its rim while a m.jniarure vessel on10 e, • · I d d 
(Fig. 92, 60) survi\'ed complete. Other Jars ,nc u e 
nrrow-mouthed 1woid forms (Fulford 1975, type 

~4) , as well as bead rimmed types (ibid, t)'pe 25), 
some handled (Fig. 89, 3; rypc 26) of posw).D 350 
date, or lid-seated (l}'P" 27), and a range of narrow­
necked, globular-bodied rypes (e.g. ryp_es 31-6; F,g. 
92, 52). Rims from nine large s,orage Jars (type 40; 
Fig. 92, 46) and numerous thick-walled body sherds 
were also presca.t1 although these large vcs~c1s. were 
fa,· more common in grog-tempered fabncs. One 
of the rope-rimmed jars (unlisted con1ex1, Site G3) 
w:1s pierced around its neck before firing, while three 
thick-walled grcyware sto(llge jar sherds, aU from Site 
F (Trenches 25, 26 and 28, Layer 9b), had both pre­
firing perforations and fingor--smearcd exu:r.ior sur­
faces. Similar ,~ssels arc known from cxcavntions at 
High Post (Jones 2011, 62, fig. 27, 30) and a, Dur­
rington (\Vessex Archaeology 2011), both to the 
north of Salisbury, while these features also occur on 
a distinctive type of oxidised Black Burnished ware 
,..,ssel dated lO the ,·ery late 4th or early 5th century 
AD (SBDO\V\'V; Gerrard 20 I 0; Seager Smith & 
Davies 1993, cype 12). The function <>f these- vessels 
remains a maner for conjernm: (Gerrard 2010, 15). 
A small number of greyware beakers, dat<d to c AD 
300-50 (Fulford 1975, 89, type I) were also found 
on Site A (unlisted context), Site C (unlisted context 
and in an Occupation layer in .Room 22), in Trench 
17 north of the house on Site D a.nd in baulk 17/ 19 
and the topsoil ofTrench 21 on Site F. A simple bag­
shaped fomi (Fig. 90, 20) in an uosourced, non-New 
f'orest sandy greyware fabric was found in Ditch n 
Site L. ' 

The grcywarc bowls were likewise comparable 
10 Fulford's type series (types 3, 6- 10, IS, 37) with 
the t>ead-and-ftanged type (type 6) by far the pre­
domma.ut forrn (145 vessels by rim coum). One of 
these vessels (Trench l 7, north of the house Site 
D) was noticeably small_, with a rim d.iamc:cr of 
JOO mm and just 40 mm high. Evidence of possible 
re-use ~vas noted on two vessels (Trench 31, Room 
2 on Snc D nnd an untisted 1969 context on Sire J) 
":'hert:: tbe rim appears to ha:vc been trimmed, pos­
sibly as a means of prolonging the life-span of the 
~-e,;sel. One of the two reed-rimmed bowls (type I 0) 
Jdentified has a much thinner and tfaucr Jim than the 
example ill~stroted by Fulford but is • close enough 
porallcJ; this for_m date~ to the first half of the 4th 
:ncury AO, whole the wide-mouth bowl ,vith an out 

nt nm (<ype 15) belongs within the second half 
o. f the century (Fulford 1975 94) '"'' th th • f ' • wt e cxccp-
~on o four shallow dishes with 0ang•d . ( 
~~- • • =•type ' ,,mammg greware dishes ( 120 b • ) "' y nm count 

all compris~d simple, shallow, plain rimmed fwms 
(tYP• I 9; F,g. 90, 30), a common <ype mad, 
wide ronge of other fabrics. Other more mmo in a 
cypcs included jugs (Fulford J 975, type 20· ~g'~I 

d • I • k d 0 ' 1 • ,t 38) an a song c ring-nee c agon not easily par,J'. 
lelcd among the New Forest types. Rims from ! 
~reyware srraincrs (Fulford 1975, type 37) were~: 
identified (SIies D and G2_ and two unlisted <••· 
rexts, 1965 and SF 139), whtle rune base sherds ''lh 
small, pre-firing P<?rforations (Sites A, C and F) c'.. 
be attributed to similar vessels. Nine lid fr.i.gmc:ou 
(Fulford 1975, type 23), one with a bifurc,no(I run 
(Fig. 89, 9), and a single lid handle ate also likely m 
be New Forest greywares whereas an additional lid 
from Trench 21 in Room 9A on Site D, occumng i; 
• fine-grained sandy fabric is quite different 10 tht 
other sherds in this vessel class and may hal'e bceo 
made at another centre. 

Graffiti was noted on 1en sherds or group$ of 
joining greyware sherds (three from Sile F, one each 
from G2 and GS, and five from Site L). Six com­
prised various arrangcmems of grooves or notch,s 
cut imo lhe inner part of the rim of jars (e.g. Fig. 89, 
11 and Fig. 91, 41) and, in one instance, the tl.'lllge of 
a dropped flange bowl, while a group of joining bodr 
sherds probably from a beaker (e.g. Fulford 1975, 
89, IYPC I) had similar deeply incised vertical gt<)O\~ 

on the middle part of the body. A flat iar•typ< bnse 
found in Ditch n on Site L bad an X scmched in10 
its underside, while sherds from a dropped flalli'(I 
bowl found in various conrexlS in Ditch n and Pit 
XX carried lirerate graffito consisting of at least sit 
leuers (Fig. 91, 42) bur now incomplete, wriuen on 
the exterior wall while the vessel was in an inverted 
position. A small_, thin~walled> rather battered nm 
sbcrd from another dropped flanged bowl also found 
in Ditch a (SF 588) carried an incomplete scratched 
graffito, the letters AX or V surviving on che e)turior 
wall, jus1 beneath the rim. Such graffiti generally n:p­
resent names, initials or illiterate marks of own~ip 
(Evans 1987; Biddulph 2006) although alternaU1t, 
ma)' include numbers, indications of cnpacit}', w-eight 
or intended contents_, or apotropaic marks inte~td 
to charm the pot or to protect its contcncs (GolDg 
1987, 108). 

Lue Roman gr<;>g .. tempcred wares, also kna,,·n ~ 
Hampshire grog-tempered ware (Tyers 1996. ~9l, 
HAM GT Tomber & Dore 1998) accounted for -91 
of the coarscware group bv sherd count and 25'-d• 

• h dm• ' the whole assemblage. Toe fabric of these an . 
vessels is quite distinct - coarse and sometimes o;(I~ 
discd, with finger~l"ip impressions or finger smc~ ~ , 
the interior surfaces which also occasionally d15P,! 
a limescale-~pe residue. Thick-walled storB&O ,_! 

-, • h ·ms uvm sherds were common in these ~vard, WJt . rl jhttc 
at least 43 different ~ls being recogmscd, (!7 
basic forms were identified: ropc-nrnoned JaTS . 

examples), often with incised . herriogbo~• :~; 
aon on the inner part or the run (e.g. Fig. tJrtDJ 
large, evened rim jars (25 e.xamplc;), one ~:~5)72 
at leas, 340 mm diameter; and J 79 sh;r 'tb an 
g) from a single high-shouldered ,·ess "' 
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'th fl•t --ored surface, almost as if a 
' \\lt 8 • .. ' - · 

it>lllrncd run d m was not added co the last coil of _ _, evtrtc n · f 
rolJcu or deri\led from n varJecy o contexts 
th< sJ,oulder, ';';rend ! 2/6c) in Trench 28, Site F. 
(La,'C'l'S 5, 9b, -

3 
duction sites are currently known 

,;\!though nRo pron =og .. tempered w3res, th~ non .. 
•• late om• •· ed · 

fot "'' • i s (rnost commonly cvert nm 
"""'~ 1~r ' o;'oin-rimmed dishes and dropped 
,ats, sh~'::,'1;di.sbes) are bcavili• influenced by the 
fl,ng,,d D rset .Black Burnished wares, and were 

th-eaSI O L ., · 'th SOU • d from this industry, alix!at wi con• 
probably oopte . n in derail. The assemblage also 
-"mble vanauo . 'th 
~ few vessels with gl'Qoved n ms, some w 1 . 

"'dude, a rofile (e.g. Fig. 90, 29) and others with 
1 ":'r"'d PwUs (e.g, Fig. 90, 32), probably based on 
sao,gluer' d~ip~•d flange bowls with high, short, 
tbr \'anant • • ,-- f 

'd al Bangc:1; dared to the last quarter o 
a!mo

51
hn:$JIUU ~• AD at E.,eter (Holbrook & Bidwell 

thdt c,n ., · 'th' th h 
91 109 t}'J)C 47) and other sttcs Wt m c cart• 19 

' f th' south-east Dorset Black Burnish<'<! ware 1
'
nd
d ':,,. Ac single lid fragment and a base sherd with 

l!I USur • (S' R firi holes presumably from a strnmer ite , 
i;:,;~5, 1.a;·er S), were also identified, while a 
poSt•liring incised X graffito was also noted on the 
unde1tide of a jar base (Fig. 89, IS) . 

South-east Dorset .Black Burnis_hed wa_res, were 
the only other coarseware 10 occur 1n any s1grufican1 
quantity (5% of the coar1,eware sherds) . Vessel forms 
... ,. dominated by the standard range of late Roman 
types· e\'ened rim jars, shallow, plain-rimmed dishes 
and dropped flanged bowls/dishes (Seager Smith & 
Da\ies 1993, 231, types \VIA 2, 3, 20 and 25; Fig. 
89, 7, Fig. 90, 17, 25, Fig. 91, 39, 40, 44) . ln addi­
tloo, single e:<.'lmplcs of a handled, bead rim jar 
(WA 9), an 0\"11 'fish-dish' C-YJA 2 1; Fig. 90, 26), a 
Bot·ronmed bowl/dish ~A 22), a grooved-rimmed 
di!h (WA 24) and a miniature bead rim beaker 0VIA 
10) wcrt also identified, all of 2nd- to <Ith-century 
AD date. Many sherds with the characteristically 
la:tc 'wiped' surface treatments and decorative styles 
(e.g. obtuse-angled Janice beneath groov,-s, the Red• 
cliff• motil) emphasise the late Roman n.arure of this 
assemblage. At least seven instances of graffito were 
DOied on she1ds of this fabric. All consisted of single 
ltttors (e.g. Fig. 9l, 36 and Fig. 92, 55) or abstract 
m:ub (e.g. Fig. 89, 5 and Fig. 91, 40). 

The oxidised wares (Table 5) represented only a 
ffllnor component of the assemblage. AU these prob­
ably derived from fairly loca I sources, and arc likely 
to bt of late Roman date. Rims from four jars, two 
shall~, plain-rimmed dishes (one with straight, 
00. With convex sides) and eight bow!s were idcn­
Ufied, ~itb many body an<) base sherds likely to be 
dcnv.c1 from Hagons and a few beaker forms. One of 
:: bowls <'<>pied samian form 38 and may be a very 
be ly ob,aded colour-coated ware vessel; this moy 

true for a number of the plain body •"•rds in this 
c.ttegot)1. 
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!mm-site i;,0mpan'1cns 
lntroducrion 

With lhe exception of Site L, which is discus..~ed in 
more detail below, the poncry aueinblagcs from 
each of the ~ffer.cnr exco\'ation areas are largely 
homogene{)us in terms of fabrics and vessel form 
c~n~pos_ition, the qunnti~ preScm bC'ing the primary 
distinction. The combmaUon of rcfatively small 
an1o~n~ of ponery and their poor stratigraphic 
assocmno,ns masks any O\'ert functional differences 
between the buildings, nt least in ceramic terms, 
except at the broadest of levels. However, the mare­
rial from lhe five main areas is briefly considered 
below. 

Sites A and F: the Aisled Building 

The rnain parr of this &trucrurc was examtncd as Site 
A, while· S ite F investigated a bath sui(e at the eastern 
cod of the building, Traces of an earlier building were 
locaced beneath the main structure (AB I), but the 
limited stratigraphic information available does not 
permit the idcmification of, or differentiation between, 
the features and deposits 'bclooging to these phases. 

The assemblage from AB 11 (Site A) totalled I 033 
sherds weighing 12,843 g. Although of later 3rd- to 
4th-ccntury AD ruitc, very few diagnostic pieces 
derived from con(e:<rs which could provide nny reli­
able indication of dote for the constn.1ction and use 
of this building. The relatively low a\'eragc sherd 
weight (1 2 g) for I.his group re.fleets the insecu~ly 
stratified nature of the deposits (approximately half 
could not be reliably assigned even to a particular 
room). Overall, the fine• and speciali$t wares (60 
sherds 64'7 g) represented jusc 6% of the assemblage 
by she~d count. New Forest products, especially the 
colour•coated \Vares, predominated, with a handfuJ 
of bowls in red-slipped and parchment wore (e.g. 
Fig. 89, J) fabrics. Earlier, irnportc:d fineware sherds 
(Central Gaulish samian and black-sl,pped ware and 
Moselkeramik) , dating from c AO I 50 into the e~ny 
3rd century AO, probably derive from t~• earlier 
structure io this area. The coarsewares nuunly com­
prised sandy greywares (49% by sherd count), grog• 
rempered wares (37%) and south-east _Dorset Bl~ck 
Bw:nished wares (6%), Vessel forms m all fobncs 
comprised the srandord range described abo,·e._ d 

Undiagnostic body and jar base sherds (7 ,;her S, 

128 g; grcyware and grog-remperedThfab~~•J,i:::. 
found in the backfill of Room 12. . e ' 
( 1196 g) from Room 13 included [WO p,cces of r;; 

from a 'red layer' (second floor layer) an 
ware •are body sherd from • 
grog-<emperc~ and o;e 8'?'' ·r)· all the other1, wer< 
' mortary layer (first oor aye d' d . _, from buck• 

• tempered an em'(..~ undiagnost1c, grog- . . The much larger 
611 or demolition/tumble dcposns. R 23 at the 
group (236 sherds'. 3435 ~) ~:stlyo~~rived from 
eastern emd of this building ' chalk layer' ( 17 
rubble deposits; the pieces :7~ :herds 2s; g) or 
sherds, 46 g), 'slat~( s

7
ca~crrds .3I g) co,uld only be 

the •first burnt are3 sic ' 
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ed I 3rd 10 4,h-ccn[Ury AD date. Simi• 
assign a ate .. · b and 

rl , c of lhc ,;herds (a greyware 1ar asc 
:vJ'b:~, two grog .. tempcred ~odies and a scra~ 

f M lkeromik beaker) from • na[Ural floor layer 
o osc • h" or,, than a in this room could be assi,gned anyl mg m 
generalised Jnte Roman date. . . 

Greater quantit1C$ of poucry. \\'!re a.ssoc1ac:ed. with 
,he nmn rusled room of this budding (.Room 19, 203 
·h _, 2044 g). Manv were derived from back6ll, s e,us, • h • • f 
demolition or rubble dc:posics and r_ e maJ_onty, o 
thost from layers 10 which stnttigra~h1c rdau~nsh1ps 
could potentially be assigned, while spanmog the 
period from the mid-2nd ,o 4th cen1ury AD, we~• 
again ,oo small, abraded nod otherwise undiagn~,n~ 
10 provide anything more specific than a genera 1sc 
late Roman date. Howcver1 factors such as the rela­
tively high proportion of Late Roman grog-1empered 
,V31'CS (62 sherds; 30% of the total) and the presence 
of a New Forest parchment ware lid dated to c AD 
320--100 (Fulford 1975, 70, fig. 23) found in a Boor 
layer (Trench 2) and a grcywure bead rim jar (ibid, 
98, cype 25; unlisted conre<t, bag eBF2) da1ed 10 c 
AD 270-350, indicate ma, activity in !his room con­
tinued well into !he 4th cen[Ury AO. 

The greatest quantil)' of material (5305 sherds, 
69,716 g) was found in the area of the bath suite 
(Si« F), at the eastern end of the building. The 
average sherd weight, however, is just 13 g, and the 
fine- and specialist wares (548 sherds, 5650 g) corn• 
prised a surprisingly low component of this assem­
blage, at just I 0% by shcrd count. This is comparable 
wilh !he figure from the Main House (Si1e D), bm 
lowl?r than that from the Barn (Site C) and Hall 
(Site G). Wilhin ,he fine- and spe<:ialist ware group, 
the Ne\Y Forest producrs were again dominant, with 
beakers che most prevalent and ,vide·ranging form 
(Fulford 1975, l)'pts 27, 30 and 44). A small, inter­
nally worn flanged bowl (Fig. 89, 6), colour-coated 
ware beak.er sherds from the Oxfotdshire region 
(Young 1977, l)'pts C51 and C22) and fragments 
from two Mosclkernmik beakers (Fig. 89, J 0) were 
also present although lhese )alter sherds may well be 
residual finds conrcmpOrary with the earl.ier struc­
ture in this area. In coral, beakers comprised 9% of 
the ve~scl forms, compared with 5% at the .1\iain 
House (Site D).Amongst the coarsewares, gceywares 
remained predominant, representing 55% (by shel'd 
count) o( the whole assemblage from this area. The 
grog-tempered wares accoun1ed for 3.0% aod the 
south-east Dorse, Black Burnished wares 4¼ of the 
sherds. At least 12 grog-tempered storage jars were 
represented by rims, including ,he high-shouldered 
~<.isscl with an i.nturncd> poorly formed rim (Layers 
~, 9b, 12 and 12/6c, Trench 28) described above. 
Fragments from a large 4t.h-cenl1Jry AD r-opc-r:im 
::trempert."<! Storage jar whiCh may have been ser 
fin the ground were found in T,ench 30. Internally 
we~er--smearcd pie~es froi_n o greywarc scQ;rnge: jar 

c perhaps conr.ained Within it whfle sherds from 
re layer surrounding this dcPO;it included further 
i:r•~is !om both these vessels as well :as plain 

Y s er of New Forest parchmc.m ware and 

Black Burnished wore. The relatively high incid 
of beakers and storage jars in this area may be r:: 
to activities within the bath house, such as d .' king 
and the stQrage of liquids, either for consump~n 
bodily applications. ffln or 

Some 198 sherds (2094 g) were found in the Weil 
(Trench 4). Grcywares and New Forest col 

·" h d • <!Ur-coat1..-u wnres wer< t e ominam fabric grouPS and 
indicate a late_ 3rd- to lace 4th-cenrury AO datt, 
air.hough a residual saouan mortariium (fonn I>) 
oody shcrd was found in Layer 4. The fine- and 'Pt· 
c1~hst ware element of this assemblage, at 13%, wu 
shghtly higher than on the rest of Site F, although 
only three vessels (all New Fote$t indented be,,J<,n) 
were recognised from rims. Sherds from 31 l<>ll 
seven south-east Dorset plain-rimmed dishes and 
cwo evened rim jars were found amongst the coarse. 
wares, although all were relatively small fragn,cnis. 
The other coarsewares included pieces from dropped 
flange and moulded-rim bowls and everted rim 11~ 
in both greyware (Fulford 1975, types 6, S, 24 and 
30) and the grog-tempered fabrics. No complete or 
even reconstructible vessels (ie dropped into the WeD 
during use) were recovered from this fearure. 

Site C: the Barn 

Only 267 sherds (4639 g) were found in this area 
and, of these, 94 pieces (37%) were effccti,-dy 
unsrrarified, being from unlisttd or topsoil c<>ntextS.­
O11ly 58 sherds ( 1217 g) occurtcd within the budd­
ing, the remainder being found ouiside, in rl1< adja­
cent Courcyard. The majoricy of pieces sbo1l'l!d ggns 
of hea,,y abrasion normally associated with re-depos­
ited material, although, at 17 g, the average sh<nl 
weight was comparatively high. 

The tine- and specialist wares (59 sherds, 1124 
g) represemcd J 8% of the sherds from this arta, 
mostly deri\"d from the New Fo«s<, while di, 
grog-tempered and sandy greywaces domiaa1<d eh< 
coarseware group. The majoricy were of I.ate 3rd· or 
4th-cenrury AD da1e, akhough few pr01idcd mori 

specific dating evidence for the consrrucrion•'use,or 
this building. Part of a shallow, plain-rimmed dish 
was found in a context associated \vith lhe construe· 
tion of che wall of Room 22 bu1 it cannot be d~tcd 
with any ccrraincy within this hue Roman period. 
Of the 26 sherds (457 g) recovered from the prol>­
able occupation deposits inside Room 22, 20 ;," 
gtog-iempered; o!her fabrics included sherds ; 
a greyware beaker and New Forest rcd-sbpp<d 

59 
parchmenr ware bowls (Fulfocd 1975, t)'J)<$ .\,d 
and 88), providing further evidence fo, conan of 
activity inro the 4th cenrury AD. Seven sherds , 
Central Gaulish samian, con1prising. four from,es 
form 33 cup, a rim scrap from a fc,rm 1813! ';,';r. 
dish and two pJain bodies., were fo~nd lD u~ccd 
layers outside Rooms 21 •nd 22 and in ~'" focm 27 
conrexts while a scrap from an Eas1 Gaubsh •O 

' ·de Room• • 
cup came from a demoJirion layer ou~J Ce.n~ 
These pieces, rogelher with a single piect of I) wtct­
Gaulisb black-slipped ware (unlisted con~ ' 
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POTrERY 

J 2nd .. to Jrd-century i\D dare ao,d were 
all of ~teresidual here. A smnll undiagnostic body 
piob•b • an Jron Age sandy fabric found above the 
shcrd_~ tside Room 22 also hinrs at earlier activicy 
nsrur~ ou 
in this area., 

S. 0 . ·•e Main House 1lt · \I.I 

I of 2178 sherds (38,921 g) ,vere recovered 
~ to<n • I h d • from combination of tna uenc CS an cxcavauon 

... : 3.rea although just over a quarter of the asse.m-m u•• > d ,_. .1 bl (by shcrd count) was rccovere uvm topso1 or 
d,~sits located outside the building. Sherds were in 

d ri\•clv good condition, with an average weight of 
:: g• ahhough the proportion of fine- and sp.:cialist 
wa~ was lower than that recorded in other areas, 

mprising 12% by shcrd count. New Forest colour­
:atcd vessels were the dominant finewnre fabric 
(156 sherds; 61 % by sherd count) bur me range of 
\"'CS.StlS re.presented by rim count, was restricted to ' . 
, single ftosk (Fulford type I), 14 mdented beakers 
(Fulford type 27) and a parchment ware mortarium 
(Fig, 89, 2). Sbe.rd$ from single cencral Gaulish black­
ilipped ware and Moselkeramik beakers occurred os 
r,sidual finds within Trench 17, to the north of the 
house. As within the o,,erall assemblage, greywares 
•-ere the principal coarsewarc (60% by sherd count), 
follou~ by later Roman grog-tempered ware (23%) 
and Black Burrusbed ware (7%). Oxidised wares 
.-ere present as plain body sherds only. 

With the exception of Room I I where sherds were 
loca1cd within a collapsed hypocaust, the quanti­
cl<$ or pottery deriving from individual rooms are 
low. Consequently detailed analysis, lo terms of 
fi.tncnonal or spatial panerning, has noc been pos• 
nlllt: acn:,ss the building. The overall Site D asscm­
blagt hlls a broad date range encompassing the late 
3rd 10 late 4th centuries AD. However, the material 
lrom Room 11 (693 sherds, 13,082 g) contains at 
least three forms consistent with a mid-4m century 
AD or later dare. Two of these vessels are greywares: 
• New Forest round-bodied bowl with down-turned 
nm (Fulford cype 15) and a 1wo-handled, bead-rim 
1ur (Fulford type 26; Fig. 89, 3). In addition, sherds 
lrom • Black 13urnished ware jar decorated with 
ob1usc lattice are unlikely to dare any earlier than the 
Olld·4tb cenrury AD. It is unclear whether a com­
plt1e New Forest rwo-handled, pedestal bowl (Ful­
ford type 26; currently held at Winchester Museum 
•ad not quantified here), found in the hypocaust is a f; • . . , 
Thonu1tous survival or a deliberately placed deposit. 

iS form ha, been dated by Fulford to the first half 
or !he 4th century and if it is contemporary with the 
~of !he assemblage it may represent a form of 
(1'\,l)\lrtl d . 

<posit some time around the mid-4th ceo-
~ AD, ~resumably as the villa strucwre was aban­
bigc ._nus would tally with the dote as.<igned 10 the 
dcbci'' 00<) on Site L, which appears to have been 

S rattly filled at the some time. 
Co hems recov,:rcd from a midden located in the 
,, ~d, to the south of the Main House reftect uie maJn ass bi , 

em age and although three la>'Crs were 
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identified it was not possible w·th ·• .. 
·herds di • ,. 1 u ie survw1ng ., , to • sunguish berwce.n ,L • 

I I ,uem or to assign a 
more c ose y refined date other thao th I 3 
4th ccot111ry AD. e ate rd to 

Site G: the Hnll 

A c_o~al of I 021 sherds (13,694 g) were found in this 
v1c!nity. ~e fine-.. and specialist wares ~prestmed 
22 ¼, of this total. The bulk of the sherds were from 
~nlisted or po<,rly stratified contex.i,; and most exhib­
ired the be_avy surface abrasion and edge damage 
charactc~:suc of re-deposited moteriaJ. The average 
sherc;I weight was 13 g. The majority of the vessels 
came from the New ForeSt kilns (grey- and colour­
coated ,vare$; 55% and 16% or the sherds respcc­
civ~ly), witb the lace Roman grog•tempered wares, 
assigned to the 4th century AO, representing 20% of 
the sherd$ overall. Jar forms we<e !he dominant vessel 
c!•s! (48% by rim c~unt), with bowls the only othe.r 
SJgrufican.r class (19 ¼, by run count), proportions 
broadly similar to those from the Main House (Site 
D) (51 % and 22% respectively). 

Site L: pits and enclosures 10 the west of the Main 
House (Site D) 

The pone.ry from this area warrants further discus­
sion given me peculiarity of !he deposits (discrete 
pits and ditches) nod chronological range of mate­
rial present. The complete assemblage from this 
area amounted 10 4428 sherds weighing 60,161 g, 
of which 765 sherds (10,624 g) were or Iron Age 
date. Five features contained only Iron Age mate­
rial (Ditch XXJ and Pits VU, IX, Xll and XVIl; see 
above, Jol,nston, p.12-15), while Pits XIII and XV, 
probably of Iron Age dare, also contained minor 
quantities of intrUsive Romano-British sherds. Pits 
XX, XIX and V, however, contained only Romano­
British material. Overall, 3663 sherds, 49,537 g, of 
Romano-British pottery were recovered. 

Over half of the Romano-British assemblage was 
found in Pi1 XX (25 1 S sherds, 30521 g), which was 
probably filled during the mid-late 4th ceatury AD. 
A single Ceocral Gaulish black-slipped ware beaker 
base and rim sherds from lhree Cenrral 0.uhsh 
samia.n form 33 cups, all of late 2nd- to 3rd-cenrury 
AO date, were probably residual in this feature, The 
British finewarcs were again domimned by the New 
Forest colour-coated wares, predomincnely from 
indented beakcts (e.g. Fig. 90, 34) although bag· 
shaped (Fig. 90, 35) and globular-bodied beakers, 
flagons (Fig. 90, 28) and red-slipped ware _bo'."ls 
including bead rimmed forms and vessels ,mnanng 
samian forms 31 and 38 were also noted. One New 
Forest co lour•contcd ware cup or small ~wl bad 
white-painted decoration (Fig, Q0, 24). The indented 
beakers were made throughout the life of the New 
Forest iodusuy but the others were all of more spe• 
cific 4th-cen11,;y AD date. The New Forcsr pnrch· 
ment wares were also predo1ninant1y of 4lh-ce.~;.ry 
date (Fulford 1975, cypes 88, 89, 97 nod IOI, ,g. 
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90 21 27 and 31). Other fin<- and specialist wares 
wclud;d body and base sherds of Oxfordshire 
colour .. coated ware, incJudiog pieces U'oCm m)or~na 
and • flnngcd bowl (Young 1977, type 51 an . a 
. gle New Forest parchment ware morranw:n base. 
~e coarse.wares were also domi~atcd by greywares 
ond grog .. tc:mpered wares1 and included the stan­
dard ,..,nge of vessel forms. One of the grog-tem­
pertd everted rim jars was more or less ~omplctc 
(Fig. 91, 37). Other less common forms. 1nclud~d 
two grog-,empered bowls with grooved rims (Fig. 
90 29 and 32) and a plain-rimmed bowl w11h pro­
no:.Oced curved wall (Fig. 90, 30). The south-east 
Dorset Blnck Burnished ware vessels comprised the 
three standard ]arc Roman forms, along wich a fish• 
dish (Fig. 90, 26), probably of 4th-cenrury AD da,e. 
One of the e\.·ened ri.m j3rs from this region survived 
intaet (Fig. 91, 39). 

The proportion of fine- and specialist wares 
within Pi1 XX (408 sherds; I 6% by sherd count) 
roirrors that foe the whole assemblage from Si,e L 
(579 sherds; 16% by sherd count) and i, is tb.erefore 
unlikely 1h01 these wares were specially selected for 
dispooal in this feature. It is probable, though, that 
this pie was filled rclatiwly quickly, as numerous 
cross-concext joins were noted amongst the material. 
\Vhile there are no oven signs of the selective discard 
of ceramics within this feature, it is interesting to 
note the preseQce of a dog skeloton in Layer 8. This 
may of cour,;e be completely fortuitous, being simply 
an obvious way co dispose of a carcass, but dogs are 
known to have been associated with a nwnber of 
Celtic deirics, in particular the ma.lle1 god Sucellos 
(Black 2008, 2), who is also represented by a jar 
(olla) and hammer. Evidence from the Lydnei, shrine 
also suggests associations with Nodons, the god of 
hunting and healing (Ross 1968, 275), while tn Gaul 
the dog was associated with healing and the under­
world (Green 1976, 13 and 33). Black Jim numerous 
examples. from domestic contexu in southMeast 
England, particularly Kent, including at Spring­
~ead (Seager Smith" al. 2011,133, fig. 47), where 
incomplete pots have been found with dog skeletons 
and other artefaets in large pits or shafts. To the 
west, examples are known from Bunerfield Down 
(Rawlings & Fitzpatrick 1996, 13, fig. 9, foaru,e 310) 
a_od on the adjacent land south-ease of Amesbury 
SIil!$ (Cooke u (I/. in prep, shaft 3092). 

The assemblages from Pirs V ( 121 sherds, 1765 
g) and XlX (85 sherds, 639 g) comprised a similar 
range of f~brics and forms, but relatively few were 
more precisely datable within the late 3rd- to 4th-
cenrury AD pen'od H . f , • · owever, part o a New Foresc 
red-<hpped ware bowl (Fulford 1975 64 tvpe 61) 
~~;d 10 t AJ? 340-70, was found in Pit V, ~bile th; 

0 
propornon of late Roman grog-tempered wares 

(55 ¼ by shcrd count; 67 sherds, 1338 g) could su . 
gest a later 4th-cenrury AO+ date for thi r, g 

Two ~r th d' s eature. 
' • nches, I and IV extended d neuth the House cs· , un er­

tained withjn th itc D), nod th~ marerial con­
in d . th em therefore offers some assistance 

aong e consrruction of this building. Only 

sL, sherds (76 g) CQuld be assigned to Ditcb IV· 
unsuatified base, • plain body sherd from Lai.;,~ 
(both sandy greyware) ";'d four grog-tempered~ 
sherds from Layer 4, assigned a 4th-century AO d 
on fabric grounds aJone. Ditch l contained a au: 

b ·1 bi • • more su s1anua asscm age cons1Sung of 182 shcn1i, 
3323 g. Thd 

1
c siAnglc 

8
1_arges1 fabric group, ho,ve,-er, 

compnse ron. ge ml-tempered wares (79 sbe«k, 
1229 g).These included part of an ovoid jar wnh 
inrernally thickened rim (see Fig. 881 11) POSS% 

part of the Middle/Late Iron Age 'sauc~pan•pol' 
tradition of central southern England, and a single 
undiagnosiic body sherd from a different vessel cam 
from the primary s.iitS. These shecds were associate: 
with another late Roman grog-tempete<I ware shell! 
:lltbough, at jusr 5 g, the possibility that this picc, 
is intrusive caMor be excluded. However, tht 10\\>tr 
average she"! weight of the Iron Age material (15 g, 
compared with 20 g for the Roman ma,crial) may 
provide a further indication of the residual mnure of 
the prehistoric pieces. The rest of the assemblage was 
of late 3rd- to 4th-ccntury AD date, but sadly not 
more closely datable within this period. Gre)"-attS 
accounted for a further 24% (44 shetds, 555 g) or 
the sherds from this feature and the grog-tempered 
wares 15% (28 sherds, 880 g). Forms included a 
dropped flanged bowl/dish, a bowl with an inrurned 
rim, everred rim jars, jugs, and plain rimmed dishe,; 
(Fulford 1975, cypes 6, 7, 19, 20 a.od 30). The New 
Forest colour-coated vessels were restricted 10 body 
sherds from indented beaker,; (ibid, type 27). None or 
these forms are particularly closely datable. Th• only 
other identifiabltform prescm was from a south-a11 
Dor,;et Black Burnished ware dish (Seager Smith & 
Davies 1993, WA 20), a form ,vidcly tn1ded from the 
later 2nd century AD onwards. 

Conclusi<n1 

Although predominantly of late 3rd- to 4th«n1ury 
AD date, che ceramics suggesL that Romanc,.,British 
activicy commenced during !he later 2od cen~.ry 
AD, with the main focus of lhiS earliest acw-ity 

concentrated in the area of the Baths (Site F) and 
10 the rear of the Main House (Site L). Ovorall, the 
assemblage was dominated by New Forest prod· 
ucts, reflecting chc proximity of this indusrry, while 
other coarsewares wcrt obra.incd from '!'e S~ 
Hampshire borders and as yet unidenufied, cl: 
sources. Hampshire grog-tempered wares, BI• 
Burnished wares from the Warehamll'oole Hru:'. 
region of Dorset and a varietv of Oxfordshitt P 
ucts also formed significen~ comp0nents ofdthc 

I• • e tO 
assemblage. The paucity of imports, here imtt . 

• D h rd small quanu· a single resscl 20 amphora s e , J<ers 
ties of samiun and dark colour•coated \-.'!I.re bd_ 1 from Central Gaul and the Mosel regions, is ••~rt) 

. . d d known diS!f1' consistent wnh a later Roman a,e a_n . \1/holet 
bution patterns across southern Brn:au: as 3 ( h nd· 
while a small number of sherds in a wnet)I O ;end 
made, mostly grog-tempered, fabrics may •j ;th 
the date range of this assemblage into the ear Y 
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POTTERY 

, !\D. The vesse1 fom1.s ,vere predominantJy 
(<1)1\ll'! • comp•ssing the st3ndard range of types 
utiliuana~, ~ of lhe period in this region - jars of 
,i,,.,,,cnso~_,

1 
s'ided bowls/dishes, cogethcr with a 

I si2'S ,,,,,,.,. - . 
,t ' { less common types (flagons, hds, beak­
,mJtU ,.~g• 

0 
ere). Only limited evidence for re-use 

-· scrainers • d' • --~ . 05 encountered, perhaps in 1canog easy 
rtJ)3Jf \\' « • the ,vider market economy ttnd a ready 

access •~ rcplocemenl vessels. lo broadest of brush 
iupPIY ! the Sporsholt ossemblage conforms with 
tatn$, ~cted feacures of other assemblages, both 
,JI die e.<,-
urbilll ond rurol, from the area. 

C.tiWll'"' of Jlt1J1rawd ,herd.< 

S:.tA 
N~· 'Fotnl pa.rdunrnt ware bowl with ,n extt>rnal R:1n,c1 

I. F,,l(o,d ll'P" 86.Tn,nc:h 16, 2 (bag SPA~,K) 

Srt• D 
l. ~cv,· fomt parchment wart mon:arium, Pulford type l02 .. 

i:nllsccd <ffll(Xl (bag KG l ) 
l. Gttl"'ltc bandl«I., puUc,cM,ead nm far, Fulfotd l}"Pt' 026. 

Room 11 (bog, HJl and HE) 
Gtt)·warc: dropped lfa.nge bowl/dish, Fulford rypc 6. Unlisted 
.,.,at{bo&> HKI ond CYJ) 
~tM,as.t Dorset Black Bumishcd ware body sheTd with 
ncifff incised. post-6nng, abstrtCl gnffito on interior surface. 
Ti,,,ch 33, rubble l,}<r 2 (bag JX) 

Sr.t F 

._ Oxfordshire <:0k>ur-co,:ncd ware flao~d bowl w1lh V.'()m, 

mtcroal d:mplefi Youna: t)~ CSI. Trench 18~ Layer 2 ~ 
FB) 

1. South'<•~ Dorscr 81.ad:. 8umishcd ware dtop.ptd flllnge 
bGwt'dis,h. WA~ 25. Trtnch 25, under plaster (bag POZ) 

! Gre,,'IUt upri$ht•l'ltckcd j.ar_, Fu1fcnd 030. Tunch 25, under 
pllsttt(b,g PHI) 

9 Gtt)._-an bd, Fulford 023. irench 25, under pW.1cr (bag 
PHZ) 

10. MOICtkcnimik runncl•nedw:d bealt.er, fluted or indented form. 
S..ll 26127 Cbaa OY) 

11 Grq·,11ut ~'a'ted rim jar with a post-firlns., scratched gnffito 
c,i the inner pa,rt o( the rim, Fulford ,;ype 030. Room I 51l6, 
baulk 1/2/), nibbl< (bag CM) 

St.t G 

l2. ~ bo-.\•I with ao out bcn~ reeded rrm. Fultmd cypc 
C9. Vnlisud comcxt, Site G2 (bag K) 

ll ~pcrcd watt rope rim s10N1gc! inr with herringbone 
dtcorat1an oo the 11'.lnt'r part or 1hc rim. Trench l, Layer 6, 
l!im «>l,bling. SF J-!-0 (bag C) 

14 Ctt)'WVC c\ttud nm jar wish , po5h6ring, scratched g,af­
fit0 M tht Witt pan of the rim, Pulford t}'JlC G30. Vnhsced 
con~cxi, Site G2 (bag BG) 

IS. Gmg-tcmpert'd ~ b~ wnh a post-fiMs.. scnnchcd graffito 
00 tht unduside, Unlrt\ed context, Sjtc G5 (bag C) 

Si~ L 

llitcb ll 
:~ Groi•tcmpcrcd grQO\'C'd flange bo-..Ndish. La)w l (bag AR) 

Solltll-qu ~, 81aok. Burni'Shcd wnrc dropptti ilangt 

1g. ~~· ~?~_:-s. UnJtr.itified Di1ch n (baa H) 
G~ U \l,,UJ ao out bcnti reeded nm, Fulford type 

• nbMtd conte:xi: (hags 8 and Q2) 19
• ~t'N' ~m parebmcn1 watt flagon .,,,hh dark l;)t0',1, n pain1cd 

ecc)Qtiari~ Fulf<>rd rype 93. Unlisu:d con1e:iu (bn,t ID 
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1-?0. Grt)·ware bag,.sNiped bttkc.r With tt beaded rim bu QI b 
dcco1'11.tic,n. Vnlinrd contcxi (bag JP) • r 5 Cd 

NtXX 

21. New Porcs:t parchment wa~ bowl with n lhld:cncd rlrn and 
pnl.nted dcccmmon, (Yl)c 88. l..ayc-r, (baa: 1.8) 

22. Nc:.w fo~t QOlour-coated ware bcilirlflll;$()n ,lloulda' sh rd 
wltb incised dccoration. u~ 5 (bag JY) c 

23. On:)",'nrt bowl with• rolled out riin, Ful(Q«I type G30.4 or 
GJ7. Lain S (bog IW) 

24. New FQres1 colour-c«m:·d ware cupts~U bowl wbb whnc 
pai:nrtd dcconuion.~ Fulford t)-pc 53, Ul)-tri 5 (bi,a JW') and 
8 (b<gJD) 

25. South-caM Oo~t Bladt Bumishtd \\"Ve ncncd rim iaf, WA 
()'P< 3. La)'<r 5 (bog IW) 

26. Soutb-eas~ o_o~1 811ld:: Burnished ware $hallow, 4U11.igh1~ 
11dc<I, plam-r11nni.cd dish, O\'ll ln plan ('fuh-dii.b'), WA t}'J>C-
21. Lay,r 6 O,.g KG) 

27, New r-ort:$.t PQrchmcnr ware- jar Ful/otd type ~7. La)·cr 6 (bag 
KG) 

23. New For(Sl colour--cottcd watt floion, Fulf<,rd type J 1. U)-er 
7 (b,g KE) 

29, Grog-rcmper«l IJO()\~d rim bowl whh eun'Cd walls, Las,er 7 
(bags Kl nnd KL) 

30. Gt~tempcred shallow, p1.ain•rimmro dish wj(h cW'\.'td w:itl'5. 

Uycr 7 (b;lgs Kl!, KJ nnd KL) 
31, New Fort:.!ii'f puchmcnt ware bowVdish with '®rt, t•ic.ttrnal 

t'langc, Fulford t>"PC 101 , Laf~t 7 (bag KB) 
32. Grog-temp«<d gNxwcd rim bowVdi,h. Ul)'Cr 7 (bag KE) 
J3. New Foffist rc:d--$lipp(d 14--arc flangc:d bow-I, Fulfotd fYPC 61. 

La}~' 7 (bag KL) 
34, New Fares-t colour--oo::ned W\\l'C mdented b(".akc:r, Fulford typt 

21. Lar« 1 (b•s KW 
15, New Forest c:olour~c~ted ware bag.-s:hapcd beaker, Fulford 

<ype44. Lay,r7 (bag KL) 
36. S0,uth-en:st Dor,cr Bladt Burnished ware jar bast with a post­

finng $Ct111ch~dT ,c,n.ffiro on undtrSidt'. La)-tr 8 (bag KS) 
37. Grog,u:mpercd ~reed ricn jar, Uyer S (b.,g KH} 
38. Grcyware -single-handkd jt14 whh b\irniWd-hne d«oratioo, 

Fulford ~'p< <'.no. La1« 8 t'b,s Kl\) 
39. South-c::a,r Dorset Black Bur.JUsh.td wn,~ J;,;r wu.h burnished 

tmc decoration, WA t)'Pt' 3. Un1is-h.-d context., SF 607 
40. South-cast Donel Black Burnished w1:rc shallow, lfOO\~ 

rimmed djlih with bi potct-fiting smitdl«t a,affit() on thc­
undcnidc ,of the bas.c, WA type 20. layC'.r 7 (bag HC), SF 537 

-tl. Gttyi.1.•nrc ,e\'etted rim jar with .o ))()$I-firing ~1chcd gra~to 
on the inner port of rim_, futrord cypc G30 . .Llayer 5 (b3:g KB), 
S1'622 

Dllcb 11 and Pit XX 
42. Gre)v.·arc dropped flilnited bowl with pos-t-6nng teratcb~J 

pfliro coo$iitl1na of at lean iix. ltnm (now_ inoo.tnplctc) ~:; 
ten on ex.tenor "''all while the \'CSScl wus Ul\'Crttd Unlm 
rootcxts (b:ags HE, HJ and H.,\.1.), Sf 525 

Other \'C':$.Scls &om S.itc L . . 
103 43. Ntw Forest p11rchmen1 ware mormnw.n~ Fulford cypc-

UnUa:ct·d context (bag FM) . 
<1,1. Sou.th~asc Dor'S:tt Black. Burnt:5.bcd ware lboJlow, 9lam­

rimmcd di.th, WA type 20. Unlined cootcn (80$ FC2) 
4$. Ccr:nml Gaulish ,~mian form 45 monanum. ttn1tn1bfied (ba$: 

FD) 

1%S 
16. Grt)"\\'lU'C ropc-nn,mtd ,1orage j~r. Fulford iype.G,\O. C, trial 

'"c och 265SI 21 ~::~ed. line dccor1ui<>n, Fulford l)l't' 
47, ri:)'\\'IUC ;It WI 

37
) 

030 C ui•I tr<nch 26SS 21W (baa otd (lo C, 
48, Orc)'.i,._,:rc dtQPpcd f111n8~ t,ow1!di~, Fuffi [)-pc 

uwtttncl:i•65S2tW(b,gJ7) (lo C 
49. Gn:)•Wllrc d~pcd flnngcd l)owl!dish, Fulford t)'PC , ' 

crbl rrcn.:h 265-S '21W (bag J7) d bc,\\I 'l'ouni form 
50. Oxf'otdslun: colour-c(lattd "~re fb~ • ' 

C11. C, tri3I m1tch Z6SS 2.lW (bag :)7) 
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Chapter 10 

The Mosaics 
by Steve Cosh 

XML' 11it 1mmbtn Jo//mp~ug a mosaic rt![er _to th.: wl':11~e, 
nu and mosaic 1111mbt-r m Roman Mosa:1cs of Bnr:,Hn 
; . C.,sh & Neal 2005 (Mosaic LI) or Ntal & Gosh 
i/XJ9 (Mosaic lll), where full re/er,nu, are given. The 
Sparslta/1 mosaics are giwn r/ia sir, prefix JZZ. 

1\vo room, or the Main House had fine mosaics 
(Fig. 93); bi• far the most comple1e one came from 
Room 7, eh• central room, and the otber, a fragmen­
WY mosaic, pa\•ed a channelled hypocaust in Room 
11: Th• Corridor (ponicu,) also had a mosaic with a 
rq,etiID·e geometrical design, accuracel)' executed in 
larger teMcrac. Five other floors were coarse tesset­
foted pai,'Cmen~., either with simple patterns in grey 
and r<d, or plain red. Room 2 had a chequered panel 
in grey and red (Fig. 94; Mosaic lll, 322.Z), while 
two anterooms (Rooms 6 and 9) bad bands predomi­
oandy of red and grey, although there is a fair degree 
or in,trmixturc of the colours, conceivably resuJt­
mg from the re-use of badly sorted 1csserae. These 
$imple and commonplace 'mosaics' are adequately 
cl=ibcd above. TI1e other large rooms (4 and 8) 
had plain red tessellated pavements. 

AB ll (built over an earlier masonry structure_, AB 
I) was de1·elopcd to incorporate a bath sui1c in the 
$0uth-cast corner and a cross-range of three rooms at 
the western end. The central room of the cross-range, 
Room 13, had a coarse red tessellated floor with a 
git)' band (Mosaic Ill, 322.8) and the southern one, 
Room 12, \~•as paved with a fine mosaic (Mosaic 
~• 32_2. 7). The balh suite yielded fine wall plasicr, 
mctudmg a rcpresenration of a mosaic showing 
bands of guUlachc (Davey & Ung 1981, 158-9, pl. 
LXXU, fig. 36); other examples of painted 1cssella­
: .oe_eur, for example from Bignor-, West Sussex, 

tl ~ doubtless meant 10 poriray what would be 
npe:nsl\'t wall mosaics in the same way as marble 
\"~ i.s imitated on wall-plaster. 
but Mai~ I-louse da1es 10 the late 3rd century 
r 1 :,ccpt m the f>Qrticus1 the mosaics covered ear-­t 11 and belong to a period of refurbishment 
lh~s,th• first half of the 4th century, probably in 
prin , quarlcr_, if damage ne.ar the entrance on the 
ilol) Clpal mosaic W11S the result of \V<.-ar. Within the 

1 tc:!tmselvcs a termi11u.s post que.'»t is provided by 
from the tessellated pavement in Room 6 

made from a sherd of a mortarium belonging 10 the 
late 3rd or early 4th cenrury. The mosaic from Room 
7 and the lnrges1 fra,gmen1 from Room 11 were 
lifted; the former is djsplayed in the Winchesier CilV 
Museum. The 01her mosaics were reburied. • 

MAfNHO'USE 

Portie,., I (Fig. 95) 

MOSAIC 322. 1. Dim1msio1,s: room 21.65 m by 2.75 nc 
Te$serae: red and gnry, 25 mm. 

The pariicu, pavement (Fig. 40) survived almos1 
complete except a, the southern end. Unlike the 
other mosaics from the building, it appears to be a 
primary feature_, with no unde-dying floor. [c com­
prised a neat swastika-meander with triple returns in 
coarse red tesserae ou a grey ground. This is flanked 
by bands of pale grey (11- 1 i rows) and red beside 
the walls. There are several examples of swastika­
meander design decorating the length of corridors, 
but these are with double returns or, leSi frequently, 
single returns - no other has the lhird rerum. No 
comparable pavemen1 is close geographically. How­
ever, a red and 'white• pom'ti,s pavement from \Vin­
cbestcr (Building vru, l ; Mosaic m, 328.5) has 
a related design of spaced lau:bl<ey meander and is 
dated to lh,c late 3rd/easly 4th century. Three rows 
of red and three of whi1c are used in !he design as 
opposed to the two rows of each colour at Sparsholl., 
so the similarities are nQt close enough to speculate 
that the same craftsmen we.re responsible for both 
pavements. 

Re/ere11ccs: Wilson 1966, 2 14; Johnston 1965, 46; 
Johnston 1972, 5; Knowles 1981, I 17; Neal & Gosh 
2009, 240, figs 215-216• and b. 

Room 7 (F,g. 96) 

MOSAlC 322.4. Dimcnsio,rs: room S.80,,, by 4.30 m; 
panel: 3.20 m square. Tmerae: black (dark e__rcy), white, 
-Agr,"'-,,..,blu&? and bu~ /3 mm,·bordcr: red, 2:, "'"'· 
,..., •✓ • d the central This near-complete m0$&ic pave . . ~ 

'th " broad doorwav on rht e.ast side opp0s1t room,\v1 ~ . d th 
the corresponding gap io the portttus, an us may 
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be identified as the main reception room or sun1m~r 

d
. . g room ~Inc $chcmc is a series or co_ ncentrlc 
,run • w, rl< from citculor bands within square borders. o -. mg 

the outSidc of the panel the square framing bands 
comprise· triple fillers of buff and white; • band of 
L-bloc:k!I 

0

(alrernarely orieatuced) outlined blad< and 
shaded red, buff and white; four-strand gu,Uoche 
(shaded as the L-blocks); and • dark grey ,double 
fiJlct. T3ngent co the last 1S 3 Ii.near circle en,cJosmg 
circular bands of simple guilloche; swastiJca .. meander; 
dark grey wave panern; and double fillets of red 
and dark grey. Al rhe centre is an eight-petalled 
ftowc1: \\~tb white, yellow and red petals overlap­
ping ro create an inner ring of smaller petals around 
the corolla; this is segmented and infilled red and 
whitt 'millefiori' style, with a small circular centre 
quartered and shaded red and white. The spandrels 
co,itain cwo motifs, those diagonally opposite being 
the same: one is a bold cal)'l< urn shaded in ba.nds 
of colour with a "jewelled band1 midway, and flanked 
by tolutes springing from the tips; and the other a 
fan motif (with conc:1.n·e instead or dte normal convex 
tops), the elements shaded concentrically, all with 
white centres, the outcrrnosr red, the inner ones buff 
ond the poimed central one buff ond grey-blue. The 
mosaic has a coarse red outer border, the panel being 
set centrally in the room, and not set forward in the 
room as is ofcen the case in such rooms. 

The panel was lifted 1969 with funds mised by the 
Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society, 
along ,vith a grant from the then Ministry of Public 
Buildings and Works, and is displayed in Winchester 
Cicy Museum. 

The workmanship is quire good and the geom­
Ctr)' fairly accurate. The scheme is very $imi1ar to 
the near-ciccular Mosaic rrr, 321.98 from Room 18, 
Building XXVIl, I, at Silcbesrer. The L-blocks are 
idenrieal to those on Mosaic DI, 3 I 6.3 from nearby 
ltchen Abbas and Mosaic 11, 238.1 from Casde 
Copse, Wiltshire, the latter belonging ro the late 3rd-/ 
early 4th-<:cnrury phase, while d,ey are similar co a 
row bordering Mosaic m, 308.2 from Brarndean. 
The calyx urn is very cJoseJy matched on Mosaic m, 
399.1 from Chilgrove, West Sussex, possibly by the 
same craftsmen (see below}; an ea.dy 4th-century 
date was ascribed to the tatter, 

Ref••mw: Wilson I 967, 196, 198, pi XV, I; Wilson 
1970, 301; Johnscon 1972, 6, frontispiece; Johnston 
1977,206,pl: 7.IVa; Knowles 1981, I 17;Neal 1981, 
no. 71; Neal & Cosb 2009, 240--1, figs 215 and 219. 

lwcm I/ (Fig. 97) 

MOSAIC 322.6. Dimensions: room 3.50 ,,, by 3. 40 m; 
panel abow 2.20 m .J.quare;fragment I. 12 m by 0.43 m 
t'a.:d-,:). Tmd erae: dark tre:l) whita., red and grey, J 2 mm, 
ura,; er: re > 2S mm. ' 
◊nly the . fragment illustrated (Fig. 53) remains 

~ the . mosaic paving a cha.nnelled hypocaust, apa.rt 
om small areas of coarse red tesscUation beside the 

north and south walls, which extends into the recess 

of the elaborate doorway. The fragment largely c 
prises a band of three-strand guillocbe outlined ~ 
g~y- with strands of red, grey and white, Ptejum,~; 
origmally framing • square panel; this is scpara J 
from the co•~• re~ border by ? triple fillet of w~tt. 
Only rraces ot the mtcrnal design survive, includit\g 
dark grey double tlllcts which are probably pan f 
o swastika element in the corner of the panel i,;: 
whether this is part of a band of spaced swa;tika'. 
meander or ao all-over scheme i$ not certain, All 
that survives of the motif in the space in the swas­
tika-meander are a single fillet of red, forming a right 
angle, and white infill with one yellow ochre tessera, 
The style and workmanship of the mosaic lS s.imilar 
10 those in Room 7 and the Aisled Building (Room 
12); it is therefore probably contemporary with them 
The fragmenc was lifted and retained by David John­
ston. 

R,f<rmcr.s: Johnston 1972, 6; Knowles 1981, 118; 
Neal & Cosh 2009, 242, figs 215 and 220a-b. 

Aisled Building 

Room I 2 (Figs 98 & 99) 

MOSAIC 322.7. Dimensions: room 5.04 m by 2.76 m; 
parid 2. 18 m by I. 92 m. Tesscrae: dark tr'Y, whir,, r,d 
a11d gr~ 13 mm;border:grey and red, 25mm, 

Only fragmentary remains of this mosaic survived 
at the margins (Fig. 23). lr appears that the lose «n­
tral square comparunem is surrounded by a s~ced 
swastika-meander with single n:nirns (the swulika 
elements being in the corners) aod a band of simple 
guilloche outlined dark grey with strands of red, grey 
and white. At the eastern end was a band of four­
strand guilloche (shaded as before) and framing the 
whole is an inward-facing dark grey dcotillaced line. 
The outer border is of coarsc grey 1csserae, w,th • 
red band against the east ,vall. Johnston (1977, 207) 
noted that this mosaic is similar to Mosaic Ul, .3J 6.2 
from Itcben Abbas, onlv 12 km away, and acml,utcd 
it 10 bis Central Sou,he;n Group (see below). 

Refen,1ces: Wilson 1967, 198; Johnston I 972, 5; 
Johnsron 1977, 207, pl. 7.U b; Neal & Cosh 2009, 
242-3, fig 22J. 

Discussion 
With the possible exception the [l()rri,us povemcnt, 
the mosaics ore of the same scyle and were iitmosr 
certainly contemp<>raneous. They provide important 
information about the Jiving arrangements •ni ~ 
be compared with other mosaics io relation to ui • 

• • Th• best-ing plaos from cen(ral .. souchem Brttrun. . 
presen'Cd mosaic paves the cenrml Room 7 0r:: 
the entrance inm the portlctu, and was proba ) A 
reception room and dining room for s~n_1mer u~~ 
fragmentary mosaic of rugh qualit)' origmally 1"'1 1 fu • oned at eas the heated room, which perhaps ncu ' there 
on occasions., as a winter dining room. Thus 
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distinction between rooms used by guests 
ss ' ~1::nd dining rooms) and those for private and 
~ use \\~r.h inferior floors. The same arrs.nge-­
f:Jrrul> curs cast of \Vioches1Cr 3t Bramd~.an, a 
~enL ~re or less conremponary with Sparsholt and 
,ill~ m osaies possibly laid by lhe same conu-actor 
h•VU:,t w) aJtJ,ough a, Bramdean the hypocaust is 
(": win~-~m. The same can be said of Chilgrove, 
'.~. 5., .. cex and the very similar villa nt Dowmon, 
• .s, = ' ' h I h W'dlsbirt (Mosaic 11,,241.1) wh•c. n so as compa• 

bi Osaics and daung. The porncus and anterooms 
,. em 1· . h 

Sn!!Nholt as well as the 1v10g quarters., ave n ~- , . 
,,... !imply pauemcd or plam tessellated floors. 
~ ;amc nrrangemen4 lncluding the position of 
di< fireplac<, is most closely paralleled at Ncwporr 
·t1a Isle of\Vight, but lhm: late industrial activities 

:S,uitcd in the mosa}cs of the central a~d wing-room 
h ....,,.,ust being stripped out - assummg these lost 
lr-· ' U ' d mosaics origina y exist~ , . . . . 

f"mc mosaics are not mfrequent m aisled buddingS, 
many having the same arrangement of rooms as at 
SparsholL West Meoa (Lippen Wood) and Thruxton, 
in Hampshire, and Carisbrooke and Combley on 
the Isle of Wight all have a fine mosaic in a room at 
the end of one aisle, equivalem co Room 12, rather 
thnn a ctntral room. The arrangement of rooms at 
th< p3rtially excavated villa at hchen Abbas suggests 
lha1 the mosaics are also from an aisled building. The 
square centtlll room at Sparsholr has coarse tessel­
lation m line with simple tessellaied pavements in 
cqufralwt rooms in other aisled buildings: red and 
grey chequers a, Wes, Dean on the Hampshirc-Wilt­
lhirc border, Castle Copse in \'Uilcshire and Caris­
brool;c, Isle ofWigh1. 

Th, Cmtral Sowhern Group 

The scheme and motifs or Room 7's mosaic led 
Da\id Johnnon to recognise sinular fearures on other 
mosaics in the area and identify them as possibly 
by lhe same contractor. He termed this lhe Central 
Soulhem Group Qohnston 1977). The craftsmen 
were probably operating in the early 4th cenrury, 
mainly in Hampshire and Just beyond its borders. 
Similar schemes and motifs are found on mosaics at 
lichen Abbas and the later phase additions, Rooms 
I? aod\8,_Building XXVTI, I at Silchester. He recog­
msed s1nnJar and distinctive motifs on other pave­
ments m lhe area, notably the unusual calyx urn and 
the L-bloek border. His analysis Jed to the following 
1•1 of Siles: 

B~sildon, Btri<sbire (Mo,aic Ill, 272.1) 
Bigno,, West Sussex (Mosaic Ill, 396. 1-6) 
~dean, Hampshire (Mosaic m, 308.1-2) 
Cli~tcr - David Greig site (Mosaic III, 398.5) 

.,.,we, West Sussex (Mosaic Ill, 399.1) 
~f:nAbbas, Hampshire (Mosaic m, 316.1-3) 
s" <ster, Ins X:XVH (Mosaic ill, 321.98) 

J>anholt, Hampshire (Mosaic m, 322.4, 322.6-7) 
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The mosai~ fr~m ~ignor, however, can be CQns1d­
c.red too supenor m quality for inclusion in th 
Group: the schemes are not closely re-laced and lb: 
form. of the l,.block bands, on which the amibu 
uon ~s largely ~ased, is very differt.nt. Rccentlr ; 
mosaic f.rom Dmnington in Somerset has provided 
? much bc:~er parallel for the Signor mosaics_.. him­
mg that skilled craftsmen from the West ,._ 

. . '-A>Untry 
were c.omnuss1oned 10 Jay them. Alsq Mosaic rn 
398.5 ~om Chichester has many 2od~entury char~ 
~ct~nst1cs and should certainly be excluded from the 
~nn~ rbe Basildon mosaic js also suspect, its iden­
ufic.~uon based on the presence of ·spiked knorst, a 
monr J_oh~sron considered exclusive to the. Group. 
but whtch as now known not to be so. Since Johnston 
defined the Group the frogmem of Mosaic n 238 1 
has been discovered at Castle Copse, \"'iltshirc: whi~h 
f:at.ures the same distinctive band of !.,.blocks. The 
s1milar1ry between lhc Chilgro,re mosaic and Mos.aic 
TI, 240. I from Down con, Wiltshire., suggests that the 
latter may also be attributable to Johnston's Group. It 
should be noted too that a mosaic from West Meon 
has the same scheme, lechnique and posirion as the 
three-panelled mosaic from ltchen Abbas, and has an 
anteroom in parri-coloured red and grey reminiscent 
ofSpatsholt's Room 9. 

The amended list migb.1 read as follows: 

? Basildon, Berkshire (Mosaic III, 272. I) 
Bramdean, Hampshire (Mosaic Ill, 308.1-2) 
Ca.stle Copse (Mosaic n, 2~8.1) 
Chilgrovc, Sussex (Mosaic rn, 399.1-2) 
hchen Abbas, Hampshire (Mosaic 111, 316. 1-3) 
Silchcster, Ins XXVII (Mosaic III 321. 97-$) 
Sparsholt, Hampshire (Ill, 322.4, 322.6-7) 

Ignoring Bignor, the mosaics from lhe Group are 
largely geometric and the similar figures of Flora 
from ltchen Abbas and the Season from Silches1er 
are quite crudely execuu.~, but the lost pavements 
from Bramdean had a fine series of figured compar1-
menr.sj the:s.e were perhaps the work of separate_, 
possibly itinerant, craftsmen who worked with the 
Group on dlis commission. The Group, based on 
lhe amended list, seems to be centred on W'inchester, 
although no example of the work of lhe craftsm.cn 
has been found in the town, and Johnston was wlSe 
to term it the 'CentraJ Southern Group' without 
speculating on a base or workshop (officina). lr is 
notable that this group's jloruil was earlitr than the 
other 4th-century groups. . 

David Jc,hns1on's Central Southern Group _snll 
• th • • bi nunor stands up to scrutin)•J dcspn?- c mcvita c 

revisions as. a result of new discovcrks and research 
(sec Cosh 2012), as has happened to all P.osculatcd 
groups. (For a sum.mat}' of the other mosiu~ groups 
identified at the time of David Johnston s work, 

S "th 1969) Clearly the mo$aics at Sparshoh, 
see • m1 • XXVII) arc 
lichen Abbas and SilcheS1er (Insula 
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by the same hand \Yhilc other attributable mosaics 
show fcwe.r affiniti;s. The same can ~ said of ~urn• 
ovarian Group mosaics, maiol)' in Dorset: Hinton 
St Mary and Frampton ore very similar to each 
other as are Fifehcad Neville and Hemsworth., but 
one ;air has few features in common with the other. 
Unlil« lhe olher groups (except the Dumovarian), 
che Central Soulhern does not rely on • lirni,ed 
range of schemes, although they •"' normally con· 
centric in narure, The guillochc is generally red> 
'grey' and white throughout - as is the case with 
[he Dumovacian mosaics further west; some moclfs 
are common to bolh groups, such as the distinc­
tive black-edged red band and form of Z-pattern. 
The Durnova.rian group also sho,\JS an adaptable 
approach to schemes, and is clearly not such e dis­
cn:tc group as. was formerly envisaged. Perhaps we 

Fig 96 Sparsholl Room 7 (p,inting by D S Neal) 

are seeing in the Ournovarian Group and th C 
Is th G . • ·•· tta ou. em roup a reglonaJ style praci· d . . . _,.. tse by 

various mnerant cruu.~men, a.nd nor a single ,n:. • 
Thi 

, d" th •11•""" . s may 1n ,cate a1 the Centra.l Southern C • 
is anot.her loosely formed ensemble and co ro?p 1 DCCIV-
ably the groups are connected. Like the Durno • 
Grou~, if th~y ,~ere a _sing)~ band of craftsmen~": 
were moovaovc in their designs, freely adapting y 
dd 

. h . s,an­
ar repertoire, t us making their work diffi. 1 

10 identify, .in contrast to most other groupg ~a: 
seem to have a more limited range and rigid us r 
schemes ~od motif!· Gi1:en that at least some ott:c 
Durnovar,an mosaics are generally considered later 
than the Central Soumem Group, the notion cha 
craftsmen moved west with their style and idiawn~ 
crasies is a real possibility. 
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Chapter 11 

Ceramic Building Material 
Rachael Seager Smith and Kayt Marter Brown 

lou-oduction 

A ,0 .. 1 or 394 pieces (294,725 g) of ceramic build­
·og m,rerial (CBM) was retained frQm the investiga­
~os in eh• J 960s and l 970s, including a number of 
compltt< tiles and bricks. Unfortunately the prov­
Cllln« of some or the retained material has subse­
qucntJy been lost, primarily due to the deterioration 
of labels over the subsequent 30 or more years. 
\Th,re feasible all context information and any addi­
ooaa1 details b&\'e been recorded, but, as this was not 
pos,il>I• fur a significant proportion of the assem­
blage, detailed consideration of key context groups 
tndlor spatial patterning could not be undertaken. 
This repor1 therefore describes and charncrerises the 
r«aioed assemblage, and highligh1$ the most salient 
p,e~. 

Mtthodology 

Individual pieces, or groups of joining fragnoenl$, 
-.re identified by t)'J)e and quantified by fragment 
c»unt and wciglu; they were assigned an indjvidual 
ffi:O<d number (RN) as a means of identification. 
'lb,re was considerable homogeneiry within the 
fabrics observed and although no detailed analysis 
or these has been undertaken, samples hsve been 
coll,acd to show the range present. The bulk of the 
~blagt comprises a fine, oxidised, slightly sandy 
fmnc wnh varying proportions of Cerruginous inclu­
:1oas and streaks ?f cream-coloured clay, although a 
lllill number of bght buff-coloured pieces were also 

i>"Senl. 
Diffi •rent types of keying present on the box flue 

aod I'<>'" • ·1 "Qsotr n cs has been noted and a selection of 
COIJ\plett and more unusual cm . .; have been photo­
~t,d, Tile thickness has also been recorded and, ~U: ~se or plain llat fragments, has been used to 

&wsh between flat tiles (probably wgr,la frog­
:") and bric~. The range of tile types present 
pg· P~sc ';KUia, 1mbrcx, ridge tiles) bessales, lydion, 
~"' .;~ ulc,, box flue and voussoir, and have been 

ll\l below by fragment count (Tabk 8). 

'/j,pe 

Tegulo 
lmbrex 
Brick 
Plain flat fragments 
Box flue 
Voussior 
Box fluc/voussior fragments 
Seml-cireul:ar 
Total 

No. Fragmenu 
132 
52 
72 
42 
2S 
21 
39 
I I 
394 

Table 8: CBM types by fragment count 

Results 

Roof rile, 

The roof ti tesJ primarily t.egula and ;mbrex, formed 
the largest category and included several complete 
pieces (Table 9). Twenry-one cur-sways were 
recorded within the retained assemblage, all simple 
venical forms, comparable to Warry's type C4 (Worry 
2006, 44), a rype assigned to the mid-2nd to mid-3rd 
cen1ury (ibid, 97). 

A range Qf signature marks were also present: 
simp1e finger•smeared concentric circles (one, lWO 

or three lines), fin,ger-smea.red Xs, combed inter­
secting ores, and incised Xs \Vert au recorded on the 
opeo end or tilts. Sigpature marks may be indicators 
of diffe,.ent tile makers, but few ore chronologiC11lly 
distinctive. The exceptions a.re the combed signa .. 
ru.rcs, whjcb are -& lace 3rd-cenrury ,phenomenon, a!i 
is combed decoration on i111brices (Warry 2006, 9 1). 
Four of the 1egula" from Sparsholt displav these signa­
tures (RNs 25, 129, 130 and 166), w~ich.comprise 
lWO combed inttrseeting 3('CS, ma.de w,th en.her a 6-, 
7- or 9-toorhed com.b. Similar examples are known 
from The Brooks, Winchester, Por1cbes1er (Cunbft'c 
J 975) and die Isle ofWight (Foot, in ~rcruve). 

Twelve imbnies had lines of corobmg, beC\~een 5 .. 
and 15•toothcd combs occurring parnllel with the 

"d d of the tile A single i111b.-.x (J 972, SF 633) 
wi est c.n • . d ing the 
had combed decoraiion on the ndge an . cross 
width of the tile, in addition t() three inctSed wa\'y 
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°"" 
c.,.., .. .-, RA lllw'I (i) ----

4,464 Tqr,t. SPI' R.,_52 
S,000 Tq,J., RN96 

SPMO "R.'-100 4.J-12 rqu1., 
Tq,J,, RSI •o S,476 
Tqul., RNl5o 6,5'1 
Tip/,, RNl5M 4,822 ,_,, R.'-40 2,536 ,_ R.'195 2,598 ,_,. RNZ02 6,400 - iu,;so 2,227 - RNS7 -2.sa, 
8-,i, RN5M 2,)20 - RN77 2,074 
Bas.JI, R.'178 2,145 - RNI02 2,514 - R.'116) 1,990 
~ R.Nl75 S,000 

Table 9· Dimcn,ions of complcrc pi«cs 

lann alons II>< lc,,-cr ~. pos,1bly a hqihly ttyhsed 
'leaf' motif, in 11> upper surface (Fig. 100). 

Three complete 1111hn w,ere r«ordcd (Table 
9), includinl one ,·ery It'll< example (6.4 Jca) "'th 
cbmcniioos 1pproxmutcJy CV.'J« the sill of the mott 
ltllndard unbra. 

A funbcr I O frapncn11 of 51mdarly l•lll• ale, were 
recorded, all m the ume fine, 1bghtly 1'1ndy OXl­

dned fabric, and frequently with combed dccora11on 
on the upper surf,..,. Brodnbl> (1987, 27) refers 10 

th<<c u rids• Din, d,.1Jncd 10 CO\~r the gap where 
the u,.,i,, mci at the apex or the roof, and lists s,m-
1br cxampl., 6vm LmJccotc, /\lchcstcr and N""­
pon (hie of W1"11). More locally, frasxnenu, from 
•urulu Dies have bC<n recorded from The Broob, 
W1nchcs1cr (Foot m uclu,~). 

Bn.lu 

In the absence of complete d1mcns1ons, briclt frag­
mcna W<rc 1dennlicd by being more than 30 mm 
tluck, ,..luch IS srea1cr than the thickness recorded 
for any of the uru/o Complete cxampl,. of the 
<malltt bncl:. l}'PCS, bet.abs, were identified, as was a 
SlncJc /yd- (Table 9), although it 11 11.1:.ely tlut more 
of th.,. types, and po,.sibly also p,J<llu, are present 
withm the amorphous brick frapnen1t. 

Fwc example, of the complete hffl..uu dispby a 
combed X on the upper surface. Three of these occur 
in an uon-rich clay (RNs 56, 57, 68), and two in the 
more common line, •hghdy undy oxid11cd fabric 
(RN, 78, 79). Combing was al10 recorded on brlcl:. 
fnsmcnu, pre,umed 10 be 6-,,a/u, m011ly X dn1sns 
but also one combed 3-hne crou pa11em (RN 1111, 
•11e D). Eridcncc of manufacture wmg a wooden 
former"'" noted oi, 1<:venl of the bnd: fragmcni. 

C.n11y~111g 

Both boa llue hie, and hollow vouuoin lwl been 
rttam.td, m addition to ■ number o( p1e-c:C'I too ,mall 

,,,.,,. (-,J IV,d/•f-) n.icA,,,,,,r""V --)8() 280 25 
l7S 280 105 21 
IOO 305 18 
420 }()() 24 
440 l05 lO 
)85 285-JIO 25 
)75 120- 175 18-20 
)72 120--170 20 
420 255--)10 
210 200 40 

200 )5 205 
193 l5 19) 
185 )8 190 
195 18 l9S 

190 200 )8 
17S -10 177 

416 275 44 

0 50 100 mm 
t w: 

Fig I 00 /mbrrx fragment with a pre-firing mcls,d 
snffi10 (drawing by S E James: 

or fngmentary 10 be clcorly assigned 10 cllh<r 
type. Some •izabt., fna,nen11 had been rewn<d­
from which d1mcn11ons could be ral:.cn, thoullh n< 
complc1c cxamplei "·er~ r~§cm 

The combed facn on the bo• lluc Dk- .,,..,urc ' 
190-200 mm "ide, displaying • combed cro".= 
round«! by combed <dgc, or, ~ commonh·. d>< 
\~rtical lmc-t or ■ •umon•Jack ·~ desJIS\, Th 
comt,,, used being 7-, 8- or 12-iooth "•neuct. s.' 
most (umplctc mc••u1ttmcnrs or• \'OU,\.00" ~;

2
, 

mm widening 10 l HO mm and 2)0 mm long ( 
mm th1cl:.1, ,.1th !Jltl1br c .. mbcd fac<1- All ir.,rncnu 
<\CCU~ m a tine •hjthtly ,andy oxidi><J fabn< 

-• 
7 
s 
s 
7 
7 
s 
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CERAM.IC BUlLDING MATERIAL 

·c roofing material 'f'he ceranu 

Pe<crW.n'l' 
• building material as$emblage compris~ 

1b< ceramic d fi ·1 • f 6oor wall., hypocaust an roo ng tt cs. full suit< o ' • . th fin 'l 11 • • 10 r~gu/al! and ,mbnces, c roo g u es 
1n addiuoonunic ridge tiles wbkh are not present 
mdud: ~itCS. The ridge tiles were pauerncd with 
on "':, ~ comb. Th• oa• example with a complete 
• l\10 • •sured 270 mm wide by 90 mm high: 
!«U<lnm•• • d f 'h 

d• "'nsions \vouJd have sune a roo wit a 
lhe!<lffi, • 'b' 'd 'lgth r 'u.st O\'Cr 30 The ,m rsca var1e m en 
:: ;,~ mm 10 375 mm compared to an average 

g1h of fmbrius across the country of 400 mm. The 
~-length Sp•rsholt imbrias could have matched 
lh< !<ngtl» of some of the shoner ttgulae (after allow­
ing for overlaps) but there was no match for the 
$honer ones which means that they must have been 

1 of step with the ~g11la, when placed on the roof._ 
ou Jigv/a, may be discinguished by the fo_rms of their 
lower cut-aways which we.re used to assist the over ... 
i,pping of the tiles on a roof (Warry 2006). Only 
,wo fonns were present in the Sparsholt assemblage 
(Types 5 and 7). The Type Horms part of the Group 
c cut-away family and cyp1cally daces to the m1d-
2nd 10 mid-3rd cenruries, although it can be found 
in earlier comexls in major urban locations. Type 7 
~ a rtgional form which only appears in Hampshire 
in the later 3rd and 4th centuries. It is a derivative of 
the Type I, Group D form found in the rest of the 
counuy with which it either runs in parallel or, more 
probably, follows on from. The siies of the Sparsholt 

length (mm) 

1jpe5 
Sparsholt 440? 
National average 416 

1yp, 7 
Spmbol1 largest 398 
Spanholt smallesi 375 

Table 10: Sparshol, ,egu/a, dimensions 

123 
regulae arc $howa in Table 10. The 11 5 . 
corn a d th • ypc tegu/a is P re to e oaoonal avenge but lhcrf is onl 
one other recorded complete Type 7 le/fll! (fr Y 
Crool<hom) whose size falls between the I a om 
smallest from Sparsholt. nrgest and 

Unfortunately very Hnle comcxtual information 
on <be t<g,d<:• hos survived <he passage of time. Table 
11 summanses all lhc darn that can be reconstructed 
b~t even then not all the entries ate completely cer­
tain. F~rtuo_ately_ th~sc .limited records point in the 
same. direct10n, m_d,caung <hat the Type 5 reg,,lac 
were mcorporated into a hearth integral with the wall 
of AB U and thus comemporary with its consLruc­
tio?, whilst 1be 'Type 7 reg,Ja, (and the residual Type 
5 aJe 156) were primarily part of another hearth fea­
ture placed against an outside waU of this building 
but with no excavation evidence to show whether the 
feature was contemporary with the building or not. 

It seems probable Iha, the Type 5 ug,,la, oame 
from the demolition of AB I which was below AB a 
and were incorporated into this second building. This 
fits very well with dating of this regula form. Type 7 
tegulae were presumably used on the roof of the ne,v 
building wnich would suggest construction in the. 
first half of the 4th century. However, stone tiles were 
also reeoverred in the excavation and these wouJd 
typically be 3rd- or 4th-cenrury in date. le is there­
fore possible <hat stone tiles were used oo the roof 
of <he latest 'building with the ceramic tiles placed on 
a portico (or vice versa). Brading villa on the Isle of 
\Vight similarly has two main phases of ceramic riles 
and one of cStone tiles and at Illar site the best inter-

Upper Breadth (mm) Lm«r Bread1l, (mm) 

3 15? 300 
317 306 

308 305 
295 284 

WimyNo. Cut•"""l)I '.lype Conu:.xl r'nfonnatUm 
100 
IOI 
130 
135 
140 
156 
157 
158 

1901 
1902 
19 I I? 
1918 
1921 
1923 
1924 
1925 
3503 

3504 

Tabl• 11: Con1ex(IJal dara 

7 
(7) 
7 
7 
5 
5 
7 
7 
5 

5 

SPAAG Aisled Building Wmortary layer 

SPFPD Aisled Building Wdcmolition rubble by bath house 
Teguln I, Trench 28', hearth tile feature 
SPLKE Pit XX, Layer 7 
Trench 28, hearch tile fearure 
Trench 28 hearth tile feature 
Tegula, Trench 28, hearth tile feature Jld' 
Trench 84, tile incorporoted into perimeter/Aisled Bu ing 

waJI • /Aisl d Building Trench B4, tlle incorporated into perimeter e 
wall 
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prc(auon is that the stone tiles \\.,.ere employed in a 
3rd--ccntury building phase thai lny t,eiween the 2nd 
century (Type 6 1,-g,,111,) and the 4'? century (Type 
7 ugula,) (Worry 2013). Thus consideraoon sho'.tld 
olso be given ro the possibility thar the •wne ol~ 
derived from u ditTeren1 building {or that the ccrnJDJc 
riles came from a different buildiag). 

The smooth undersides also require explanotion 
as these would not have been easily achieved WJth 
the conventional manufacturing method where th 
underside_ i_s. ne~er accessible u~ril the tile is df}~ 
One poss1bil11y ,s thnt the stacking frame was u"d 
ro inven the t.iJe thereby exposing the underside and 
allowms it to be smooth\:d. Indeed it is possible Iha, 
the frame was designed so that it sat between the 
flanges of pairs of stacked tiles, the lower one being 
the correct way up and the upper inverted. This 
would be consistent with all of the tiles sl1owing evi­
dence of the frame between the flanges whereas only 
half would hove bad this evidence if the upper tiles 
had not been inverted. As all the teg11ltu h3d smooth 
undersides one has to assume that all of them were 
inverred and tl1en half returned to the uprighr posi­
tion before the second tile was placed on top, How­
ever, whilst this provides an explanation for how the 
flange marks and smooth undersides mighr ha1·e 
been produced it does not provide a rationnlisation 
for why smooth undersides were considered neccs. 
sary in the first place. 

'Jj,pe 5 1egulae 

The Typi;: 5 c.:gulae were unusual in having an i~tru ... 
sion imo t.heir flanges and s.moorh undersides. 
These. Mguloe would ha\'C bee:n produced in upright 
four-sided moulds. The wenish clay wou!d have 
been placed into the mould and lircrnlly punehcd 
into the corners and against the sides to ensure lhe 
mould was fully ftlled. This process docs not tend ro 
produce smooth under$ides to the resulting U1f11la• 
unJess some further finishing is undertaken a fccr the 
tile has been removed from the mould. The flanges 
we.re formed by cutting out the cenrre or the rile wirh 
a ,virc, using the i:Dds of the mould as a former, a.nd 
the re,sulting flanges were lhen smoothed by running 
hands down th•ir length (Warry 2006, 28-34). 
However, the Sparsholt riles then appear to ha,·e 
had some sort of frame inserted between the flanges 
after they had been formed. The frame was probably 
insened from the upper (wider) end of the tile and 
pushed down to a point just short of the lower cuta­
way (Fig. I0J). Th.is has resulted in a smnU bulge in 
the flange of surplus clay beyond the point where the 
frame finishes whkh would not have occurred if the: 
frame had been placed vertically down onto the rile. 

fo toral seven 'Type 5 1egulaq were i:ecovered of 
which four had complete lower breadths and e-ach of 
these measured JOO mm across. 1n fact the dimen­
sions of all lhe Type 5 1Blf11la, arc so similar thnt it 
seems likely chat they came from a single mould 
(which would suggest just a single phase of supply ro 
Spar.;holt of this ugula cypc). The positioning of the 
frame was 31so consistent, with au but one riJe having 
the frame positioned 80 mm from the bottom of the 
tile S:nd, again with one exception, rhe frame wa,s 
neetly centred between the flanges. Evidence for such 
a frame has not been encountered on any other site 
and tbex:e can be no ccrtaincy about its use; the most 
likely explanation is that ir was to aHow the riles to be 
stacked on top of each ot.ber during t.be drying pro­
cess. The majority of tile producers of this period left 
their tiles ourside to dry for roughly a week before 
Ibey were hard enough to be turned as evidenced by 
the frequent animal footprints found on tiles. There 
are no footprinrs on the Sparsholt tiles (albeit only 
s~veo cdcs have survived} which indkac.cs char these 
oles could have been dried in a workshop where 
space would h_ave been at a premfom, resulting ln the 
need for the tiles to be sracked oo top of each other. 
Th.1s occurred at Liss (on the easiem edge of Homp­
shire) but here ~e tiles were stacked directly on top 
of eac.b other wahout an intervening frarne and as 
a result a number of the tiles were distorted (Worry 2008). 

1:;/M 7 tegulae 

In the Jarer 3rd century some tile makers switched 
from upright four-sided moulds ro invcrred moulds 
which were a more cffic-ient method or forming 
tiJes, albeit the moulds woard have t-aken more time 
ro make (Warry 2006, 28-34). The Type I «gu­
lac from Group D can be made in either upright or 
inverted moulds but the "Iypc 7 which derives from 
the Type I has only ever been observed with inverted 
mould mgnufoerure {as ar Sparsholt). Normally the 
lower cur .. away of a ugula was formed by removing 
parr of the corner of the tile but leaving the inside 
of the flange unaffected, thereby maimaining rhe 
imegrity of the barrier preventing rain water gening 
bene:uh the tiles as it ran down the roof. In invcned 
bQx manufaclure the lower cm-away is fonned 
by inserting a wooden block imo the corner of lhe 
mould, thus creating the gap in the clay that becomes 
the cut-away. Through rime, the thickness of the 
block used for IYP" I manufacture was gradually 
increased, thereby reducing the remaioing thickness 
of the flange until ultimately the block replaced the 
flange entirely to create the Type 7 cut-away. Figure 
I 02 shows the process: the left-hand ciJe still has • 
residual clement of the flange adjacent ro the cut­
away presenr but in the right•hand tile that part of 
the flange is completely r1bsent. 

Several S1tt:s have examples of ugulaa shoufing the 
srnges of this evolulion but fr is parricuJad)' s.rark _ar 
Brading villa on the Isle ofWlght. Here tiles with dif­
ferent degrees of flnngc l.bickncss adjacent to the cut­
away appear at discrete locations on the she thertbY 
demoosrracing phases or development al di~ercn~ 
times,, almost ccrcaioJy following the: evoluuooat)f 
path described above (Warry 2013). AU but one 0 

the Type 7 r,gu/ae at Sparsholt arc in the final fo: 
which could itugges1 1ha1 there may be u hund 
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F"rg 101 Type 5 1<g,ila showing inserts into flange 
(Pllorogrnph P Warry) 

,.,rs S<paration between the original supply of the 
T)i'< S ttgul~• and the subsequem Type 7 1<gr1/ae. 

Derailed measuremenr of reg11/ae Clln be used to dif­
fcmiriate the moulds from wh.ich they were produced. 
Sud! an exercise 1Vi11 be affected both by differential 
sbnnkagc in firing caused by slightly different consis­
tmcics in the clay and dill'erenr tcml"'rarures in the 
kiln. It will also be affected by measurement error, 
no doubr some of it human error, but mainly due to 
"" dillicull}' of giving a precise quantity ro an object 
wbcre lhe edges may be rounded and non-uniform. 
As • rosuh one should cxpecr a tolerance band of at 
l<ast ± 2 mm on every measurement. Despite this 
difficulty, when the measurements of indjvidua1 
al<s 11tt plotted on a scatter-diagram a surprising 
•mount of differentiation is possible. The validity of 
mis approach has been demonstrated on a number of 
sues where different groupings on the scatter-diagram 
has< iallied nearly with differenr characteristics of the 
lilos qr physical locations on sire (for example, see 
Wmy201o;Warry 201J). 

Figure 103 plots the flange heighr against the 
flange Width for all the Type 7 ug,1/ac at Sparsholt 
:;'4 lhesc have !hen been grouped by cue-away 
... ~&th- h can be seen, with the odd exception, that •Kn ... d' • 0 "6e 1mens1ons for different cut-away lengths 
r•p reasonably well together. As the cut-away 

•&th ":as determined by the size of the blocks 
~'.~ lnt~ lhe mould one would e~pect little vari-

Q m this Other than the unavoidable measure-
ment •na=racy •-d d"ffi • . . . 
\0 the: raet ';"'" . 1 erenual shnnkage m finng, 
be "1oci Iha, ~1flhtnt cue-away lengths appear to 
10 lled with d1ffere.nt flange sizes would tend 
..... ~

st lhat they were made in diff'etcnt moulds 
"llS «>nelus • . • 
the r, •on 1s reinforced by the observations of 
,.,.: 'r,g,Ja, for which we have complete measure-

• •he ove,aU ,·1- •. th -ai.10t1a cd . 1 c size at chese sizes are also 1 Wilh the CUt•away lengt11s (Table 12). 
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Fig J 02 Left, cut-away with <esidual flange remain­
ing; nghc, flange absent (Photograph P\'Uarry) 

Sp■.-.hoitT7 

so -
. 

- - - --
• • • • 

•• • • • • 

• 
35 ~ 

30 
10 " 30 

Fig 103 Flange dimensions grouped by cur-awoy 
lengths 

Many r.:gulae carry signatures which in most 
civHiaa tile works are normally stmi'"'<!ircular mark­
ings made at the bouom of the tile when we, using 
one 6r more fingers. These signatures are best inter­
preted as !be tile maker identifying his work. Ao can 
be seen from Table 12, the signatures arc strangly 
correlated with the bypothecated mould sizes; thus 
the 35-45 mm cur-away group have either distinc­
tive inr<:rsecti.ng semi-circle combed si!!"a1ures (~C) 
or a cross (X) made with a finger, neither of which 
arc found on other tiles. The large cut-a\V8y group 
(53-57 mm) have no signatures and the oth_cr rwo 

• il • rcs pnmanlv cut-aY.iay groups have s.rm sr s1~natu , ~ 
comprising • cross within a sub-cJmJ.lar form (BX). 
The signatures reinforce the view that tbesc ugulat.· 
were ,producod in -at least four djf'f'ercnc moulds and 
as there are at Jeast three different signatureS present 
th. ,. =-"erence is thot there were at least thre~ differe~.~ 

• w" B • 'sb tile worM tile makers. A typical Romano- ntl 
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0 

0 
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♦ Sparsholl 

• Crookhom 

A Graleley/Houghtool 

laUss 

x Brading , 

Flange w idlh (mm) 

Fig I 04 and I 05 Size distributions ofType 7 cegulae from all recorded sites 

seems to have employed arouod half a dozen p,,oplc, 
only one of whom was involved in the tile makiog 
with the ren gathering wood and preparing clay 
(Warry 2012, 52--6). So are the distinct signatures on 
the Spa,.holt tiles the product of an uousually latge 
tile works supparting at least three tile mak:c.rs or 
were they produced by several generations of succes-­
slve tile makers at a sta.ndard•sized kilo? 

To explore this further we need to consider rhe 
supply of Type 7 t,gulae more widely. Figures 104 
and I 05 plot all the recorded Type 7 u,gu/ae from 
sites in Hampshire, firsi with ftangc height against 
cut-away length and then flange height against flange 
width. Both charts show that the Brading size dis­
tribution is distinct from the otheo but none of the 
olher sites is a perfccr match for Sparsholt, with per­
haps_ Crookhom coming ·closest Crook.horn lies just 
ours1dc Portsmouth and is the site of ao early 4r.h­
cemury kiln which could potentially have supplied 
Sparshoh by road or possibly by sea. There arc only 

twO near-complete Type 7 ceg1Jltu from ~rookho_m, 
one of which bas the unusual combed mtcrsccMg 
semi-circle signature (RC) similar to the ones at 
Sparsholt but which bas nor been observed on any 
other site. The dimensions of this ug,,la are a cloSc 
match to the 35--45 mm cut-away length group 81 

Sparsholt with the combed sigruuures. However, 
none of Sparsholt signatures were made with the 
same 6-roothed comb used at Crool\horn and all of 
the Sparsholt Type 7 14gu/ae are bright orange-red 
whereas the Crookhorn tegula• arc drab orange­
crcam~ Moreover lhe second near complete up/a 
from Crookhorn ~vhich is dime.nsiooally similar has 
no signature, a feature which only occurs at Spar­
sholt on ttgu/ae wilh the longest cut-away lengths, 
Thus it appears that although similar produc~oo 
methods and signatures wett employed, the_,w9 sit~; 
were not otherwise linked. Fabric analysis wou 
provide further ve.rificacion, bur this ha.s not been 
undcrrakcn. 

.. 
!I 
11 

llrSpmho/r 
:a6,d,ole, 

D>:illmd 
• I llildi l&r 

"""lblcoct 
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127 - Flong4 Cm-away Cui.away Upper Signmure Owra/1 fwngl 
,uidth rype le11xrJ1 cw-a~ lengfh 0.-.11 Mght leng1/1 btcad1'1 - 13 7 27 40 BX 379 4,1 

7 30 40 300 43 13 
368 

40 22 7 30 
BX 

14 7 32 46 B 375 44 
295 41 14 7 32 

37 22 7 33 50 BX 398 308 
37 25 7 35 BX 

46 20 7 35 RC 
41 19 7 37 RC 
41 17 7 37 RC 
42 22 7 40 36 X 386 

15 7 40 RC 
48 16 7 40 45 X 387 302 
40 17 7 45 RC 

42 18 7 53 0 
43 17 7 56 
42 17 7 57 0 

'liblc 12: Size analysis of all SparsholtType 7 tegulae 

Th~ sugges~ that Sparsholc was supplied from 4ch centuries, AD and is closely correlaced with the 
11:DOtber, as yet unidentified, tile works which, judging adoption of ;nveried box mould manufacture. The 
by lh• number of moulds a.nd signatures in con- combed signatures a1 Spmholt and Crook.born and 
1mporary use, was a much larger operation chan others at Brading which are similar but nor identical 
nonnal. The complete absence of impressions of to ones at SparshoJt suggests chat., alongside the use 
arumal feec on these riles shows that che tegr,la• must of the Type 7 cut-away, local tile makers also created 
Ju<, been dried in an enclosed building racher chan new signature forms. It would be interesting to know 
laid outside, very probably in an integrated workshop whether this was simply fashion or whether ir refteccs 
'lilh drying space and stoke bole which appears to tile makers moving between sites or possibly even 
ha"" become a common arrangement in the 3rd and common ownership. 



Chapter 12 

The Wall Plaster 

Introduction by Nick Sw«llcy 

The wall pJosu:r has been examined on seve.ra J differ­
ent occasions. The most comprehensive study wa.s by 
Susan SC</n (completed in November 1971), which 
resulted in a provisional report containing general 
information about the maLcrial, jr, addition to details 
about the types 9( plaster from indjviduaJ rooms. h 
does not include the plaster recovered in 1972 or 
1985. The author also inrendod ro updare her report 
after checking the: provenance of certain pieces, but 
the archi\'e does noc contain a revised report and 
ther~ is no mention of work commencing on it. 
Despite these omissions,. the information is consid­
er,d valuable and ir has been decided to reproduce 
the general section and the descriptions of rooms 
where the provenance of the material is secul'e. The 
absence of attribution of plaster to a parricula..r room 
does not mean thal room did noc produce ,vall plas­
ter; Scott may have had doubts over the provenance 
of the plaster and consequently omined it. 

A number of pieces of wall plaster were restored 
from fragments by Dr Norman Davey and are 
accompanied by photographs and drawings in Davey 
and Ling's ( 1982} monograph on wall painting in 
Roman Britain. The pieces are: 

AB I, painted imjrntion of a mosaic border (Davey 
& Ling catalogue No. 35) 

Ma.in House, Room 7, two pieces belonging to an 
uppe... part of a fawn-coloured dado (Davey & Ling 
catalogue No. 36) 

AB 11 (Bath$), (a} arch with part of the supporting 
wall or jamb from doorway leading into Baths; (b) 
part of the jamb of n doorway between Rooms 17 
and 18 depicting the bust of a female (Davey & Ling 
coialoguc No. 37). 

Four samples of wall plaster were submitted ro 
RSK Environment Ltd (Hemcl Hempsread) (batch 
nu_mber 1_2587). for scientific analysis. Perrogrophy 
us.mg opu~J microscopy, augmented by scanning 
electron nucro.copy (SEM) wilb in-built microanal­
ysis, was performed. 

Wall plaster (provisional report) by S11so1t Sum 

Gcnt!ra.l points 

Most of the painted design is in good condition and 
can be divided into two typ(.."S: grey plaster recovered 
chiefly from the Main House and the west end of AB 
II and a pink plaster found at the casr end of AB II. 
The larrer may be • layer applied to the top of the 
grey, usually 1.3 cm lhick, or may be entirely pink. 

The grey plaster contains flint grir and chalk> usu .. 
ally in small fragmenrs, but in some cases larger 
lwnps. The plaster is hard, does not crumble easily 
and usually has n good smooth surface to which the 
paint was applied. Many pieces of gr,y plaster have 
a \.'Cry thin white la_yer beneath the paint, whkh may 
have been intended as a primer on the bare wall. It 
does not appear that lhe paint on these pieces was 
more durable, nor that the finished surface was any 
better. 

The pink plaster contains flint grit, chalk and 
crushed brick. The surface is not u.sually as smooth 
as the grey pla,ster and sometimes a thin (approxi­
mately I mm) layer of fine white plaster is applied 
on top. This docs not last so well and easily flakes 
off when the plascer is handled. Most plaSter from 
Rooms 17a-b (AB II) is of this cype, although 
plaster from Room 18 (AB 11) has the design painted 
straight onto the base plaster and the design is thus 
bencr preser\.'ed. Some pieces have lWO layc:rs of pink. 
plaster, a lighrer-coloured lay<r on top of a darker 
one. One layer does nor opp<:ar finer than the other. 

ln addjcion to these main types., a few pieces were 
found which do not fit into either category, For 
example, pieces of bright salmon-pink plaster with 
large pieces of brick in rhe fabric. On one piece, 
grey plaster covers the broke.n edges; it is possibly 
from the earlier bath house but was re-used in the 
larer scrucrure. Very fow piece$ were found and they 
are crumbly. In Rooms l 7a-b evidence was fou~d 
of plaster being re-used as building mate.rial. Also in 

Room 17b -a ijgbr plaster with an aerated nppea~c• 
was found as well as a curved piece of fight whmsh 
plusrcr, thickness 3.01- 3.66 cm. 

The thickness of the plMtcr va.ries consid~rably; 
some pieces us thick as 6.99 cm were found with no 
brick impressions on the back, but m0$t pieces MC 
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THll WAU_ PLASTER 

,,7 i1nd 2.54 cm. rn I.be case ofn.ny mould-
1,<owcn 

1 •• .. encirel)' of gr<:y plaster, entirely of theSe mav (I'.;; • 

~' 1 ·of pink over an already moulded piece 
pllU' or •;)'e~e back of a probable fiUet moulding 
ol gr<)'• n ts bntchin=. ls it possible that the fillet 
.i.. are cros • 0.... . 
••"' I led independently and then cemented into 
•'"' m•~ :i,, wall? Many different kinds of mould­
plll«w~ found, both angles ond curves, painted and 
o>P . ., Some roouldlngs of rough heavy plaster 
UJlMUll«>- • d 
. '"' . n sucfacc - some pa1nte , some no1 -

wirh uncic • l' k I th • teresring problem as 1t seems u.n I e y at 
_,.,, in .•• 'h -L •~·- . Id havt been used in conruncnon ,~it we 
rh<Y ~•u 11 

h well-finished plaster from the wa s. 
nnOOI f th • • th The surface of most o c pieces 1s very sm~ , 

m,. have uneven grooves on them, possibly 
M~• . 8 . 
crowd mark$. Some pieces from Room J , 11;amly 

·,1 have • definite ridged appearance as ,f fin-picton , • 
ished by a shallow comb. . 

Tht p.3int used on most of the pieces see?1s. to be 
rhc !illme, gMng a very dense Rat col_our, sumlar to 

dlild"s powder colour. The surface ,s always matt. 
~olours arc, predominantly 'earth' colours: red and 
)~il<>w ochm of various shades and a dull bluish­
gr,:m. Plenty of white was used frequently as either 
"wash line or a lhick line over a join of rwo colours. 
\\:I) llnle black is used and then as only an occa­
sional motif, or line in a border, or in a piccure. Sepia 
is mor(' often used when a dark colour is required. 
8111< is used infrequently, but was found in the Main 
HolJlt: a link in Room 7, and cwo or three pieces 
from Room 4, while Room 18 (AB JI) produ~-ed 
~ pictorial piecc:s. 

,\lost or the colours can be mi,ed from a very 
.m:cricted palette, using red and yellow ochre, white, 
Wuamarine and medium green. The blue paint is 
Wlusual: in some fostances it has a thick curdled 
ippcarancc, whcr.: lhere is a base of thick white paint 
•·ith powdered blue mixed in but not dissolved, or 
dst it ha, a gritty texture. There are also some plain 
man pieces, so the two variarfons would appear ,o be 
ddiber31e designs. In some piece$ the pink also has a 
gritty 'PP<"'.rance. 

Some of the colours a.re generally less worn than 
•lhe!'tj White was panicularly durable, followed 
by the various pinks and reds. Greens are the most 
worn. 

The majority of the designs are painted rather 
ruughty, the joins are inexact often overlapping, or 
llOtlllJltching in places .. In one place a drip bad been 
roughly brushed away. Most lines seem to have been 
done with one stroke of the brush. 11tete are, bow-
t'\"tr some • . ' txcepoons where lhc lines are carefuJly pauu«I. 

~re is little redecoration in any of the rooms. 
• 

1 
of• different colour docs appear beneath some 

PIO<ts, but this is usually where a base colour is 1PPlied first "th · . tioos "" I.be design followrng later. Exeep-
-.. n.rc: two pieces where \.•eHow shows beneath .. \lCn on • ~ 
tnd thr e ?1ece where yellow shows beneath red, 
"""1p~• J><.ces with pink b.!neath gteen. All these 
..,_ . <nve from Room 7 (Main House) where: -._,. p1ec.es • 

With no rrace of redecoration were 
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found_ So~e pieces, all from Room 18 al~o 
s11:ns or different colours or designs ~neath h:c 
pamc, but these arc the exceptions Two • _ fi c 
Ro_?m 11 (Main House) also sh~ sigr,;;;~ed;: 
ranon and may represent a Ch""'8 f , 
., '"--'-'COp\anonl,,he 

artists pan or were designs which were re la ed 
because they were worn. P 0 

ludividua/ l'O'OltU 

Main Bouse 

Room 2: Relatively little plaster, but it is of a distinct 
type. The colours wbite1 red ochre, dark green, 
saffron rnsrbled red and whit~ arc found. There was 
probably a dado of saffron marbled red and white 
and trowel marks show on these pieces; it may have 
been carelessly done as it was in a difficult to reach 
place or 001 easily seen. Bands of red ochre and dark 
green with white Jines cover the joins. There arc some 
panel pieces in shades of pinkish-buff linked 10 a pale 
green. 

Roo,n 4: The colours are mauve, marbled green 
white and red, while, saffron, red ochre and dark 
green. The ':"arbled plaster probably formed a dado, 
although I.bis colour dado was also found in Room 
7, so these pieces may have come from there. ,\tf.ost 
of the piecc.s arc ordinary grey plas«r \lith a fine 
white limey layer beneath the paint. There are few 
parcerncd pieces, but tbc.y display a precise design 
ond are of a very good plaster. Border patterns of red 
ochre, pink, saffron and white and cream buff and 
white. Also found was a dark red moulding of 150', 
but this matc-hes I.be mouldings found in Room 7, so 
ii may have derived from there. 

Room 5: There was very little plaster and the 
colours- are red ochre, dark pink, white and saffron. 
Mauve marbled red and white we.re also found. 

Room 7: All the plaster from this room is in 
fairly good condition (see also Davey & Ling I 982, 
46). The paint is well preserved: white is usually in 
the b.!sr co.ndition, red ochres and yellows generally 
good, \vhite: green is in a poorer srate. Very linle blue 
is found. The scheme is ma.inly earth colours> Gnd 
red ochres in various cones predominate. Decoro.lion 
seems 10 b.! mainly pattern and border. Angles of 
l40°, 90°, 80°, 45° and 40° were found. Angh~eshrnea• 
suted at 140° make o. nine-sided figure, w 1c mny 
hove formed a cciJing panel, but it is difficult ro mca• 
sure these angles accurately because the design in all 
cases is roughly painted. Pieces of moulding (l 50°) 
were also found. Panels seem rn h:we only. hnes a~d 
crossed lines as decor:uion. On.ly a few pieces '~! 
circles anC:i curves were found. There wns a marb e 
dado in some pi.aces mauve:, in some pink, and :3 

pink ;,,ouldcd fillet join,-d the mosaic floor. There arc 
some pieces where another colour shows bcoe.ath the 

gh ••est complete rcdeco-rop coat, buc not enou to su,e,::, · • 

ration. • t affron 
Roorn 8: This room was predommant Y s 

and red ochre:. A dodo of .atrron marbled_ ~~da~d 
h 'te Lh ·n bands of red ochre and oaffron 101 . dy 

,v 1 , ...-: th' y have cons1stc a whice line. The panel above is ma 
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of t.tuc.k lines of r,cd on saffron. Also some p:ie.ces of 
greyish-pink and mauve. 

Room 9: Very litde plaster, but there ,va.s prob­
ably a dado of satfron marbled white nn_d red. Other 
colours found are white and red ochre wath red ochre 
moulding$ also pink fillet similar to those found in 
Room 7. These pieces have cross hatchjngs on the 
back, which seems unusual. 

Room I 1: Good-quality grey plaster. Ondo of 
,•eltow marbled redt white nnd sepia. Other .colours 
~re predominantly red ochre nnd white. Red ochre 
comes above dado joined by white wash line. Pat­
terned pieces are present; some have a coloured line 
on \Vhite,. on others, generally worn pieces, the design 
is imprecise, but may be shading on a picture. One 
large piece of border with red ochre, white a.nd two 
shades <>f green is similar to pieces from Room 18. Jt 
also has a Jayer of pink plaster over the grey plaster 
which is not found anywhere else in this building, so 
it probably origina,ed from All U. 

Aisled Building ll (west end) 

Roo·m 12: Very little plaster was recovered and no 
paucmcd pieces were. found. The main colours 
were white, red ochre, turquoise, and also unpainted 
pieces. 

Room 13: Small quantity of hard grey plaster. 
Colours are predo·minandy white, red ochre and 
marbled saffron. It probably bad a dado of saffron, 
which has an uneven surface a.nd a coarse fabric con­
taining large lumps of chalk. Above this are bands of 
white and then red ochre. Two pieces display parts of 
a circle in red ochre on a white ground. 

Room 14: The colours arc as Room 13. Once 
again a dado is present, probably saffron, marbled 
red and white with bands of red ochre, white and saf­
fron above it. Red ochre mouldings arc also found 
at an angle of I 50°. One piece of bright pink plaster 
was found unlike any other type identified: it bad 
ttaces of mortar on the broken edges so it could pos­
sibly have lxeo used in rebuilding. 

Aisled Building D (east end) 

Roo,n 15: Plaster was found that shows some green 
and white paint with on interesting smaU whee1-cype 
pauern, plus some pieces of rough moulding, painted 
white with red ochre lines. 

Room 17a (Baths): A lot of plaster was recovered 
from this room and all of ir exhibirs a layer <>f pink 
plaster. On the whole the paint is in POOr condition. 
The colours are predominantly pink and red ochre. 
Many cone.ave pieces were found, curved in one or 
two directions, suggesting th~t the domed ceiling 
and ap~e were painted pink. Other colours p.rcsenc 
arc wh1tc, saffron, dark green and white wit.h saf­
fron lines. :\.1.any pieces of moulding were also found 
bot.h painted aad ~npainccd and including ::mgl~ 
and curves. Some p,eecs of very crumbly pink plaster 
were recovered, quite different in fabric to the usual 

plaster. This room may have hnd a marble veneer in 
addition to the painted plaster. 

Room I 7b (Baths): The plaster is as Room 17a 
except that it has a thin 'limey' layer or plastc; 
beneath the paint. This is very loose and much of the 
design b3S disappeared. There we.re enormous qua

0 
.. 

tities of white plaster from this room, some with a 
double curve, so presumably lhc ceiling in this room 
was white. Oth.et colours arc ma.inly shades of yellow 
and red ochre. The design appears to be stripes and 
bands of yellow, in places on white crossing. The 
joins are sometimes decorated with circJcs of another 
colour and there are many curved and angled pieces. 

Room 18 (Baths): All the plaster from this room 
has a layer of opus signinum, which varies in thickness; 
on one moulded piece it is almost 2.54: cm thick 
behind the Hat surface. At one point the plaster is 
6.35 cm thick and very heavy. A tile imprint appear,; 
on the back of one unpainted piece. 

Petrographic examination of wall plaster 
samples by Ian Sims 

Four Roman wall plaster samples were recei,"Cd by 
RSK Environment Ltd, at ir. Hemel Hempstead 
office (Table 13). A summary of the procedures and 
results are presented below; the full laboratory report 
is held in the Sparsbolt site archive. 

Visual and opti'c.al microscopy 

Each plaster sample was examined, variously using 
the unaided eye and optical miCTOscopy, including 
the inSpcction of thin-sections under a high-power 
petrological microscope, following the methods 
given for concrete in ASTM C856-I I (standard 
practice for the petrographic e~amination of hard­
ened concrete, American Society for Testing and 
Materials, \Vest Conshobocken, Pennsylvania, USA). 
Toin ... section specimens were prepared to include the 
full thickness of each sample, including the painted 
outer surface. 

Scanuing elecmm microscopy and microanalysis 

A portion from caeh plaster sample, including the 
full thicl<ness and its painted surface, was subjected 
to further examination at higher magnjfication using 
scanning electron mkroscopy, with un attached 
EDX miCTOanalysis facility. This ,VQrk was under­
taken by specialist consulranr, Nick Winter, ofWHD 
Microanalysis Consultants Ltd. 

Resulrs 

The methods and findings of the visual and optical 
microscopical examinations arc detailed in che RSK 
certificates (archive report). The methods and find· 
ings of the scanning electron m.icroscopical cxamma­
tions and microanalyses are g:iven in the WH D repon 
(archiv., report). 
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SJ,np/l n•/.'J¥1tct ·IJ,,,,.J <kt,,ilJ 
A1-.~"' --~ Chen, BurlJmg Room Note 
r«ntltd (mn,) - .-Al :\ Alli ~I, Earli~t •truc:turc 70 x SOxs 

on IIC 8 All II 17118 1:~";; A1 Rcplae<d AB I H2 X 65 X 10 1zs.,; Al C .\tarn I tou« 7 Roomwnhm. 83 x 6S x 35 
mo :11c 

IZS>i M I) .\iain llou>< l Lo1<r add1bon tu <lo>< SS x 30 
Hou\.C 

;;;; J. Sample rccoi,-cd 

s-,plt 
US~' Rmldmt, Jwo,,, Maurl11ndn All]{rtl(,JU. F,IJ,r o,,,.rJ, f\m,r RSIU 
Oittll 

Al I A AB 126 carbonat<d hmo flint & quartz tncc of ?hydrated hmC"a,h, (2 C<>IIS) J.aOd + manor sweat< & rcpaittd o•·crlain by iron-
brick & lr.m-,.tone prt-pa1nting PISlllCnt<d red {incl. chalk) surface defect 

A2 8 A8ll17•18 carbonated ltmc cru<hcJ bnck + tn« of hydra1<d 
limcwash 

one ,oat of 
(I C\'at) minor hma1onc ,ihc1tc: po)sib1c deteriorated 

&quara lunebrick luncwa,b 
pozzolanic 
ttacuon 

"3 C .\lau, House 7 carbonated ltme ftmt & quartz halr rtrnfon:cmtnt l\\-0 COlb of 
(2 COll>) sand+ manor & bme IIP'C hmcwa~h 

bnck bctwem coau> 
.,~ 0 .\ui., Ho= 3 carbona1ed lame flint & quartt Inlet of hydra1cd two coa1s of 

(2 co•ts) und + manor ·,1hcatc: pou1bk hmni-a.h 
brick & limht<.>nc hmcbrick 

Tl!>lc 14 Summari of tt<ult. 

s-,,, of finJ,.,, (Tabh 14) 

l\r bir nil rla>t<r sample. each compn,cd 
Clltx-n-1tcJ lime blndcr, wnh an outer surfa~ coated 
"r>m!ed •1th hmcv.-a.b. 

S....p1,,1 (Room 26,AB I) was 8 mm thick, com­
Pll\1nc "'" coats or hmc:W>J plaster, with a minor 
~ bnct content. nic pla,ccr ,urfact- had been 
"l'w-ed P<K>r to P••nung w,th two coat, of hme­
">111, tb, fini bang •·lure and the .. cond of which 
'"'l., '""1-1>111111ent<d and red in colour. 

"'"'°B(Roc,m 17, 18,AB II) "h 10 mm thick, 
~ • •maJe coat of pinlti,,h hmc pl3'tcr "ith 
d <TII~ brick •1WCa.i1e and <Orne a-idcn« 
pi, 

1 
.....,i,i, P0uolan1t hmc•bnck rcacuon. The 

~~llh,bncJ a detcriontcd <in~lc coat of 

pozzolaruc 
reaction & 
repaired 

pre-pamnna 
,urfacc defect 

Somf>I• C Room 7, .\lain H<>=) wa< 35 mm 
thick, comprisinJ rwo c,1at) of hmc ,.,,nd r,I.Htcr, \\1~ 
a manor brick content and wmc hair ttinforccmcnc, 
then, wa, .,,dmcc, of a omc lapoc bc-.:n the "'" 
coai apphcarion,. The pJ3s1cr ,urfatc had two coats 
of whnc hmC\\."3,h. 

Sompl, D (Room l, .\iam Hou.c, later addnr<>n) 
wa, JO mm thick, rompnsin1 "'" coois of lune .and 
plat.1cr with a minor bnck con1cn1 anJ ~ C\l'­

dcncc 'of • ~~iblc pozzolanic hme-bnck rcac~ 
non The plaster 1urtacc haJ bttn rcparmi rn<•r to 

painting with N-"O coa11 of" hu~ l1mcv..-a~h ~J . ~ 
Furth« composinonal d,iail cuuld I"". l 

obtained h)· ct,cmical ,n.aJy,11 for ,olublc- ;'~• and 
more atiau,ri"-e scannmg cle!'cuon nua"O't,Cl Pl• 



Chapter 13 

Analysis of Concrete and 
Mortar Samples 

by Ian Sims (written in 1975) 

Summary 

Various samples from Sparsholt Roman Villa were 
exan1ined, seven of chem in detail, in order to estab­
lish the composition in terms of aggregate comem 
and cement type. The concretes were found rn 
be made with non-hydroulic lime cement, miKtd 
SY$temarically with both sand and coarser gradings. 
Cream-coloured concretes contain only chalk and 
ftint as coarse aggregate, whereas the pink-coloured 
concretes also contain brick as both ~ fine.grained 
additiv~ aod as coarser particles. Variations in these 
general rypes are described below. No evidence was 
found of a p0zzolanic reaction beiween crushed brick 
panicles and the lime matri.,, 

Introduction 

Analysis of the concrete samples from Sparshoh 
R.ornan Villa was undertaken in order to cstab-­
lish the composition in terms of aggregate tontent 
und ccmem type. Since the cype of relative dating 
pione_ered by Van Deman (I 9 I 2) was not required, 
no Widespread aod systematic coHcction of concrete 
samples was carried out. lostead, 19 samples were 
CQllcctcd during the final season of excavation 
(1972), representing the variety of types and occur­
r~nces that could be observed in exposed parts of the 
sne. These were the Aisled Building and ba.th house 
areas (Sue F), and samples were mkcn trom both AB 
I and _AB a, the Main House (Site D), and the pit 
and d>tcb complex west of the Main House (Site L). 

~e samples are listed jn ·rablc 15, their numbers 
being_ prefi.~ed by the site location code. Broadly 
spea~g, the samples fell into two categories based 
on the1r overall colours: a) pale cream-coloured con­
crete used as mortar and flooring; and b) pale pink­
coloured c.oncrcte (opr.s S1'g,1;11um) used ~ Hooting 
a!1d wall rendering in rhe bath buiJdjngs. One excep­
tion, FI 1, wa.,i; orange-pink in colour. The aggregates 
appeared co ~• mostly chalk and Bint, ,vith brick 
fr'$gme:nts mainly associated \vith the pale pink­
coloured conctctes. The obvious content of abundant 

chalk particles led to an earlier assumption that the 
concrete had been made from puddled eh.all<$ rather 
than the more cooveotiona.1 slaked lime. All the con­
crete samples were soft and porous and most were 
also extremely friable, whilst four samples were too 
disaggregated and contaminated to be of use in this 
analysis, Two further samples of gastropod sheUs that 
appeared to be in situ in the wall mortar were col­
lected. 

Methods of treatment 

Thirteen of the samples were impregnated with 
blue-stained araldite and then prepared into both 
a plane surface and a thin-section for macroscopic 
and microscopic examination respecrh-•ely. The pres• 
ence of abundant chalk in the samples made the 
simple acid-dissolution technique, as used by Davey 
on samples from the Park Street Villa (Davey 1945), 
inoperable. However, the difficulcy of obrnining a 
i:epresentative t.hin•se.cdon of concrete containing 
aggregate particles occasionally exceeding l l mm in 
diameter aod the extremely fine particle size of much 
of the sand made point-counting under lhc micro­
scope unreliable. Con,;equently, a more complicat«I 
cbe.mical technique, combining a Lotal acid-disso­
lution of the concrete with the dissolurion of sepa• 
rated macrix, was devised and carried out on seven 
specially selected samples (sec Table 15). 

Tbis chemical technique required lWO differt'nt 
specimen preparations from each sample. Firstly, a 
representative piece of lh~ concrete was set aside (up 
to 130 g) and, secondly, another piece of conc:rett 
was gently brokea down by band and 1ben sieved 
through a bouJting cloth. Ptelimfoary microscopic 
examination ha.d shown that the particles of sand, at 
of the sand and brick mi"ture, rnrely i:xceed 600 iun) 
whilst the chalk particles are generally larger. Conse• 
quently, the fracrion passing a 600 µm boulting cloth 
would represent the lime:sand/sand and brick ratio in 
the matrix and, since disaggregadon was carried out 
gently by hnnd, concamination by tht chalk would bt 
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D? 

II 

L«aliry Co/cur 

Mortar from chalk. Pa.le cteam 
wall, Room 15? 
Concre1.e from floor of Pale cream 
\YI. apse 
Concrete from plunge Pate cream 
bath, phase I 
Mortar from S. \Y/aJI, Pale cream 
building\'({. ofapses 
Concrete from Pale <::ream 
foundation trench 
Concrete, floor of Pale pink. 
Room 18 
Concrete from plunge Very pale pink 
bath, phase 2 

ln611 of stoke hole, Pale pink 
layer6c. 
As F8 Pale cream 

Concrete from N. side Pale cream 
of cistern 
Concrete oven- Ora.nge-pink 
surround, Trench 29 
Mortar, ext. N- S Pale cream 
Corridor wall, Trench 
I. 
Concrete from Pale cream 
beneath floor, Trench 
I. 

Concrete in which Pale pinkish-cream 
resserac were set 
Morrnr from E-\Y/ wall Pale cream 
of Room 2 - Corridor 
Mortar from ext. N-S Pale cream 
wall, Room 2 
Shells from 015 
Shells, AB ll wall 
Concrete flooring Pale cream 
from PitXX 
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Ctmdirio11 

Soft) friablel Porous 

Di.,,ggregaied, 
poss. contaminated 
Soft, friable, poro.,. 

AsFI 

As FI, chalk 
aggregate 
As .!'3 

As F3. Layers of 
pink and cream, 
former used 
Soft, friable, porous 

Completelv 
disaggregaied. 
Contains charcoal 
and shells 
Single lump of soft 
friable material 
Soft, friable, porous 

Soft, friable, 
porous; linlc 
sample 
Completely 
disaggregated. 
Conraminated. Soil 
&bone 
Sample small & 
contaminated 
As D I 2, only chalk 
aggregate 
Soft, friable, porous 

Soft & po,ous but 
compact lumps 

T&bl•. 15: List of the samples collected. • = plane surface & chin section. ** = derailed analysis. F = Aisled 
Blllldmg; D = Main House; L = Iron Age/Roman site . 

llllnimaL Tests showed !hat this method of specimen 
'1:,';oon was repeatable. 
• the concrete lump and the mairix separa­

llOo were then 1tea1ed with dilute HCI (10%) to 
lb!io« the sol bi • · "1id u e material. The filtered msoluble 
tt_,.d UC from the former was then sieved, while c.he 
~; fro": the lauer was rernined in a goocb cru­
-'.. "shing of !he sieved fractions alloW<.-d for an -~•t<pro • 
_,14 but ·eporuonal analysis of the insoluble aggre-
,,,.~ J l'> ~•d only a Single figure for 101a.l soluble • ......,, , while ~· hi 
l<h,, )'lclded •g ng of the g00<;h crucible res-
600 Pm) s· 3 

figure for the lime:sand ratio (Jess than 
• •nee the sand Oess than 600 µm) figure 

was also obtained in the total dissolution, it was pos­
sible to derive relative proportions for carbonated 
lime and chalk. The point-counting melhod was used 
to decermjnc the percentage of visible voids and rhe 
proportions of sand and brick i.n the fine aggregate 
from the microscope thin-sections. . 

The nmure of the cement was exammed by X-Ray 
Diffractomeny on powdered samples extracted from 
the matrix. The residues of sand or brick duSl i°.}• 
than 600 µm) "'ere also examined by X-Ray , • 
fraction for IJ'ACCS of insoluble cement. hy~e~, !n 
severaJ cases, aggregate p:trticJes were idcn e y 
Infra-Red Spectrophotometr)'· 



134 ANALY~IS OF CONCRllTE Pu'n> MORTAR SAMPLBS 

A brief series of experiments was curried out to 
rc:st the effect of he1u on rhe matri.'< colour of Roman 
concrch:. Eight snmplts of cream-coJQured concrete 
from F4 ,vcre e3ch subjected to heat for one hour, 
at remperaturcs ranging from 100,,C to 800°C., in 
a Jnuffle furnace, the resuJtam colour change on 
cooling being recorded. 

The ga.str0pod shells were identified_, and eco­
logical information supplied, by Mr J N Can-eck of 
Queen Mary College, London. 

Haud Jpt.cimtn and plane surface c.xa.minario'1 

Table J 6 summarises the visual observations. The 
concrete samples may be divided into two cat~go­
rie~: a) pale cream-coloured paste with chalk and 
flim coarse aggregates; and b) pale pink-coloured 
paste with chalk, flint and brick fragments as coarse 
aggregate. The cream concrete occasionally contains 
brick fragmenll; or rounded lumps of re-u><:d pink 
concrtte, but their rarity suggests accidental inclu­
sion. T\vo samples of the cream~olourtd concrete 
contain mostly chalk aggregar~ with Jil tie or no 
obse.rved flint or brick. The rounded brown.coloured 
lumps up to l,lbout 2 m.m in diameter., observed in 
three samples, were found by infra-red analysis t6 be 
aggregations of tin er quartz grains cemented together 
by smaller amounts of clay mineral. Finally, charcoal 
fragmems, in some: cases up co I O mm ln tiength., 
were observed in four of r.he concrete samples. 

Two samples, FI O and LI, were clearly fragmemal 
slabs of flooring 50 mm and 40 nun thick, respec­
tively. On the other hand, samples F3 and F7 were 
clearly waU renderings: the latter cons-isting of a layer 
of cream-coloured mortar 20 mm thick over a layer 
of very pale pink-coloured mortar (18 mm thicik). 

11,in-se&rion exambu1tion 

Table 17 summarise$ tbc obse.rvalions and deter­
minations made in thin•sectioo. All rhc concrete 
samples were found to consist of micro-crvstaHinc 
calcite, of a brownish•buff colouration, togcthe-r with 
variou..:: aggrcgru.es. The calcite paste varied grc3tJy in 
porosity from being relacivcly dense and filled with 
s.and pattidcs to being exuemcly porous, occasion­
ally honeycomb«!, and often devoid of aggregate 
particles. This variation probably reflects the difficul­
ties of obtaining a thorQugh mixing using only crude 
techniques. The overall porosity (i.e. p,:rcemage of 
visible voids) of each sample is given in Table J 7, but 
may only reftect the weathering and leaching effects 
of age. 

Secondary calcite of a coarS.t:r grain sfze (5-1 O 
µm) was obse-rvcd infilling circular-section -air cavi­
c,es. (500-800 µm in diameter) and the peripheral 
shnnkagt cracks thu surround many of the p,onc.ry 
fragments (sec below), The larger (up to l mm), 
more irregularly-shaped areas or ttus coarser calcite 
may result from the slower crysrnlliiAtion of lime 
particles or trapped pntcbes of slaked lime. 

Although, as mencioned earlier, most of the chalk 
particles ClCceeded 600 µm in size, there wos a small 
proportion of finer chalk dust and chalk microfossils 
scattered throughout the matrix of most samples. It 
\s possible, of course, lhnr sorue of this fine chalk is 
residual materinl from imperfect cakinadon (pro­
ducing the lime). The chalk forms rounded particles 
of a mostly relatively dense, light grey variety (i.e. 
in thin .. section) but, in five samples there is a small 
additional amOWlt of exrremely porous chalk. 1be 
ch,alk particles are distinctly more fine-grained than 
the caJcitc matrix. 

Quartz is the predominant constituent of the fine 
aggregate in all of the samples, forming angular to 
sub-angular grains ranging in size from 10 to 400 pm 
iu di3mcter. Sc:vt:n of the samples ha\'c subordinate 
amounrs- of sub-rounded feldSpar grains, up to 600 
µm across, and nine of the samples have &ubordinate 
amounts of sub-angular to very angular flint particles> 
often ranging in size into the coarse aggregare grad­
angs. Eight of the samples contain very smaJJ amounts 
of pottery and/or hydrated iron minerals. The cream­
coloured concretes from M.ain House seem to con­
tain a more quarcz .. rich sand than those from the 
Aisled Building (Site F) or rhat from Pit XX. 

The pink-coloured concrete samples contain 
irregularly ~haped crushed brick particles in the fine 
aggrega,e, ranging from tiny particles of reddish­
brown or opaque interstidal material (up to < 100 
µm} to larger pieces com.aining angu13r quanz tern• 
pering. As shown in Table 17 > the point-count anal­
ysis indicaces I.hat the sand to brick ratfo in the fine 
aggregate is usually about l :2. There app,-ared to be 
no evidence of a po1.zolanic reaction between these 
brick particles and the surrounding roatrbc, nor ms 
any mineral apan from calcite observed in the pasce. 

Sample FI 1, which has an overall orange-pink 
colouration in hand specime.n, differs from all the 
other samples in thin-section. The calcite mntrix., 
whilst still being micro-crystalline, is dis1incdy 
c-00rscr than the other samples (the crystallilfs arc 
1- 2 µm in diamerer) ond gives the appearance of 
being equi-granular. Also, there is no discernible dif­
ference in grain size between the calcite paste aod 
the chalk particles. Finally, despite the orange-pink 
colourarion, thc:rc is no brick coment in the fine: 
aggregate. 

An additional thin,•S4!ction was cut through an 
inclusion of pink concrete in sample Ll. Tite pctrog­
raphy of both the lime matrix and the fine aggregate 
was found to be vl!ry similar co the orange-piak­
coloured sample Fl I. 

Analysis of sew" samples by an add-dissolud()tt ru lmtf/11c 

The constituent proponio11.s obtained by the acid­
dissolution technique arc tabulated in Table I 8, 
whil$1 T.1.ble 19 lists the size disrributioos of the in.sol~ 
uble aggregate ma,erials. 

TI·u! data in Table 19 seem ro indicate the \'alidjry 
of dividing the aggrega«s into fine (less thnn ~00 
µm) nnd coarse gradings, ,vith the possible excepuoo 
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135 ! of lb: 
Coarse Aggregaus ... 'l,j - Charc:0<1/ Re-me<l. pi,,k k I s,mr/t Paste to/qur Ch/llk Brick frogmems 8T()Wn 

Commema .~~ Flim C01l.C1't'le AlfJI. ,.\-t~ 
6n, ! - Pale cri:am p p 
•• , 4il, f1 Pal< cream p p Ps Ps dtd.,. FZ 

cram 

~~ Pale pink I' p p Ps 
Painted surface " I', p Ps re!! 1~ Pale cream p Ps 

~~ 
F4 

Pale cream Ps p 
F5 

Pale pink p p p 
~lo, F6 v. pale pink & p p p 

Layered - 20 mm cream f'i p p Joie,~ pole m,am 
uppermost on )8 mm 

I """ Ps p p very pale pink 0•·~ FS !':lie pink 

~ F9 Pale cream p p Ps 
Includes large shells 

''t:..,6£ FIO Pale cream p p Ps 
Slab 50-55 mm thick on ~ sand base n:~ FIi Orange-pink p p -~ Dl2 Pole cream p p 

Ill 11:Z;:, DIJ Pale cream p p 
n,...,_ D14 Pale pinkish• p p Ps 
cm .,. cream 
'!nc or, Pak cream p I's Ps 
X. D16 Pale cream p p Ps Ps ,_ LI Pale cr,am p p Ps Ps Ps Includes a large piece m!lci, 

of re-used pink concrete, 
,(~ 

30mm 
,1 ~--

Observations from plane surface and band specimen examination. P = present, Ps = Present in far.lo- Tobie 16: 

:o:n• ,llliU amoun1. F = Aisled Building; D = Main House; L = Iron Age/Roman site 
mi!,1:: 
,..:,:, 

=• 
l,11:%11 S,mpl, Feo.wrts of calcite 

Aggregate Poim Coum A11alys1S lh<!'I< Ne. macn"x 
rqt-j<l 
,i:1!11 F1i1eAu. 

" ""' Dense l'r,rous Quarr:: Ftld. Flim Brick Other 11,ids Sand Brick 6o:i! chalk chalk % % % 
ai;o" FI p Ps p Ps 15 ....,, 

F3 lnfilled cavity p Ps p Ps Ps p 12 31.7 68.3 ,roikll· 
io>l' ,,! 

F~ Secondary caJcite p Ps p Ps Ps Pvs 20 F5 Secondary calcite p Ps p Ps Ps Pvs 6 i1lll"I"' F6 p p Ps Ps p 13 26.9 73. 1 
"" !:I 

Fi Jnfilled cavity p Ps p Ps p 7 35.6 64.4 ,r.ct, t FS Carbonated patcbe,, p p Ps Ps p 8 36.1 63.9 bt~ 
-~ of unslaked lime and 

~- F10 
IIUpped slaked lime 
Secondary calcite p p Ps Pvs 10 F11 Secondary calcite p p Pvs 11 D12 

p p Pvs 7 
• ,$ff' 015 

p p Pvs 5 
,,l:tl,11-

D16 
~oadary c,ilcite p p Ps Pvs 12 tl 

rt!< \ - p p Ps Ps J>\.i 13 
f ib<.,.t Table, 17· Ob • . • p - presen, Ps - pre~nl in Jal.lU • strvtmons and determinations from thin section exammauon. - • · 
J,1.# amount. Pvs = present in very small amount 

'~ 
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Coo~ aggregates % 
F,'11c$ ¾ Paste ¾ Fiucslpasre Tora! agg. l 

Sample No. Postd co/out rai;o /Xl,$lt rot.ii) 
J-7,'m Brick Chalk 

FI Cream 20.76 22.77 19.11 36.52 0.52 1.71 
F6 Pink 44.72 31.07 9.18 15.04 0.61 5.65 
FS Pink 32.•12 0.66 26.60 39.84 0.67 1.50 
FIi Orang~ 26.28 16.14 21.39 36.10 0.59 1.77 
D12 Cream 5.56 '35.65 22.25 36.31 0.61 1.75 
D15 Cream 2.84 37.21 14.85 44.79 0.33 1.22 
LI Cream 19.50 4.41 36.82 39.10 0.94 1.55 

Table 18: Compo!;ition of seven selected concre[e samples as determined by the acid-dimlution technique 

Sampl,Na. FI F6 F8 Fil D/2 D15 LI 

Wt. $ample (I!) 17.55 -8.65 45.66 I 55.02 38.32 26.42 129.57 
Wt. rtsidue (g) 7.14 20.83 27.16 74.04 10.74 4.75 73.19 
% Residue 40.71 53.89 59.50 47.76 28.04 17.99 56.48 

Rer;ained by sieve s-ize; Percentage by weight 

11.2 n,n, 44.22 48.08 
9.5mm 
4.75 mm 5.57 60.06 10.22 5.80 17.40 12.10 0.54 
1.18mm 1.67 0.12 37.23 0.91 1.90 3.21 16.72 
600µm 1.19 2.78 7.48 0.34 0.69 0.75 17.37 
150µm 5.22 5.99 16.54 9. 10 2.84 6.43 47.40 
75µm 7.37 5.69 13.30 10.75 4.49 10.42 8.19 
Less than 75 1un 34.75 5.36 15.22 25.02 72.69 67.09 9.78 
Total 99.99 100.00 99.99 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Table 19: Si>.e distn'butions of the insoluble aggregates 

of sample LI. The cream• and orange-coloured con .. 
cmcs from the Aisled Building (Site F) and th.e Main 
House display a distinct bimodal distribution into 
6ne (less than 75 µm across) and coarse (exceeding 
4. 75 mm) particles. They differ in thnt Di2 and 015 
contain pred()minantly the fine grading, whereas Fl 
and Fl 1 have more coarse aggregate_, mostly present 
as particles greater than l 1.2 mm in diameter. 

The pink-coloured conc:rttcs_, on the other hand, 
hove o more uniform distribution of the finer grad~ 
ings and coarse aggregate predominates,. not 
e.>:cccdiog 9.5 mm in size. In raa, the pink samples 
F6 and F8 are quite dissimilar, the latter having 
more fine aggregate and most Of the coai-sc panic·les 
between 600 µm and 4. 75 mm in si.ze, whilst the 
former bas coarse particles mostly exceeding: 4.75 
mm in diameter. 

The cream~oloured sample, LI, has a bimodal 
distribution with a dominant fine gl'adiog of particles 
mostly between 600 µm and 75 µm in diameter and 
coarse particles not exceeding 9.5 mm. 

Table .18 shows that similar panerns arc rtffected 
in lhc constituent proportic;ms for the whole con­
crete. Samples Ft and Fl I., cream- and orange­
coloured respectively, arc clearly similar in 
composition. D 12 and D 15) on the other hand> arc 
broadly si,milar in their coarse aggregate content 
but I.be lance is a richer mixture of lower 6nes:paste 

ratio. The pink concretes F6 and FS are similar in 
containing brick as coarse aggregate, but differ sig­
nificandy in that the former also contains chalk 
and an altogether higher total aggregate:pasie ratio. 
The apparent lack of flint particles in these samples 
of pink concrete> which were. observed ro contain 
flint in plane section, emphasises the difficulty of 
obtaining truJy representative fnagments for anaJysis. 
Finally, the different narure of LI is again high­
lighted, since the tOt81 aggregate:past~ ratio is corn,. 
parable to the other samples whilst the fines:paste 
ratio is much higher. 

A1101Jois of tk paste by X-Ray Di/fratrian 

X-Ray Diffraction analysis of th~ cement and fin< 
aggregate matrix confirms the presence of both 
calcite and quarrz,. with small quantities of additional 
aggregate materials such ns feldspar (both plogiocl~_< 
and !<-Feldspar) and clay minerals. No calcium sd,­
eates, caldum aJuminates or t.beir hydrated forms 
were detected. There was no significant differ­
ence between ditfmcrogrnms for the pink concretes 
and those for the crcam .. coloured c(mcrcrcs. 
Ditiracrn1nerry on brick particles cxn·acted from 
samples F6 and F8 ,cvC1Jled mostly quartt from the 
tempering, s-uggesring chm the mccrstirutl m:uensJ 
is probably amorphous and explaining the obscrv,:d 
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,., ,Jic: ,ff«t v/ hait up,,m tlrt m.Jtnx 
fJNJ'l11ftlll 111 sm.._, 
:..~.,,. ta"<' 

.. •f bnck du5l (l\>m the omngc-pink• 
""' ,J,s<n•< " • • ·"'-i ... :td cancttti fl I, 1t, dJitlflCtl\'C' texture lD uwr 

~ tnd ,ti c.mittn from an 0\-eit•,urround led to 
~ul.ln . '° that ns C(1lourauon may be Jue to the 
• ~c,t ~cnts, "'mg a mufllc fumacc 
ctf«t •ok>urtd concrete ,ample$, showed that 
,oJ =~ 1,,ok place at IOO·C or 200°C, but 
"' pal; pink colournuon c><currcd BI 1oo·c and 
~ lkt-oUII tOO'C and bO(l"C, bOWC\U, the 
rt'\Ull.1nt ,olouranon wa5 on omnge~pm):., \·cry Mm1 .. 
lar ID d,al ,ucr,-.:J u, Sample F 11 At 800 C, the 

loot c11&ns<d 10 a gttetush•I")· and calc,n111on 
~ 10 take place (fable 20). The orange-pink 
o,loul"""1 ., probol>ly due 10 Q1-<tal lan,cc dMor­
""' (Wells 19o2) which may accompany • por11al or 
"""""'rccr.w.lZIUOO-

Ftn,,:,"""""""' o...-r.,Q;d,,u,4,,,. 
fer Th ("C) coo/mg _....:.._.;.....;. ____ _ 

100 Pille cream 
200 Pak cream 
300 Palep1nk 
-100 Orange-pink 
SOO Qran~pinlt 
600 Omngc-pink 
700 Pale pmk 
SllO Grecru,h-g,-.:y ------- ...;....;. __ 

T,tw . TI>.. a •UI change. ob.c"-cd lftct 

bcumc for one hour at temperature< in the range 
1Q1µ C. All iamplc, <tarted pale ettwm m colour 

!J..r:i;ic..,. ,f w g., u,,,poJ ,htlb 

Ddraa,1 ,pcc,,s WCrt rccosniscd. all of whKh -~ 
""=I llld t)'l)lcally inhabit wooded on,a,, wbll~t 
"'"'' ba,., a particular aOin,cy for cakan,ou ;oil, 
k 1lle-,: "T< ~ unhkely that th= ,hells wctt an 
on&1n1l constuucnt of the ct,ncn:tc\ or mortan. 

l>u<ul\lon 

ba & n-,,on and X-Ray D,tTracuon unBI)'$" 
tf ~·n tbt cement p&J,l< _to consi-st an all ea~ 

:, •cro-cryst1ll1ne caktte with no detc.:tablc 
lll\O d le hydme phases. h is th,rcforc concludeJ 

"PUI •q111c~bme" was of ,he non•h)Jrauhc 
~• prob.ibly Produced from the calcina11,,n of 
""""b•,l:-"'-1 II chart n~• '-"" k ,O.,-ey 1 Qbl, The pe ""'cc 
ht'<b ;'1 in)llllcnt,, ond the d"tmct J1ffcr<nce m 

<( tut and gn1ri su.,. bcn\c-co tt- pa. and 
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chalk pan,cl<!>, confirms th" use o( a I 
ra~er than lhe 'puddling' of crushed cha~ «mcnt 

l1>c <oncrctn &PJ'C11r to h"~ b«o muu:d 
crntcly u<1ng both a tine sanJ -J J d<bb-
ll"'J i but~-- Th e·- mg an • Coan.er 

mg or .... ,g. e aaJ-dmulutJon anal1·m on 
seven samples. sua:~c. that the pr1.lf)Ortaons ot hmc 
paJtc, tint 1a.od and coa.rsc:r aoon-nai-

1
_ 

I.L -•· '" " '\'\lt'ln• 
anc, a u1ough . the _onaanaJ ma do,gn v,ould ~,--e: 
been volumcmc. Wuh the cxcq,uon of 1 1 th 
to tine und nuo li about l·½ "-hal•• ,-h, .c ra1-tc 

I • '• '" c pa,cc to 
torn lgg«-ptc ratio h, Wlth the cxccpt1Qn <.,t F6 
about I: I '-la. Thi, >UJUIC$b that, oxccp1 for 1'6, ~ 
Sparshoh .. mpln •tt more cement-nth thm" nor­
mally c,q,cued of Roman cona-.:1n (Oa\'t)' 19-15 
19bl; Vunmus,1 (..,Table 18). ' 

Wnh the excepuon of LI, the fine <and u cum­
P<)'CJ of mostly ,ub-angular 10 angular a,ain, of 
quort;c, the ma1ori1y of which are i... than 75 µm 
in diameter wnh $Ubnrdm11c quanutlfi of fcl<hpar. 
tltnl, clay minerals and tr0n c:ompt-,und1. ·T'ht angu. 
lariry of the J'lrticlc1 '"ll&"'ts a tluv,aulc onam, 
wlul,t the finenns ma)· nesult from etthcr dcbl,.,ra1c 
grod,ng or natural somng of the l)'PC 1h11 can occur 
during m....- tnn,ponauon (liarcb " al. 1965). LI 
has • nouccably coa=r sand (mo,tJy crca1er than 
150 jllTI) that is ICS> wdl soncd and probably of a dJf. 
fcrent onipn. 

The pmk-colourcd cooetttC1. ha\., crushed bnck 
dust added to the fine ,and in the und 10 bnck rauo 
of about I :2. Brick and IJle du<t was added 10 hme 
concrete 1n Brirain as a su~ututc for the pozzolaruc 
volcanic eartru found 1n Italy (D"'"Y 1961). ,.luch 
ruc:t ,.,th lime and water 11 normal temperature< 10 
form imolublc hydnted aletum sl11catn and cal­
aum aluminatn (Lea 1970). Any reacuon would t,., 
01 the surface intctfacc of the bnck parude ,.,th the 
lame maui:x, but no (uch rcacut,n \\.b ob,.~r"ed U\ 

thin~s«uon and nor were any ,uch hydraula.c com• 
pound• w!enuficd by X-Ray 0.0racuon. Th" \\Ould 
~m to 1ndJc1,1te that ttaction ha, not an fact ta.ken 
place. Malin.,..,ki tt al. (1962), hO'o<<'tt, m their 
work on conctttc from Cac--.an:1 and T1bt-ria1i. found 
some evidence of n,acnon alona pamde boundancs 
but no rcacuon producu. and ha\'t' iugg~1N Lha1. 
'aac seem\ tl't ra,·our the (onnauon of ca.latc as the 
,,.ble<t rruncral'. ldom (1959), on the oth<r hand, 
working on concrete from Roman 1quNfue1s in 
PRwcncc, ha• ,uc,-n<fully idenufied m,cro-<f)-stal• 
hnc hydrated caletum <il1ca1c ,n the pa,ie. 

f~nmcn ,, have ,hO"·n thar ttfa.lD'-Ct,k.luttJ 
---..-.pink colour 

Roman mortar change< \(l an °·-·· 25-0•-c 
when ,ub)CCted 10 tempcruun:, bcr.-cen • 

nd 7~oec The J1!1.tinCl1\'C C\llourtuon c.,r both 
• • - f mk eon<n:tc u, Sample FI I and the inclu,1on o P iJ . 
1 I tOjltthcr ,-,th the lack of bn<k dU>l and "' cmc 
- ' that th~ .... mrk• "~r< 

of r'CCJ')"lt4ll17.oU10n, ,uggt"\h I ha,~ 
originally of the ,...,,m...:\lloun:J ,-ar1<1Y bu 
b«n sub,«tcJ 10 .. u~h a ccmpcra1u.tt ':''::JnaU3tt 

Tlun «caon analr-as h,; m-.:alcd nd I odinl 

muung ... r lhe ,lakcd hme ra-•~ ;~ :;(,.h:h 1u1 
m mhomogenc1ry. crappcJ ~da "l"'",ns ,,f ~d 
•mcc 1 .. .-1)' carbOnatcdl an •1111 
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particles. The sphe:ricaJ voids arc probably the result 
of poor compaction, since there a,rc too few !CO sug­
gest the sort of delibcnue enttainment described by 
fdorn ( I 959), whilst the severe honeycombing or dis­
ngg-regacion of many snmplcs ls the result of leaching 
due to weathering processes. 

Conclusions 

The concretes have been made usiog a non-b.ydrau .. 
lie lime cement probably manufaccured using local 
Upper Chalk. 

Sy$tcmncic volumetric mix designs appear ,o have 
been employed, mostly using both • fine-grained 
angular sand of probable Ouvi.atilc origin and a 
coarser g:rndi.ng. ML"<ing and compaction appear to 
have been inadequate for the production of a rugh­
quality Roman concrete. 

The crcam-<:oloured concretes from the Ais.led 
Building (Site F) comain both chalk and ftim as 
coarse aggregate, with the amount of flint slightly 
exceeding the amounr of fine sand. One samp1e of 
this concrete was found to be discoloured by subjec­
tion co cemperarures between 250° and 750°C, 

Tite cream-coto~ed concrete$, from the Main 
House were made with a more quartz .. rich fine. sand 
thar exceeds the amount of flint present, bu1 the 
aggregate balance. is mainrained by the pre$.cncc of 
larger quanaties of chalk. 

The cream-coloured concrete from Pit XX is dis-
1inctly different from the other samples and is there­
fore of unknown origint although it docs contain 
pieces of heot•aff'ected concrete very similar to that 
found at the Aisled Building (Site F). 

The pink-coloured concretes from the Aisled 
Building (Site F) contain crus)lcd brick dust added 
to the fine sand and brick fragments in the coarse 
aggregate. No evidence of a pozzolanic reaction 
bcrv.1een the brick particles and the lime matrix> wa; 
observed. 

The pink concrete from Aisled Building I is made 
with mainly brick as the coarse aggregate material 
whilst that from Aisled Building U has ftint, chalk 
and brick of a larger grain size, as well as a very high 
aggregate:paste ratio. 
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Chapter 14 

The Coins 
by Hugh Williams 

foriy-lhrc< coins from the Roman period, together 
•m ,, 2oth-cen1Ury coppers, were reported from 

"'"' .,d.th. L... Cil\'2tions. A further com, ,oun m c area m 
"'

0
"' d Thi .d the late 19th century was ~lso repone • s w~~ sa.1 

m b< , Republican dena.nus oi: L. _Marcus Ph1hppus 
(10-1 SC), Such an early c_om 1s no, surprising, 
.,,.; other Republican denaru, p~obab_ly brought to 
Britasn during or shordy after the mws1on, are_ some­
""'" found in the South of England. The com may 
.-di ba1~ no direct connection with the villa it~elf. 

Such a small sample of coins makes the drawing 
of an, linn conclusions a problem. Jusr two or three 
<Oins from any period> missed during ex.cavation, 
•~uld change the Reece bar-chart radically. Never• 
thelffi, the conclusions outlined below provide a pic­
l\llt that is o.,:,rthy of some consideration. 

Wilh th~ exctption of lhree silver denarii, all the 
ooins found were of base metal, and mos, were prob-­
ably of titde monetary value when lost. There were 
four,est<rtii from the Antonine period, and a British 
muranon of a Claudian as. This in no way indicates 
t"Oi><bilicy of 2nd-century occupation. The coins 
lhow <Vidence of much circulation, and it is widely 
aettpttd that many such worn sestertii remained in 
cuatlarion in !be pro,ince until the 260s. 

Bearing this fact in mind, the eadiest coins that 
11\dlcatc possible financial action in the villa would 
appear to be the: three denariiJ cwo of which were 
11ruckabou1 220. There is then a large gap until the 
~ befon: n continuous coin series is recorded. h 
• jl(l$$Jl,le !hat the denarii were not Jost until this 
P<riad. 

Th, largest group of coins from the villa date 
~ lht tirne of the Gallic Empire (258-73) and the 
P<riod ?lllmediatcly after. There were four regular 
::niani, and more signi6camly 19 radiate copies 

. ~te to the late 270s or 280s. The number of 
="r'"«remely high, indicative of the shortage of 

The O r~lar co1,~age at this time. 
Bnttsh Empire of Carausius and Alleccus 

~?tS<ntod by only one coin, a 'quinarius' of 
,..., ; muck at the London Mint, There is then 
grou/ ;'' gap LO the coinage until the appearance 
n,. 0 lhree srnall bronzes struck in about 321. 

n,;...:. re::t of the numismatic evidence is most sur• 
,••wg, »lost v,·11 • a sttes produce an abundance of 

Constantinian c~ioage from the 330s and 340.. At 
Sp~rsholt tbere 1s none. There is also no rcprescn­
tauoo of the Magnentian revolt (350-53). It seems 
probable that this complete lack of coioage indiCa!CS 
that the villa may have been abandoned, for whatcvtr 
reason, shortly after 321 . 

Thei:e are three much later finds. All are very worn 
and crude late 4th-cenrury copies. This could indi­
cate a coken reoccupat]on, or che coins may have 
been losses from random visitors to the derelict villa. 

Once again.) caution should be exercised, as such a 
sma.11 sample cannot be assumed to be totally repre­
sentative of the financial history of the villa. 

COIN CATALOGUE 

1. Claudius, bl"()rut, im.iiation of rue 66, AD -11->4. Site o, 
R04m 2 rubble, s.f. 144 

2. Oomitian, As, n:v. Monita, AO 81-96. 51. Site F, un.·nnn 
tubbltt s.f. S3 

3. Antorunu.l Pia."'• Scnerti\11, rev. Pt.x:., as BMC pi, ~S.8, AD 
138-161. Site Ca, top soO (SPCA), s.(. 77 

4. A11to1>.1nus Pi'us, Sestertiu.s.. rcv. Anno.na, AO 133~161. Site H. 
HI (SPHB), • .f. 89 

,S. Anuminus J>i.us Smertius, uncenain tt\'., AO )')8~161. Sitt F, 
Trench 31, t<,p soil, Layer 1,$.(, 48S 

6. L. Vcrus. Setitutlus, m•. \lit;tory, 31 BMC pl. 79.6. AD 
l61•169. Site F, unttnt. Rubble {SPFPZ), s..r. 430 

7. Commoch.iS, DeMnUS. BMC 2491AD 180-192. Site At Room 
19, rubble on c::balk. floqr.s.f. 24 

8. El-a:1b.1.lus, Ocnllfius, BMC l67,AO 2IS.222. Site GJ, laytt 

4 rubbish (SPGO), ~f. 9) 
9. ~erus AIC'X;l,nder, Ocnarius.- BMC 232, AD 222-235, Site A, 

cou.rryttd rubble. ,.r. I 
10. Gordiao m, As, obv', IMP CiOROL\.iWS PfVS F1!L AVG, 

laureate, dntf)Cd and cufrasscd bust rigtu,t s«n fr,>m ~ind, 
rtv VIRTVTl AVOVSTI SC, Hercull:'$ i tandin$ mud rigbt, 
resting riaht band on hip 11nd left haod on dub. RJC 309. AO 
238-244. Sjtc D, Trtnch 5, Corridor floor. s.f. 4 AVG 

11. O.lhtnus, ~tttti\1$, obv. 1.MP C p CUOCNGC~~~VCG: 
laureate, cwnsStd bu$1 ngh1, rev. 
Concordlll standing Jc.ft., holdJng paten and. dout>lc cornucO" 

I R 
• RIC 207 AO 2S.3--"68 Site G, Trench 8, s.J. pa_. omc.mun. , .. • 

~I • ·1 cd Antoti-lmam.1:1, obv. GALLJRNVS AVG~ 
12 • ..,.. .. J.henUS, S.I. ~r , FOR'IVNA REOVX, Forru.oll , 1aod1ng 

radia1c head tni;ht, m . Jl.o1nc mint. 
kft, holding: a ruddc-r on • aJobc 1nd co;m.ieop~r (SPOBP}; 
IUC 193, AO 2'3-'268. 01(.l/S, Room 'on 

s.t. 39 Eimtr 129/85, AO 260-26!>- Sitt D. 
13. PostumU$, Dtiurius. . . . d' f 3) 

Ttencb 28, pt»sib1c m.dden ouu1dc b\l~~~ivs AVG, f11di~ 
1-1. Cloudius II, Aruoninlamd, ob\. ~MP C FlDES AVG, Mcrt'Ur>' 

•u:, draped md cuinmcd buil nght, m-", 
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-4u1ncUn,: li:f\ with punlt' and cnducc~•~• AntiQC.h muu, RJC 207, 
AD 208-270. 021J Room 9a, dc-cp in rubblt (SPOEA), 11.!. 3tl 

15. Vietorinu..., 8ron~. re-,·. Prue Aull, Elmer 6$2,AD 26()-271. PJ, 
Room J711., bctwc-tn pilac (SPFBK), $.f. 38 

lb. Vktormus, R:\' PuAu,, PJma 6$2,A.0 260-271, Sitt G. waU 
rubble OD floor, &.t 2.l3 

r?. V,nonnu•. rc:v. P.x Aug, turner 682, AD 269 .. 27l. S-i1c L, top 
1911, d.498 

18. CbmhU$11. ,mfwtion,AD 270-2$0. Cuu~•atd,s.(, 1 
J9. Cmitaoon radiate, AO 270-280. Sitt 1:, Trench 3, robblc,,.r. 64 
20. ictncUs I, im1uidon, ttV, Hlbriw Au.gg. AD Z70-280, Site D, 

top sod O\n midden, $./. I 5-9 
21. Claudius ll. EmitallOn. AO 270-2.$0. Siic G, Outude l..A)'tT 6, 

.s.f. I0S 
22. lnu1111tion radi11te, AD 270•Z80. Site F, Trench 29, oumdc 

buildtn&,.$.(, •Hb 
2l. Imj1adon radiate, AO 170-2.60, Site Ft Trench 2C), top soil, .d. 

<50 
24, Lmjftrion radlll.tc~ Af) 270-280. Silt F, Trench 28-, Layer S, !l.f. 

,ss 
ZS. Tclricus l, 1numt0n, AD 270-2:80. Siu: I\ Trtncb 31 • tf;)S) $011, 

,..(. 41S 
26. lmit11tion radintc,AV 270.280. Sm: L, Pit XX1 layCT 8, s.r. 502 
27. lmi1arion radi.atc, AD 270-280. Sit..: L, Ph X.X, La~"Ct 12. s.f. 

SJ3 
28. lmitarion r.tdlatc, AD 270-280. Site L Pit XX, L...tytt 5, -..t. 

594 
29. Tctriali, l, mi. Pax Aug, Elmer 771",AD 271 .. 274. 010/15, to 

h)l)O<Ouot ••h (SPDCR),.,r. 22 
30. lctrlcu111, t'C\'. Pax Aug, Elm<r 77115,AD 27 l•27<l. Site D, top 

w11.1-f- 32 
31. 1b1ric."US 1, m•. Comes Au.a,, Ulmer 770/4, AD 211 .. 274. 01/3/6. 

Room S, on Door, s.r. 44 

)1. 1emcua I, tev. Pu Aus, Elmer 71VS, AD 271-274. She C. 
Room 22) on floor, s.r. 122. 

'33. •1cmc;us 1, rev. Pu Aug, .Elmc-r 771/i, AD 271-27'1. Site F: 
Tn:.neh 28, Ul~'Cf' ' (SPFTJ), $,,(. ·1S•1 ' 

H. Tc1l'ic:us I, rt\'. Rd.arits&Au(Jlr, Elmtt 78~,AD 271•2H S►tt L. 
Pit XX, L•yu.a, s-J_ 563 

35. Tetrku!i n, ffN, Spee Publka, Elmcr769, AD 272.-274. Site F 
Trtoeh 29, top ao0i U. 4-10 ' 

J.6. Allccius., Qulnaou.t., oby. JMP C AU..ECTVS P I: AV(J, l'Wi, 
ate. cuirasscd b0$-t right, rt\'. vurrvs AVG, gaUey rowing ldi 
London muu, RlC 55, AO 293~296, Site D, R()(>m 3, cm1k 
flO<>ti••C. 161 

37. Crispus, Folli,, otw. ClUSPVS NOOTL C. l1~te aliraikd 
bu.st ldt w11h '1lidd and ,pear, re..-. BEATA TRANQLJTAS 
globe: on nlta.r mscnbcd VOlflSIXX,) llln •bo\~, ~ 
mim, (UC 279, Al} 317 .. )26. S.itc A, Roofn 1-1, UJUlfft,,.$.( 
343 

38. Consca.nune JI Cac:gr, Ob\•, CONSTANTlNVS lVN NO8 c 
,aurcatc:, draped and cviraned bus:1 rlgh1, rt\'. 88A1'A TRAN: 
QVUJ.JTAS around slobt on al(ar inscribed V0.11S•XX, 
L)'On mlnt. ruC 143, AO .3,7-337. Site- .'\J , Room 1)1 oa 
tCMClbted floor, $J. 16 

39. Constan1ine 11 CaC'S.ar, London min\1 rue 216,A03t7-ll-7. 
Siu: A, cis1 or entrant('? (AB H). s,r. 428 

•10. Comum\l.l'le 11, fC\'. FdTemp Rcp~riU~AD 353-351. Su~ t, 
Ull)'CT 16~ C~ter?, 6 feet down,s.r I ;s 

41. llkgibk, Ute Roman. Site G, 1.a)u- J, oo Roor, a.(. 200 
42. Jlkgiblc, U1c Ro.man. Site F, 1"rtnd:'I 26, rubble m c:ounyan:t. 

s.r.247 
l). Ulegible, .Lace Roman. Site L, Pn X.X, Uycr 5, s,(. S86 
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Chapter 15 

The Finds 

THE ,11JITALWORK 

by N"JCI: Stoodley 

1ntl'l1duction 

In ,oul mere are 266 metal artefacts, of which the 
,najoritv are iron (232/87%), followed by 

':, alloy (2318.6%) and lead (J 1/4%). In addi­
:imt rchtre are seven objects (five. w1identi.fied 
iroo pieces, a buckle of unknown mareria.l and a 
Jll'C' of !e,d) UUJt ha"e not been seen and are not 
mcludcd in !he report. Tbe metalwork was depos­
ittd wnh Winchester Museums Service (WINCM: 
ARCH 2923) in 2006. The archive also includes 
1 '" of small finds notebooks that comain prelimi­
tffl' identificarions made \vhen the objects were first 
~<Ctt<I, •long with contextual information and 
"'8>ffl skeiches. A selection of ironwork was radi­
O!l'Ph.d, and lhe x-rays are stored with the archive. 
Mill, of the ironwork is ln a very poor condition, and 
it Im been impossible to jdentify securely a large 
p,oponion of i1. In addition, jusr prior to the publi­
ation of lhis report a box containing a large quan­
tity of n:lils, plus a small number of hobnails, many 
\lllJXQ\'enanced, was discovered in the museums 
...., Ill Winchester. The total weight of these arte­
f.,ci; is I 1.07kg 3nd lhey have not been included in 
lh< analy,is. 

All the examined metalwork is included in this 
ttp0r1, 001 only selcc1ed finds arc illustrated. 
Th< mijority of lhe artefacts are Romano-British, 
•'lbo,,gh , ,.cry small number came from Iron Age 
'""'~ In addition, lherc are several medieval and 
lliOdtrn obj=, which are included for the sake of 
<Omplcten~ 

Each obi«t has rctaine.cl the unique small finds 
amti":r Iha, it was assigned on its discovery. The 
:Cl)' ~r lbe metalwork was recovered from the 

boiklings. Where known, coattxrual information 
~,<1,11, but most artefacts are only recorded as 

n:;'g lio!II a certain trench and/or layer. 
lllcll1$ <a1>logue is organised bv material. Measure­
~ arc ~vrn; unJess. olhen~ise stated) these are 
.., 1,,;:' /imensions. Where possible, each object 
~1" .~ssified by type and, where appropriate, 
~~ ' artefacts . have been classified into 

categories based on Manrung (I 985) and 

the type !eric..-s used are, in OlOSl cases, those devised 
by Manrung. Comparisons arc cited, but for multiple 
ariefacts of the same type they arc provided only for 
the first ~xampl~. Most of the pieces are chronologi­
cally und1agnosuc and cannot assist in dating. 

Overall patte rns and comparisons (Table 21) 

The reporr begins by considering the diffcrcm ca1e­
gorie-s of artefact starting with the ironwork. Not 
surprisingly, given the poor preservation of the bulk 
of the ironwork, the majority falls within the miscel­
lantous catcgQry. Following thisJ strucrural pieces 
record the highest total, the majority of this group 
being simple staples, lugs and strips of various forms. 
Nails arc also numerous nnd should probably be 
considered along with strucrural evidence. Where the 
head bas survived most are circular in form, although 
SF 35 has a probable diamond-sbJlpcd head, while 
SF 43 exhibits a domed head capped with copper 
alloy. The remainder of the ironwork is fairly evealy 
distributed in smaU quantities amongst the other 
categories. 

The copper aUoy assemblage is not spectoculor, 
boasting only four pieces of jewellery (personal); 
two brooches (SF I 00, o Fowler Type A2 penan­
nular brooch and SF 417, a simple fibula brooch), a 
bracelet (SF 601) and a loop-headed pin (SF 521). 

Caugory Ironwork Copper alloy lead 
nl'¼ 11I% 11/PA 

Agricultural 5/2 0 0 
Footwear ( cleats 1617 0 0 
& hobnails) 
Household 4/2 1/4 0 
Kn.i\1es 14/6 0 0 
Nails 36116 0 0 
Miscellaneous 69/30 18/78 8(/3 

Personal 9/4 4117 0 

Structural 66128 0 0 

Tools/industrial 9/4 0 3127 

3/1 0 0 Transport 
1/1 0 0 Weapons 

Table 2 1: Metalwork divided by ca,cgory (%= of 
that particular metal) 
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Sire Copp,r alloy /YQJl /rem r,a,'/s (min. #) Lead 

Grateley South 41/3 91n 1200/89 JO/I 

Fullerton 26/2 121/10 1000/86 13/1 

Thru.·uon 2314 133/24 400/61 511 

Table 22: Quantities of metalwork at villas investigated by the Dancbury Environs Roman Proiccr (no./%) 

Category Chilgrw< I n/% Chi/grow 2 11/o/4 

Agricultural 3n 7/15 

Household 4/10 7/15 

Knives 5/12 4/11 

Nails 0 1/2 

Misc. 1•111 5/11 

Personal 7/17 1/2 

Structural 8/19 8/17 

Tools 8/19 13/28 

Table 23: Chilgrove I & 2, types of ironwork.~= there were •0:1any more' suips not listed in the catalogue 

The other noU1ble pieces include a 0ocking) key (SF 
I 63)J currently on display in Winchester Museum, 
in addition to several finings, such as SF 54 7, which 
appears to be a plate.: mount with a rectangu.lar pe.r• 
foration in the cent-re. Otherwise, the majoricy of the 
copper alloy is made up of unidentified fragments. 
Finally, a small group of lead was collected, but this 
comprises mainly undiagnostic fragments, although 
it does include a perforated disc (SF 202) and several 
pieces of slag. 

The assemblage from Sparsholt can be put into 
context by comparing iL to metalwork from other 
Roman sites, especially in Hampshire. The count)• 
has produced a raoge of Roman period sites ,vith 
large assemblages of metalwork produced by the 
excavations at Silchester (Richards 2000) and Win­
chester (Rees et at. 2008) (towns), Neatham (Red­
knap 1986) (small town) and l'ortchesrer (Webster 
1975•; 1975b) (militllry site), for example, but 
because these are non-rural senlemcms they arc not 
direcrly comparable. It is, however, interest.ing that 
at Neatham the proportion of copper alloy to iron­
work is roughly equal (47/49%), while at Portcbcster 
copper alloy finds clearly outnumber iron (63136%). 

h is more accurate to compare Sparshoh with 
other villas, a number of which have recently been 
investigated io Hampshire. At Monk Shert>orne a 
winged corridor house, pan of an 11is1cd building 
and traces of another stone structure_, occupied from 
the middle of the 3rd century until the end of the 
4th, were investigated (Teague 2005). Toe site has 
produced 240 metal artefacts ar~d in common v.-rith 
Sparsholt ironwork predominalcs: in ract 99% or 
the corpu$ is ironwork, the two copper alloy objects 
being ::i finger ring and a length of chain. The iron­
work is dominated by nails (n= 158/66%), with foot­
wear, mainly hobnails, making up the. next largest 
category (n=74131%). The remaining objecrs are 
Structural and household pieces:, plus several miscel­
laneous ancfacts. 1"hc Dane.bury Environs RQrnan 

Project has investigated several Roman villas on the 
Hampshire downland and all but Rowbury Faan 
and Flint Farm have yielded large metalwork assem­
blages. At Grate.ley South, Fullerton and Thru«on 
iron objecrs easily outnumber those of copper alloy 
and lead (Table 22), and the majority of the identi­
fied ironwork is again made up of nails. At Fullerton 
the next most numerous ot)jectS are cleats, scructural 
items and loots, while at Grareley South it i$ struc­
tural pieces, mols and cleats in that order. The pro-, 
portion of nails ac TI:u-u.'Ct◊n, h0\.l,'C\'Cl', is lower than 
at lhe other sites and the majority of the other iden­
tified artefacts are cleatS 20/16%, structural finin$S 
13110%, tools 7/9% and personal items 4/3%. At 
Sparsholt and the other Hampshire villas, structural 
pieces and dea"ts were frequcnl finds; tools were also 
common. 

Overall, the metalwork from Sparsholt and the 
other Hampshire vi11as is dominated by iromvork and 
this panern is also observed outside the county. Reln­
tivcly small quantities or metalwork were reco\lered 
from the villas at Chilgrove I and 2 (West Susse,,) 
(Down 1979). At Chilgrove I, 54 pieces were found 
o[ which 42 (78%) were iron, while at Chilgrove 2, of 
the 63 pieces 46 were iron (73%). Toe non-ferrous 
group from Chilgrove J conroins mainly personal 
items (n=l0), of which five are brooches, while at 
Chilgrove 2 the sample is also dominated by personal 
items (n= 13). At both villas the ironwork is domi­
nated by strUc1ural pieces a.ad tools, while ar Chil­
grovc I personal items arc relatively numerous, but 
at Chilgrove 2 agricultural and household item• ar< 
the next most frequent (Tobie 23). 

Spatlal distributlon 

Gtntral 

Iron is the most corn.moo matt:rinl from Sparsholt 
and also 3ccoums for over Lhrec..quarrc:rs of the 
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THE['1NDS 

frorn each indhridua1 silc-. There are 
111<1'i""rk I e coacentrations from the Hall and 
i""°"'1ari;d ~i AB 11, wilh relatively large quantities 
die '.l'tS1 e!, . House nod the tron Age settlement 
,.,,m ,be ,.,am 'd · r. th 
1J"'0 ' ) 1 has bctm possible to I enth}' c room 
(f1blc 24 • t arrcfacts were found, while in s.ome . :tu·b some . 
in u " (i rure/dc.posit from wh.1ch they were recov-
ases. m; ~::Oo,\111 although by this sragc the samples 
cttd" So ,-,1i to be meaningful. A quantification 

often roo "' · . 
"' . 'b ,·An of the ironwork by area 1s attempted, .,d djSIJI U lv , 

·• ne is broadly comparable m terms of the 
b<ll "'"' 0 I b' of iron\vork. OveraJ_I, srrucrura _o Jects and 
ll1"' 6 red prominently m all the maJOr areas. In "'! Fro, areas the miscellaneous category is well 
u 

0 
nred a result of the poor preservation of many 

"!'=~ds'. Th• assemblage of copper alloy is sm:,JJ, 
of d prob3b1v unrtpresemarivc, and it is nor possible 
ll-"l __ ..:..1e ~n accurate understanding of either the 
,. prv,N h' h th dJstttbution of the finds or the use to w 1c ey were 

p111. 

By b,,i/Ji11g.,i1t (Ji>ble 25) 

Tot pro,·enance of most of the finds is known, 
,W,ough tight anefacts are unstratified or ascribed 
lllllp~· to 'Site L' (Iron Age settlement), and include 
1<1'fflll hobnails (SFs 527, 529 and 53 1) and various 
mipS and unidentified objects. Site L produced the 
Ja,g<11 group of copper alloy objectS (21 %); se,•eral 
"" rctr1c,'ed from Iron Age Pit XV (SF 521, loop­
headed pill and SF 641, ring, top layer}, while a frag. 
mcntaryrod (SF 431), possibly part of a bracelet, and 
1 fiigment (SF 429), came from Iron Age Pit VIII or 
IX. ft is interesting chat apparently no ironwork was 
1"""'1 in the rwo Iron Age pits that produced copper 
•llo!' ancfaru. A decomed copper alloy ring (SF 
480) was found in Roman Ditch IT, but the majority 
of tht stratified material (n= 13} came from Roman 
Pit XX (Table 26), which also produced over half of 
lh< pou,ry for <his site and a wide range of faunal 
<tmains. One copper alloy artefact (SF 547) was 
l«O\tred: • perforated fining from Layer 12. Two 
l!Oo P>C<cs were recovered from a layer (8) that :,Jso 
Plllduced <he skeleton of a fox. A range of finds were 
found in olher la}'ers, for example a reaping hook 
iSl' ;g; from Layer 7), a chisel or punch (SF 597), 

Fe C11 Pb s., 
N11mber 

!ARB 26 7 I 
AllllCW) 17 2 0 
ABU (E) 71 2 8 
Ma111 H 27 6 I &:,, 

3 0 Han 
81 

'foi.i, 4 - 225 22 l l 
TlbJ, 24: 

M~ttrial by building/area 

143 
plus StrucnJral pieces such as sta I 
632} ~ad a double-spiked loop ciF ~

4
~Fs 559, 616, 

ma JOO I)' of the structural fittin .,__ l: In fact, <he 
fro th' • . ~ uvm this area cam 
. m 1s_ PH_, which suggestS the del'bc .e 

non of this material. 1 rate depc,s, .. 

Nsled Building U overlau an c 1• [} b • , a, ,e, structure (AB 
, . ut 1l was only possible to assign two 

to 11$ predecessor: SFs 619 and 624 I d i a ncfacts 
th bbl fill • ea s ag from c ru e of the hypocaus, Stoke hole. Th fi 
from Al3 II can be divided between the cast an~ ads 
ends. The former contained a bath .su,·1• and west 

d h \; several 
rooms an as produced the second lar est 
of metalwork from the villa althou•h <h 8 . ':'•up 
find , ..., e maJority of 

s could nor_ be assigned to a room or comext. The 
notable excepuoos are a tie/holdfast (SF 9} fr 
rubble c~mex:t in Room 15 and a composite iro:~n~ 
wood obiect (SF 532) from a plaster infill in R 
17. A collection of objects, mainly oails,. was dis:: 
ercd from the stoke hole (Room 16) and hypocaust 
c~annel (Room 15). In additioa, an unstratificd 
tnpod-~hal>'.'d object (SF 560) is oae of u:,e more 
mre_resung 1~erns, possibly the head of a cauJdroi\ 
cham. At th1s end of the building the area associ­
ated with the southern wall produced a number of 
lind.s. A goad (SF 4 72} was Stratified above the Boor 
cobbling but below a tile feature and this area also 
produced a copper alloy ring (SF 434) in Layer 2 
'tumble' and a cleat (SF 539) from ibe tile feature. A 
group of 32½ (SF 457) hobnails was found in a Javer 
(l} of backfill to the south of the south wall of Room 
17b, and another two were unstratfied (SFs 455, 
458). Three iron pipe collars were found in s1i:u in a 
droin to che south of the south wall; this facilirated 
the draining of water from the bath into a possible 
sump in the courtyard. The eas, cod also produced 
evidence for an oven and associated bumt area and 
produced a nail (SF 468) and an unidentified object, 
possibly a fragment of spiked loop or a figure-of• 
eight loop (SF 582) in a mortar layer (5). The east 
end is :,Jso notable for having produced the largest 
sample of lead, with three pieces (SFs 5 19, 543 and 
462) coming from burnt layers connected with the 
hypocaust channel and 611 associated with the stoke 
hole. Mosr of the lead is fragmentary and probab\y 
derived from the demolition of this struc.tUre. 

Fe Cu Pb 

Tou1ls P.numag~ 

34 76.47 20.59 2.94 

L9 89.47 10.53 0.00 

81 87.65 2.47 9.88 

34 79.41 17.65 2.94 

4 75.00 25.00 0.00 

86 94.19 4.65 1.16 

258 
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AB II (w,st md) # % 
Footwear 0 0.00 
Household 0 0.00 
Metalworking 0 0.00 
Transport 0 0.00 
Unknown 0 0.00 
Persooal 5.88 
Tools 5.88 
Weapons I 5.88 
Agricultural 2 11.76 
Knives 2 1 J .76 
Nails 3 I 7.65 
Sttucrurol 3 17.65 
M.isc. 4 23.53 

A 8 II (eas, ,11<0 # % 
Household 0 0.0() 
\~eapons 0 0.00 
Knives 1.41 
1\1.ctalworking 1.41 
Transporc I 1.41 
Unknown I 1.41 
Agt-iculrural 2 2.82 
Tools 2 2.82 
Personal 3 4.23 
Footwear 11 15.49 
Nails 11 15.49 
Misc. 17 23.94 
Strucru,al 21 29.58 

Si,e l. (IA/RB ,,-11se) # % 
Household 0 0.00 
Kniv~s 0 0.00 
Mecalworking 0 0.00 
Pcrsonol 0 0.00 
Traosport 0 0.00 
Weapons 0 0.00 
Unknown 0 0.00 
Agt-icultural I 3.85 
Tools 3.85 
Nails 2 7.69 
Footwear 4 15.38 
Misc. 8 30.77 
Sa-ucrural 10 38.46 

Table 25: Ironwork by category aod by building/area 

The west cod of AB a produced a ~mall quao• 
city of metalwork, al1ho~gb the majority could be 
a~igned to specific rooms. The animal remains indi• 
catc this was probably a domestic area involved io 
the production of food. Room 12, parr of a sujte of 
rooms that was a later addition to the building, pro• 
duccd the greatest number of stratified metal finds. 
In particular, an iron plough coulter (SF L2) was 
found in chn1k rubble and on lhc basis of its position 
seems to have been either leaning again~\> or hanging 
on, the wall. The object is evidence for arable cultiva­
tion - an assertion that is. supported by the parched 
grain recovered from the viJla Oohns100 1978, 72). 
Another agricultural implement was a goad (SF 

Main HtJus4 
Agricultural 
Foorwear 
Metalworking 
Weapons 
Unknown 
Personal 
Tools 
Transport 
Household 
Nails 
Knives 
i\,\isc. 
Structural 

Ha/I 
Agriculrural 
Weapons 
Unknown 
Foorwear 
Household 
Metalworking 
Tronspor1 
Tools 
Pcr$onal 
Knives 
Nails 
Strucrural 
Misc. 

# 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2 
4 
5 
6 
7 

¾ 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
3.70 
3.70 
3.70 
7.41 
14.81 
18.52 
22.22 
25.93 

# ¾ 
0 0.00 
0 0.00 
0 0.00 

1.23 
1.23 
1.23 

I l.23 
2 2.47 
4 4.94 
5 6.17 
11 13.58 
23 28.40 
32 39.51 

609), although this was unstratificd. Along with lhc 
pair of agriculruraJ cools from the east end, it sug• 
gesrs rhat certain areas of lhe building were used to 
store agricultural equipment. Three other artefac~ 
possibly come from Room 12: a knife (SF 17) from 
a rubble coniext above the floor of either Room 12 
or 19, and two rings (SFs 40 I, 582) which mai• also 
have come from Room 19. On the floor of Room 
13 were o nail (SF 381) and o rod (SF 380), while 
in Room 14 an unstTOtified copper alloy fitting (SF 
21 ) wu r-..""Covci:ed, along with a plate from 3 rubble: 
deposit. The main room (19) yielded only• COP!_"' 
alloy strip (SF 5), "hilc a chisel or punch (SF 3°7) 
came from a rubble layer north of Ute room. A s-rylu.s 
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~u11bir Obj«r 'YP< Conrtxt 

- double-SJ>ikcd loop 11 
546 staple se-cdon 4 
559 staple ? 
616 staple 7 
632 strip with nail 5 
~ slog 19 
o7 r:tJ!ping hook 7 
595 nail 5 
626 chiseVpunch 5 
S97 

plate section 4 
;74 
569 suip 18 

6)4 scrip 8 

500 bind 8 

Table 26: lronwor~ from Pit XX. Context = layer 
unless stated otherwise 

(SF 536) came from above a w11ll at the west end of 
die building. 

Onlv 25% of chc metalwork from the Main House 
ame • from recorded contexts. Of this total the 
m,joril)' (n=5) came from Room I (the Corridor): 
chr«: pieces, two nails (SFs 68, 72) and a staple (SF 
67), were found in the doorway to Room 9. A knife/ 
mor (SF 37) was recovered from outside the wall Qf 

Room 3 i.n a con1ext that is dated by coins and pot .. 
tm' 10 the late 3rd to trud-4th century. Room 11 pro• 
du~O<l a copper alloy binding (SF 73) from the floor 
ofilic hypocaust flue (completed by the final third of 
cJ,e 3rd century). The rest of the artefacts were recov• 
tl!d from lhc topsoil or were apparently un$[1'8tified 
1nd include copper alloy (bracelet SF 60 I, disc SF 
llJ and ring SF 155) and iron (?modelling 100! SF 
152 •nd pinlscylus SF 610) objects. The o>idden in 
me cow:t)·ard 10 the south of the building yielded a 
possible binding from a vessel (SF 157) and • pos­
~bl• scraper (SF 158) from the topsoil layer over­
lying it. 0-·eraU, this is a very modest group which 
provides little insight into the either the functions 
'5SO<:iated with this building and its individual rooms 
or 1he e.<:onomic aad social importance of the occu• 
!'""IS, although the small group of copper alloy finds 
3 geoeraUy typical of the debris from a villa. 

Th, Barn produced just four objects. A copper 
•Uoy penannular bro0<:h (SF J 00) of Fowler Type 
l\2 was found ia the baulk of Room 21; a composite 
Iron and copper alloy bracket or binding, for fumi­
~c or a box) was rerrieved ftom an unknown loca­
uon CTrench E2) in Room 22; while an iron staple 
/SF l20) came from the entrance. There is also an 
""1tratified nail (SF 133). The metalwork does not 
~Ip identify the function of the building. The single 
;d from Site E (trial trenching ro the south-east of 
~ .. Barn) is a possible bolt from a barb-spring pad-

Them • • H IJ • :lJOnty of the metalwork comes from the 
pi a ' but lhc largest group comprises miscellaneous 
.:• that cannot be readily identified or could have 
pbt'td a range_ ot purposes, such as iron rings and 

es. The budding was not S\lb-divided into >epa• 
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rate rooms and the mnioricy of the 6nds c:nmc 
u.nrecorded or poody stratified contexts within :~ 
v1dual ~n,ches. 1?e group conmins four co -
alloy obJc~a; of which an Iron Age fibula broochp&c: 
417, possible Nauheim derivative) found oucsidc 
the structure and below a pile of slaLes is the most 
notable, the other anefacts being fragm C d th ents. om-
pare to e other buildings, there arc 8 ,lightly 
higher number of tools and knives but this dM , •

1 
• d ' , v-..s not 

ncc~-SSar1 Y.m icate that the Strucrurc was used ._ 
~anly for mdustriaJ activities and there is only ~~e 
piece of slag (SF 334). A small group of hobnails (SF 
408) was found below rubble on the floor while a 
buckle (SF 405) was discovered below rubble in th. 
entrance to the building. Intercsting)y, the site ba: 
produced the greatest number of nails and struc­
rural pieces, which may suggest that it was not as 
thoroughly suipped of its fittings as the other build­
ings. Most of lhese are unstratilied, except for sev­
eral nails found in layers of black humus, a hook or 
loop (SF 339) from the flint and clay cobbling, a 
sraple (SF 353) from debris west of the building's 
wall, and a composite iron and copper alloy nai.Vri\'et 
head (SF 352) from chalk packing in the comer of 
the building:. Overall, the finds provide no clues as 10 

why the structure was located outside lhe north-east 
corner of the villa complex. 

T he catalogues 

Copp,raJr.,, 

J ntroduction 

This assemblage consi.·ut or four items or personal adorn~ru 
(all from 1q,antc ,:1tc:s). St\-~I tininp, 2nd • disparate coll«· 
rion o( fnagm-cnt:ary anefacu t.h~t lo.ck firm idtntfficarion. The 
Inner contains~ group of s.ix rinp, whda could hnv~ bten used (or 
tu1tpension, although it is possible- that st,'tr,1 n1ay lm't: been ting-er 
n~ etpt<Jlkll!' 1he c:x:Ainples w,tb simple ornament. In addition, 
lhert' is n lc\etr,,kJek kty, which is \'try simila.r in o-ppcaranoc and 
(unci;Km to a modem k,(y. Thtt:e aneraru. (SF• 431, ,21 and 641) 
were te('O','t:ttd from Iron A,ac p 11s. 

Household 
SF J6J. Key (k\"tt--lock). Lcn$.1h 70 mm,d1aineter of loop 20 rnm 
{MtAning 1985, 94, pl. 42.60--62). M.:iin House, Baulk 28.IJl/33, 
top$0il I, 

Ol;>;rc:.tt" or p,el"$onal use 

SF 100. Pcniu:mular brooch. Di.amct:et 28 mm. Cim,lar ~!,on 
with milled knobbcd tmninalt, _pm is wn,,pptd aro1,1~ th~ m\g. 
f.ow-ler1)J)e A2 (Butcher 2001, 65, fig. 26..143, lac!<$ pm; Websttt 
1cn5a, 1~, fig. 109.6). Barn,Trcn<:h Pt, 1n ~ulk, Room 21. Late 
(ron Age to end o( Roman period. 

SF 411. J3r()C)Ch. Length 52 mm, \l.idth 18 mm. Fibulll broo:t' 
?Nouht-i:m d~rlwam~ (Price 2000, 3)•, fig. 2. ! . .3), H.:tlJ, Tn-.nch ~ 
l..:a)·t.r 9 below sla1($, ouu.idc end v.-2n o.tbuddlng. lroo Ag~ b 
Ut cen~ry BC-l~t<:enruryAD(Fit;. 106.1), 

SF S21. Pin. IA'ngth 82 rnm. LooJ)('d head! t,,e.,tlboo~d poFiin, 
(diameter o mm). lro,n A;c. sue. (ron Age Pit XV, Lnycr ) ( Ii 

106.2) . 

69 wkl.Lh 1 mm f~gmcnt, r«an• 
SF60I. Br.l<:cl~1.Oi.tmeter ntm, f,. ,0()() 'IJ n.o.U5,r10l 
guln s«-tion, fine oou:t1ed dCCof'llli<>n ( 'rtce ,. ~ ' 
Ulusttared), Mam House? CF11, I06,J). 
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'lllllHSDS 

~ ,md ~ c,,f unkrk,w.i, (11n1,.o,,o 
,....-­

• &IWIIII l.t«i,ttl 2J mm, .,,~hh lff mm f·na_,nC'nt or ..:urru• 
fF t a:z! tmdillir \t,,m H-<w. Jl,JQIIII t I I floor ot 
~-:i:::=rd (I( JrJ .;c-nr\d') I hg 106 L 

f nina Lm,:dl 'JO mm. •1dtb Jl mm MaCfflCffl ol rahcct 
Sf 11 ' of,-c. ,\11 II, ll~t cnJ.'rttnds 12. Room 11 

--­SF 1., f'iwtll- O. tJlt1m:·1t1 lS mm) ~uh rcr(()rtlrJ cc-nin: _,-,,o,---.--. ,1 ... H ..... 1-1c. 
16< <I 

SF~ Filtlfll 1..tn,th 11 mm, •·~.1'11'1 ll mm Ptrfonttd ""'"" 

..;., -- - ~ 1No A., ""• tntl l!ffi<b 6, 
l6rO: CII' 4, N:,narc H r., 10,,. o l 

SF '4◄ f"lftlCII , UftCdl JI mm. dt "' PlMt' moutlt •fib 
.-PW perl'...,..1kin u, 1,;('ntrt, Iron Aie ,,1c. Koman Pu XX, 
i,,,r ll ~ 100-7J. 

<ff#! be Dimnrla"l2mm ~rmZI.-...N'Olrlm«J-"('Qlllllnll 

• wrc, al'\--uJat tttnoo, duun l.n). Pr smr"·n,wn nna (Hoi1lty 
,:on.1o,a,.t, UIT♦---o} (n:G .~ .mr. lton. Pit !\.'V, lop M)ltt 
I I ,,, 10. t), 

SFZf ~ ._ :?!l- o..l ...,_ .itann.p 1936, 10., 
6r. :J J(ll). \\am.H,,u,c,Ttcoch h, tor~vu. ltnom 1 <rw 106 Q) 

{F.19 Rao, llwDcttr 15 mm, w,J1h I ."'I mm R.cctilll$Ul•r 1a:oon 
1'8D•cad. 

fF 1c, kilJ o.-.ra, 2:!I ~ width 1 ' - 8ea&,. c:in.,dc 
\Cl,.'"000r,aud4" ootth•ns ncllr tc•mun,J. Mtm H\)US(, 

SF 4H Rq o..ntttt 21 mm, widd, I mm. Dttlttared t,, bllnJe 
cl~ m.k man lap j,:.io.1 AB II cut cnJ. ,-N"ncb .JR. t..ayc,r 
1. ............ ., ........ 

Sf ,:a 11111 0..-.U u _,,,_ W1u .. .Ill. 01 b4.0s:al •ith 
1111plt immhtd dc\-on.tiM 00 tht (actt. 1n,n Aat •it~. (),cc:b It, ~•.--.... 
1'411 Wl.a,pJl-. Fr a __,........,...,_, 
IIFUlfC•oonc md l'os.,1til) parl of• hrt«lt'I , Iron Aa~ •1tt, Iron .1o,r.,m 

SF$ ~~l•ma.•-idrbis-. Slchrb<ad a1md Ali 
■ -ml,TmidlJ.ondn.....,,_.a.1,s.R,,.,,,.10 

SF" r .. .._ 120 mm. - · c.m., N<t>m •-.di dwacur 
1.$ mm.1iall1 Tttnch l 

!'" "' ""mt1n, rombl)' ■ lhank. Lt'nith J I mm H,11, Ttt-l'Kh 
" •tac:l:b=aaomto......a. 

... S, l'1 Ft,__ 1-20-. •uD. Trad,), lo block b"""" ·-

SP 51 R,;,l'U>I ,_._ l.mc,h I J8 mn, /\ .\u- l)p, J ,od. 

rtcd tut'lllil book bandk ol ~ ICCb.'J.a and •hb a ,'\U'WJ 
l,jaJ. Ton, .,. _,, """"""' ~ ,......,. -
• ''d'J 'RD:UW • •dact frlllD JIOO lliD ~- of la:itlh J tt mm 
1,.......,_ •••s. "· p1 22, no1, •lw ""°""' cump1e b <oUJ 
from Ou!~ 2 (o.,r..."ll 1979, 111, &s •~ Jl). Sudl bm, arc 
......,.. on - ,..., A., md Romoa -~ dw 11<,,ua 
p~n att nwtt vhm tan,tJ thani IJIXM'tCd (..\~ ltS'S. SJ 
"8U-md ,._101u1. 

.tF .t9f Jtc,.,_. hook.. l..a:lllh 6.2 mm A hp,Mn&ary tt~ hoo\ 
or Manrun, 1ypc I •itb a Suektcd CITICffll~ bladt l'1tn 

• an lron • l)'JIC aDJ • CDCDpll'1ibk ~ ea bit c:n<J from 
Hod H1D (tk,Ni.) l.\l.uuun, tt,J.1), pi U, l:Z4). Tht S_p&l'llri, 
namrk dd!"cn ~ ba,-q. ~ racbcr IDlft. cumnc 11,Wt 
'""'·'11< du, R.>mm I'll x.x. ,..,.., 7 (f .. 107 ••1 . 

fu:if\lcar 

n.r ~ .-MC□Usce COMnb ot bocb ueau anJ hi.~ nx 
n~1ot1t)' cyf cht CW111 wert from the toe ol ■ ,h,,)l' er booc and ttDJ 
to ta.ft u or.t body •ilh lonc WIii, ~..tat dean "ffl' bm asi 

?--.n,Nm ( .. « bc-k•). '" .J.ilrioft. dMn " ■ r■Jt ot ~ hm 
dob.'lllccuftll'lnwicb-lMl&'ft\lT..,......,...rt,,I«_. 
~ -~ i_M..mm:n, J91i.S. tll). Sn ....... bobD■ib Mn low':iJ, 
r,I N1-' lf'OU:r"' oLbotwwih. 

SJ 18 C1a1 ~h JO nun. wlddt U mm .\ dm.. or tUl'k, M' 
11 • a boot OI' ilb)(-• onJ hody and kcc WIii j ~ I~ 

111. lia t7.2'1l7). Aff U ft\f fflJ. Trench :I, lwom J7 • b. 

.51· $1 Oir1t1 Lffltlh ;u, mm. wi.tth 10 mm. ·" ckal. °' .c.q,k, 
• ·~ ;t,ooco,.a..,,onlboJyaaJ .... ...,._ABll-md, 
lrmc:h UI, h.,.od 
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Ltngih 35 mm, width 85 mm. A cleat, or 11apl-e.1 (or 
j'f1'J Clt~t._a. 14 thowl body (,'bid, I IS, Ilg. 77.20S). Iron.~ 

(d'"t,octor ,au~ 1 I 
tclC' ~ 5_;10 (upper pi, liU), ch.rJt :aycr, 
~rt, 1-• 

Lt gtb 41 mm, width 13mm A dni11 6rt,taplt, (or 
sF Jj,G. Clc•r. ·" n of ov,,I body. A8 U e11111 end, ·rrcnch 26, Layer 
t« qi boOC or "'pe 
;,, nsbtdt rU1J1hk, 

Ur.igtb 25 mm, y,;dth 19 mm. Ck21, or staple, for 
sF-159• CJt;ir.. sti«' A.8 11 e:1t1 end, 'frcnch u. edge of drain. 
IOC o( t,,c11JHlf - • • 

Cl 1.-fflll:(h 95 mm. Clc.a1, or staple, fqr boo1 or shoe 
sr5J~' ~~. fig. 77,212; J 19, fig. 80.271 ). A8 U catt end, 
~ 280 ~)W 919, line o(l()Uth wall. 

, ?Ck.at, LfflJt,h 25 mm, \'- idth I, mm. Probable cleat for 
:!::~d#bcd(ib,J, 11.5, tig, 7i.212) , ABU ('ffl end, 1'rcnch 271 

t.«:,u 6. "'"'' rumble 

SF m, ;ciai. U'ngtb 25 mm, width 16 mm. P111sme:ntary. 
~bk ·cleat (or tot o( bo()1 or 11~ hecl. AR lJ east cnd, La;~r 1, 
"""' di~ Room 18. 

SF '408. flobcw!t, Group of fi\'C" boot or UIOt" n.iilt. Hall, Tunchc, 

2, 6 #Id tl, l)dcw.· rubble cm Door. 

SF'45.S. Hobnoil t..cngtb 16 mm. AB 11 e-.ut end, Tn:nch 2S, Ul)~r 
I 

SF4J1. CtollP ci(32½ hobiuil$.AB U cut end, Trench 25, l.aY(r I 
,~1b of Kluth "'·.all of A.B n, 2S mrn from p!asttr). 

SF$.1"!. H0001il. Lc:ngdl 17 mm. Jron Aac site. 

SPSJ9.HobN.'iL Le.ng,t,b 14 mm. lronAg.:si(e. 

SF.s,n Hobn1iJ. Lcngth IS mm. Iron Agt titc. 

Sf m. Ho1>n1a.1.<llglh ZO mm. nil n east end, Trench 27, I.JJ)'<t ... 
SF 6#0. H.obn1til ungth 7 mm. A8 fl HU end~ sectiO'n throuSfh 
R@il8. 

RolMhold liuit>g8 •nd item, 

F~t, ol twO possiblt bolts from barwd-spnng padlocks were 
tttomtd. tb:s v.as I common tyPC: and worked by pushing a bolt 
inro die lod;', cas.r, ~-h.ile the sprinp, or ba,rb,., o( the bolt v.vuld 
h.:k Um.to pl, cc (Mt.Ming 1985, 9,) . 

\'tskh. ,ticn u buc~ arc tntlfll)' repr(':$('nted by their metal 
flticcl, e.g, hoot)I and h.andk:1, but it ii possible that SP $? CS a 
l:wfint £run the upper C'dge or an iron--bound \'C5scl. 

Low 

SF I, floc:t. Length 104 mm. A pan1bie bolt Crom • bo.rb-~nng 
~ •ith PllrtJ of t'WO springs ~ 1989• 208, 6g. 27. I 0.30; 
:,~ & ~lff 2000, 132, (rg. 4.19.187). She 6, Trench 3. day 
•~ llim,Couni-.nJ wall (Fig. 108.15). 

~:!..!_· ?l«k.. l.c:nath 84 mm, A possible bolt from n barl>sprinJ,; 
,.~ liall, l'ttnch 3, wutr;u:ificd. 

Ooznt:C!le Utcn,:Ql 

~:
1
• !8~ Length 63 mm, 'Aidt.h '20 mm. Fragment with 

1-... ... td&t, _P0S.Sible ,-tsw:I bmdmg. Main HoU5C, T~nch 3:l_. ...,,_ l, d,br•J. 

~..., .. _ 
~.arc • rtbth'tly lvge nunibet or kn,i\-ct ah.h<>ugh there •tt 
..... ~ ldcari(ying the type becauM: of wear t~ the blade :md poor 
~ the latter bc:lng o p:micuJar problem, The dimension, 
~c att to the lcng1h or I.he ob;ca, 1ri. widlh and (where an 
11,t~ ~citl "1aS J)OSS.i.b&e) lhe thic-knffl 1cros..-c. tbc top()( 

SF 98. ~c. ":ani and, frtam~t of blade. u.,gm t 10 mm, width 
21 mm.1oo lmlc survi\14.-s to identify type:. Hall 1'tt-nth 3 ("'g 108.19), t J"I • 

SF 264. Kzb(e. L:ngth 310 mm~ width lS mm. Fnpnent <,(Iona 
bl:adc and &ang, kCd<>n b: conca\"t: In sh~. Tip of blade mi:ssmg 
UMble 10 dc1erminc type'. Hall, "frtna, 2. l.a)1tt 4 (Fia. 10$,20). ' 

SF J84. Knife h-nndle. Length 94 mm. The knife ha$ a bo~ hn:ndJe, 
?'°o. t~g ll.nd cq)Prf •Uoy tnd plale (di.amcttr 20 mm). 'The bl~c 
tsmiss1ng,AB fn wcs:1 cod,Trcneh 6i.. Room U {Fig. 108.21). 

SP 656(7). KnJ!c • .Length 80 mm, widl.h 22 mm, A. ~t or 
bi.ode and tang. Too HnJc aurvi,·cs to id-t::nhfy 1.Yf)e, Pt'O\'Cnancc 
unknown. 

SPOGA. KnJfe, l..enS,ffi opprox.. 205 mm, widlh 25 mm, lhi,ckocn 5 
m.m. The btldc rs bc-n1 OJ rrght anaJ« to 1he- tang. Docs not uppear 
to conform to• Mannina type. Provtnaooe unknown (F,g. 108.22). 

SF IJ6. ?Knife. t..cns1h JS mm, width 1,: mm~ thicknc-.n 10 mm. 
Po$s-ible blade tip: Poimrd end, trlao,ular 'l.t'Ction. Too lhllc­
survi\'eS t<> idmnfy type. Halt Tttnch 3. 

SF W . ?Krufe. Lcngm 'i'i mm. ?Knife c.ng of rter.angulAr 'ketion. 
Too liu.Jc su.m,,c:s t0 Identify fYJl'C.. Hllll1 "rtench 31 

SF 295. (Knife. ll..cngth 115 mm, width 2:1 mm. The o~ct hot.• 
diamond-shaped sccrlon (9 mm width) a~d is • possible. tniri: or 
tQOI. H,11, Trench 3, Laj-cr 7, humus in-fiU 

SPDPY ?Knife. Leogth 84 mm, W1dth ZJ mm, thickness 5 mm. A 
possible ~na: and pm of bfadc. 'loo little ,urvives 10 jdetu.lfy t)'J)t. 

Provtnanc;c unknffl''O (Fig.. 108.23). 

SPDFIIU. ?Kni!e. Lc-ne,th 95 mm, width 16 mm. thicMm <I mm 
Posiible b1•dc. i\bnning 1}-pc: 18.8. Prm'fflao~ unknown (Fig. 
108.24). 

Nails, s:,uds and ri,1tt:S 

·11te exn.m.,les from Spsrs:hoh :itt dtmificd using tbC' 1)-'J>Clf dl~ 
by Mimning. No,ls att the m(.)$"1 common iron 6.nd from Rooiano-­
Bntish sites, bul Ille bulk belong to one of ,wo ~ (M•Mlng 
1c>85, 134). Type Ii$ Uit mOifl frtQllffltlyocc;u"'";I natl, f~lo\l.'td 
in a much ,maUl:'.r q~nricy by 1)-pe 2 (ibtd}. A \'&nc:I:)' of d1n:_«cnc 
nails wett rtooVCrf:d from Sp3-rsbolt, and, as ~tcd, th~ ma_lOnt)' 
can be e.la!lllifitd IU l),'J)(' 1. ~-c-r1l or the more ,nrcn-sang oa.m­
ples h:I\,: t,c.,>:n iJlusmm:d and :tR' li~1cd ~low, Thirty ni;;; ;a,,: dnr~ 
been tnduded i.n U1e nWOgtU" and d~tails o(,~ can ow, 
the archn'C', 

SF 4J. Ht:td o( n11ii.l/$tod, diameter 25 mm. Brom:c •~ ~=~ 
domed head. Iron ~pi)(t:d shank. O0\WSt ro :\la~lng: i:i~ . w,D) 
l979, l S5, fig. 47 ,.If). Tttncb JI (topsotl ouwdc C ty2l'd 
(F,g. 108.25), 



150 
THl!FINDS 

- - -

17 

I 

( 

22 

f 
- --

23 

S II finds 15- 27 · Iron Fig 108 ma 

--

18 

- ---

20 

21 

... @ 
25 

• ' 

-

I 

• 
... 

- - I 

I 

I 

--

~ 
26 

i -• 

(loll" I""' -­t! P,od, ,l)o, 

i:-u All n \u,,.., l 
.... 1""'1' --U6' l""' 

~Lap. I~ 
Wnl"rtl. F! 

"5!S 1l AE 

lldlqd,7 
-.,,bad"' 
-,1;~ lie-

It lld, Tftlld -lloldo,c ..... 
...i.,- .. 
~ ,:,pt 
!ff,l\.!ic 

'°"-lo,. 

''-'hit' .......... "' 
t:o(lf'Clu.• 

..... \,l!ao, 

~ ... """ 6t 

'""'-lcoaii 
~ ... 



., 

• 

I 

THE FINDS 

gt.h 1 1 s mm (bro'-.en shll:fr,). Rectnngular s«i.1on1 
Sf 41. :,tail, L<n d·..1b"hammt:rinJ;. M.annif'IB~ 2. A.8 n cn1 

~.ub«(lf\'IUO '-" , ) 
:: n,oclt 16, ~.,,,,, 19 (Fig, 108.26 • 

J of n.tiJfscud, dusmC"ftr ~a. mm, Bron1:e $.h<C'c OVt'.r 
sF J.tt. He• ,cl. lroo t1pikcJ $htnkt iitm1lar to SF -13. Cl~1 to 
i,l.'ll d,...mtJ he S f,b.lJ TIVlch ,f, l,.tycr 5, ch:ilk pacldn3 an COl'rK.'1" 
!W.JOJ 1)1>< • ' SF 226. Ferrule. La,glh 95 mm. A boll , ii;,. ,~.21), 

J~t:, \\·cte ttro'>·c:rcd ttult Wtte prob:ibly the chis'Ch or 
Se,t olthe m<ti~wkcr, but •s Minning s.tatN (1985, 9· JO), 
ra:ir. «ten PfO\t' ,-cry dtffkult to (mllnguish bclWtffl these coots. 
I can corf14!(1®dcd b)' tht fact Wt most o!tht' 1.~bjccts lCOUlti\'tl)' 

~ u dlnth lack thcit hcadst thU$ mak,,.ag a definite idcnri• 

- ,mposs;bl<-

SF JJ?. ClllscJ or punch. Length 83 mm. P-ra~cmary. 
ltAi.!0Pf ffl:UOU., squatt head (width 18 mm) (M:1nmng 1985, 
J0, ... 5,A2S~ Punch ('J)own 1979, US, f'li, 47.13) o, chls<I (!sue 
200I 121, &,. $0, l). AD O \\UI md, Trench yPI,, Layer 3, rubbl~ 
b\t(~o(wall. Roam 19? 

SF $11 ClllJd or punch Ut'IS',h M mm. Stout obJL"'O► with fl_at• 
m tnd, ttCUngular sc-ction~ a punch, chisel or wod,:r (Manning 
14SS, J~ pl. S,A.26). Iron Ag,c site, Rom:,n J>i1 XX, IA)'C1" ,5. 

SF'1 ?CJmel. Lenidt- IS6 mm, mdth M min. Object tapers co 
rc-, v.idl iwo _m'et$. Rectangular SC'Cl.ion, J)t)$$ibly sJmil,11r to 
llannmJ J98-SA30·'3J. ADU, Trench S/8, La)"t't 11, Roon1 17, 

SF J.11. ?Clrisd. Lfflgih 7' mm, w1dch 0.8 mm T11pe.rlng, recrangu­
"'""""° objm, ht>d m"'ing, pouibly • ch.ikl (Rklmd, 2000, 
JoO, fig l71.77; 370, iig, 171.93; 1\'1.annin3 1985, 9, pJ. 5 A.22). 
lblJ, Trmch ), 

SF )19 Ol!'<Ut, Cubc--sha))4M objccr, 19 mm' A.B U eas1 end 
i1Wtr1116N). 

SF J.U. Sla:g. Hall. Trtl\ch 2. 

Olbttmdt1$tnn 
SF '19k .\1oddlmg tool or possibly ttylus. Length 11 S mm, 
_. 7 rmn. ~~ s«ticm, J)O$S"lbly doublc-•cndcd implemen1 
.~luuq 198--S, 32, pl. 13, Cl2; Rich:i.tds 2000, 370, 6,g. 171.94i 
,\hnnq 198•1, 8$, fig. '37,9• singjc-~l)ded example) . H11II, Tr~nch 
"\ UOltnU!kJ, 

Sf l.!'l. 1,llbdtll,ng 1001. Length 117 nun, widlh 35 mm (h•ad). 
~ )Cffi(ln, !on, shank, whh spitu.lute Mad exhibiting teeth. A 
~ modcllmg 1001, but d<>f$: not conform ~o •ny or M,.nning's 
"1'I' .Ii,;, HO\U< (Fig, 109,21!). 

SFIJ8 !Sen 
roled ~ ptt. Lcn,ph 16l mm, width 17 mm. Jmpkmeot With 

llld \Ii ttt"mznal and upering I.hank. A pos,:iblc scraper (1\,toukl 
~ ttJ6tt:r 2000, Ill, fig 4.15.t,9). Mstln Hou11,e, lrc:nch 33, 

ObitaJ (If Pfflon-1 u~ 

~ a imatl~ .btu disp.,cat~ coUecdon of ob)('Cu, COOJJ!!tiog 
~ 1ICCC:$$0~ •nd \!.Tiling imp1erucms. AU the ttyb from 
ot t)J>c ._.::r iron, "hich wouJd probably h•\'C been the cbcap­
!hu ~ ha lc (Maarung l98S.85). ~ is also 11n iron rcrruk 

\·e bctn fitted 10 ~i1hc-r • ~uff or t.peB.t 
SfJJ.< llroocJ,, 
~rttn_:~ ◄5 mm, w'idth 19 mm, Fibula brooch,pin 

..._..... ltctJon. Ha.11,Trtnd, ii, Layer I, unstnrified, 

attachment 10 • \Vood.en ,;h~ft C)r a ow IO(lr.c~cd ferro.le: for 
J t3. fig. 77, 196). Hall, Trench 2~ la}:!, t,r SJ)tar (Redknap 1486, 

SF 608. Smlp fi11:u1g. l.c:nstth 32 mm wid1h J7 'N 
l.ng, POt.slbly for knife Sbtlllth (Rtd.k:n;p 198«, J l~rr:..-· i

8
~

7
' b)ind_ 

11~-e,t<'fl<l(Flg. 109,29). • ,,.., ,al ,AB 

s~· $J6. Scyl·us.. Lma,b 94 mn,.. $qua~ tct'tion It> cirrul,1r ~c;c.n 
wnh d.:una.gcd ~r and broken POmt. M.llnninj: 1\-pc 3 (l Q85 
81).AB U eaucod,Trc:n,ch 31 at~U)'t'r 2.:tbo\'c waltofAB I . ' 

SP 456. S~•~~ Ltnath 120 m.m. Circular 11ect1on, ,mact c:r:istt llnd 
pouu, Mannin;:lypc, 3, Ahn ellS{ end, Trtoch 2'8, l.a><cr s. 

SF 610, ?Pi~s-t)'ru$.. l..cngt.h 76 mm. Frasn,cru, tapering 
10 

Potm. 
c:itcular SOCti<>n, P<)S;sibty a pin or Sl}'lus. Milin Hou!<', 

1\>lis«llancous fra,gm~ms (lr qb,ectt of unknown function 

1_'hi: grc.,up coo to.ms several iron rin.;:s of"trylng di:tmetcn, 0..'CtllU, 
n~ llrt vtry co~mon and c-oft'I( in 11 ran;:c or differ-cot 

1
ius, 

which rc:fl~t a "~et)' or fu.ncti()nJ (Mannina l 98S, MO). M
41
ny 

Y.'t're aS$0C.ia1ed wuh hors,e cquipancnt, or scn"Cd a, gcne:r1.I f.allt.cn­
ihgr,, but as Manning (ibi'd) St3tC:S. rings L'OUld tu\~ btffl pu1 10 
many Otht'r mes, ,ueh :as finger nngs: Or a.s pirt of a di.tin,. Tbctt att 
m.1mcrous fragmc,ns of 5triJ)$ (n=-2l). which WC!fl: probably bu•d· 
ings for boxes 11nd 1tructt1ral wood .... -ork (ibid~ 142), but withQuc 
funhcr m!ormuion jt ~ im~siblt 10 .gi\'t de-finite identifnttQns. 
plus p1atCJ, rods ctlc. and iron ft12,snentS (n==-12). Thqc hn,'C nor 
~ included in !be c:1mloguc; det.aikcllJl be found en 1heuchi\-c. 

SF Jj, Plate. Lengr,b 57 nun. wktth 38 mm, Cun"td plate trig. 

mau wilh a llp 111 wider edg:e. Possibh• pan of s Y.'lttt pipe junn:ioo 
COila(, Or hubm11Ve lining (Manning 1985, 72, pi, 30, H.35-6). M:a,in 
House.Trench 17, lOPS()0. 

SP )$. Plate with fragmenu1ry sh:u,~ (length 17 mm) and 
?di1tn:1ond-sh11pcd bead. ?R.n~t. AB U west cnd/l''rcncb 15, l.ayct z. 
on rubble, Room J-l (F.ia, 109.30) . 

SP $$. Ring. Oiitncttt 50 mm, d.rculat secrion~ .t\B 11 t'as1 t'rld. 
Layer 3, fall of roof with bum:1 material (Flg. l00.31). 

SF 382. Ring. Di2mctCT "3 mm. ?Squatt section. AB u WCSI ~n,d, 
T"'n<h p3, Lay..- I?. Room 12?(Fia. 109.32), 

SF 401. Rlllg, Oiamctcr ),3 mm, eit(,,alu sct.taoa .. Fragmt'nt of1ron 
fu~ to the objttr. AB n v.'dt end, Trench E2, Ulyer 3, rubble. 
Room 23? 

SF t,?-7. Strip. Lcng;tb 132 mm. U-shapc:d croppculloy binding 0'1:r 
un iron mner core (origmally 4 piettS). Po$$1bly a broe;kct or bind• 
ins ror fumirutt or a»x (Price 2000, 61, fig. 2.16.406; Goodbwn 
198·1, S3, fit;. 21.18.$). B:arn, Tttnch IU, Room 22 (Fig, 109.))). 

SF 606. Strip. Lc:ngth 120 mm, width IS mm. Possibly ptn afSP 
607.AB U caSt end (Fig, 109.34). 

SF 64i. StJlP. Lc.!'IJ;l.h 120 mm, Mdth Ii mm. f~fn'll'ftt ofbindmit 
or cool. ~abl)'p.lr~ ofSF606. AB a eaSt end (F;s. 109.35). 

SF 619 Strip w1lb &CJ)ar:ite socket, A possible hinge l..ffll~b 59 
min~ width 27 mm. 0111mc1er of t.oelkt 9 mm Iron Age site. 

\ rtpod~pcd obJCct with (OL\t 
SF 560, Tripod. Leog1h 77 mm.' I chain (M.att.nl:oi 198.S, 
polntt'd leg$. Possibl)' I hetid o(od1I ~~)) CXL 

2 
(Fig. 109.36). 

ioo-z, pJ. u,.r10). AU u ca:u c . • • 
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, --4.. $0 mm, width 30 mm. Sligtuty cun~. ri~t 
.. .: "' Plitt, 1,,JOlf>U• 

;.:Slff'l'b.t co SF J J. ~1.a'in HollSt'. 

Th--o I.bin lr'\ln ~ (~nA:"' s, mm 4J.ld I 00 mm) or 
sfl(}I ~ \\-itb CQJ'!Pff llUQ)' b1ndin1;. J)l)nibly 0. handle. Ho.lJ, 
~. ,--,-ail dmhumusl.t1ytr. 
1'~>,-1 ' 

11 ft(ld. LcAi:tb 160 mm. A twi,ctd ~ of rtteanguliar &ectioo, 
sFJ • latch ldtirr or long bent pin (Price 2000, 71, ti.g. 3.3.86). f::~ 2,.umu:uiticd. 

~..., bat J..e-ugth 95 mm. Reer11na;1.1J11T s«tjon, AQ 1J ccm 
SFJti- I' aid, L,:iolk. LilJd" 4, U})o\"C wal JC3(Ut'C'. 

SF j)2, Ol)Ject. Ungth JO mm. Iron und wood. A8 U tllSt end, 
~ l7, p&.,ttttn•fiU. 

$81 Ob,cct, Length 80 mm. Sq~-sccrN)n«1 (x-~y .shcw.·.> 
:td tn-mlilaJ), possjbly ~cor o( sp~lted loop (1.i.annmg 19-SS, 
p1.•J,IU9Joca Jlgu..-of-eoglu loop (/hid, pl. 6-1, S.14). AB D mt 
md, Tttt:1cb JOt U)'el' '• in mort4r, M'efl$,'burnt area. 

s,,,,ro,,al ful.,,;, 

Tim" oric- or tht largest groups muging from itructuml bindinp, 
CIIOU!lb 'i1olrio1u hooks to w:ucr pi~ collllr$. Many or the aneracts 
(n=2O att undi~tic and or frn,emcntary and hllvc noI bttn 
ll'ldudtd m the c1maloiue, ~uau,. or th('S(' can be found m the ,_ 
SF 1t1. Binditlg, Length 41 mm, width )3 mm. Rectangular ob;«t 
d,quztt t«tion. Binding (Rtdknap J986,, I JS, Jig. 78.214). Hall, 
Trcncb ), l...aycr 4, bi~ hutnus :.00\~ narura.l. 

SF 199 81t1din,a:. l.englh 56 mm, wKltb IS mm. Rccu1ngular 
~ ponibl>· an angle binding (.M.anniog 198,, 142, pi, 
69.SI 10). Jhll, Trench 3, L.'l)'et' •I, black hum\tl abo\>t n11tural. 

SF ;w, 8mwng. L<nalb 14 mm, width 15 mm. Rivti hol,. Hill, 
Tm>dll. 

SF JU. ~~ Lc-ogth OS cnm, width 20 mm. Pcrfotsted. Hall, 
Trench J;, llt\Jtr.1ti1ic-d., 

SF SI ?Binding. unam 6S mm, width 28 mm. Two pcrforaoom:. 
JltQbably • bmdina (Prict 2000, 81, fig. 3.8314). AR U cas, end, 
T""d, 18, uy,, 2 (l',g. I 10.37). 

SF 6.l.5. fBmdzog. U!ngth 42 mm, width 28 m:m. A rou.ndcd ancl 
rmmud ccrminal (d~mtter I 2 mm)1 poSSJbly :a (n.gmcnr of ~ 
~ ,inp (Rfdknap 1986, 115, 6g. 78,219), Of bucket handle 
D:lllm {luchards 2000, 3701 fi$:. 172.1 09). Jl'('ln Age fitt, Trench It 
ll 

i\cpoupt'QC!tains )C\'ct:11 v.·aJI h.oob wilh spiked tangs lh.:lt would 
Im" allowed them to be htmma!Nt into• walJ, .:md h.lld tuber a u ~ 
or ~d boot. ln addition, there llJ"C t,,.,'O doub~ked hoosn, 
~ lllO'll'cd o ri1tg) for cnmple, to be .-ccurcd between the arms 

cbc hoop C.\\arurlng I 98S. 130). and one loop-beaded spike. 

!:'t:11
• HoOk. Leo~ SS mm. $qu3re-stttion, U-sh3,pcd wan hook 

T~~meni 1p1kc (Pri~ 2000, 73, fl.g. 3.S.1,6). Msin House, 
SP ,IOP"<>~(F,g. JJ0.38). 
b l,0. Hook. l.cnp 67 mm. R«uU'lgulat ua.ion, U.shapt'd. AB 

ctfl ffld, Tf'tlk:h 25• ~ 14, btlow rubble layer. Baths? 

.W JfJ Sp'i,d •-· ' . 
,~ 

1 
""-'P, 1...cngU, ?O rnm. Loop (or sutpcnsfon 

IXl.2l! 
19

86, 11 S, fig. 78.226i Webim:t 1975b, 242, fig. 
1 .. :tr rr:1J. AB II cm end, lrenC'h 27. la}1:r 6~ h.ard-paekcd mon.ar 
"I "'C· IJ0,39), 

$F54o H 
AB (J ~ OOkd ~tl11np. length 32-mm. Sq wire 1cc-tion

1 
L-Sh11ped. 1 

ftl • 1 rtocb 28, layer 91911, 

SP 341 . P)pc COIJ1tr, Diamttcr 11ppt'Qx, 95 nunt width 25 m 
Pneincma~ wa~cr 1>1pe ;unction collar, wilb ,top rid~ and ~ 
or \\'OOCI on mtcnor and CXtenor or a11e(aa. AD u ~n end Trench 
25, Laycr21,d.rain 21. ' 

SP J?O, Pipe C'Ollar. Diameter IOS mw. width 2.S mm. W"a-t« pipe 
JUDCllOn COU:a.rwilh nopncta:c-.ARll ~n end Trench 26 1Ayer l0 
draln I O (Fig. 110.43). ' ' • 

SF 38!}. Pi~ coUar:. Oiatntter 95 mo,, v.idth 25 mm, u.-a,er PIPt' 
junction colla.r. AB U cast cod1 ·rrmch baulk 26127, Ll)-cr 10, dntJn 
JO (Fig. JJ0,44). 

SF 27. Rod. Length 88 mm; "idlh J 3 mm. P'"$hapcd with looped 
terminal (dfamctu or loop 34 mm), m:ide from sq~--section~ 
bar {Rc<tkru.p 1986, 121, 6g. 82308). Main House, Trench 22. 
Room I, Corridor (Fig. t J0.45). 

SF 201. Rod. Length 60 mm, width 11 mm, Of ~\l,lrt scctKm.. 

Hall, 'l'rc·nch j, L}-et 4, bi.ad: humus, 

Sf· J80 Rod. Length 117 mm, width 68 tnm, lknt, n:cmngulu 
SCCtioo, PO\Wblc: bracket. Sc.iJed on Roor and nailN:t onto surfoee. 
AB II wcr.c end, Trench ~. ~r 5, floor a:urh1ce, Room 1'3? 

Staple$ &lff \"t-ry COl'llmon and rqm:scnc one of chc s1mplcs1 wny» 
of Jolnmg WQO<I, wttb tbt- l1-$liaptd cx:ample being e$pCCiaUy wide-­
sprt:ad {Manoi.og 19851 131), Jt is dtereforc notal;,k 1tta, lM major­
ity or 1M P,l(Cil:$ from Spanhoh are l.-ihlped. 

SF $4, Srapfo. l!..cna,th 66 mm., width 35 mm. lribopC'd ob;«-1, 
squatt: Stttion {R\.-dknap l 98~ 115, fig. 78.233-6). Traces or 
monar on one nufacc. AB II ean c.nd, ·1ttneh bilulk 617, taD of 
roofin; mlllerial. 

SF67. Suple. Len1e1h 110 mm, width 52 mm. F~gmcn~ L-~a_ped, 
squ:att secti<,n. MAin House. doorway froin Room 9 to Corridor, 
againn 1.hc v.tll. 

SF 81. StapJc. 1...e-_ngih 85 mm, wkhh 30 mm. Fngrncru. L-thapcd, 
IKIWU't' section. H2ll, Trench.), layer 4. 

SF 12(). StAple. 1...1:ng:th 40 inm, width 24 mm. 1:-ngmffll. &m, 
LI')'1:r-)?, cntnnc-e to fwom 21~ 

SF 209. Staple. Length 6 I mm, wldrh 30 mm. f ragmcni, L,.wptd. 
Hall, Trench 3> La}w4, black humus. 

SF ;JjJ Siapk Length 118 ium, "'idth '16 mm. Fnigmcnt, 
1.,-shoped, Hall, ·Thach 4. dcbrk V.'C!lt of building'.s wuU (Fig~ 
JJ0.46). 

SF .J92. Suplc. l,ength 61 nun, width;~ ~r:'~;'; i;-s~:1; 
rtcuinguln .s«rirul, AB u WdC tnd, rrnc ""' • 
111)-cr. l.ntcrnal, ovens and bum1 area (fig. J 10.47). 
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ROMAN GLASS 

by Denis,, Allen 

The assemblage comprises a fragmentory cup and 
o furlher ten \teSSels which have been catalogued 
as worthy of not~.J although not aU can be assigned 
with ccrtAincy to any specific ,·css:el form. There are 
a further 15 fragments from blue-green bottles, 33 
indeterminate blue00green fragme.nts and 51 inde• 
tcrminace colourless fragments.., although it is possi­
ble thot 29 of the latter may be from a single ..,ssel, 
possible a cylindrical bottle of tl,e late 2nd 10 4th 
century AD. There is one indeterminoce yellow-green 
fragment. This makes a total of 110 vessel fragments-1 
which may represent up to 80 vt$sels. The ,:,.vo most 
finely decoroted pieces are one vessel with fine 
facet-cutting (no I), although the form is unknown. 
Another is decorated wilh a pincbcd-<>ut point (no 
2). Both these must have been from good-qualiry 
table ware. 

Jn addition there are 33 \Vin,dow glass frng,rnents, 
twO glass tesserac, one bead and one rounded knob 
of glass which may be from a lid, a pin, or perhaps 
evidence of glass ,,·o.rking. 

Ve$sel gla.rs 

FragmenLilry cup, SF 570 (Fig. 111) 

A fragmentary cup of good-qualiry, thin-walled 
colourless glass, finely made and with only • few 

bubbles und blowing swirls within the metal. 11le 
rim is outflarcd, and would prQbably originally have 
bce.n fire-rounded and thickened. Now, however, it 
is chipped quite evenly around its i:atirc drcumfcr­
encc. This is unlikely to have been caused by weath­
ering or damage in the ground; its i:egularity sugges1s 
it was delibcr.m:, pQssibly lhc result of cuuing back 
(grozlng) the rim edge to hide. a larger, accidtntal 
chip. Beneath 1he cUTI arc faint, horizontal wheel­
Incised lines. The body of the cup js hemispherica), 
and has been decorated whils1 still warm and pJi3 • 

ble with 12 shore vcrticaJ ribs, formed by running a 
reamer up and down the glass. These altemare with 
verlicaJ pnirs of nipples, or horns, pinched Out using 
a pair of puccllas. The base is slightly flattened, with 
usage. scratches and a c:cntrnl pontil mork on the 
underside. Height approximately 62 mm; diameter of 
rim 84 nun. 

The glass cup was found in Pit XX. It came from 
Lhe primary silt:$ (Layer 10), along with pottery, 
bronze and iron objects. The cup was found in a 
fragmentary condition, with some pieces missing, so 
it is only possible 10 con1ecture as to whether it was 
dropped nearby, the pieces swept up and disposed of. 
Contextual dating evidence is provided_ by a barba• 
rous radiate coin of c AD 270-95 in Layer 8, and also 
by LWO more barbarous radiates tlssociated wilh the 
dumping of demolition rubble in the upper fill. 

Hemispherical cups of this rype have been dis­
cussed in detail by Dr Hilary Cool (1990). Their 
characteristic-s include an out-turned, fire-rounded 

rim, now missing in this instance. 
However, the presence of a pontil 
mark is a strong indication that 
this was the original rim rorm of 
the Sparsholt vessc_l. The pinched­
out decoration can rake a variety of 
forms, including pinched-up nipples 
or knobs and ribs as here, and/or 
larger lugs' both with and without 
horns, somedmes n.ltcrniuing with 
indentations. 

Parts of four cups of this cype 
were included amongst grave-goods 
from the cemetery st Broug.ha.m, 
Cumbria, deposited between AD 
220 and 270. Toe most complete 
of these provides a very close par­
allel for the Sparsholt cup (Price & 
Cool 1989, 3). It bas a fire-rounded 
rim, and it seems al'mosr cerrnin thal 
lhis was the original the rim form of 
the Sparsholt cup. The ponril mark 
on the cup base is a good indicator 
d'lat the rim was originally finished 
by lire-rounding or folding, and 
the subsequent chipping or gro~ 
zing around lcs entire drcumfcrcnc-e 
was presumably to hide $ome larger 

Fig 111 Glass cup (SF 570) 
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1111' FlSllS 

.1.,.r ,lamaKC", ThJ• ",." • dc\·1..:c quuc com­•·•·r or ou1.. . 1· 
~ cmplu~,d LD Rom2.n wncs co c-n,urc rl"-usc c,\ 

b~rn~"d 
' ()lbcr Bnulh parallels 1tt: mw,mg the nm alto-• 

1"be« ,~ a tragnvnu.r)' cup from Collu,,n 
~lk•rch<'lt<r, which h.1< <intlle-he•Jcd lug:, alter• 

,nth d(,ubk--hcadeJ lugs (Aiko fonhcomin11. 
"": • fn1Jllnent ,unilat to the Spar>h<>lt cup frt,m 
~ 'Shlckh (unpubli-.hed, Newca,tle ,\h1$Cum 
:r An•"!Wll<' ICCC>JIOO. no. 1'156.1211.32.A), and 4 

frlS!D(f'lt frvm Vcrulam1um ,, nh vcrucal '""'., o( :i.,. rath<-r dun two, nipple,, ag11n altcrnauna 
,nth :i.,rr rrb• {unrubb,hcd. Vcrulamrurn Mu,cum, 

""°""" °" 812}c,Al) 
E\t"n ,malkr col~1urle,, (raifficnu ,bowing e-v1-

dcl><t ol nirrk> or lug< arc quue commonly founJ 
0 Bn"'h mo, and II seem, likcli- that tnO>t of tb<1< 
~J 10 h,m,.phcrical CUJ>ll of the l}'J)C under 
dal(uU>OCl. Other ,~I forms we-re d«1L"'1ratcd in th" 
•11 .. ,.,ludmK beaker, {cg \'('hcckr 1936, 186-7, Ii&. 

i21- """' \'mlla,nrum) and f!l'b (e.g. La Baume 
& S.J,rnons<>n 1976, pl. 1'1:147 and 2·1: 178 from 

_ IJ,l'la Colkction in Coloane), but thn< were 
mudl k,, comm<'n. 

Dr Cool «•nclude, that colourlc.s hem .. phcr,cal 
"'P' •1th fitt-row>ded nm, and pinched-out dcco­
nu,m rtprn<nt the commone,t form of drinkma 
....., • the mid-Jrd CCDNry. Tht> would fill I hllh• 
1110 uncxplarncd gap rn the rcC<lnl of common g1.,, 
~ =b. between colourlcu ~ hndrical cup,. 
1 hmp 85b), common dunng the later 2nd and ear­
lier }rd ceoturin, and truncated conical buktR t111d 
bm,,pbm<>J cups with cracked off nms (lstoll' 
loom Qb and 106), which occur in Iara• numbcn '" 
lllr -Id! «ntury·. D1llkul11c. 10 rccogn,s,ng small fr21-
"''"'" and the Jack of clo1e dating cv,dcncc, hove 
..,._ ,d the idmnfianK>O from being made before. 
The Spo,..holt ,·e,«I 1> th<rcforc exin:m,ly valuable 
II r, Lf""ra.nC this concJuiion. 

Tlwcawocu .. 
Drcorartd 'buJr fn~nn. r,,rmcd uncnu"' 

I SF IIO tF,. t 12.l) 

l·f11C1Dmt from the uabubr ~ 111 huc--nna ~ • Wad. bm 
in.ktcrmlnablc,, - ., .... _ _, ~60--

4 SF lltQ 1Fw J 12.)) 

l·-•lromdwnd>ulu...-...,--o<,-,r.n,, 
~~ma.Ne ~l prot.bl)· a CUJ'I Of ~Utt, W~-ar«n gb.-. 
......uctat<>mm 

1 SI' IOl (F>& IIHI 

,,_,,..., from th, - ~ho-"' • .....,, -
~., ............... __ ,_"''°'""' 

• SF lll lt-'il. 1121) 
Fraanwru from dw IOlid btw·nna ot • ft'Md. f"\-t.bly I boowt. N 
<ulou,tn. slan. damner RO mm 

1M ~ to br M aiprpia.1 l:r'UC belc--nns. w!iid& • more 
tffl'.lm«aly w:J oin ~ and coloured tM•lt v.1th tubular 
mm. Nit it :DC'C unb,owu on a,Jowb t,.,.11 <et Hardca • & 
1•87 ........ ~,.~-.,,--8-) 
7. SJ-f l6-t 11".,. Ill 6) 

F_,.. from tbo - - ot a,_ -­
fom, indn(TuunaNt. 8• chidt-twd. ft.ntntd, anJ v.1th n1mul 
U'181t tentchc-t.. D11me1:n of bllit t 10 mm. 

Rim t,acmm11 
T1vtt W'MC:h arc fC".f'(lfflted by nm fnemffla. OIIC' • , .. 

n.llt, bul Tin) arc of lttfflnh cdowlcli ,tn■• and Al'T h..'IIJt, ju&'I 
Of fta .... So. • it l:lt-ty 1u be ot ltd- or 4th,.cfflrury ditt' Thtrc an-
2'1-..... bod,._..., all __ ...S ~ 

frcim • qimdrfll "'"'wt, p.wbl)· lhc umc llM. Thew •re' llluJ 
~ ,nd ma,ttd • nw,, ffll'\' .an ~ from • C'lt'liDdncaJ ~•ttJt, 
~NL Q."OnmDO.t Tuabfaomcworme.._• 
is a f'01:1ibw1y "°"ll ctlfflJ'k1t (')itnJtkal cn,cnflh. CW(,u,tna ~>CU('t 
,.,di looptd bilndJn. and • nm t,f cJua ()11ir, ClfflC fl"IIIII an\'" U 
anJ "9 •• lAn>hilb -,., 'll"mdwllcr, d>cld AD 111>-,0, al 
fflCff ., ... a funhcr fr•~W'Y nir..t frocn II'•'~ l '7, d•.-J AO 
n~-,O(H.uJcn U~. !.~not 20 I, -fU,_.17,tJ ~ 
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Obj«tJ 

12. SF 50 (Frg. 112.8) 
SmaJI, itrcp):1r ~ glass tc-sscnii ont rccangular (1&CC, 10 mm )( 
1 mm, lhco qchtt Uttgular, co:1it width 7 mm, 

l3. SF 635 (Pia. l 12.9) 
Smn11, im:~ul~t 1urquobc ,:I~~ c~~. one f'l,:i:ltf}' square (aet', 8 
aun ¥ 7 mm: nux dcplh approx:i.matcl)' 7 mm. 

Glu$ tcsstrac ,uch JI$. thcst. could be Crom a lT1($.ic p~tmcm 
- sometimes JlafS tC$SffllC were Ukd 10 pick out d1;11tU1 in • Boor 
otbc~ tnnde or sionc. Ahcnulivdy, 1hi:I could be cvickocc of 
d)e r~-oriung or gl•J$, ttncie t~rac \vtn 1t co-1wcnicnt (Orm fM 
111amport.ing a)a-s. 

14. SF •11 (Fig. 112.10) 
Sm.ill O\'0'd bead t'fblu~ s:J.a,11 di.amc1c:-r 5 nnn, lengili 8 mm. 

Thl~ 13 common form a( 3IJ1H ~ad v.ili,cb c:ronot be dos<"ly 
d:unl. 

1s. sr 467 
RoUJl.dcd M)lld knob of blu~n:cn Stiffl, flancncd on one sid.c, and 
with :i broken tdgc- on lhe undcn;idt. Mo di.amcttt 22 mm, dtplh 
17mm. 

It is Just po$$iblC 1.h11t ttu, may be the knob of a l;at U.d - not 
commM bw oca.POl\lllly occurring in burial$ of the 1111 co 2od 

LOOMWEIGRT 

by David E Johnston 

655 Pit VII.Seven fragments, the largest is illustrated 
(Fig. 113). It is of soft, slightly gritted brown clay, 
crudely kneaded and disimegrarlng along the result­
ing fauh .. Jincs. 

h appears to have been a roughly rec<angular 
block, with one face carefully smoothed, the other 
roughly pressed down. Part or a third smoothed face 
migh1 possibly be presenL The single surviving per­
foration is c. 12 mm in diameter, coosisrcnt in width 
and showing faint striations. 

«nturl<tt \>hth gl.nu c1ncrary ums ( Pncc & Comm 1998, 1 '42-3, 
fig. 61),Thc ft.aUl'ned edge would bt uouwllJ qi this cas.c. 00\lo't'Vet". 
Alternati,,:ly it m~ be: the h~d Qf a gtas:s p1n, It may c,-cn be tvl• 
dcnce or tr.lau- worboa, 1n thin mi,-shapcn pieces a.ucb as lh.l" ofitn 
seem 10 h:i\'C been pulled from lM furnac:c: 10 test 1~ V'lkootv of 
the ,ttlass priOf to \IMrking i1. or II by,product ur 0thl'fstai~ of d1t'S3 
~rkiog (Shepbetd &W1rdJc 1009, 4S-6). 

Po~t~mcdl~•al = 16, -fQfflc from lhC same \"'Qstlslwlndow? 
SF 2 pot;MncJl.c,'Bl bottk rnigrncru, pa)c grtt.n, msmhcd 

(\'C.VO~<tc) 
SF4 
SFo 
SF8 
S1'41 
SF200 
SF161 
S'-7 ?62 
SF 345 
SP350 
SF359 
SF36~ 
S1'366 
SF367 
SP 369 
SFJ83 

po.Mncdii!'WI boHk frnjp'ntru, pale ,~en 
pos-Mncdttv.11 b<ndc fr.apcnt, p:t.le atccn 
poM•medie,.-.J bou.lc fnagmcm, pale gtctf'l 

poa-mC'CUC\'111 bordc fragsmm, pak green 
one bh1C11:i:-ttn fragment window glass, ?pos.t•m«l.ic:wal 
one bluie---.:tt,en fragment "';ndov.• glass, ?pcm-rncditval 
one bluc,.grc,cn fragment window gta,s, ]pc»t-mcdK'\~ 
posl•ltlCd~I bottle (r:igment, dark ,rccn 
P'(»t-rnedkw.l fragmcm, dark green 
coloutlts!I facn cut fnatmcnt, modt'm 
Pl>$t-medicval &agmtnt, <b,rt.arccn 
J>O$t•mcd1cval bottle frJp:nrnh d2tk atten 
~t-moo.ievll bottle f.rapen1. ~ green 
pos,t•m«til!'VII bottle !n,$:,l'Rer'll, dnrk arun 
pc,,.1-mc-di.c-\11,J bou.lc l'.htamem. dllrlt grtotn 

It is impossiblo to reconstruct ics original form with 
any certainty. Of the three forms found in this region 
from the Lue Bronze Age 110d Iron Age (cylindrical, 
pyramidal and triangular) the triangular form predom­
inates {Fasham 1985, 90). The apparently rectangular 
shape or this piece is therefore anomalous. It has been 
examined by Or Elaine Morris (pers. comm.) who 
concludes that it is not briquetage and is probably a 
loomweight. In ,iew or the perforation, the pQssibility 
that it is either daub or part of a lire.bar should prob­
ably be discounted. 

---====----====--- ems 

Fig 113 Loomweight (SF 655) 
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nrE OBJECTS OF BO'<fl 

~-.as,,,.,.11<y 

r,tt1tt0l iouodvctioo 

111 
11,0i tbttt att 26 bone aru~fac,,: t\i.·o piccc1 of 

,u,rktd t:,onc (an .1Jd1tu.,n co anNhtt ~sably worktJ 
kd hPM'n' "hich ha\ not be-en JooucJ and h nm 
,duJed m 1h<" 1otnl); four m1i.Lc:Uan~u, srtcfnch; 
,!,rt< t,,n,J;" . .nJ 17 pu,, Each ob1«1 ha, n,1aincJ 
dit' un~ut ,mall hnds numher that It Wtb 11,s1gncd un 
ifi JiM,.""O'l"Cn The au.I-,guc,; •~ '' rn,n1 .. e,c1 b-\· c itc-gon 
cl ot,c-ct- \1tasuremcnrs ore 1t1vcn, wh1ch1 unlc,, 
~- 1u:ttd. refer 10 maxunum d1m-c-n .ion 
'J1>< pll> bJ•·• bc<n c1 .. sitk<l accordmg 10 the types 
t>tabl,.he.l by Crumm) ( I 'lh}; Conicxn. ,t infumu­
o:a «u.cllll to the site, tttnch and laytr number i1 

11,'ffl Jl)r eal"h artefact (where knO\\'n ). Compan .. on, 
"'o·<J. but o;h.:tt ~ are multirle cumrl<$ of 
the "'"' 1)1'<' of ob1ec1, ,hey an, only prmided for 
!!,cw CS> ,pie .\lo" of the p,,,ces ore ,hror ,lo-. 
~- undiaitnosuc and nrc unable to M<iiSt m daung 

OmwJJ pa1ttt11• and comparison• (l,t,i., 27) 

[D;lly h>lf of 1hc t,.,ne and acts ( I 3150~~) were 
r<1nmd from th, Iron Age and Roman <lie (Sue l.), 
cd all but ,•:'It pt.:« wett \ttatilicd an ,-anou, la,~n 
1n Romm Pu XX, rcftcrong the dep;1<1111>n of lh<>c 
c.t,o:n 10 rvt'Oah The exception wa\ a ptn th.u was 
f<>1tnd in• topsoil layer ov.,rlymg Duch IJ, Site I• (All 
II'~ the nm ~t tot.,I ,.,th s.=-= 2- 1, 

•luk the remainder were distributed acro1s the rc•t 
of at< <itt. 'The ~lam Hou'< :S11c D. On!)· proJu«.i 
lll'O ll'tcUCI,:. pin from OUl>ide the \lt'UCIUr< •nd an 
unfin~hed J'l<Ce o( dnllcd bone from Room 11 Th< 
-.U tc:oruty or boo1' obJ«t> ,. con<istent o.,th the 
p,rnir• pnn,1ded by the metalwork nnd supporrs the 
idea th a-JCb ,,; the r,.,n,abl<, mau,n.~ fr,.m the -,Jla 
•·.n n:mo\·ed m entiqully. 

n., ... ,. "1ty er tbc ancfaa, bcl<.>ag lo the CII 

""'Y of obi<cu <If pcr<onal u•c anJ mo\t of thc,e 
l'l«n IT< •unplc bone hair puu. When, the head ha . 
""''""'• •IJ the pin, can be identified a, bclong,ns 
~my\ Type 3 (pin, wuh a sphencal head). 
t~ 0 ,ubdJ\'1ded the head, ,,no four Grovp, 

I •nd •I! but one belong to her Group B, which 
~,, • ><Tll><lratur or clJJJ,tKal to.....- half 
~ ighdy conical or low convex upper h,llf' 
!to, l .,, I ''1• 21 The: ncq,tion ,, SF 51 "hich 
~ • <nucular head (Group C) All the •rcc1mcn, 
SF :--- -"1!, lhc: tnc,>Cd marb on 1he head of 
l::!c ~ ••rt made by turnin& the ob1«1 •llllUM • 
IQJ ·A°"'r ""' of the Ptn• an, compk1c. SF, 11 anJ 

' t 112 111111 ' 1--s th 1oo;,r Iha "' -,.,.u, • buer ,, jw.1 .Jighdr 
6od 

11 
~ maximum length ( 111 mm) 1dcnll• 

:!?). Bou, of tcr f,,r thac, "~ 'Crumn1\ 1"113, 
"" Vul II 

th"e l'tn• were n"oc1a1cd with build· 
die "1n, l ~ !h.; H,11 , •hdc Whurpn ngh all "°' ...,: : rom Pit XX were rraiimcntary. Br<>kcn 

1 rr ~ ff ~1 id durin, the cxca\·aoon ot 

IC>! --Siu l'att -,,~ -t~j7:'"-- __ 
A ---- ""~ .lllk'.. 

C I 
I) I 
1: I 
G 2 
I. H 2 

•rAbh: 27· Bone artcfa~h by::-
2 

lhl" vill3 building,,, dcmon\trattn 
Jam aged exa mpl<> ., .. ,., collcaJ !hat n<>1 •U 1he 
"f Cnunm~ (19!\J 22) d up •nd Josl)OS<d 
f1 ' l'ICO\ .. n,d tha1 ahhn .., 
ypc 3 pins uccurttd 1n the later 2nJ nJ u .. , 

lrd tcntun~, the mi,oni . \\' 1 carba 
the fnccr Jrd and .1th 1 ere m COntC'Xb d11tcJ ro 

~ century • Ja1e ran- tu h 
coo• ,en, ,.,th S~-L-1 U •· " c ,. 

~"'"' I genera ) , 
There WI.\$ more ,·ari:m()o in the l}-pn of r1n found 

•,• s.,.,..,,., of the '111as m,-.s1tratcd by 1hc Oanet,u 
Lnv,rons Ronian ProJ<ct Ai Graid~ 0 . tb ry 

. j _ -1 .-,uu ICn p1m; 
\\ett rccu\-cttt' of wbn:h SLX could be mdcmufi,cJ to 
~-pc arul of thc,cTypc } ,. lhe mos, «>mmoa (no. 

3), followed by (YJ>C> 0 (no. = 2) •nJ 2 ( • ) 
CunWie & Poole 200"b) ·hil • 

00 
• 

1 
• no , " e at f·uU1:rton, the 

ten bone ob,cct, mdudc four"'"' of-..h· h T r.... K OOC'11a 
ypc 5, two_an fraainen1Ary and one II an unfi.nu,hcd 

piece (Cunhffc & l'oolc 200HJJ. The 11 bone obt<C1$ 

!rom Hougil1Pn Down 1nduJt thn:c rms: one " a 
rl'P< 6 and another, "h1ch " d<s<n'bcd •• hmnc 3 
lhl•d• head", "a probable 1\'pc o ,Cunlilfc & Pook 

2008a). At Chilgl't>\1! I • -r,._1 Su,-a) the three J'los 
,ire all Type S, wb1I< at Ch~a""" II the omam,nw 
head of • pin Wh rcco\'ercd (r<Miblr • f>'J>C I), 
and the romamina thn,, c,c•mplcs can be das<tticd 
> 1' -pc 3 •,Dt,o.n 1979). Ahhou,ih the uncla$sihcd 

examples from Spanh,,h W'JC caution. it 1ttms that 
lhc 0\\'11~ had \'Cr) con~"IO\"C lanes WhC'n 1t came 
10 th11 type of twr las1<n,-r. 

Three bone ban.JI<> .,..,,.. tte,,,\~ 11 SJ'M'hoh. 
o( "h1ch SF 38~ fum1-hcd a kntfc •nd "•• d,co-­
ntlcd w11h • copp<r-alloy end pla1c. In aJJaoon 10 
IC'\"C'S'11 p1C"c~ ('If \H,,.rkcJ bone, which ptobabl)' aunt 
to mdustnal 1cu\,ty on the sue. the ~m:11.nJcr of lht 
u1<fae1.> corm~• of a dccorotcd obJ«t tha1 may be a 
bobbm and ,h rec pieces of bont tnlay wbkb prob­
•bly fum1"1c:d a "•>Oden bo, '" a.kc,. 

C""Ata.toeuc 

(] ,,,,,__ 
$1 II PIil Lnt&t.h 10, mm. UnJ«ontcd. ~~ teeaoa. 
Width < - umup 8 bcaJ. wlddt 8 mm en.mm, T,r< l. 
<:&.utrntum, J.cra--...at ol cbc cart, W CfflNIY to btc lr.h CdtUn' 
l(.olrM WO I wlc IOU. ,e); f,ilbboldne. f'rrioJ , «,·\ire~ 
t1on-l11YTr,., lflO 2Ml 1CunlJk 1971, l~ S,tt hTrcni.il M H"• 
lit I). 

.n ,., F-nu,y I'"' I~ 52 - U­
~u1 ,~ub.t K"C.t,.,n., width ,. S mm. ~,11 C. rul,Nt. 
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1'HE f11NDS 

ary pin . .Length JS mm, Cir<:ulu scc1ion, width 
SF '191, Ff'liJ'lC8

1 
ti<ad wilh honzontaJ inOM:'tl lines, ,ddth 8 mm. 

15 mm: Gr\'lop) S'tc o:t'r~nch GJ. Laycr ·I (Fig. I M,2). 
Cfum112J Type • 1 

ntarY pin (rwo c»n.necnng rragmentS). Combi.nC'd 
g: J1.f, f~ d~ttd, Ci.tcular sccdon. "'idth 3 mm. She F. 
ltfel"- ~ min. n 
r""1>~..,., ,,. 

[..m.$th 112 mm. Und«or.a1cd. Sub-drcul1r Sci,.,'UOn• 
SF ,f(JJ Pin: Group B bead, width 10 mm. Crummy 'l)'pe 3. Sitt' 
trillh5Wffl, ◄ )) 
c;;r,,.,ch GS, lwn (t'~. 11 • • 

Fta,mmUU')' piri. Uogtb 22 mm. Undccor;11tcd. 
SF 

4!a, s«tion, width ·I mm; Group B he.ad, wxllh 7 mm; 
~1)1!C" l. Sue P. Trmeh 29, under topsoil 

-,s. Fri$:mcn1•ry pin. I,.c:ngtJ, '27 mm, Undecorated. 
S~ ~., .. .-.,_..ion wKftb 4 mm. Si1e L, Pit XX, Loyer <I, SUP'"«'" _ _.....,, ' 

• 11 fngrn('ruary pfn. Length 38 mm. Undecorated. Circular 
SI~ • •'d•'- s mm· G-roup 8 ht'.1d, w:idth 8 mm. Cn.immy"f\l)c' 3. t,taK)I), 11 I UI t 

S,:r L. PIA: XX, Layer 4, 

SF SJO. Fngmcnwr pm. LenBffl 4$ _mm, Undecora1cd. CU'Culor 
~ 11,idtb ') mm-j Group C h\'--'!d, width 8 mm. Crummy Type 3. 
Snt t.. Diich IJ, l.Jl)-t:t J (ropsoiJ) (Fig, 114.4). 

SI" m Fragm('nlll?' pin. U~ 27 . "!m, Undceoratcd. 
Sub-amlbt s«tion. w1d1h' mm. S11~ 4 Pit XX, U~r 8, 

$F m F~ntary pin, Length 63 mn,, U~decorau:d. 
S'..;b-~t stttion, width 3 mm; Group B bt'ad, w1dth 5 mm. 
Cnimm)·1)pt 3. Site 1., Pit X.X1 Layer 19. 

SF 581. F~tary pin. Length 70 mm. Undecorated 
~ stetion. width .J mm; Group B head, widlh 7 mm. 
Cmnmyl}pc 3. Sl1e F', ~nch 32, topsoil. 

SF 58J. Frqmt:nto.ry pin. 1..c:ngth 26 mm. Undecorated. 
Sd>-ffflan,ulu tectfoo, "'idlh 4 mm: Group 8 head, width 6 mm. 
Crammfl)l>C ;. Site L Pit xxt Layer 7. 

SF S,O, Fragmc01aey pin, Lcngffl 73 mm. Undecorot«t, 
S\ib,drcuhrsmionf widtb 3 mm. Silt L, Pu X:X,~Laycr 5. 

SF $98 Pragmcnwy pi.n. Lc-ngth 34 mm, Undccor:u«t. 
Sl.l>drcvlu i«t.1on, width 3 mm; Group 8 he:ad, width 9 mm. 
Cn!rnmy'Jypt ). Su~ l.. Pit XX, l.a>-er 5. 
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SF .599. ~Nlgm,:-ncary pin, U:ngth ,2 mm 
ll«don, wid!Jl ,1 mm. Pan of SI~ 198. l1nd~1cd. Citwlar 

Sf' .'184. Bone knd'e: hlllndJc With iron 
~J. s« item e;i1alogue-(p.OO), Siie A, ;:~:t:1~s>tt•aJIO)' ktml-

SF 463, Fn.gmcm of handle or cal.Lir Len 
mm. Deconitcd with fourhoritC!n{al in;ised :::'i:s.2~.,m~•:!~th .?O 
on chalk flwr. ~ c r, ,-n, IS, 

SF 513, p·r.agmnuary bone handle l..tn.gtb 85 . . 
diameter of pcrforadon 18 mm ·Undcco~ted~i;-1~th p23 ~ 
rubble. ..,. ll •"-"• 

kfisullan.«)11.J Hj,«11 

The 1$$mlblage ,1lso ~onta~ thl'ct pl~in Pt«lS o( p:uv,lldognim­
fflapcd bone lnlny. Thin JtrfJ,$ su<:h as thete "'l'tt ustd ., <:asm 
fu.r "?°<'en boxa or caskcu. 1llh01.1gh Ibey arc ~4.l:iUy d«:or.n: 
wnh mdsed g.comclric pancro.s (Crurnmy 198:J, 82). Tbc th 
CUtl1plc, were found in Pit XX (Si1c L). ~ 

SJ.' 615. 1:-ra.ao,c,uaq•, prob1bty pQ;raUclognam~aptd. bone inJJ:)'. 
Length )4 mrn, width 10., mm,dtpth $mm.Undecorated.Site 1.., 
Pn XX, Lay~r 10 {bonom}. 

SF 66. Fr:igmcn t of driUt-d bone (unfintshC'CI). Length 13() mm, 
width 20 mm. Width of drlll«s hOk 18 n::uri l( 20 mm (othtr iidc, 
1'1J()rc elooga1«1), Cut martil along lena,th of one side. Site O. .Room 
11. 

SF SQ9. Fnagmcntary1 JX>Miblc bobbin, with \~rtical &r'OO\~, ~ 
$4 mmJ "-'idth 9 mm. Occor.ucd with hbmontll) ina$ed line\. 
Lowtt ,c:chan pie~ed (width of hole 3 mm); fraaxnent4ty pictttd 
head (.Z mm), Sue F,Trmch )0, Bulldjng I, Laycr2 (Fag. l f.4.,), 

SF 511. Two pi«cs of p.arnJkJogram.lhapcd bone inb:y, Both 
with dim<nsions ,of: lffla;th 53 mm, width 10 mm, dcprh S mm. 
l/n<l«omcd. Site I., Pi1 XX, l~y<r 18 (Fig, 11.\.6), 

""""''"~' 
SF S:JO. A fnamrot or J)Ohibl>· \ll'Orked bonc. Lco.gth 49 mm, \llidlh 
I) mm. Si,e L, Pie XX, t.a,·cr 10. 

SF 6J7. Fragmcn, of rib \ll;th .knife marb. Le~ 96 mm, width 
24 mm. Site L:. Pit XX, 1..a)-er 7. 
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TRE QUERNS 

Tl-llll'INDS 

by David E Johnston 

ln troducrion 

Fragme.n~ of 12 qucms were found~ all from upper 
uoncs1 some oi t,hem very large examples with_ diam .. 
ercrs up to obout 0. 90 m. All or most are of the 
chornctcristk late Roman form, with flat or slightly 
dorncd rops, generally rather thin nnd t1at but with 
o "'1riery of thickoesses and angle,; of the grinding 
surface. ~iany we.re wcJI worn before being broken, 
and no. 9 had apparently been rejuvenated. Another 
(no. 7) had been re•uS<:d •• a sharpening stone. 

AH we.re mere fragments, and u least one (no. 
I 2) had been deliberately broken up, to judg-e from 
its smalJ size and wbat looked like pick•marks. while 
two (nos. 3 and 4) were roughly squaccd as building 
scone. All but three were found m the rubble, sug• 
gtsting {but not conclusively) that they had been 
used as building stone. One exception (no. 12) was 
in the rough flint floor of the Hall, the material being 
derived from ruined walls elsewhere (,)n the she. 
Another (no. I) had been used to fill up a natural 
cavicy to support the foundauons of the north (first) 
Courcyard \Xlall. The third c.,c:tption (no. 2) had cvi­
dendy been on lhe wooden flQor of the Barn whe:n 
the mortar rendering of the derelict building slipped 
off and sealed it below the collapse of the wall itself. 
This too was a mere fragme.m. 

Their sources are varied, five being from the pop­
ular millstone grit that was exploited from deposits 
io either Derbyshire or Yorkshire; five ''°·ere from the 
Greensand, four of Lhem Possibly from Lhc Midhurst 
region in Sussex.; another possibly came from the 
Purbeck limestones, as did the roof-slates. Only one 
was imp0rred, of Niedermendig lava from the Mayen 
quarries of the Rhineland. 

This «:port has been prepared with lhe help of Or 
D. P. S. Peacock, of Southampton University. 

Ccualo11ut 

I SF 643. 1'hrec frngmem, c>f Ii qw:m, 0.(H m lhkt, diameter 
u11«-naiD. Nlcdenncnd1{; lava. Ft'Qm the: GU ur o nanirn1 CftllJ 
be.low ~ round;111on, C\f the not'th Counyard \t'1tl (carbeir w:itl 
associrt1«1 wi.th AD J)" 

2. SF UH, O.Ott m thiek u &he edge, dinm~tet approximat~y o . .io 
m. Uppc:T Grccnsand, pTObably [t"Qm the Midhunt rep,n. A dar\. 
~prcimcn. ~ Bam (R<M>m 2J), &outh-cait comer, at t~ bottom 
of the morr.lr sll~ pnicric11.1Jy \ln lhc nntur;al. 

J.SP 2. O.OQ m thi~ka1 the edge, Olllmcln- unanain.: i1 "'-.at appar• 
c:-ntly squared off fo,t u.1.e a, buUdin.g stone. A1 no. 2, bu1 lightet, 
Mifo HouliC (rubble), 

t. SP JO.J. 0.09 m maxunum thick~"· Tru! eda.c bfotm off and 
nppAttntJy &<luattd as build,cig ~one. As na. 3. The Hill (rubble), 

S. sf· 102. Thickness 0.11 to 0,0') m o{ thr fcC<i~r .. hok, 1'bc uppec 
'iUrfacc fflc.WI$ the slot ror chc bindle. A,,~ 3.The H11.II (rubble). 

6. SF J 9. Ma!eimum thiC'kM1'> 0.09 m. di:un~rtt npprosarnatdy 
0.80 m. Gloucoliiic sa.ndsionc) with dti,una f~~b~ probably rron:i 
the Gt'«'rwind (a fossl.li(cl'OUII l'l<)rblln, bl!t 4 di!Tel"l"l'\t (11cia from 
mi 2), AB It (Sit('. F. rubble), 

7, SP 15, Maximum thickness 0,06 m, dl.\tnei.er un«naln but ,-uy 
larg<. The upper surf".ace h.i• been re~u.1ed ., t lh:tqiffllna: ,tone. 
Slightly pin.k milk1one grit. J\Wn H\:>UJe (rubble). 

8. s t :-644. A imall fragment. maximum th1Ck.tld$ 0.0!$ m, dlam"tr 
unccrt1un. Pinkish-gn:)' millstone grh. AB U {Site F, unstnti:lkd 
prob;,bly rubble f(Om Baths), 

9. s1-· -#9. A la.r,e frflgmem, maximum lh.ic:kmsl. 0,09 m, d1oine1cir 
a.pproxun11el)• 0,80 m. The grinding surf.ace show$ 1wo broad 1h2I• 
low radial gfOO'\u~ 5 conocmric rows of p«k.i.-d doc, at the OUttT 
edge pn>Nbly rtp~~nt ft!)'u\'Cnation.. MdlMonc grit. A.8 U (Sitc Fl 
rubble). 

10. Si' 14. A imlll lt'"'imcnt, o.Oo m thiclc \\.ilh • ffat top and • 
ch.am(C'r 111 ~ edge, Diameter :apS)roxim21cly 0.70 m.. Slightly pink 
miUsione grit. ,\lam House (rubble). 

ll . .SF JO. Upper ,wfa« ,,cry rouah. p<:rh2'1ps broken siwa.y. 
Maximum thicknC$S 0.05 m, di.a.meter- uncCf'Wn but pc:mably 11,bout 
0.90 m, Grey millstone grit. Main House (rubble). 

12, SF 642. A \--Cry small fta:gmcn1, dt-hbenucly broken in onoqu1t)' 
(J large pidt-rna.Jl5 arc \'tsibk on ont biro).tn cdi.--c). The grindini 
$U.ltacc is vbiblc on one face. It is from a la,f$C sp«imcn, !U kasl 
0.1 l m thidc.. Diamcttt'unctnain, but ,-uy briic, Sandyiuntttone, 
probabl)' JurasScic, possibly from the Purbeck n."tion. ' Inc HAIi (on 
the natutal among flints making up a raugh floor). 
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THl!FINOS 

n!llCOLUMN 

bY Tom BJoi;st (wrillea in 1990, updnu:d for this 

,.pori) 

SF 396. Miniature column (Fig. 115) fo"nd in 
rubble nbove the mosaic in Room 12 (AB IJ) ,vith 
the ,op fadng in towards the centre of the room. 

Height, 0.77 m (capital, 0.26 m, base 0.205 m) 
Diameters: sh:'lft below capital mouldings, 0.179 

m: mid-shnfr, 0.265 m; shaft nbove base mouldings, 
0.205 m; b3Se wrus, 0.305 m. 

Fine--gmined cream oolitic limestone. 
The column bas been tu.roed on a 

lathe
1 

as is clear from the horizonral 
rilling on the surfuce of the shaft 
llnd mouldings, from the narrow 
grooves on the neck and oa the base 
,orus, and from the small beads 
•nd fill<<S and the shallow profile 
of the mouldings. The dowel holes 
31 the ends would ho\le served for 
mounting it on a lathe. It is normal 
ror column bases to have two torus 
mouldings. E.xamples with a single 
torus be'IQ\Y a c:weao or cyma 
moulding- arc mainJ)1 restricted to 
\\"essex, and datable to the '3rd and 
Jlh centuries. 

The bulbous profile of the shaft is 
unusual. ft strongly suggests thut the 
column \\<11.S not intended to be used 
ardlitecrurnlly, bm as a pedestal, 10 
rupport a. table mp, for example. 
Columns used in this way have been 
found associated with rable tops in 
Germany, and the suggestion has 
olso been made for Brirain (Solley 
1979, 173-5), though not with the 
a~a~ form of lhe column in mind; 
this JS also significant, however. 
Rec.e.ntty, a column, a part column 
and a fragment of a chip-carved 
table were found at Fullerton 
(Durham 2008, 134). The Fullerton 
column is 0.84m and confirms the 
,,ew lhat shoner single columns 
belong •'ith table tops. 

The small size of the Sparsholt 
~ample would tell against ics archi­
~I use, even as a veranda 

::hm;:,randing on a low wall. 
from a:f' columns, e.g. tbose 
liron the 1>1lla at Bignor, the Col­
<he Park house in Dorchester and 

165 
ally between I.I and 1.2 h ' 
Spnrsholt is~ in fact th m igh. The column from 
kn , ~ s.rnaJlcsr 1 own from Roman B . . • comp e1c example 
nJ h 

ruam 1\v 1 • 
t ough now lacki th . • o co urnns which 

~en much larger ~ghe/1r capitals, would noc ha\~ 
Ill th b I complc1c ace I • · c u bous profile of th . ' a so similar 
ha.ve been baluster SU • e1r $hafts and likely to 
East Grimstead Wilrshppon(sS: ooe from the villa at 

· , 1.re umncr t 924 an lllaccurate drawing) lh . . , 26, wilh 
(Cunliff'e 1964 92 ,_ '26 c .other from Winchc,rer 

iJi ' , • . .,;. and pi "' } l n cant that these baluster col • a • l scem_s s.,ig .. 
area of distribution of c . umns occur only in lhe 
(Solley 1979, fig. I}. hip-carved Stone table tops 

ttmp!e ar Nettleton, are usu- F' ,g 115 Column 
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FLINT 

THE FINDS 

by David E Johnston 

A .small quantity of flint ,oJaSt,c, some of it exhi~it­
ing scraper retouch, was found throughout the villa 
iire, either- unstratified or in Roman contexrs. The 
degree of patinatlon varied considerably, as \VO~ld 
be expected on a chalk site with pockets or clay w1lh 
flints and is not an indicator of age. The sGmpJe 
was ,~ ~mall to merit analysis: two stratified Pk:~cs, 
however, from lron Age contexts ;}re of iotcresr (Fig. 
I 16): 

486 Flake in cloudy brownish flint, lightly patinated, 
with good platform and pronounced bulb. Crude and 
uneven retouch occupies some 60% of the edge. The 
wear is discussed below. Pit XVU, Layer 6. 

489 Segmenc of a large Hake in blue-grey flint, lig),tly 
patinarc<l The entire outline is formed by crude, 
almost verrical retouch. The wear (at both ends) is 
discussed below. P1t vm, Layer 2. 

---===---===--• ems 

Fig 116 Flints 486 and 489 

These are essc.nri.ally two versions of the same 
tool, designed to be held as in Fig. 116. In con­
trast to most Neolithic and Bronze Age $crapcrs 
r,hc entire outline of these is retouched., not merely 
the working edge. Experiments have shown that an 
edgc-scmper, made in seconds, lasts ve.ry little time 
before it is discarded in f:iv()ur of a rre•h one, Edge­
wear ls therefore seldom visible to the naked eye. 
These tools, on the other hand., are more laboriously 
made, for longer use. Use ... wcar is indeed clearly vis ... 
ible on no. 486, while the working edge of no. 489 
is quite worn and polished at both ends. The sharp 
end of the latter seems to have bten used for rubbing 
grooves rather than scraping, and it is suggested Lhat 
these tools were 1nade for working a more abraSi\'e 
material than leather - pOtrery, for jnstancc. Many 
other uses are, of cOut'Se, possible, and in view of the 
evidence for Bronze Age activicy in the area the date 
of these ftakes and their subsequent retouch aod use. 
must remain uncertain. 
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Chapter 16 

Bone 

Tb• human t kelcral remllins 

Gam <ttl C ,t, 

,,,,,..._ 
Tb..,. f'l1"0l1 cvntain1 an a1\«sment of the complete 
hllllWI iukul rcm•m• Hlffllbl•ge from the exca­
,_,,, 11 Spor.Jioh Rom•n Villa. The paper an:h"·e 
rrlm 10 ctrlitt •wl<s CO\-cnng ran, of the assem­
blage Some mfanr rcm:un!> were cx:.un1ncd by 
~ p,,..-.n and """ dC1Cribcd as full-term 
1nf••"· Later, Toor Waldron produced • shon report 
.., ...-.ral n:wc,d dep0,11s or infants (Sample, H and 
L m Tabt, 2M). Th1> unpubl1>h<d rq>ort (Waldron 
...uicJl rtt...,nt<d age and minimum number 
ol indinduah (.\l.,11 csumaico m the absence or 
contc:x-Nal m3tCni.1. 

s..,i,1M11 '>l'< CU 
,.,..w.,,, 

,\ f?7 S1npt U\hum.ttaon y 
I ~A$lC RniJual s 
C SPl)EA Rnidual N 
D SPDE:; Rn,J.,J S' 
t SPDl!T Residual :-. 
F SPD~ll Smpt' tnhunuoit"IC\ y 
G SPDIY Rni.lual N 
ff tot. 'PCi.?UHU \l...,J d<po,\1 y 
I ~PIDK. SPI.E() Amrn.tl bon< N J SPI.E.C R.udual N K SPWT 11, \PLE\' Srnpc mhumauon y 
l SPLGD, SPt.GS T ,\llx,J d<po,11 y 

T,t,I< Zo. lnoual es<cmblage ,ummary 

,\IJfma/ 

~" ';;:crial con\Jdered m thi$ repon compnses 
11111cn1> weighing 2-1 l2 g from a ,,.net}· or 
~ ¾ nongc from ,,.,J11<d residual material 
~ '~rbcJ dcpo.11, of ind1v1dual or muln• 
lint to mdnldual 1nhuma11on burial,. The 
<4ti:ig":cn of deJ><l>ns, •• determined by radiocarbon 
A., to Ilic ICl<acJ elcmcn", ranges from the late Iron 
"'the lrJ t~•cval P<nud, with mo,t material dated 
!<nod. The ~lh <cnturk·, AO in the Romano-Bnush 
notd lllTahlmatmaJ """red an tht• report ,,, summa• 

<28, 

The material formme S;unpl I compns,J 1hr 
fragment, of a young mammal ,kull thought by rn" 
~xca,·acors to be human •n..;_ ...... t-•I • t . • ,.,. .. _ --- "'2> ntract,J 
rom the human n.~an, a"-Cmbla~ and r;,.,,iCd <m 

co the: . fau.nal ~pcc,ah.st fr-r •~c~1imcn1. h i\ no1 eun .. 
'IJaed any (urthc, ,n tlu• rcpon. 

Mttlwd, 

Standard oncolog,cal methods """' u,cd to d<ter­
mmc age, se>t and ltlturc, The: an,cmblagc "" domt• 
nat<d by neonatal and adult matenal. "'lconatal age 
at. death wu determined u.ans long bone lmgth 
(huc:Jua, & Koza I '178; Scheu<r n o/. 1980) supple• 
ment<d by cv,den« from dental dn<:loptD<nt (Al 
Qahtan, 2008; Schour & Ma.,Jcr 19·11) and mclnct 
for the pars ba<rllm (Schcuor & .\bcuuahlin-Black 
199·1). Nconltal = l'SDmatton wu based on the 
morpholog)' of lhe &rcater ..:iauc notch of the tlturn 
(Waldron tt .JL 19'19), \t'h1b1 there ,. no uni,-.nall,· 
ace<:pt<d m<1hod for det<rmin,ng lhe <ex or neon_-. 
t•I r<:mauu. th1S mciliod i, an analogue <>f lhc csw.­
h-h<d method u<cd for detcrmamng lhe sex of adult 
r<:main,. h hn, been ,-.lid•t<d "'1111 0!\A sex dct<r· 
m,nation for a number of 1nd1viduah, from ,c\'Cr.lJ 

Romano-Bnti\h 1illa, m England 
For the adult material. kX Jctcnmrution wa-s 

ba~ on pdvic and <kull morpholog)' (Buak>tra & 
Ubelakcr 199-1), afoni ,.,lh m<tr,a of the humd\1$ 
and fcm<>ral head (D,unck & Suchey I 1186) and the 
radial head (Bcrrizbc,ua IQS9). Al• dcttrrrun,oon 
WI\ based on a1c-rcla1cJ ch1mgn of the .&urk.--u1ar 
surface and pubic sympb)·m of lht pclm (Bu,ksua 
& L'bdakcr 1'1<1-1), along ,.,lh Jen~I """' \.\We, 
I '1o2). The Milt• method was dC\"<lopcd for Angfo­
Saxcn matcnal, with ,igrut1cant Jcntal •ur anunc 
from the C(lnsumpt1on of a coorse diet. Tins method 
ha, been applied to othtr popubuon, ,.;lh hidt 
JC'\"()\ of Jcmal wear. Stature cs-nmJuon wai dnn"«I 
from mca,urerntnb t,f me lrngth, .,,r Iona bont'"' in 
ac,::.,rdan« with me mcthoJ of Tron<r and Gk,n 

(1'152; 1'158). 
A <1gn1ticarat pan of lhc a,S<mbbgc coruut<d 

of mtxed 1nd da1o.turbcd material with c,,mmmglcd 
~momu ftom mulapl~ mJJ\'iJuaJ1. l);,ua for all mate~ 
rial. d!Srurbed C'r oth~N-1'<, \\"Ctt r«'\)rJcd "' an 
Accns <L11,ba~, s1onni; C\mtext. dcmtnt. •~t. ltCX, 

ltni1h, et,ndJm,n. (ra,ment couru and wcichl m 
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approprfotc. pnie age and sex d;1ta for the indiividual 
elements w-:rc delenniocd using the methods our .. 
lined nbovc for complete inhumatiQn!\. This allowed a 
MN1 co be determioed for each commingled group. 
The exact number of individuals is noc known .. h will 
be greater thun or- equal t() the N1Nl value, \vith a 
highly unlikely tbcoret.ical m:1ximum represented by 
the number of fTagmtntS found in each mixe,d con­
text. 

Dental cenninotogy rather than antht0pological 
terminology is used when referring to specific teeth 
in a dentition. This is primarily of relevance when 
discussing Lhe deciduous dentition and premolars· of 
the permanent dentition (Hill&on 1996), 

Daling 1'1iformari{m 

Selected mace.rial from each significant context 
was submitted for radiocarbon dating. One dace 
was 0brnined £or each dislinct inhumari.on. A 
further three dares were obtained for the two main 
mixed groups. One group bad material with differ­
ent comext numbers lhougbr co be from the same 
context. A date was obroined for each to ebc-cJc. that 
hypothesis. 

The data shown in Table 29 indicate that the mate­
rial derives from three culrurnl periods - Late lron 
Age ( 166 BC-AD 19, Sample K), Romano-British 
(early 3rd to late 4th century AD, Samples F, H and 
L) and medieval (15th co I 7th century, Sample A). 
The material for these periods will be considerOO 
separately. 

l ror1 Age p,riod 

Material 

The Iron Age material (Sample K) labdlcd SPLOT, 
SPLOB, SPLEV and SPLOG was discovered in 
Ditch XXl but was not process(!d inunediateJy after 
the completion of the original excavation. The bulk 
of the material Mis stiU encased in day-rich soil 
which had ro be removed prior ro examination for 
this report. The material comprised three anatomi­
cally disjointed sections of an inhumation burial. 
The sections were a fragr:nemed skull and the firs1 
two cervical vertebrae, an articulated torso and arms 
extending from the first thoracic ,1ertebra to the 
pelvis) and a foot articulated with a short s-cgment 

of dis-r.al tibia and fibula. Supernumerary material 
included ao adult hum~rus _ head_ nnd a small frsg .. 
ment of the mmus of a nght Juvcruh: mandible. Other 
or1efocts present included a sherd of Iron Age poner, 
and a small quontiry of animal bone. 

1\ photogcpb taken during excavation (see 
Fig.117) showed th1.1t the torso was oriented on its 
side with the right side down. The skull1 not \is .. 
iblc in 1he photograph, was reportedly found in an 
approx.imatdy correct anatomical position in relation 
to the corso. The intervening cervical vertebrae., C2 
to C7, were nor recovered. The photograph shows 
what appears to be a femoral head in close proximity 
to the acetabulum of the left side of !he pelvis. This 
rumed out 10 be a spheroidal flint nodule. The pho­
tograph docs not show the distal leg and foot bones 
so their position in relation to the other elements is 
unknown. 

Tbe materfal was in a relatively poor condi­
tion, which was further complicated by the delay 
in cleaning it. The torso marctial was coated with 
PVA consolidant prior to block lifting. The skel­
eton appears to have been buried in or covered by 
a clay matrix. A day coating was strongly adherent 
to the ribs and the pelvis. The uncleaned torso dem­
onstrated ttun the. imerverrcbraJ disk space wss prc­
se.rvcd. 

Analysis 

The presence of the strongly adherent dried clay 
coaling on the pelvis prevented visualisation or chc 
auricular surface. This meant age dcttnnination was 
limited to tooth wear. \Vear on the mandible suggest 
an age of 30-35 years, whilst wear on the maxilla 
suggests an age of 4o-15 yeatS. Given the uncertainty 
in the applicabilit)' of Miles' method, the individual 
can only be confidently classified as adulr. 

Sex dc,e.rmination was primaril)• based on mor­
phology of the pubic shape, sciatic aorch) auricular 
i.utface and post-auricular space. These factors were 
supported by metrics based on measurements or the 
radial head and the glenoid cavity. The heavily frag­
mented and poorly represented skuU limited observa­
tion to the mastoid process morphology. All of these 
factors) taken together, suggest the individual was 
probably female. 

l.ab/D Sample 813C lJncalibrat~d Date Ca/ibrattd Dai, 

Germ·~ SE 
95% C<,11fide11ce Tmttool 
Lower Upper 

27058 A - 18.30 385 27 AD 1443 AD 1629 
27059 F -18.98 J736 29 AD238 AD387 
27060 H -18.92 1746 29 AD230 AD386 
27061 H - 18.90 1735 29 AD239 AD387 
27062 K -20.04 2051 29 166BC AD 19 
27063 L -18.55 1755 29 AD 214 AD 385 

Table 29: Radiocarbon dating s-ummnry 
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Fog 117· Sample K SPl.OT Ulhuma1ion (pho1ogn,phcJ 1972) 

S;.aturc coukl not be C"\t.1m1t~ a, no mtaet and 
wmpktc ktna bone1 were prc\tnl an tht rccc.n"C"ned 
ma:cnal. 

l1)t Jupctnumcrory JUWn1lc m.ind1blc fragm.:nt 
csbib1> a molar crypt e.1una1<d 10 be crown com­
pfttt. h 11 nut knO\nt if th,-, rcp""4:ntS the ~ecc,,nd or 
tbird molM. Th,- ,uggcst\ the indmdual ma1· ha\'c 
u.l • dn'doprnm11l °'c bcm«n e1gh1 and IS )'can. 
(Al Q,h1an1 2008). 

Skcktal uiJ,ccs 

!\on< or th• pnmary ,k,lctal md,ecs plaiymenc. 
rial)'CnfflUC and cranial - could be measured for tlu, 
iodm.l .. r. 

:\,ffi-ffl(tf'k,.."a) ll'lltS 

Tlit n;ht calcaneu. baJ a dl\;Jed antenor fac.:1 , Th,s 
• 1 ,.1,11,~ly common (33%) nt>n-mcmcal norm.al 
Vltuuon l8rod\,.cU IQ81 ). 

Ocautr,tthc-1~ 

The dcrnal formula for the 1nd1\:1JuaJ ,, sh,~ n an 
T&bl, J() 1oc Jennuon """•bn,d three '11gh1 can• 
::., i.,.,...,, on the mandibular ,.knnu<>n, A ,mall 
IQ "" noted on the di\lal occluul ,urfacc of the 
Ii.'< third molar, and I shaht mu:nnual l~1t1n "'--a' 

11.t«i dO\C to the ccmentl,)-,<'namd ,un~uon of th1.· 

A 7 A s 4 3 2 --I I X X 3 1 s 6 7 8 

C 7 0 X X X X I I I 2 J C C o 7 A 

Table 30: S.mple K SPLOT dm"'I fonnub 
(A ... , 11 -er,""'- 1, X noc~ .. N,.C .-.nn) 

d1>1al <idc of the lclt •econd premolar and the mesial 
,urfa« of the left lir'1 molar. 

Shllht dcpo.11, of calculu• "ere obscr\'cd on both 
th< m,nd1bular and ma,nlbry d<111111<>n<. .\l>ndibullr 
calcutu, dq>-0\ll\ were located on thr buccal '"11dc of 
the right hnt ,., llunl molar< and on the buccal <id< 
of the left fint molar. For the maxillary dcnunon, 
calculus dcp()>u• co\'ercd the buccal, d1<1al ond Im• 
gual facn of the left third m<>lar, 1M bu,:cal ,urf,ce 
of the lch hrst premolar and the buccal ,urface <>f the 
ni.tu ~ccond m,llar. 

·n,c nllh• fint and thud maXJllar, molan ""re '°"' 
ante-mortem at ~--a., the lc.-ft third m2nd1bular molar 
The «>ck<t for the nght thll'd mudlar, molar " 
parlly n:;,orbcd, "·h1h, the ,ockct\ for 1ht other tttth 

l&\t antc-moncm att lully n:..orbcJ 
Sc,·cral of the teeth m the ma):1lla cxh1bired t.1gn; 

or roumon ff\lffl n._,rnuJ on~ntaoon "f1:>< ngh 
,et.,·,,nd inciu~r as n,tatcd 15· anu-cltX~ -.tt'ft 

fn.lm ocdu~I~ \\hils1 the Ith fl.Eit rrcm1..,J.1r a~ n.HatC"d 
ab<~ut 30~ cloc~wise. th 

All ,cc1h exh,~11 • lt•P or about I mm l,c1w«n c 
__ , •- -, ~n ·I JUDCllOll, al\c-ol:lr margm anu hK "'"" .......... 
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the result or continuous eruption m the prest:l"llct of 
long-term wear of the occlusal surface of the lCCLh. 

Skeletal pathology 

Titerc is evidence for slight degenerati\'e: cbaoges 
on some elements of the spine. The dens of the first 
ccr\tical venebrn has slight lipping on the superior 
margin. There is s1ight compt"ession of the lower 
margin of the lower facet:S of the thoracic vene-­
brae from the second to the seventh inclusi\-e. The 
seve~th, eighth and ninth thoracic venebrnc e~ibit 
slight marginal lipping on the antc.rior margm of 
the body. This lippjng is more prominent on the 
right side for the seventh 3nd eighth vertebrae. 
Toe three lwnbor vertebrae present, the 6.rst to che 
thlrd, exhibit slight marginal bilateral osteophytcs 
on the intervertebral facets. The lower face of the 
fi,.t lumbar vertebra, both faces of the second and 
the upper face of UH! third lumbar vertebrae: 01.l have 
small bilateral Schmorl's nodes. These nodes may be 
the result of greot stress being applied to the spine 
resulting in herniation of the imervc.rtebral disk 
(Waldron 2009). In addition, the right acromio-clav­
icular joint exhibited slight marginal osteophytes. 

The right ulna had a very prominent inter-osseous 
crest. There is also an encircled vascular channel 
anterio(" to the articulation for the radfal head. The 
radial ruberosity has rounded marginal osreophytes 
on the medial side. The lateral and medial margins 
of the coranoid process of c.he ulna have prominent 
ostcophytes, possibly the result of hypercxtension of 
the right elbow. 

Tophonom)' 

The right side of the mandible exhibits irregu­
lar linear crazed cracking suggesting the bone was 
dire(:tly exposed to the weather for some time in the 
pas<- Some skeletal elements had a firmly adherent 
clay coating, others exhibited slight surface dissolu­
tion and some skull fragm.c:nts exhibited rounded 
margins suggestive of disturbance and rcdcposition. 

The major missing elements are. the left leg and 
foot, most of the right leg and the left forearm. Given 
that the individual was buried lying on her right side, 
some or all of these elements would be more exposed 
to disturbance caused by the mc-chanical cxea:avator 
used in the early phase of the excawtion. If the legs 
were in a.n exteadcd positio~ both fet:l would be in 
closc proximity, whereas if the legs w-ere flexed to a 
greater or lesser degree the left leg could fall forward 
with respect to the right, as would the Jeft foot. This 
laner case firs the recorded evidence better lhan the 
former so the individual was more likely to bave been 
buried lying on the right side with legs flexed. 

Summary 

The human s.kdetaJ ccmain.s from the Iron Age 
Ditch XX1 rc:presem an MN1 of three individuals. 
The major components represenl one adul~ prob-

ably female and probably aged 45 years or more, 
exhibiting slight spinal degeneration and slight dental 
disease. The spinal degeneration may be: the result of 
normal ageing processes, activity or a combination Of 
the two. Supernumerary mnrcr-ial includes pan of the 
right mandible ofa juvenile, possibly aged eight to 15 
years, and the humeral head of a second adult. 

Romano-Brirish period 

Material 

Toe material from this per-iod represents one single 
inhumation (Sample F, context SPOFH) found in • 
grave against the waU of Room 5 in the Main House 
and two mixed disrurbcd deposits (Sample H recov­
ered from a shallow grave by the wall of the Hau and 
Sample L found beneath the floor of Room I 0 in the 
Main House) containing multiple individuals. 

Analysis 

The individual inhumatioo SPDFH was assessed for 
age and s,x. The angle of the right sciatic notch was 
measured to be 28°, which falls between the male and 
female limits (Waldron et al. 1999). The sex is there­
fore indeterminate. Measurements of the diaphyseal 
lengths of the humerus, radius, cla'1ic1e, femur and 
tibia suggest a gestation age of 38-4 I weeks. The 
metrics for the pars basilaris are shown in Table 31, 
along ,vith the gestational age range suggested by 
dara provided by Scheuer & Macl.aughlin-Black 
(1994). 

Sant/JU LaM SL. mm ML mm W m,n ~ 

F SPDfl'H 13,8 17.2 tS.2. 40 week - I month 

Table 31: Sample F SPDFH, pars basilaris metrics 
Note-: 'W<e~• - aesiauonal dtvclopmen, age; 'month' - dcvc.loprtu:n• 
cat ag~ arier birth 

Toe three maxillary and three mandibulat inci­
sors present are aU crown complete. The left m.a.xilla 
canine. crown is half' complere, as is the left man· 
dibular first molar.1\,•o cusps on the left mandibular 
second molar a.re fused. This corresponds to a devel­
opmental age of birth to 1.5 months (Al Qnhrnni 
2008). Given die greater uncertabny and variability 
in the dental de\•e.lopmcnt and the pars basilaris 
dam, the besl estimate for the developmental age is 
the 38-41 weeks de.rived from l<>ng bone diaphyseol 
length data. 

The material from Sample H (lnbcls 409, SPG2BF 
ond SPG2BU) and Sample L (labels SPLGD, 
SPLGS and SPLGT) was created as commingled 
malcrial as described above. This material was 
assessed by Tony Waldron. The concordance for bis 
labels and the excavation labels is given in Table 32. 

Lacking accurore contextual details, \'<laldron 
considered MNl values for each ,ample (2, 3, 4) 
separately and as one combined group. Neither of 
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,...,~ .. , tr.,/Jn,,r /,11,,/ ---

2 -H sP<;2sF L' I 
H SPLGDST 3 
I. --

\l".iklron context concordance T,bld2: 

·s l\.lP:inr ttpR ~cnt~ the k.nO\\.---n archac,,. 
,t",l.ir,., I" -· und..-1,>od th.11 ma1<rial, labelled v, but u 1:1 n ...... 

OC) SPGZBF'U come from the s.,me context. 
l(l'l anJ martrW from both Samrles II aod L enn-

'lbc ur11blc Iona bone, (humcn.1,, uln~. wn<d ma• al 
r,J,u1, ,anur ,nd ob,a). Scapul•• wcn, «> pn,s,,n1, 

fr.lsmen1<,t nb,. Skull fnamcn.. \\Ctt 11 
w<rt iD S,mplt H, wh1l,t mandible and \·cncbral 

fffl"" - ~n, ,n L Both -.mpJc, lacked ~l> \\'C'• .. ,.. .. ~-
b,DJ anJ fool bone• along Mth fibulae. All ma1enal 

<A 1 "'1Ular dc,'tlopmcn1al acc. 
~INI c,m,mn shown m Table )} on, b.ued on che 

cow,1 of idenufied s,dcd and ICXcd bone,, 
~'""' for the intact Iona bones m Sample 
H ,bow a gncauon •i• ranie o! 35 -3'l weeks, whil'I 
die g<'lll)()O ac• ranee for Sample L,. }<>-38 weeks. 
Tbc Id dciermmauon da10 a, shown ,n Table 3-l, 

• .J Jj ~ ~ L } • ;, 
il I ~ J ,.. g. Ji § 

-~ ... ~ s ,l! i:: ... ' ~ - - -:: ., ,: ... -
H 2 0 5 3 2 2 3 2 5 
L I 2 2 I I I 2 
Total J 7 4 4 J 4 3 7 

T1blc 33: Sampln H and L MNJ valu°' 

s.,.,pl, labtl A11gt, (") Sec 
H 40') 33 M 
H SPG2BF 24 F 
L SPLGD 28 lndctenninatc 

Tlbl< ~ Samrl<$ H and L ,ex dctenninauon 

Sld<c.liodice< 

The pnmary •kcletol 111d1ce; - platymenc, platyc­
""""' and <nnlll - an, not apphcable co neonatal 
lllll<nal 

Non-metrical cn11s 

);> II00-111<trical trill$ -.en, ot,.cn.'Cd 

Dcm:.1 p,11holo&), 

n,, dcni.! fonnula for 1kclct<>n SPOFH 11 shown ,n 
TSbl, 35. No dental pa1holo11Y wa, observed on the 
Pltllally nuna.1..,.i au..m of the ,urvmna teeth. 

I' P P I' 2 3 P p 
pP~ .. -2~-.~p-,- P 5 

'lible 15: !>•mple I· SPOFH denial formula 
tP kl"lC ~t'"fficlfter:n: 

Skeletal pathulog, 
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?-:o pa1holog1cal Chang-. v.erc nbsen.'Cd oo 1he ,kcl• 
<100 SPDFII The normal rh~t cluncn 
tl( chc neonatal mrtaph)'<:', of the long bone$ "ere r=• 
'liaphonom) 

Skcleion SPOFH was both well rcrrescn1ed and 
well pre,cn...-J. All •kelctal clemenl$ wcn, Pl'afflt to 
•ome desr,:c w1ch 1he cxccpuon of the fee, The bone 
~urfacc wu an cxctllcnt coodu,on and \bo"'td liuJ< 
t1phonom1c change, 

ln contras,, the material from the ffllXed de-po,itt 
1, l~s \\-cU prncncd, "',lb a notable Lack ell' almo t 
all hand and foo1 bonot, and a s,gmfican1 under­
rcpn:scntatJon o( \'C'rttbrac. In aJdtuon. the rnatcnaI 
labelled 409 and SPG2BF (Ice F,g. 7 I) e>th1b11ed 
variable taphonom1c chanac.. In both CUC\, a dom1-
nan1 part of che hK111blag,,, poo,,blr n,prescnuna 
• s.malc md1ndual, wu bcntr p~n~d than the 
,mailer nwnbcr of re1odual bonn n,prescnuna chc 
other mdi,iduals formma chc relevant MNI. This 
may mean !hat the different indl\·idual, fonrung the 
compo<1te in each context had dilTercn1 taphonom,c 
histon<1. This in tum mar mean the)· had d1lTen,nt 
bunal hi,torie,. For example, che poorer macmal 
ma)' ha,-., been buried before the bcucr-pn,,cn'Cd 
matenal Given the fa« chat the lund and foo1 .,.,,,.. 
an, the nr,,1 to d<iflde during decompu<ouon, lhc 
prnence of hand, and fc,,t ,n anatomoaU, con ~ 
tcm poi.:iuons 1, the >Jg,\ of an und1uurbcd pnmary 
mhumauon (Duda)' 200<I). The almo<1 oompk1e lack 
of hand, foot and ,-ertebral bonn, coupled .,,th frag­
mented nb and ,kull cl<meni,, may be explained b)' 
incomplete rc<:O\"C.ry Jurins vcc:a,-ation. Ahcrmm-cly. 
11 ma)· mean th.111 the matcnal \\'a, onginalty buried 
elsc:whn,, and then t<buncd in "' final l«al""' Ill 

lhc \'Illa 111 some later da1c. h is •I~ po,s1ble chat 
disturbance by butro\\ ina anunal, m•r ha\'e rl.lycd 
a pan, lh<>ugh !here ,. only •hglu e>idcnce of rodent 
ana .. ,ng, 

Summar)" 

Th • I lrom the Romano-Bnu,h cont<im 
c maiena ilcd in 'liable 

loca1ed cl- •o structural ,t,men,, (deti" k . Jl\-id-
36) of che villa budd1nas ,..,.....,,., mu ~r ,;; mix«l 
uar1 dc~ucd a\ a sm&)c inhum1fuJt\n .'!.." ~ ot,\i• 

Th au~ o au, •~ UV' 

di,turbcd Jcpot,irs. . c 
111 

i\idual, from the mixed 
ou, for any of them. In~~ •BF nd SPLGD', ,.er, 
di\lurbcd J<1>01>ll• (40'1. •. •1 They e,thcr 
all le.s than :J.9 week> ~f gc<I~~~ To;t1, followed 
wctt stillOOm or p~ntJtuff i • 
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F 
Ji 
L 

SPDFH 
409SPG2BF/U 
SPLGD PLGSIT 

Table 36: Location of Romano-Brirish m:uerial 

by death rrom unknown causes not leaving skeletal 
traces. Waldron {undated) rt:fers to cmbryotomy, a 
surgical procedure to remove a foetus from the womb 
in order to preserve the life of the mother. Ttu;re is 
no evidence for $UC:h a procedure having been c:arried 
out for any member of this asSC[t'lblage. The indi~ 
"iduol in the single inbumation (Sample F SPDFH) 
died at a slightly later age of 38-11 weeks, but ngain 
there 1s no clue. as to why. This child may have died 
short!)• after birth. 

M,di,val period 

Material 

Photo~aphic cvid~nce t.akc.n at the rime of cxcnva­
tion appears 10 show that the context F27 m:aterial 
(Sample A from Tobie 28) came from a well-defined 
grave cut located just within the CQurcyard next c.o 
the ilisturbed fouodatinn trench of AS I (Fig, 1 l8). 
The bones visible in the photograph suggest the 
marerial may not havt! been in anatomical po~irion 
when recovered. The material w.is generally in very 
good to excellent condjtion) with almost complete 
skeletal represencation. 

Fig 118 Sample A F27 i11 ,ir11 (photographc'<i 1972) 

Locarion 

Grave cut ~et against wall of Room 5 in the Rouse 
Simple scoop of grove againsr a wall of the Hall 
Bcnea1h the c,irthen floor of Room I 0 

Analysis 

The ongle of the right sciatic notch was inetl$urcd 10 
be 26° which falls within dte female range (\'(faldron 
,i al. 1999). Measurements of the diapbyseal lengths 
or the humerus, radius., clavicle, femur and tibia 
suggest a gesrntion age of 39--42 weeks. The metrics 
for the parS basilaris are shown in Table 37, along 
,,~th the gestational age ro.nge suggested by data 
provided by Scheuer & MacLaughlin-Black (1994). 
The four mandibular deciduous premolars were all 
crown complete which corresponds to a developmcn­
rnl age of 1.5-4.5 monlhs ± 3 months (Al Qabrani 
2008). The best estimate for the dcvelopmenral age is 
thought lo be 39-42 weeks. 

A F2i 1'3.8 17,} 11.9 40•,;ak l moolh 

Tobie 37: Sample A F27 pars basilatis metrics 
No1e: •...,--c:clf - gt$11tiomd m\'tlopm(nt igc;. ·moiuh' - dc\~kipm<0>­
ti1l «g~ after birth 
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stekt11I indu;c::\ 

• , .ukiol mJiccs plat}mcnc, pla•Y<· 
lb< J'f-" ;,,t arc not apphcoblc to nrorwal o,m1, and c:r.m 
...,crut 

l)cnt>I ratll"h'll)' 

I • rmula for F27 ,, <hawn ,n Table }8. :,,;., The J,nta 10 

'-••·' 11,,,l,'ll)' "•• ob.cr\ro. 
oc

11
- ra motn-•hngual anJ moh ... bucca1 cu,p,. 

lb< ~J righ1 hrsl mular< arc Jmmclly darker 
•£~ lhan tll• ""' of 1he cn,wn. Thett arc 
ID nt (onamma openma (rorn the interior ba~ of 
:;:;' !,..n ,nlo lhe mcsio-bucal cu,p nf the left lint 
molar. 

)( p p 

' 4 p 

p 

·I 

p 

5 

Tablt }S: Sample A F27 d<ntal formul• 

~--- X "'"""1,k) 

Sktk1JI palhology 

1bt ,.i,. o,t,o1 al11b11> a t,and of line lmcar.poro.11)• 
aloog lh< ,nicmal angle b<tw«n orbnal rool and the 
c;,mot Ofblw l!W'iin. Tim condmon II dtk'ttb<d 
11 fO\\··cradc cnbra orb,t•h• (Na1han & Haa, 191>6). 
Tim coodn,on "of unknown acuolotey and ><em, to 
bt 1cb11V<h· common m archaeoloa,eal matenal. 

Tb, ,k,;l<ton ,booed widespread cortical thin• 
..,, md P''"'"'IY, mainly on the ,kull but also on the 
Juul end of lhe nba, the fo.sa superior to the ,pme 
cl tbc ,ar,,bc and the laicral surface of the left and 
rich• 1hum. Fmc I•>'"" of pcr,o,teal new bone att 
rmaa on !hi, <urf'acc, ad1accn1 10 the <ciauc natch. 
The k•llg bone ,halh ,how no \1gn of poro..uy or 
pcnoueal new bone. Fine porosity I) prc111cnt at the 
llltll;,l,rsn of !he long bones. Thi, lan,r poro,,,iy 1' 
Probably lhc normol physiolog,cal p•ncrn =n m 
-.wlma1cna1. 

The parosuy on the skull 1s mamly cndoc:ran••I 
lllccuna th< pa,- buian., the leh and right pan. 
laknil\ o( tht 0tttp1t;J. the lower nght m3rg1n and 
l1'k:hal tune or the squamou, part of the ocupnat 
boac, the be.liar r•n and greater "mgs nf the ,phc,. 
•otd and the po,.tcnor r,gion of the pcirous p•n or 
llit 1<mronJ bon..., Th= i, alsu a small zone of 
P••0

•ity on lhc exterior of the ,quamou• part of the 
""'Po<albonc. 

Thn r>lholoay ha, exp~ nselr w,th,n the 
no,m,1 CC-Uuon pcr,<>d which 1u1t1tcs" the caus<, 
Cint bt IOm<: Pllhogen copable of CT0\'1ng the plll• 
«nu horner. A •null number of b•ctcnal, Vlnl and 
"""-n Plllhoam• ar, a,pable of th11 and can 
q.,. u.,kul lc,.1vns. 

17l 

To~orlasm<~ n, a f'Vt\tUC rathos..:·n •i>olc rn· 
11111)' host 11 the cat. T'he pnmary •~1Dptonu llft 
ffllc::ro(tpha I)\ m1:maJ ttta:n.1.auon, hcpa~p&mo.. 
mcgaly "·nh ncca,1onal Ctttbral calafiotlQn,, 

Congerut.tl •YPh•h• ind,catcd by ,kcletal <hanK•• 
has a h'&h morahry, Wlth mr,..,1 IJ\dl\iJual, affcac-J 
d)>ng hcforc four )'Cal'> of age (Ortner 200)). Cun, 
acnual ,ypb1h, b ma,ud by the l)rC><OO< ~r de, 
malformation, (Hutchan'k,n's U\et~n and Mu1bt.-"" 
or ,\ioonts mnlan), '10c inolan pf'N('m in this a~ 
att normal, 'A.·hiJtt lhe mc1son ""ere not rttO\~rc"J 

dunna exca.,·ation. ~ long bones 1i,how m, ,ign ,,f 
rn>Wi< bit11,ra1 rcno.tcal .,.,.. bone that " <hanc­
ltn~uc: of tttponema1 dJ\eaW:. 

Rubella can a/fc,;1 a newborn ch,IJ if !he mod1tt 
bccom, • ,nfcacd hcnclf dunng 1hc fini thn,e 
month, of pn:gnancy. Skeletal chanets ul<c, 1hc form 
of dc.·clopmmiat defect, of the Iona bone rnctarh• 
)i.cs, rnmanly the d1wal femur and pro,umal uh,a, 
The ,haft> of the long bu= lbow "" Sl!lR or pen. 
n.ical new bone. The skull can also be affected, w11h 
change. manifcsung b 1mpcrfcc1 IDlll<ra!Nuoo and 
an enlarged frontal fontan<I. Pu.1-naial rubella mfcc. 
uon d,,c, 001 indu<:iC" skclc:1aJ changC" 

C}iomcga l•MrU> can ako en. th< placenta. 'The 
\)'mptoms art ,imdar 10 coxopla,-mo1-I\. Crnrra.J nC't• 
vous s),tem Jcfcch tna}· Ind to Nmdn.:.. 0< Jc.uncu. 

Both rubella ond 1t1xopla,m0>" may induce 
skcle1al le\1ons II the meuph)-.n of long boon, 
c,pccially th< d,,tal femur and proximal 11b1a (Auf­
dcrlic1de & Rodr,gucz•.\iartrn 2006) which m•y 
be d11t111gw,hablc II hen ,;..,,'t(j on x-ray. Gl\ffl the 
c-vidcnCIC' available, the d1ffcren11aJ d1agno~i• for the 
d,;c..., neduccs to toxopwmo,io, rubella "' <:>i<'>­
mcgal<Wtrus. The c<>ngen11al form of tht$C cond11ions 
rs typ,cally rmrud by fa,lutt to th,n.., and sublc­
qucn1 death (lltti.on ,r al. I 97Q) . 

Taphonamy 

The ,kclctal material '1,o,,, bnlc urhononuc 
damagc:n.c corucal bone " generally well pmer-.,d. 
The pbo1op11ph of the u,-,iru matcnal "'"""' 
the ttmams ha,-. been ,ut>.tan11ally d,,turbcd alter 
bunal, po.\ibly by rodcn1 •<uon or root aromlt from 
nearby bu,h~ or trtt1,. 

Summary 

F27 (Sample A) n,prc,cnl\ th< remain, of• ,u,gk 
mhumlUQn burial cc:mta1nin1 a neonate th~ d1~ ~t 
the CQW\ .. Jtnt '-'r 39 J:! \\<ttks" ac,,taaon. .:.S c ~ 
c11I ~mil1ns v.crc v."<11 PtffCr\"'ed, P.h'1"ml C'\ en<~ 
, L-letal path<>logy that could m•mfc,t use ,or \Orne \11,A; • Ooe CIU'K could 
•mhm the nonnal i;nianon rcnod, d .,. 

• u~-111 \\-1lh coxorlar.mow, tin q1. be tnt.raUCC'nDC f V'I." 1 . 

mepl0\1ru, a, funha pos1>l>ihon. 

Rm,/uiJ/ #IJt.m.,/ 

• f 25 fra=cnh of Th -,dwtl m1ccn11 con,1i.1, c., •··· -~ 
< ,_, -.h,M o~ • 1 ,umman= bt,n~ &,;,m six cuntcxu. \\"'t'l..., .... oe - • 
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Sampl~ label Fragments lriight 

Jl SPAPBC I 1.4 
C SPDEA 2 1.9 
D SPOES 2 1.8 
E SPDET 13 1.5 

G SPDIY 3 33,9 

J SPLEC 4 54.8 
Total 25 98.Z 

Tobie 39: Residual material 

in Table 39. lr was not possible 10 determine age, sex 
or srarure data from this material, which comprises a 
mixture of adult skull nnd mixed neonataJ mace.rial. 
The condition of the material is generally good 10 

excellent \\ith the exception or the pelvis fragmems. 
These a.re encased in dried clay> are poorly prestrv~ 
and very fragile. The actual bone weight will be much 
less than the 54.8 g listed for the whole specimen. 

1be contexts for the residual material are widely 
separated on the site, so it is reasonable to assume 
that the material derives from difftrent individuals 
when calculating MN! figures. 

Overall sw11mary 

The assemblage is summarised in Table 40 for MN! 
and age, whilst sex determination is detailed in Table 
41. 

The assemblage contains the remains of one adult 
inhumation from the late iron Age period, one infant 
inhumation from the Romano--British period and 
on~ infant inhumarion fr.om the m.edievol period. 
The remaining material i$ mainly mLxed disturbed 
ac-omual material from lhe Romano-British period, 
supplemented by a small amount of residual material 
of unknown origin. 

The presence of lhe Iron Age inhumation burial 
in a ditch disturbed by the mechanical excavator is 
inu-iguing. lt is not clear from the limited archaeo­
logical data whether this burial was the result of a 

Period MNJ Ne,mau 

Iron Age 3 
Romano•Bricish 8 8 
Medieval I I 
Residual 6 3 
Total 18 12 

Table 40: Ml\TJ summary by period 

Period Mai, 

Iron Age 
Romano-British 
Medieval 
Residual 
Total 

Comment 

Adult skull fragment 
Neonate radius fragments 
Neonate skull fragments 
Neonate ribs, humeru.~, venebra fragments 
Adult skull fragments 
Adult pelvis fragments encased in day 

natural death or something darker. The p~nce 
of smnll amounts of imrusive human material from 
other individuals suggests other burials were made in 
I.he vicinity. It is impossible to say from the evidence 
whether or oot these were contemporary wir.h the 
main inbumation. 

Moore (2009) provides a useful summary or expla• 
nations proposed for the burial of infants and neo­
nates in Romano-Brirish villas. The practice has been 
interpreted as evidence for infanticide_, surreptitious 
burial,, the disposal of unwanted babies and as a.n 
indicator of spirituality. Whatever the specific rca.son,, 
burial in association with villa structures ilppears 10 

be u favoured rite. The limited evidence from the 
Sparsho1t material suggests another pos.sibilicy to 
those listed above. There stems to be evidence for a 
re-deposition in a more propitious location of neo­
nates and infants who died at various times prior to 
the consrruction of a partlcuJar phase of the villa. 
The low gestational ages, thelr relatively narrow 
range and the presence of bOlh sexes seem to pre­
clude infanticide. 

The burial of the medieval iofant, a female aged 
39--42 weeks of gestation, seems to fit in with the 
idea of a surreptitious burial in a place both clearly 
marked by extant surviving walls and at the same 
time likely to remain undisrurbed. This individual 
may ha,·e died as a result of intraute-rine rubella 
shortly after birth. 

Jn/am J"w,1ile Adult 

2 

3 
s 

Female l,1deurmi11atc 

2 
6 

6 
3 14 

Tablc4J: Sex determination by period 
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BONE 

The fauna.I ..rcmalns 

by Rid10rd W•rd 

·nt collection of raunaJ remains total~ 7,428 
~ ~ of bone.: .3.097 were idenrifiable ro species 
~~I~ forni the basis of this study, while 53 I of the 
"' • •ng 4 331 unidentified bones were classed by 
~~e hi~ frequency of unidentified remains was 
,a,. stl< ,o small frogment size and/or lack of diag­due rno ~ 
aostic indicators. 

Afrer me exca\1'3tion the faWlBI remains were kept 
, number of years within the Faunal Remains 
,.,. th }· Jj' Unit (Universiry of Sou ampton . ,,. pre m1nary 

lu~nion of the assemblage wa,!I undertaken, but 
C\'11 formal rep<>rt was made. The remains were then 
~~uroed 10 \-Vine.bester Museum Service. For the 

urpQSC' of dus report the bones were returned to 
~ulhampton Uni,·crsicy to undergo fresh analysis. 

McriwdQ/ogy 

RC('O\-cr}' 

Most of the fauna) remains: were recovc-red by 
b,nd and because of Ibis there is probably a bias 
,ownrds latger skele111l elements, although a number 
of smaller sheep/goat bones and even juvenile eat 
remains were discovered. Remains of small birds, 
rod<nts and amphibians were also present, althoUgh 
th<y se,m 10 h•,·e originated from soil samples. lt is 
unkno"'O how regularly this sampling was carried oul 
bu1 th< Site Notebooks indicate that only areas of 
specific interest were sampled. 

Identification 

The remllins were identified using osteological refer­
cnct coUections for comparisons as well as bone 
ada.s,s, such as Schmid (1972) and Pales & Lambert 
(1971}. Closcl)' related species were distinguished 
as follows: sheep/goat (Ovis ar,,s) and goats (Capra 
/,im;,J were identified according to the morph<>­
logical differences outlined by Boessneck ( I 969), 
whil, aiceria set forth by Lls,er (1996} were used 
to diffo:rcn1ia1e between red deer (Cervus ,lap/111s) 
and fallow deer (Dama dama). Horse and donkey 
rcnuuns were recorded as equid, although pancrns of 
tnamcl folds in their leeLh were recorded as outljned 
by Eisenmann (1981). The morphology of the olec­
ranon'. scapula and metapodials was used to identify 
the difference between dogs (Ca11u /ami/iaris} and 
f~cs (1-1,(p,s vulpe,) following Wayne (1986), while 
b•d Spee,cs were identified to family using Cohen 
•nd Serjeanison (1972). 
Th Wherever possible bones were identified co spc<;ics, 

t exceptions are vertebrae (not including the axis 
and adas) and ribs, which wete as-signed to one of 
l\\nite elassn, canle/hor,;e or sheep/goat/pig. 
s ~ data v.·erc entered into a Microsoft'k• E..xcel !: h~~ which Usted the provenance of the spec­
frorn Within the arc-hive, rhc part of the site it came 

Ind the bag number with which it was labelled. 

175 
Species, element, rusion and iapho . 
such as gnawing, butchery, surra:m;~~occs_sc.s 
and burning were recorded accord' ficaaon 
codes. Bones of uncertaio orirnn w:ng to a system of 

"" ... :i:c not recorde-d. 

Quantificaoon 

All. bones identified to species we.re re.corded in full 
wh,le fn1gmcm3ry bones that could not b .. d .' 
fled w d • . c I ena-

. ere separate into_ individual bags and counted. 
Sel')eantson s (1972) diagnostic zones were applied 
to th~ bo~es to illustrate possible: Overlaps Ln later 
quano6ca~1on a~d poremial patterns in lhe s-urvival 
rates on site. Ribs were only recoded if zones l-4 
we.re present; lhc same criterion was also applied t.o 
u[l)ae of all mamma)s. 

The MNT (Minimum Number of Individuals) was 
~aleulated usin~ the si~eab~c elements present for 
c:ich_ of_ 1?c ma1or spec-ies by noring which element 
and indw1duaJ zoac was the most prevalent. 

The NTSP (Number of ldeotified Specimens} 
was used to calculate {by dividing by their total and 
muluplying by I 00) the percentages of species, rcp­
~se~taoon of eJemems and taphooomic processes. 
S1milady the percentages of bone survival were caJ .. 
culaied by dividing the number of bones present by 
those that would be expected from the MNt and 
multiplying by I 00. 

Sexing 

Sexing was i><>sicively recorded for pig call.ines follow­
ing morphological differences noted in Schmid 
(1972, 80-1} and for galliform remains by the pres­
ence of a spur on the tasometatarus (Serjeantson 
2009, 47), The sex of the main domesticates and deer 
was determined by pelvis morphology using reference 
collections. With canle, however, it was also possible 
l'O use the distal mctapodials. This method involves 
plotting t.he distal breadth of meta1arsaJs or meta· 
carpals against the depth af the medial crochlea (as 
outlined in Davis 1992). The measurements should 
form a bimodal disrribucion, the smaller group indi• 
eating females and the larger males (Svensson er al. 
2008). 

Ageing 

TI1e age of the main domesticate species ,vas based 
on che mandjbular deciduous and permanent 4th 
pre-molars (dP4 and P4), molars {Ml-3), loose teeth 
and jaws. \Xi'earr stages we-re recorded for cattle, sh_eepl 
goat/goat and pig dentition and scored as outlmed 
in GranL ( I 982). Co-ordination of the wear stages 
·within lhe mandibles and their ontogenet1c age were 
made using Payne (1973) for sheep/goat/goat, Legge 
(1981) for cactle and O'Conn_or (1988) for p,gs. 

The sutte o.f cpiphyseal fu51on was recorded where 
possible both distal and proxilTIJll fusion recorded as 
unfused, fusirng or fused. To determine al!" at. death 
the da~ \\'ere compared to the rates of fusion ~s 
outlined in Reitz & \Xling (2008, 72). These data, '" 
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combination with the evidence from the dcntillon, 
provide n gene.ml O\'erview of the ages of chc species. 
Since bird bones develop differe.J1tly, lacking epiph• 
yseaJ plates, a bone was recorded as ,uvenile only 
when a •sp0ngy' appearance \\'3$ noted, which indi­
ancs that ossification was still occurring. 

t"1.easu.rcm~n,s 

Measurements were taken wilb tl pair or MitutyO 
Absolute Oigimatic() digital callipers to the nearest 
O. I mm following Von deo Oriesch (I 976). To esti­
mate the .. ,~thcrs heights the following regression 
fBctors were used: Kiescwa1rer (1888) for horse, 
Matolcsi (1970) forcarde, Teichert (1975) for sheep/ 
goat and pig, and Harcour< (1974) for dog. 

Bone: modification 

For oil recorded specimens the degree of burning, 
gnawing) surface modification and bu,chcry was 
scored. Gnawing was recorded as resulting from a 
earni\-'ore or rodent, in addition to whether the ,exam­
ple had been digested . .Bulchery marks were exam­
ined with the naked eye and the location rogclhcr 
with the type of mark (cut, chop or sow) noted. 
Burning was recorded in degre~ a$ burnt, charred 
and calcified. Finally, surface modification such as 
erosion, abrasion and root etching was recorded if 
deemed notable. 

Resttltt 

Taphonomy 

The preservation of 1he: remains was very good as a 
result of the chalk and clay soils. Of the bones that 
were identified only t l % exhibited surface modifica-­
tion; aboul $ third had been d.arnaged by root erch­
ing, and another third by erosion which could have 
been due co water or other factors within the soil. 
Considering Sparsholt1s locatfon within an area of 
woodland, the remains had not been badly affected 
by this environment. Poor packaging hod, however, 
contributed to abrasion nnd further fragmentation. A 
small amount of gnawing was: noted: 8% of the cornl 
number of bones. Of these, 9 I% were goa..,ed by 
camivores, most likely dogS, indicating that remains 
were either fed to dogs or we.re oppornmistic finds 
scavenged from kitchen \YS!)te. Rodent gnawing was 
recorded on 4% of affected bones, which suggests 
I.bat there might have been an open area for dump-,, 
ing of waste.A funher I% exhibited gnawing by both 
canids and rodent$, and the remaining 4% sho,'\"TCd 
evidence of being digested. 

O\'Crall species rcpresenlation 

Domestic animals domin.ate:, making up 86% of lhe 
assemblage> and include ca1tle, sheep/goal, pig, dog 
a11, birds (mainly galliforms), and cquids. Cattle and 
sheep/goal/goat a.re dominant (28% and just ovcc-

33¾ respectively); pig records just over 4% of the 
identified remains, compnr3ble to the equids (Fig. 
119). Of the sheep/goat only one bone w"' posi-
tivcly identified ns goat; as there may be more bones 
\\'lthin t.he sheep that are not morphologically differ-
cnt, they ,\1111 be referred to as sheep/goat for the rest 
of lbe paper but most likely represent sheep. Wild 
species such as fox, red, roe and faHow deerl rabbit', 
hare and rodents (fable 42) make up the remaining 
14%. Based on the calculated MNT (Table 43) there 
is a greater ftequency of sbeep/goat than cattle and 
a relatively small amount 9f other species. ln spHe 
of the predominance of sheep/goat, cattle probably 
provl.ded most of the meal because of theit larger 
size. 

Iron Age Rom@ 

NJSP % NISP ¾ 

Carnivore 7 0.3 
Dog 201· 22.8 140 5.1 
Fox 146' 5.4 
Canid 10 0.4 
Cat 22 0.8 
Equid 10 l.l 124 4.6 
Pig 24 2.7 105 3.9 
Cervus 3 0.3 16 0.6 
Roe Deer 24• 2.7 15 0.6 
Fallow Deer 14 0.5 
Red Oc,:r 0.1 23 0.8 
Red/Fallow deer O.L 8 0.3 
Corde 101• 12.1 671 24.6 
Sheep/Goat 139 15.8 772 28.3 
Sheep I 0.0 
Goat 2 0.2 
Amphibian I 0.1 3 0.1 
Bird 3 0.3 36 1.3 
Fish 1 0.1 8 0.3 
Hare/Rabbit 3 0.3 7 0.3 
Rabbit 3 0.3 92 3.4 
Hare 3 0.t 
Rodent 222* 25.2 69 2.5 
Sheep/Pig .. i7.ed 59 6.7 2)3 7.8 
Cow/Horse-sized 77 8.7 182 6.7 
Domestic Fowl 28 J.0 
Pheasam 0.1 
Duck, Ma1lard .. si1.ed 4 0.1 
Wood Pigeon 2 0.1 
Woodcock I o.o 
Galliform 3 0.1 

Totals: 882 2725 

T.,ble 42: Summary of aU species identified on site 
(*::includes orriculating bone groups or, in the case 
of the fox, a complete individual is present) 

Domesticates (Fig. I 20) 

Body part representation 
A large percentage of the mandibles and skull frag• 
ments of <:~ttle itt<: present, follow"d by rougb/y equal 
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ni; I 19 0,-cnll ,r,c>c> r<r"-""Cntation sh""n a< r,rccntagc,, of the "lumber of lndn1dual SP<camcn, 

s,.,.,,, o,,,,.,g M,\'f 

C.nk 21 
Shc,q,Go,t 2() 
I'll' 6 
Equ,d 5 
Doc 6 
Fox 3 
Cat 2 
lubbn 8 
Fallo" Deer 2 
Ro>c Deer 2 
~ D<cr 3 

"'"""'" of all the limb clm,cnh, 1ndud1ng met•· 
P<•hlh The <hc:cp goaveoa, n,masn, an, generally 
lll:lal>r to the: caulc, ,n ranacul•r ,he hi,ll prol'('r• 
U00 t.lf m~nd1blt\. There is an c4Ll.31 d1stnhuuon 
cl bo:x.. !tom lhc fordunbs but a la,·our,ng of the 
...... hand hmb b<.>ncs, P,gs ,how a radteally d10crcnt 
dlllnbuuon '° th.tt of 1he c:aulc or ,hccr'11oaq1ou: 
: bic!> number of upper fon,hmbs «>mp•rcd "' me 
inJ Limb,, along wnh a large number uf mand,blC\, 
:-mcu1anal, tb3n m<1ac:arval,. ·11us dMri­
..,..;;: m,y 1nd1ca1e the am,-.1 of rig m<111 on the 
1l,c "Uh lboulders beang fl\-ourod over the legs. 
., Pf'Opornon of rne,a1a.rs.1h mav 1nd1cuu: thc use 

troum - 'th •• . • 
Ptr fooc ' .,_ ou ... I\ PIil\ ha\'e' more m~cal,uuJs 
~Id be than tbe ungulates, unly abuut 20% of what 

c•P«'l<'<l 1s r~m Thctt att a numhcr of 

P•i ,kull and manJablc fraiffient> J)<>.-1bl1· dcm'<d 
from complete bcaJ, wlu,h Ml'C fragmented due to 
butchcl')· "'°""'~ or indeed the fngalc nature of the 
•kull• thcm,cl,-... The larsc number or mmdibln 
" also not<d in 1hc ,unwab,lny graph: b7% of the 
mandibles e,cp«tcd, ba<e<I on the os-.rall .,1:,-;1, are 
p~n1, The range of cqu1d bona :o..hu~, thin mll'!lt 
clc-mcnh arc p~nt. with the cxccp1ion of some of 
the ,malkr bones. :-:u hone burials ....,.. Jtsco\-ered 
and the ,mall number of Jx,nc. ,u811<•1' 1hat they 
may ha,~ been rro.:~d 1010 UNller pteen 10 w 
their d1,pc,uJ, tatcn or discarded cl~·hcrc. 

A"IC:aal dcment1 such as \'fftC'bru and nbt, "'ttt' tk>I 

1dcnulicd 10 q,cc1es but daucd b~' ,,1.t, B.lkd '-'" the 
ttJtta\.'c ittqu<nc,~ of both ,pe:cic,. bones of uulc·' 
hvrsc "" sh.oulJ pr,>bahly be kl<ntili<J as canl<. 
In ,umpar,so.n, the \hcep·gttat p1J•\1Zt'd ,pt"cimcns 
flow du1 thctt att m,ltt ribs of thi, \izr (bu, but a 
smaller pivrorti«,n of \'ertchrae P,R'\Cn1; this pattern 
probably rcsulis from the u1e of ribs for mcst. 

t\g< 
Cattle. lknul n-i,kncc ind,catn that • small 
number of conk wen, lolled around sub-adulthood 
(Ill JO month-1; Fi~. 121), but the mtJOfltY utt 

SJgmhcandy older, around 3 to 10 ,·can. ot ag('. "!be 
IOOK .\1 h (3rJ molu,, Fig 121) cxlul>u • maJ<>r• 
it)' ._,f \\'C'iU liotag('I al~, c:on,1,1cn1 \\1th m,1nl) olJtt 
anun.1.b. i:r1ph\'Kal fu,ion t hg. I ~l) dc,mm,,,1ra1n 
that a lal)lC number of canlc ,um.-.J ~ - )flt< 
of age, only dn,ppmK m •ny si,:n,ticant nu111bt-r 



178 

Metatarsal D 

Metatarsal P 

Astragalus 

Calcaneum 

"Tibia D 

"Tibia P 

FemurO 

FemurP 

Pell.is 

Metacarpal o 

Metacarpal P 

Ulna P 

Radius D 

Radius P 

Humerus D 

Humel\Js P 

Scapula 

Axis 

Atlas 

Mandible 

c:::::::.i 

' . 

' 

' 

' 

.,--

' 

' 

J 

I 

Occiptal condyle :p 

' 

. 

. . 

-, 

I 

. 

~ 

. 

j 

BONE 

I 
I 

I 

l 

I 
I 

I 

• 

I 

Zygomatle I 

Homcore/Anller~ L !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!.... ________ 1 _____ _j 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 

% 

Fig 120 Percentage of bone survival for main domesticates bo:sed on ovcnall MNl 

□ Pig 

□ Horse 

■ Sheep/Goat 

■ Gattie 

I 



..... ----· ........ c-.. 

•• 
• 

" • 
i 
.. 

2 

u 
1 

••• 
• • • C 0 E , 0 .. ......_,w-, • 

..,...__•C.O--tl'oM~ 
12 

, . 
• 

I • 
• 
' I 
• • • 

~w.......-

- ~--•~-Pig ... 
' .. 

I 
I .. 
• • • C 0 • , 0 " ---Fig 121 Age stages of domesticates dcrei;mined from complete 

manrubte-.s recovered 

fi 

• 

i 

0 

.. 
" , . 
• & z . , 

• 
2 

0 • • C 

'--C..~W.w~ 

F 

0'1111tW..,$t-a,,N 

LOOM~IM)W--tu,o,M 

c:.o 0 ... t ... 
Go,1111~~ 

F F/0 

Fig 122 W<ar •rages of loose M3s for cartl• and sheep/ 
goat recovered 

..., 
"' 

~ 
~ 



!re.-

! -,. 

J ,: -,. 

11 
:t .. 

,..,. -------,.,. , ... ... 

--

~I 
""' ---, ... ... 

·=F 
""' -
- L 

: 1 

$~•~ c u,..,.f0t0.1tl1 on ... 

..... 
..... 

- •>Yen 
~tlnNon Epfptfy$1•~ 

$urvlvaRliltty CU1W f«S~lon•ltlt 

,,_ <t-..,; 
Alrtci.-1 on EplphyMII ~ 

Survlv.e,111'1 ~,ve 11w Pig on Silt• 

'I; 

_ \. -

<f 1YfM 
\ 
<:lY..., 

I 
<1¥~ 

Aw- boe..cl on fiplpt,yt .... M lo,n 

- -

~-

<4'1.ns 

1 

.,_ 

~ 

l --
-
I 

<tAY_,.. 

Fig 123 Survivability curves for the major domesticates 
based on epiphyseal fusion noted from the rcmaia.s 

Dit-ttlbutlotl oc OC.UI lkNclth. (DI>) ~ to 
Dtpch of llw Mldi1l T«tGIIIN J8Fd)- M•~1$ ... ~ ,. 

-"~-------------' 
!" 
~ 31 --
• : I : ,. .... 

33 

" 
" I 3o ',. .. 
27 

... ... .. . ., . ... 
Obl""'1 

Oktribuckwl of o.st. 8f9adlft COIi) ~ to 
Oel)CP Of N Mldlli TrodllN (8F4)• .,._,ta'Nls 

• 
♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

• 

•• . 

.. . 

.. '-----~~---~---➔ 
400 42.0 ••o 40,c, 49.0 .so.o s.io 540 15&0 580 eoo ai.o 

Bdjn:wn) 

Fig l 24 Sex plot for cattle meuJ,carpaJs and 
metatarsals 

!2 r.;. :z: e 2 E. ce. ~ - ~ > "' Q' ~ e,._,:::::i f! !. !'JI Q.'!! ::!1 09' ::;"':::i er~ ....i :=.-s::.~-o "' "' .., 

~ 

a, 

~ 



l 

. ., 

BONE 
181 

40 

35 -------
30 

25 

,t 20 • 
15 

10 

5 

0 
Cervid Roe Deer Fallow Deer Red/Fallow Red Deer 

Deer 
Species 

Fig 125 Distribudon of deer species as NISP of total Ccrvus specimens 

a.round the age of 4 years; 50% did not survive this 
age. 

S/,eep/gi,at. The caleuloted mandible year stages 
produce a curving pattern: a few sheep/goat are 
killed around 6 months to 2 years, with n peak at 
the 2- 10 3-yenr Stage (E). A steady drop off fol­
lows, with a few animals kept beyond 6 years of age. 
The ,\Us present (Fig. 122) show a peak at Stage 
A which indicates a small number of animals were 
b<ing killed earlier than the rest. Another peak eor­
rtla,cs with a kill off at around 2-4 years, while the 
bst one exhibits wear stages expected of ~dull sheep/ 
goat b<rween 3 and 8 yenrs of age. Toe epiphyseal 
fusion data (Fig, 123) shows a similar pattern, 75% 
;ur,-i-,ing beyond 2 years, followed by a gradual 
decttase. This evidence shows that 57% of rhe ovi• 
caprines survi\'ed to 4 years aod beyond, ie r.hey sur­
vived mro older age, as indicated by the mandibular 
evidence. 

Pig. Only a small amount of data is available 
(Figs 121 and 123). The dental evidence indicates 
that these animaJs were kiUed after their first year_, 
while epiphyse:al fusion data show that none survived 
be)'Ond their second year. 

Sii, 
A calculation of the ,vithers height for cattle gives a 
range of 103.6-125.4 cm, with an average height of 
115.7 cm (based on the ten greatest length meas­
":"'mems). Withers heights of Lile sheep/goat bones 
gJ\'C a range of 52.8-78.2 cm and an average height 
of 65 cm. As a result of the highly fragmented state 
of the pig remains only one measuremem (based on 
~•. •srragalus) could be calculated and produced a 
.,&l:t 0 ~ 66.2 em. Although it cannot be represent•· 

m-.,
5 

11 gives a rough idea of the size of the pig$ kept 
II Panbolt. 

13~• <quids have a withers height range of 126-

0 
•5 cm and an average of 132.4 cm. It was based 

n eigju • h spccimens and was calculated using the 
~ facrors outlined by Kiesewalter ( l 888). An 

examination of the enamel folds revealed that most 
of the remains were horse which would put them 
at only 12.1 and 13.2 hands height (average of 13 
ban.ds height by modern stand•rds), thus cla.ssifying 
them as ponies. 

Sex 
Cat'tle. Few sexually dimorphic characteristics sepa• 
rate male and female. canle; conscquendy measure­
ments of tine merapodials are commonly used to 
determine !their sex (Svensson ei al. 2008). 80th 
metaCdfl)als and metatusals were measured (Fig. 
124). Metacarpals provide more reliable data, but 
only four comparable sers of measuremenis could 
be cake.n, of which one is a low outlier. The rtSUlt 
could indicate a propensity of maJes, but with so 
few measurc?mCnts no defin.itive conclusions can be 
drawn. Although the evidence from the metatat• 
sals is less r<:liable (Svensson ei al. 2008, 943), more 
measurements were achieved and an O\'erall spread is 
displayed. Again, there is an outlier, plus three speci­
mens thar group at r.he higher end of the graph, most 
probably males; (he central duster is indicative of a 
(larger) fem.ale group. A small number of born cores 
were recove·red, but because of fragmentation it was 
not p0ssible to distinguish the sexes of the animals 
that they derived from. 

Sheep/goat. Similarly, preservation an~ lo~ fre­
quency of remains precluded the exanunauon of 
born cores co determine: sex. A number of skull frng­
ntents however, suggesced that not aU sheep/goat 
were horned, while some showed the beginnings of 

horns. 
Pig. From the canines, five males and ~ree 

females were identified revealing a sLightly high<r 

number of boars than sows. , . . 
£quid. Horse canines exhibit sexaal ~1ffl;orp_h1sm. 

presence js generally considered to b~ md_1canvc ~r 
maleness. Three horse canioe-s were idenufied, two 
rights and one left, demonstrating at least two m31es. 
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Parhologics/aboorma1ities . 
Only limited evidence for pathologies and abnor­
malities '*as discovered. This may not be an accu ... 
rate representation of these conditions because not 
all illnesses arc se\fere enough 10 affect lhe s kcletal 
record. 

Cattle. Pathological changes arc age-related and 
given the generally higher age of the cattle som_e 
pathologies are expected, ahhougb only 3 l spec,­
roens produced evidence. The majoriry take the form 
of articular surface lesions, mainly on the long bones, 
and present as Baker & Brothwell ( 1980, 110) Type 
1 lesions, otherwise known as osu:ochondrosis (W-ord 
2009). The olher abundant pathology is ex:ostosis 
foW1d arouad articular surfaces or shafts; this can be 
age-reJ:ned and in some cases presents as osteoar­
r.hritis. Areas of reactive bcme growth were also noted 
on a calc-.lneus, which could be due to wither iuita• 
rion of the periosreum (layer of tissue in conm-ct with 
lhe bone), injury or lhe infection of this area. Overall, 
the small amount of pathologies does oot indicate 
t.h-at the stock suffered from any major diseases. 

Sheep/goat. Only one sheep/goat bone showed 
pathological change; an ebsccss in the mandil>le at 

the poinr of the Ml, ceusing the loss of the tooth and 
changes in the bone around the point. 

Equid. Lesions on articular surfaces, simiJar to 
that ofType I (Baker & Brothwcll 1980, 110), were 
noted on a radius, meuuorsal, humerus and scapula, 
although mos, appear 10 have healed over, leaving 
onJy faint rraces. There was al$o n case of ex:ostosis 
noted on the distal end of a me1acarpal, po1emially 
a reaction to use rather than a discerruble pathology. 

Pig. No pathologies or nbnormali1ies were noted. 

Other mammals 

Deer comprise only 4"-5% of the identilied bones, 
red, roe and fallow deer being represent«!. The 
majority of the specimens arc ,oe deer (Fig. 125), 
although the group includes a large number of bones 
that appear to originate from a single juvenile speci­
men. ·Red deer are the second most numerous and 
are the only deer 10 exhibit signs of butchery, consist­
ing mainJy of cut marks. 

Canid$. Dog was present in almosc every part of 
the site (Table 42), bur the main concentrations were 
in AB II and the Iron Age senlemem. The former 
seems m have contained the burial of a relatively 
complelc dog, and although it js missing most of its 
skull, both mandibles are present. A similar deposit 
was also found, but with fewer bones. The two col• 
lcction.s arc sssumed 10 belong to the same aoimaJ 
as they were r«ove.red together. Site L coat ai.ned a 
nwn~ of_articulated rcmaios: a juvenile dog, a set 
Of arttculaung phalanges., a set of limb bones end two 
complete articulating skeletons, one missing a skull. 

Sh1>uldcr heights were calculated from bones 
wi~in fo~t articu.laring groups, _and an average 
height C$0mated for each animal The results from 

separate groups seem co show th.e presence of rn·o 
separate breeds, one smaller one, potentially a house 
or lap dog (Wh=35.8 cm), and another, much iarger 
one (\Xlh=46.4"-S 1.6 cm), possibly a hunting dog 
Similar differences were noted by Harcourt (1974). • 

Fox. 1\vo sets of aniculating remains were reCQ\'­
ered, A well-preserved animal came from (Roman) 
Pit XX (the 1op of Layer 8): the skull and limb bones 
were complete but it was missing some mcta-podiaJs 
and caudal vertebrae. A number of ribs were ftac-
1ured <0wnrds lhe proximal end bur had healed. An 
ulna was also found to have a non~union break at its 
distal end. The second group was fow,d in AB II and 
comprises a collection of limbs, venebrne and skull 
fragments. Toe measuremenlS from lhe limbs are 
fairly close, suggesting lhat these remains originated 
from the same animal. 

Cat. The only evidence was a collection of kitten 
remains from AB U, along ,vith a single adult 
humerus and a small number of metapodials. The 
juveniles wcr~ mainly represented by skuU re.mains, 
with few limb bones surviving. 

Lagomorph&. Evidence was found throughout 
the site, the majority identified as rabbit, wbile three 
specimens were found to be bare. As a result of the 
overall condition of the remains they could repn,­
scot modern intrusions to the assemblage, especially 
given the site's p0sition in woodland, although one 
specimen has knife culS which may indicate that 
i1 was butchered during the Roman period. The 
uncertainty as to when rabbits were introduced into 
Britain makes the interpretation of such remains 
problematic (Yaldon 1999, 159). 

Rodetils. The evidence comes J)rimarily from the 
Main House and the lron Age se11lemen1, with a few 
remains from AB TI (the evidence is not included 
on Fig. 119 because the majoriiy of it comes from a 
si<\gle deposit within the lron Age seulement which 
greatly distorts the ligures). Most the evidence came 
from the chalk fill at the base of Pit XVIl and com­
prises 1 7 voles and three sb,:ews, totalling 192 of the 
overall 253 remains (76%). Given the differing s1ates 
of fusion on the remains and the description of the­
deposit this concenO"arion js most likely a later inO'U­
sion, perhaps representing a nest that collapsed, irap­
ping the voles. 

Birds 

Birds are poorly represented, espe,:ially in rerms 
of the major species (Fig. 126). The majority . of 
the remains could not be. identified due to $1ZC 

or fragmentatioo. The mosc common species are 
domestic fowl (over 35%), which closely resem­
ble bantams in size. It is known that domestic fowl 
were imported into Britain for food and were fai~ly 
small (Scrieantson 2009, 279- 80). The other species 
include pheasant, wild duck, wood pigeon aD
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Bird Galliform Domestic Pheasant Duck, Wood Woodcock 
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Species 

fig 126 Distribution of different bird species found as percentage of' total bird NISP 

Fob and nmphibians 

The recovery methods probnbly explain why so few 
fish and amphibians were recovered (Table 42). No 
lonelusions can be drawn. 

l)iscwsio11 

The discuss-ion \\~U interpret the evidence and also 
place it in context ~y assessing it again$! other l6cdl 
~IC$. It \\ill look firstly at the Iron Age settlement 
and will draw on sites in the Somborne Valley and 
the Andover area, including examples investigated 
by the Daoebury Environs Project (hereafter DEP), 
ascomparati\'C evidence. The majoriry of the section 
d1scusses, the Roman villa and for comparison sites 
CXC:8\-atcd as pan of the Danebury Environs Roman 
Projec, (here.after DERP) will be cited. Roman 
Sporsholt will also be compared to Winchester to 
check for oontacts betv.•eeo (he villa and ir.s closest 
urban centre. Finally, an intra .. site analysis will exam­
ine differences between the vilJa's buildings> which 
may yield informarion on the use of individual struc­
tures, or pares of srrucrurcs. 

The Iron Age setdement 

Th~ analysis of the Iron Age senleme.nt affords on 
1t11ight into the species n:arcd and practices followed 
b<fott the Roman occupation. Only a small quantity 
01 bone was recovered from the Iron Age feature,; 
(l\1SP:882), of which almost 200 are from the vole 
ncu in Pit XVU and can be discounted. The farm• 
ing 'l'St,m was focused on sheep/goat and cattle, 
"''Ith pig oflcsser imponancc. It is a pauern mirrored 
at atJ the lron Age settlements within the region; :e for example the occupation sites investigated 
no:,n of DEP, such as New Buildin~, Houghton 

and Suddern Farm (Hamilton 2000, 63-S). 

At Sporsholc, sheep/goat were more numerous than 
cattle; this rontrasts with the genetal findings from 
Hampshire, 1.vhich show that more cattle were reared 
than sheep/goat (King 1991, 16). At New BuildingS 
the proportion of cattle appears unusually high and 
might reflect seasonal activitjes as opposed to incti• 
catiog a 'different economy' (Hamilton 20-00, 63). 
The situation at Suddem Farm is complica[ed by the. 
fact that it is unknown how representative the dam 
is of the scrtlemcm, but it is considered to have a 
high proportion of caule (ibid, 67-69). At Somborne 
Pnrk Farm (Little Somborne) jus, over 80% of the 
identified remains are cattle (Harding 20 I 0, I 6), and 
the settleme.nt at Houghton Down also records a 
relatively high proportion of cattle (Hamilton 2000, 
66-67). At Little Sombomc roughly similar numbers 
of cattle and sheep/goat bones were recovered (Neal 
1980, 124) and the same is true of Knights Enham 
(Andover): cattle uccoums for 48% and sheep/goat 
52%. The greater quantity of sbeeplgoat at Sparsholt 
may simply reflect the fact that individually they do 
not produce the same amount of meat as ~ttl~- On)y 
a dramatic difference in the NlSP would indicate a 
favouring of sheep/goat over cacde and chis is not the 
case. AJtcmativcly, the lower number of carlle could 
be explsioed by the apparent lac~ of a nearby water 
source (p.2).,. or that it was a relaavely low s1arus sne 
which contrasts with the seate.ments at Houghton 
Down and Suddcrn Fann, for example, whe~ the 
higher proportion• of cattle may reftce< a higher 
starus (Hamilton 2000, 67-68), A small omount. of 
pig was found :u Sparsholl a.nd this is consistent with 
the two Sombome sites mentioned above. . 

Lack of inJormariort means that a detailed ana!ys1s 
h I • possible of husbandry practices :.tr Spars o t is not. em~ 

although only adult canlc were pr~nt which d 
onstraces lhat breediog did ~or _ta~ placcNon tl~~c;~ 
at a location neatby. 11us is s11rular to :~re Ar 
Copse where the majority of cattle were m • 
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Llrtlc Somborne, although older animals prcdomi• 
natcd, there were some younger individuals, whjch 
ls again the cas~ ot Somborne Pork Farm. More-, 
over, che remains of neon::ual cattle demonstrate that 
birthing ,ook pince a, Houghton Down and Sud­
dttn farm. The presence of unfuscd and juvenile 
sbcop/goat bones indicates the rearing of sheep/goat 
a.t Spal"$holt, while evidence for neonatal lambs was 
also recovered from Nettlebank Copse, Houghton 
Down and Suddern Farm, which cont.ra~ts with 
Linle Sombornc where the sheep/goat were mainly 
of adult age- ond New Buildings: where no remains of 
oeooaral lambs wcte found. 

lron Age storage pits are often associated with 
ritual behaviour> for e..xample the 'special' deposics of 
ani.mal and/or human remains in the basal fiUs after 
they wcrt: no longer used for the storage of groin 
(Hill 1995). Special deposits involving various spe• 
cies of animal were encountered at c.he D.EP sites of 
New Buildings, Neulebank Copse, Suddern Farm 
and Houghton Down. At Sparsholt an example was 
found in Pit Xlll: the left hind leg of a cow had been 
deposited with the articulating bones from the tibia, 
fool and femur lying in line. Only the pateU.a one . . , 
d1g1r and a second phalanx were missing. Based on 
the epiphyseaJ fusion, the remains belonged to a cow 
of a,ound 2- 3 years of age, which would have stood 
at c. 1.03m tall. Another example of rirual dcp0si­
tion , .. s lhat of a juvenile roe deer (Pit Xlll). Apart 
from a fr~gment of mandible, ir \Vas missing itS skuJI; 
perhaps It had been remo\•ed as part of the riruaJ, 
altl\ougb the fragile and friable nature of juvenile 
skulls could explain its omission. 

Iron Age/Roman comparison 

To c:6mpare the Iron Age and Roman evidence the 
species were calculated in cri-plot form and assessed 
against the res~lts obtained by King ( 1984; l 989) 
(J:1g. 127). Vanous categories of Roman sites are 
displayed and both Iron Age and Roma.n Sparsholt 
arc md1cal~d. A!s already described, in the Iron Age 
there tS a higher amount of sheep/goat/goat compared 
to cattle. In the Roman period carrle and sheep/goat/ 
goat are roughly equal with fairly low amounts of pig 
which distinguishes Sparsholt from the other Roman 
sues and places it in the un .. Romanised settle­
ment category. This is also found when Sparsbolt is 
compared to the raw darn from King's studv (Fig. 
128): the Roman dfatribution faUs below the general 
grQupmg, 

There is no difference bct:ween the size of lhe 
Iron Age and Roman cattle at Sparshoh, which 
~uggests chat the Roman period did oot result in 
improved husbandry practices or the imporration of 
new breeding stock. At Hought0n Down lhe caule 
became larger during the Roman period (Hammon 
2008, 78), possibly reflecting changes 10 husbandry 
stock or perhaps the conditions ia which the animal: 
were kept (Applebaum 2002, 517). 

The Roman villa 

In general, a typical farming sysiem based n d 
canle and sheep/goat/goat with ksser numbers~~ 
is obser,·ed t1t Roman SparsholL A very sim'ilar _pig 

. . , d th . Slt\l· 
auon 1s ,oun at o er rural ltltcs in Hampshire i 
ex~ple nt Monk Sherborne (Jngrem 2005, 102-0;: 
Kntghts Bnham and the DBRP sites of Dunkin 
Bara, Houghton Down_, Thrux[On> Gratelt.y So th 
and Fullerton (Hammon 2008, 77- 9). At Spars~lt 
sheep/goat/goat slightly outnumber cattle but l.b 
latter provided more meat and would probably ha • 
rru,de • ~rcater contribution to the diet. Sheep/go:': 
also dominated the assemblage- at Houghton Down 
Tbruxton and Fullerton. The chalk downland 0 ; 

wbich Sparsholt was sired would have suited sheep/ 
goat, while the lack of a ready supply of water ma;­
have discouraged the keeping of large herds of cattle. 

Both cattle and sheep/goat were multi-purP')S< 
an~mals aod along with their meat, wool/hide and 
dairy products could have been the main surplt1$CS 
as cvtdenced from the kill off patterns. In addition, 
manure from sheep/goat ,,,as an important fertiliser 
(Hammon 2008, 77). 

·n,e remains of neooatal and foetal cattle sheep/ 
goat and pig we.re recovered at all the abo~ men­
tioned DERP settlements, indicating lha, breeding 
took place on sne or close by. At Sparsholt the foetal 
and juvenile animals indicace that a small flock of 
s~eep/goat wtre bred and maintained, with most 
killed at around 2-4 years of age, that is, when I.be 
meat is both plentiful and easier to process (Bour­
dillon 1988 l 80). The age nt which the shcep/goalS 
were sl3ughcered a1 Gracclcy South and F11Umon 
also reveals that the majority of sheep/goats were 
reared for meat. At Sparsholt, however, the data 
shows that some survived loto older age revealing a 
demand for secondary p(odums, such a.s wool and 
milk. Britain's export of wool is me.ncioncd in late 
Roman documents and King ( 1991, 18) has argued 
that this product may hove been one of the key oom• 
modities produced by rural estates. A few sheep/goat$ 
appear to have been kept until they we{e old, posS1llly 
as breeding rams or castrates to provide fleece. The 
shc~p/goats sho,v a greater range! of sizes and appear 
significantly larger Qn average than the Winchester 
animals (Maltby 20 I 0, 138); they may be the larger 
hornless bretd of sheep/goat noted in Hampshire in 
the later Romon period (Maltby 1994, 94), a sugges­
tion supported by the relatlvi: lack of horn coresJ or 
skulls exhibiting horns. 

Only • small amount of evidence for foetal and 
juvenile canlc was recovered, which suggests that 
generally breeding was not talcing place at Sparsholt. 
Compared to urbnn ce.ncres1 such as Winc.heslcr, 
villRs tend to produce o greater quaoticy of calf 
remains (Maltby 2010, 112- 14). Although the bones 
of immature animals are mort fragile and easily 
destrQyed, some e,,tdc:ncc would be ~xpcacd. A pref­
erence for older animals is also supported by chc C\~­

dence from se:ii::ing: a greater proportion of females 
arc noted, while only a few bulls may have been kept 
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for breeding and unction. Ther~ was 1iu1e variation 
m lhe size of the. Sparsholt canle, but the a~rage 
size was almost identical to the cattle found in Win• 
chcster (,bid, 115), which may suggest lhat only the 
older animal~ used for traction were kept and any 
animals that were bred were cmdcd. (t wa~ common 
co keep some elderly catt1c in tJ1e Roman period; they 
would hav~ been ustd for milk and craction rather 
than being a source of me•• {Grant 2006, 381 ). Ani­
mals that y,•erc no longer useful for traction could 
have been consumed along. with rnc-at imponed into 
the sire. At Dunkirt Barn (be catLle were reaching 
old age and were probably utilised for traction. Sim­
ilar findings coine from Houghton Down> Grateley 
South and Fullerton, ahhougb for the latte< rwo the 
evidence is Jimire.d. 

The next most numerous species al Spnrshol.t wAS 

pig. None of the pigs survi,•ed beyond their second 
year indicating that they were killed for their meat, 
i.e. when they had reached their maximum body 
weight, which is similar co the evidence from Ounkirt 
Bam, Grateley South and Fullerton. At Sparsholt, 
pigs we.re scarce whic:h is interesting as a marginal 
increase in this species is taken to be n sign that a 
site W3S becoming more Romanised (King l 989, 
54). \X'inchester_, which must have been an impor­
tant c:cn(.tt of Roman culture, was only 6 km away 
but does not appear tQ have influenced the diet of 
the Sparsholt residen!S. The lack of very young/foe1al 
remains indicates that pigs were not being bred on 
site. According to Maltby (1994, 98; 2010,143) the 
absence of a rural pig-breeding tracUtion indicates 
tbac they were bred in the towns, or that urban sires 
acted as a focal point for trading smoked or salted 
joinlS imponed from lhe continent. The recovery 
of meat bones, mainly the shoulder joint, trotters 
and skulls, supports the idea chat these parts. were 
brought to the site, perhaps having been acqui1red in 
\Vinchestc.r. 

The distribution of horse throughout the site 
appears 10 be ad hoe. There are no horse burials and 
from the butchery evidence it can be assumed that 
horse was eaten on site. TI1is is n practice noted ar 
Rudsron villa (Chaplin & Bameston J 980), where it 
is believed that horses that had 0utliVc!'d their useful• 
ness were conswned. At Sparsholt articular lesions 
on a number of the joints are likely to have caused 
lameness and could bave led to the animals being 
slaugh,ered. The \Vinchestcr horses record A similar 
height 10 the Sparsholt exnmpl.,., although more of a 
ra.ngc is prese.nt. 

The remains of red deer may have originated from 
hunting, which was a popular activity during the 
Roman period and it is possible that the larger of the 
Sparsholt dogs could ho\'c been used in the chase 
{Hareourt 1974, I 68). The deer remains exhibit evi­
dence or butchery, suggesring that they were con­
sumed; deer were also found at Gratclcv South and 
Fullerton. • 

A small number of fish bones we.rt colltctcd, but 
no definitive concJu.:;ion~ abou1 the species con be 

made. Oyster shells were, however, menLioned in 
the site books and Johnston (1972) sugg.,.ts that fish 
could also have been imported 10 the villa from the 
rivcr?i and coasL 

lntra•sitc analysis 

All the individual buildings conform 10 the general 
spcdes pattern for the villa: the figurc!i ftucru• 
are sUghdy, but canlc and sheep/goat dominate. 
The other species exhibit greater variation, perhaps 
suggesting different functions for the individual 
buildings, or at least parts of them. If meat proccss-­
ing was common, and was accompanied by regular 
cleaning, then the evjdcnce may reflect only the final 
phases of occupation~ however. 

The Aisled Building 
This building produced the greatest quantity of 
faunal remains and there IS evidence for how space 
within the structure was organised. The remains 
from the we-st eod exhibit a similar frequency of 
cattle and sheep/goat meat bones. A grouping of 
certain joints, mainly the shoulder and lower hind 
limb, was also found. Cattle produced more meta• 
ttrsals than tibiae, while in sheep/goat the reverse 
was recorded, a pattern that could have resulted 
from more cattle merapodials being used as stock 
bones or for gehuine extraction, while sheep/goat 
tibiae derived from butchery and related extrac­
tion processes. Both animals also recorded similar, 
but small, proportions of foot bones and phalanges. 
Meat bones and oyster shells ,,,·ere trodden into the 
floor and in fact many of r;he specimens may ha\!C 
originated from this floor, along with n large nu.rnber 
of unidentified fragmeors (n= I 250). This end of 
the building Wa$ probably domestic iovolvod in the 
preparation of food - an idea supported b)' the ovens 
and hearth in Room 19. 

A greater quantity of animal remains w~s found In 
tbe east end. Overall thcr~ is a similar patcero to rhe 
west end, although more body parts are reprcsemed. 
For example, the sheep/goat produced more radii 
and skull fragments, but fewer metapodials and car­
palslrarsals, :tlthough a large numbf:r of 1st phalanges 
arc present. The cattle remains are broadly compa· 
rable_, ntthough more mccatnrsals and phaJ3nges are 
recorded. The presence of a significant amount of 
butcbc:rcd remains js a probable indication that this 
end of the building was used for the preparation of 
meat, a theory supported by lhc cooking vessels and 
vessel$ associated with culinary activities found jn 
this port of the building. The area could also have 
also been used 10 store dried mear as sugges1ed by 
the presence of large storage vessel1,,. 1\Aoreovcr, the 
area n!C0rdcd over 1.wice the amount of gnawed 
bone compared with the we5tern end of the building. 
Remains from processing were either fed m domestic 
dogs or scavengers had access m refu$e, perhaps 
from a midden that had been locau:d outside the 
building. 
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, • House . 
The 1\·1mn _.L 'b'"' rh(! srune species pane.en as 

aure exut •~ • tl h"gh 
'JM ,iru Id' • although with a shgh y 1 er 

_,. ,~.1 Bui m"', • . 
1b< ,..s1;~ f cattle. Pig and equme bones were 
proP"rnon ° wild doer (roe, fallow and red) and 
prescn<,. P'u,: niallord and domestic fowl. A large 
,'()()d p,gro od ,s are recorded, including • collcc­
nlJlllb<r of r '\s from a fearurc in Room 6 and a 
tion of ,-ole rem;• mouse bone• from an unspecified 
grvu~ of -l\'.:u:ice could have nested in the bui_ld­
)oconon. ~~-e<l 10 the midden located outside 
• or were a~u••"'' . . 
l!lg, E 'de.nee of gnowing is a.gem present, poss1-
RO(llll 

2• " • th' "dd ·~ scavengers raiding 1s m1 en or PClS 
bly s•r:~craps from the table. Most of the bom.-s = the Main House could ha,•e deriv~d from the 

. d b I wichout detailed contextual mformauon rn1d en, u 
this cannot be proven. . 

Compared 10 me Aisled .Building, ca~e re?-i_ams 
.i, , higher frequency of mea1-beanng 1oin_1s, 
~;y the peMslfemur and scapula/humerus, w,th 
\·m' fc"' non•meat bones of the phalanges, lower 
Janbs and meiapodials. There are also a large pro• 
portion of mand.ible fragmenrs, which cou!d be ~,,;. 
d<ne< of • specific meal, for example a ,aw being 
""-.d with cheek meat still an-ached or the bone 
being ustd in a soup; this may reflect a difference 
in stal\lS bel\,~n me occupants of the Main House 
and th• other buildings. A range of sheep/goat bones 
l!C pr<sent radii, pelves and first phalanges are par­
Jirofarly abundant, while tibia and low~r hind limbs 
omnumber femurs, The high proportion of pha­
bnJ" suggests that thci• may have been attached 
10 the mctapadials before being cooked and then 
dJ1POSC(I of. The lack of any carpal or tarsal bones, 
including the astragalus and calcaneus, may be a fur. 
thcr indication mat limbs were being divided before 
arming ar the Main House. Alternatively, these small 
bones may hsve been overlooked by the excavators, 
lhhough !hey were recovered from other areas of the 
site. 

The Baro 
A small number of anjmal remain$ were recovered 
&om the Barn, consisting mainly of juvenile sheep/ 
ltO•~ <vious cattle bones and a large quanticy of 
"""'llary and mandibular sheep/goat teeth. The 
"-ldc~cc: indic~tt:s that little rneat processing took 
~ m !he budding, or that it was regularly cleaned. 

• teed, C<luld have derived from the stabling of 
shttp/goa!S. Alrornatively, me material could have 
~• from a period of sporadic dumping during the 
«r phases of rhe site, perhaps when the building's 

II!< rha•...,. ·d . ,-.,,v as evi enced by the blocking off of the 
llltu!roon, (Roon, 21) . 

Tii<Hau 
lbt hall prod d i . ,.,.,, uce ew remains. Sheep/goat/goat and 

" WCrt again th b . 
nol;ed thud • most a undant animals. Horse 
otb,r • . •nd !here 1s very Lirtle evidence for any 
-"'· ,!'<•es, although some fallow and red deer '"" •~ were II 
dt<rantktt· ,;o ecrcd, including a number of red 

• 0 appear to have been collected_, while 
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the third was a sawn-off tine pojnt. Canlc are largely 
represented by non-meat bones: a few tibiae, meta­
podials and mandibles. Scapulae are fairly abundant, 
but this is partly due 10 their high frngmenmion. 

The sheeplgoa, remains are represented by large 
numbers of scapula, mandible and lower hind limb 
bones that are relatively more complete than the cor­
responding ircmnins from cattle. The evidence dem­
onstrates a preference for shoulder and shin joints, in 
nddition 10 the possibiliry of checks bcing consumed. 
Ao abundance of horse remains wns recovcrcdl buL 
consists mainly of mandibular and maxillary teeth. 

Roman features associated with the Iron Age 
settlement 
17,e Iron Age site produced .a scattering of Roman 
fearurcs and of these Pit XX and Ditch II provided a 
wealth of information. The former was a cess pjt that 
probably served AB I and was infiJJcd wirh rubble 
after the building was demolished. It can there­
fore provide importanr information about animal 
husbandry during the earliest phase of me villa and it 
is interesting thar although the pit prO<luccd evidence 
for a large range of species, sheep/goat dominate 
followed by cattle. Butchery marks on catde and 
sheep/goat bones demonstrate that the feature was 
used to dispose of waste from the preparation of 
food. Sheep/goats arc also represented by non-meat 
bones, which suggesrs that these remains could have 
originated as waste after cooking. Pig shows a simi­
lar pattern, 1\lith a small number of metatarsals and 
phalanges, p-erhaps evidence of the occasional use of 
trotters. 

A large numbe.r of canid remains were recovered. 
Dog is represented by a number of fragnientary 
limb bones, the remains of a puppy from the lower 
layers aod two adult skulls. A complc1e fox had been 
deposired in the top layer of cess. This could have 
been a wild animal that was caught and deposited 
shortly before the pir was sealed. It may have been 
skinned; there is no e,idence of butchery, but if the 
procedure w.as done carefully it would J~ve little or 
no trace. Alternatively, the animal may have been a 
pet. The broken, but he:iled, ribs and the unusual 
healed break in the ulna, perhaps caused by rusci­
plining the animal.> arc common injuries recorded 
on domestic dogs from this time (MacKinnon 2010, 
305-6). Moreover, the dc.ntition supports the view 
that the fox was a pet which lived to 3fl advanced 
age: a number of reeth are missing (M2 and M3 and 
several incisors) and the fact that alveoJar re3bsorp .. 
tion is present suggests that this happened during its 
life. In addition, the upper and lower M I s show signs 
of very heavy \vt.:ar., also indicating an advanced age. 
Wild foxes seem only 10 live to around 5 )'ears in the 
wild, though in capt-ivicy they art known co live to 
nrouod l 0 years or more (Southern 1964, 356), indi­
cating that this pa~ticular fox could have been kept 
by the occup:in1s of the viUa. 

Other than domestic fowl, tit< pit produced a wild 
mallard bone and an inmct woodcock ,kull, birds 
that arc known to have been eaten during che Roman 
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period (Cool 2006, I t 5) ond could bav" come from 
tht local enviromnent. 

Ditch U produc:cd fewer remains than Pit XX, but 
showed a di.ffcreoce in the evidence-: mainly cattle 
and cattlc/equid-si1..:d bones consisting largely of 
bind Limbs, skull and maudibles, similar to the cvi• 
dence for sheep/goats. Llmit<d evidence for butchery 
was noted, but compared to Pit XX there WM more 
gnawing. Scavengers could easily have got acce~ to 
such waste if it had been dumped into an open d!hch. 

Ditch IV and Pit V did nor provide as many bones 
as the other features mentioned so will not be dis­
cussed in great dcniiJ. A few cattle and sheep/goat 
bones we.re recovered, cotnprising of a number of 
long bone, skull, mandible and metapodial frag• 
mcnts> indicating an ad hoe, use of tht features to dis­
pose of probable food waste. 

Co11clusion 

On the basis of the fauna! remains, Roman Sparsholt 
was a typical ru.raJ site having much in common with 
surrounding settlements. All the major domesticates 
,vere exploited> al[hough it seems limited breeding 
took place and it is probably only sbceplgoaL that 
were bred. In common v.;th several or the DERP 
S1tcs there may have beeo u reliance on sheep/goat, 
but caule were probably more important rn lhe diet. 
A small range of wild species were also present and 
it is interesting that along with dogs, a fox may also 
have been kept. 

Winchester ,vns only 6 km away and must ha\'e. 
bad a major impact on ngricultunl production within 
its hinterland wnh nmd producer sites, such as Spa.r­
$holt and also Owlesbury, 7 km distant, modifying 
their prnctices in order to supply this urban market 
(Hammon 2008, 97). The canlc that Winchester con­
sumed were adult animals of between 4 and 7 yean 
that had not been used for milk or traction (ibid). 
The limited evidence from Sparsholc indicates a 
slighr bias tO\vards. older males and it is just possible 
I.bat it was supply;ng Winchcs,er with younger female 
cows. 

Not only would \'Q'incbcster have administered the 
surrounding councryside) h would also have been a 
centre of Roman culture. The town did not appear 
to have had a significant influence on the Spar.iholt 
diet, bowever. Only sligbt differences are found 
between the [ron Age and Roman phases. Sheep/ 
goat remained an imponam species, whjle pig, which 
is taken as an indicator of Romanisation, was not al 
all prevalent. Certainly a pork-based diet, as found in 
rich and higbly Romanised sites, such as Fishbourne 
Pala«: (West Sussex) (Hammon 2008, 85), was not 
adopted. Another indicator of status is domestic fowl 
(ibid, 88), but these remains were also scarce sug­
gesting that Sparsbolt was not a parric:ularly wealthy 
establishment and w:is unable to acquire e.xotic spe• 
cies. 
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Sparsholt 11illo. is located 6 km to th4 east of the- civitas capital oflflinch.uur and bekmgs ,o a small group 
of t1llltu ;,, south~r" England 1lia1 have b,mejined from a J¥.la1i~ly complete cxcaoodon. It is a o,pe..,sitl! for 
Hampslu'rt vl1/tu of comparable plan and il (m imporzam s-1ic ;11 1lu1 Iron A~ a11d Roma11Q-Br;1;sl, sequence 
for cemrol Hampshire. 

At the ettd of cite 19th cc111t1ry au archa~<>logical tX&tttJation ttnCQl.,"ered an umuua/ly v:,e/l-pr.;serwd seri.t5 
of r.!maitu, but the fi,11 signiji,ar,ce of lhc sit~ tDaS only r..--waled through tht bwe.stiga,io,u co,idr,c,ed by 
Do.t:r'd E Joluuto11. lit 1965 DatJid undert(J(Jk a11 MJalua1io11 that demonstrated th.t pmcnu of a rartgtJ of 
rw/1-prcJScrved bw'ldi11gs and r~ulud in a further sefJe.,, fe'"o,,s of exc(J1J(ltio11. 11,e villa began as a single 
r.:ctangu/a,. aisled build1'11g of tht! mid 10 lat.: 2nd u.,mlry; during th~ folluwing cL·mury the sire evolt,:i!d ima a 
rourtJ,"1rd vr'lla a,,d in the early 4th tcmmry it wimeued a 1ignijie.a,u send$ of alleration.s before being aban­
do,ud in 11,e lauer parr of the cemury. In addition, a dit,;lud cuclosHre, witlt Mtupariqn from rht Middlt 10 
tlte. Lau Jro,, A~ ,vas also .rxamhted. 

T/u"s re-porr J&e.ribes the exaiwtians, p~ming dewil.s of u,ch bui/di,ig wlu1e outlining the chrottolog,·cal 
dewl(lf1mem of the villa complex. Jn the DUc.UJSitm Sparsholt is assessed agai'n'$t tht backdrop of Roman 
Hampshire a11d thd socia.i and economic backgrow1d of the v,'1/a ;s consldtred. A series of specialist. re-porr.s) 
«ihich ;11c/r1de rlre p()llcry., u,qsaies, uial/ ,plaster,, small fi11ds and the human and am'mal lx>1tM, art prouidtd. 
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